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World’s ...

(From Page 1)

Jonathan the Seychelles Giant
Tortoise is celebrating his 190th
birthday — more or less — on
St Helena in the remote South
Atlantic, where the defeated French
emperor died in exile in 1821,

Jonathan, itis believed based on
shell measurements, was hatched
around 1832, and he was brought
to the UK overseas territory from
the Seychelles 50 years later.

He lives out a comfortable
retirement in Plantation House,
the official residence of the St
Helena governor, where his
birthday is being marked with
events all weekend including the
issuance of a special stamp.

The celebration climaxes
Sunday with a “birthday cake”
made out of Jonathan's favourite
foods.

He is particularly partial to
carrots, lettuce, cucumber, apples
andpears, accordingtohis handlers
interviewed by AFP in 2017.

Despite his advanced vears, he
is also partial to a female tortoise
called Emma, who is merely in

her 50s.

“He still enjoys the ladies and
I have heard him quite regularly
in the paddock with Emma and
he grunts,” then-governor Lisa
Phillips said at the time.

“I have to keep an eve on him
when he is doing that — it was
not in the job description when I
became governor.”

Atthe start of this vear, Jonathan
was given the Guinness World
Records title as the world's oldest
livingland animal, and this month
was also named as the oldest
tortoise ever.

“When you think, if he was
hatched in1832 — the Georgian era
—my goodness, the changes in the
world,” said Joe Hollins, a retired
veterinarian who is Jonathan's
main carer today.

“The world wars, the rise
and fall of the British Empire,
the many governors, kings and
queens that have passed, it's quite
extraordinary,” he said.

“And he's just been here, enjoying
himself”

While they hope for many more
vears, St Helena authorities have
alreadymade plans for the venerable
chelonian’s eventual demise: his shell
will be preserved for posterity,
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TAYABAS CITY; Quezon - Ten
alleged illegal loggers were
arrested i ap operation on
Friday afternoon in Barangay
karﬂu:ang Dowmoit, this city.

Folice identified the suspects

ag chdinsaw operators Romes
Napili, 50; Ariel-Sumilang, 58;
and thaldo Calabano, 59; and
their helpers Ronnel Quinoiies,
30; Jackson Conde, 30; Reggie

Napili, 25; Micheal Mettaz, 29;-

‘Arjay Begcnan, 38; Jay-R Duran
Ausag, 32, and Mark lan Besa;

‘29, Suspects are all reéi‘dents-bf
-this mt}f

Lawmen received a report.

that illegal logging activities
were being conducted in the
area.

The palice intelligence 1nit

‘here led by Sendor Master Sgt.

Bernardo Almariego and the
Quezon Provincial Intelligence

nit mounted an operation that

led to the arrest of the suspects

and the tecovery of llegally cut.
matlawin, alsoknownasmolave,
tree-with an estirnated volume.

of 100 hoard feet and valued at
P10,000:

Seized from the suspects WELE,
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By foparnan L, Mavuca

BVARAL fountries are now

training theie eyes on eavi-

Yorimentaily harmful subisi-
diiss, ot programs that encourage
‘unsustainable production or can-
sumption and baom nature byex-
hausting naturalresources, degrad-
ingglobalecosystemns anddamaging
planetary health.

These couniries are hoping to
narraw the hugebudget gap in bio-
diversity to ensure sustainability.

Agipart of the United Mations
Development Pi*_ngra’mmr-_-_ Bindi-
versity Fiiiance. Initiative's (0N-
DP-Biofinj Regional Dialogue that
was held in the Philippines last
month, selected Biofin siember
‘countrieshave presented poter:

fialbivdive irsity finance solutions

during a.special session at the
Makiling Botanical Gardenin Log
Bariog; Laguna.

Biofin, members, reprasented

by.over 78 bmdwersnty_flr_nance ex-
perts from Eurape and 4sla, show-
cased variousapproaches, showing
throughpusters, how they intend
o address the huge biddiveriity
gap, and hopefully help avoid the
exfinction of global species,

Finanedng biodiversity
"BIODIVERSITY finance finds
waysta raise and manage funds ta
suskainably manage biodiversity,
The wealth of oar participants'
experiences presenbs. an.arvay of
fundrajsing solurjons fot the post-
Covid world,” Bisfin Global Marn-
ager Onno van dén Heavel sdid
during the kick-off ceremonjes of
the three-day-dialogue:

He said biodiversity invest-
nentgcan stave off extinction. In
fact, hegaidevery$1 billion invest-
wenteduces the _Euta_'] number of
threalened plant and arilsial spe-
cles by 0257 percent.

Hosvever, fust 0.13 percent of
the world's cumulative GDP iy
allacred for Bio;i_ivgrsit?;.H'&_uvel
pointed out. -

More than halting exrinction,
hivdiversity finance protects the
Ratural systems people valy un,

_he added.

The dialogue sessions tack-
led results-based budgeting,
public-private finance part-
nerships, naturé financial dis-
xlosure, insuranie, tompensa-

tion mechanisms, Fepurposing

harmful snbstdies; debt instru-
ments, Islamic Enance, protecr-
ed area finance, crowdfunding,
Iotlerles carbou-based finance

instruments, of fsets, fask Fave
¢s on nature related financiad
disclosures, coral reef jnsur-

anve, plus pricrical €avid-19

Tecovery stratepies.

Unigueé hicdiversity fiiance
solutions

SEVERALcountry represeniatives
‘presenteédthrovghcreative pusters
heivthey inténded 1o narrow the
biadiversity Tinanging gap, offer
sotutiows ta thexhallange of fund:
ing biodHversity protedtion sud
conservafion In thely réspecthve
gountry and indthecs,

 “fdn counpries prosented their
biodiversity finance solutions in

the session. Al solutions wers

uniguie, This gived nther conntvies
netlr [deas and ledrning experi
encagthatuiay help sdibress polics
igsnes in implenieating their owp
biodiversity finance. solurions.”
Ouletn Cuthaci of Hiviin Clokal
told the Businesshiisdic in' an
interview on Nodembuer 10,
°'he.5ﬁldhll!:ail&-k}mim.mu yo -

lutions worloand bicome arsality,
countries dmist work wich e icy-
wmakers, such b the nationsl gov:
erinient’s execitive and legis]
tl_\'e_h_ranchea, lucad poverients,
nndotherska_ltr:lmld::rsl:iiuyirm-‘.mi
to pavtoer with,

PhlliRplne Biodiversity Strategy
and Action Plan
.'tNl_e_apqnaemthe alarnuing baws
in bisdiversity, the Philippine
government has pulinplace i
Fhitippine Biodiversity Joral
agy anil Action TFlan (PEYAD
20152073

it i o sreategic Jost nuneol.
whicli visiae is that by 2028, tae
couritry's bodiversity 15 Tesgol ed
and rebabilitaed, valie,
Fectively niamraped and seiuied,

BIOFIA Phillppines Couniry Mindger Avabeife Plantifta.
i glains how mining can help address the huge
blediversity fmancmg gap in the Phllipplnes. caut i ewsio

swstain healthy, re

. Slly (Umpu_n_enls

meatal and Mal

iatnilning ecosysigin services Lo
ient Eilipinn
% “rllllllll“tlﬂs Jn[i ae]“l'(.l Iﬂg ].'fl:“
afitg to.all.
The PBSAP

maittsitreams the

Atégrates amd
tives of the
Conventiun_un EBic 'ic.ill)iversif.y
(CBD, an internatiohal treaty tu
which the Philippines.is a parey,
inte the nation yelopment

uigable sharing of
oul, of the utiliz
resairCes.

Budgét gap
b, eiuip-
ang, plus

hy the Departmen

Re:.uuues
Biodiversily M, deitent By-
veay (DGH R EMBY Snd Biufin,
haswwver, found o at fyom.
28 to -'HIS just PG bitlion was
alfuteed fu biodiv y injtia-
B dercing ul

Liyien, ond meere
f.iu- warianal bk
s pneapes Phil
Sy pOjeLks are o
Perrpdueh, Hista e, £
el & viear i pe
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ATAMARAW it is photographed I ené of the rare orcastons foi ihis rritically endangered
-endeticspedes tobe photogra phied at the Mounts Ighit Bata Mountain Rangean Mindure.
‘éland. Tageitar with public and private seclorallies, Biofin helgs protect {and and seascapes

which harborendangered and fcorlc virlldlife., gtis mn el

at the sanie time, are also looking:
imo thasteadyflowof investments

{1t mining for the pratection and

conservation of the country'stich
bludiversity:

A country considéred to be poe
af the megadiverse countyies in
the werlil but also a bindiversity
holspit due to the rapid rate of
tiodiversity loss, experts say the
miriing indusery in the Bhilip-
pinasisa possible soiregof funds

fur biodiversity conservation and |

protection.

s propesal, “Enlianding,
‘hiadiversity coriservation and

protection in mining a¢tivi-
tiesin the Philippines,” wwlls of

Al huge potentid] of mining.2

highly.extraitive industry-and
ane of the biggest threats yo the
country's biodivergity, in ad-
dressing the huge Giediversity
linancing gap.

Huge patential

MINING has rich depadsits af gold,
copyrer, nickel and other. mingrals
stiH waiting va be tapped.,

" Currently, thereare 51 vper
ailing metallic mines; dnchiding:
1% gold, 3 copper, 32 nickel and.

4 iron it the Philippines as of,

January 2022
“Ahere are also 56 operating
noninetallic mings thab extract

Jiimestone, marbleized Hmestone,

silica, agpregate quarties, dolo-
wite, clay, sand and gravel, vol-
canje KAfE apd greywacke; a dark
marsu—_gfai:ig&_ sandstane.

Mainstreaming biodiversity

“BY. mainstreaming biodiver-
sity c'nuser\_aal'inn_ aud protos-
'riu|1-iu.min‘ing_ac_t.i\qities".-huli'.
or P20 bitilen ov $5.5 billiun,
can be redirected to bipdiver

sily," said Anabells Plantilla,

Biafin Philippines Poiject
Manager. told the BusiNess-
MLREGE 6a Noveinher 9.

“There's ajready a policy in
place thatzan make this happen,’
she added.

Tepiblic Act 78472, vrithe Fhil-
ippine MiningAc of THS, is ene
uEbhie stringeat miging law iu the
world.” )

Aeeording o Flantila, thiough

the development and aprpraval of

the BENR, the agency mandated
to wanage the caantry's Haluvat
wealth and irs pulicy suancd,

- spetifically Admainisviative Cinder

2204, adeguale measuies for
respuysibleon-shorea pid pff-shaye
minl'ngtuw_ard__&-.llsuri_ng'iuiﬂdi_\;er-
sity cunservation and proieciiog
are-providad. )

This inclade progressive and
final reliahilitation of mined-oul
aveas that sould bhalp tha min-
ing sectur eastly pariw thi huge
biodiversity Hpancing gags iy tlus
caunkFy.

Mining companies” commitmet
MINING campanies are feqiired’
to implament varions pregrams,
such as Svcial Development. gud
Management Progranis FSEanE,

“in whicli it has toeset-aside a poi-

tion of the tolal juojertiost for
pragrams that wiltbenefic thehost
cormmunities. '

According to Biof i Philippites.
tye cotal sitmalative mining coti-
pany Frard asal Drecembier L
standsat P16 29 billian tappresi-
wateby $71 billion)

Foithe SDMIFikome, atoued 206
bilfion bs conimitred to bnispent.

I\-'ip:'gllil.vhi_le, Tor the Boyivan
ment Protectios and Ephanoe
ment Program, THinfag compables
are se1 fo spend arownd TFHd T
LiHioi.

LOCALLY known as bagtikan, Lhi

wée |5 one of the oldest in Makilimg
Rutanical Gardenis inlos Badus, L2
it s tomsidered tiitically endangare
thie ligliast risk rating for any wild plant
SpRLias, LITLD T4 10

Far s Final Min
Lation andfor Dotom
Phas; P51 billonis
thie b g

Proposed biodiversity actions

for miners
ACTORBHG . B 1051
by eoigraviles L cong Rty

Gieniiveinily Loy v
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piogkeasive velidbilizat
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BY EDJEN OLIQUING
| believe the Seriate, §  @ribunepki.eao

2 sy goupomthe
matter. | 4. &.leader said the proposed Maharlika Wealth Fund will draw
j  from révenues from exploiting natural resourei 5.

generating ingtitutions

side from contributions from reven ue-gen 5
such as pension funds and state financial institutions, a Houge

Turn to page A2
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BY BERNIE ANABO

* Employees of the Bureau of
Customs from the Central Office
the 17 Collection Districts joined the
nationwide simultaneous tree planting
activity on 26 November.

A total of 4,500 seedlings were
planted as part of the bureau's Customs
Social ﬂltmeg!'aRhwithﬂle
theme ]](aw Ako, at ang BoC.”

Customs Commxssmner Yogi
Filemon Ruiz led the joint tree-planting
activity of the Central Office, Ports
of Manila, Batangas, Ninoy Aquino
International Airport and the Manila
International Container Port at Sitio
Bulihan, Barangay Tabangao Ambulong
in Batangas City.

“Planting a tree is the most selfless
act you can do,” Ruiz said.

“You plant a tree for yourself and
your children because you want to
ensure the survivability of your lineage,
but, in doing so, you also ensure that
other people and species will benefit
from it. ‘Pag nagtanim tayo ng puno
at tnaalagaan ang kalikasan, para
na rin nating inaalagaan ang ating
kinabukasan.”

‘Planting a tree is the most selfless act

you can do,’ Customs Commissioner
YoglFiIemonRuuzsa;d

The Ports of Tacloban, ngao,
Subic, Clark, Davao, Cebu, Cagayan

de Om, Limay, Zamboangaj Aparri,

(iloilo and Legazpi also held their

tree-planting activity pro
their respective cities.
Among the seedlings planted during
the simultaneous activity wene narra,
molave, mahogany, and mangj
Presndent Ferdinand M.
has directed all government
to make tree-planting a part
programmed environmental
to help strengthen the ¢
flood resilience capability.
BoC chief, is aggressively p
innovations in Customs pro
boost employee morale and
the President’s advocac
priority programs.
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Despite threats, Ann Dumaliang and her ¢ mmunity
of rangers and volunteers are steadfast in thrir mission

By Din M. Villafuerte
@dinmvee

Ann Dumaliang knew that the
area where Masungi Geore-
serve stands is vulnerable to
land-grabbing and quarry op-
erations. She also knew that it
would be her life’s biggest re-
gret if she didn’t do something
about it.

“Environment - Secretary
Angel Alcala, who is a Nation-
al Scientist and already in his
90s, stood up to protect the
area in the 1990s,” Dumaliang
said. “In 1996 onwards, my dad
and his small group of advo-
cates and engineers have gone
through so much and invested
so much of their resources to
restore the area, too, for over
a two-decade period. I do not
want this effort wasted and
wish for this intergenerational
care to continue,” she added.

Looking after. the geopark
'may have a lot of challenges and
feel overwhelming at times but
Dumaliang, who serves as man-
aging trustee with her sister Bil-
lie, feels that they—Masungi’s
community of conservationists,
rangers and volunteers—are
lucky that they are given an op-
portunity to do good.

Threats

When the pandemic was at
its peak, many of them made
the difficult decision to stay
within the georeserve or near-
by. “We were wary that illegal
groups would take advantage
of a challenging time for law
- enforcement and governance,”
she explained. They wanted to
make sure the reforestation
site was not compromised and
that they would be able to re-
spond immediately should
there be a need. Many rang-
ers took stations in areas that

were determined hot spots.
Masungi Georeserve was

and movements for change.”

threatened with more than five
major attempts at encroach-
ment during the past two
years, even as everybody was
dealing with the difficulties of
an unprecedented health cri-
sis. Two of their rangers were
even critically shot while they
were asleep in one of the re-
mote ranger stations, accord-
ing to Dumaliang.

“Our rangers and commu-
nity members face intimidation
on a regular basis,” she added.
“Multiple SLAPP (Strategic Law-
suit Against Public Participa-
tion) suits at prosecutor office
level and warrantless arrests
were done on to us, many of
these curiously moving despite
the lack of evidence while our
own complaints noticeably lag.”

Masungi has been asking
the Department of Environ-
ment and Natural Resources
to once and for all remove the
quarry agreements and land
traffickers in the area. “They

Ann Dumaliang: “Working together can ake ripples

do not oily pose a threat to
the envir lent but harm our

g. To her cred-

nt Secretary Maria

Antonia Yulo-Loyzaga has an-
nounced the cancellation of two

quarry agreements in the area.
“We logk forward to her see-
ing that these orders are passed
and put into motion,” Masungi’s
managing trustee added.
] along with
Masungi's team of conserva-
ngers and volun-
for the continued

individuals.

“We have seen how work-
ing together and contributing
our own skills and capabilities
to the cause can make ripples
and movements for change,”
she said. “Finally, let’s be wary
of disinformation tactics. Let’s
see this through!” g
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For Chen Reyes-Mencias, local communitlTéT::shoibld also reap
the benefits when protected areas become big tourist draws

By Nastasha Verayo De Villa
@tash_INQ

or Blue Water Consultan-
cy, Training and Services
tourism planning consul-
tant and ecotourism enter-
prise development expert Chen
Reyes-Mencias, local communi-

. ties in natural and cultural heri-

tage sites should not only carry
the honor and responsibility of
safeguarding these protected
areas but also reap the benefits
when these places become big
tourist draws.

Often, tourism-related op-
portunities are seized by ho-
tels, resorts, travel agencies and
tour operators, pushing local

residents—often members of

marginalized groups—out of
the picture. Reyes-Mencias be-
lieves this should not be the
case.

An advocate of responsible
travel and community-based
initiatives, Reyes-Mencias be-
lieves marginalized sectors
should have active involvement
in local tourism industry to
drive truly inclusive growth.

“Our 'mission is to pro-
mote the concept of communi-
ty-based sustainable tourism,”
said the environmental plan-
ner, adding getting residents
involved in local tourism will
improve the well-being of the
majority of stakeholders; reduce
criminality; reduce flocking to
urban areas of rural residents
looking for better opportunities;
and provide stronger protection
for natural and cultural resourc-
es by providing an economic
incentive through enterprise
development.

Her team collaborates with
local governments in employ-
ing the framework she designed
which engages fisherfolk, farm-
ers, indigenous people and oth-
er marginalized groups in the
provision of tourism services by

Chen Reyes-Mencias

training them to become guides
for snorkeling, birding, paddling
and trekking, as well as involv-
ing them in other tourism-re-
lated enterprises including
souvenir production and food
preparation.

Innovation

Conferred with the title
Reader’s Digest Asia and Aus-
tralia Hero for Today and a re-
cipient of the Environmental
Enhancement Award given by
the International Underwater
Foundation, former dive in-
structor Reyes-Mencias and her
team have provided technical

assistance to various ecotour-
ism sites all over the country,
including Palaui Island Protect-
ed Landscape and Seascape in
Cagayan; Sagay Marine Re-
serve in Negros; Buntod Marine
in Masbate City, Mt.
ral Park in Davao del
aal Volcano Protected
Landscape m Batangas and Ba-

and the Para El Mar award for
ne Sanctuary as one

Mencias believes that
innovation is necessary when
he issue of sustainable
th the added benefit of
1e local economy. She
alized Ecotourism Phil-

sustainable "_a:qunsm that heavily
involve leeal communities in
their respective natural and cul-
tural heritfge?sites. INQ

Reyes-Mencias believes that marginalized sectors should have
active involvement in local tourism industry to drive truly
inclusive growth.
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