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MISMONG ang pamunuan
naig United Nations ang
ku ikilala na ang usapin
sa ubig ay isang " gover-

. nance problem" na dapat
tutukan ng mga lider ng
mga bansa katulad ng Pili-
pinas. Kaya naman sa kan-
yang unang State of the Na-
tion Address (SONA), isa
sa mga inilatag ni Presi-
dent Ferdinand "88M"
Martos, Jr. ang usapin sa
wat$r management ng ban-
sa.

Bagama't sa metro cities
ng bansa katulad ng Greater
Manila Area ay hindi pa gaa-

HI KUWG SA TAURAN
PEHO MANDATO

NAGAGAMPANAN PA HIN
nongnararamdamanangprob-
lema sa tubig, may mga pa-
nigngbansanatalagangsalat
sa mapagkukunan ng malinis
na tubig, kaya sakripisyo at

ibayonghirapangpag-iigibsa
malalayong lugar.

Pangunahingmandatong
National Water Resources
Board(NWRB)napinamumu-
nuan ni Dr. Sevillo David, Jr.
bHangexecutive director ang
ipatupad ang mga probisyon
ng Presidential Decree No.
1067 na taong 1976 pa iniak-
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da ni datingPangulong F'erdi- at TagbilaranCity.
nand Marcos, Sr. Kaya kinakailangan ang

Sa abot ng rnakakaya ay karagdagang mga tat han ng
ginagampanan nam~ll ng NWRB para maseguro ang
NWRB ang alokasyon at pa- pagkakaroonngsuplav ng tu-
ngangalaga sa water rase ur- big sa ating mga gripo. A1am
ces ng bansa.Nahihirapar ito naman natin, sang rr aking
dahil mayroon lamang itong problema kapag kulang ng
higit kumulang 120tauhe n na mga tauhan, bumab '" ang
siyang namamahala sa 12 impiementasyonngm
water regions na may 34~ ri- rama.
ver basins, at may ponct(>ng Kinakailangan pa naman
P129.179millionnitong1tacng ang Comprehensive Water
2022. Hindisapatsa pagp:lp- Resources Assessment for
atupadngmgamahahal .Ie ng major river basins 10 pa't
programa nito katulad ng ramdam na ramdam a natin
Ground Water Manager,.mt angepekto ng . ate ange
Planfor HighlyUrbanizedWa- sa bansa, at ang wate f is-
IerConstraintAreaskatuladng try database na mahs gang
saAngelesCity,Bacolod Crty, mataposkaagadpara pag-
BaguioCity,Batangas,CilUa- kakaroon ng mas maa os na
yan de Oro City, Cavite, I\Oi- water improvenent and r-
Io,MetroCebu, Metro an ;,:.Ia"-,_v.:...ci-"-ce:..c. _
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HINDI lang mga mati~
na "tax collector" at
"smuggler hunter" ang
mga taga-Bureau of Cus-
toms (BOC) na pinamu-
munuan ni Commission-
er Yogi Filemon Ruiz.

Kagaya ni Pangulong
Ferdinand "Bongbon~" R.
Marcos [r., Vice President
Sara Z. Duterte at Senador
Imee Marcos, sila ay mga
"environmentalist" din.

Noon ngang nakaraang
Nobyembre 26 ay nagsaga-
wa ang mga opisyal at tau-
han ni Comnussioner Ruiz
ng sabayan!? "tree-plant-
ing activity sa 17 collec-
tion districts ng BoC.

Ang mga taga-Central
Office, PoM, Port of Batan-
gas, Ninoy Aquino interna-
tional Airport at MICP ay
isinagawa ang tree-plant-
ing activity sa isang baran-
gay sa Batangas City.

Ang iba pang collection
districts ay nagtanim ns. tree
seedlings sa kani-kanilang
lugar.

May temang "Ikaw, Ako
at ang BoC," ang aktibidad
ay biIang pagsunod sa utos

ni Pangulong Marcos sa mga
?pisina ng gobyerr:'0 na gaw-
mg parte ng kanilan~ pro-
grarna ang ~agtatanun ng
punong kahoy. .
Ang pagtatanim ng punong
kahoy ay makatutulong ng
malaki para mapatibay ang
"flood resiliency capabili-
ty" ng bansa.
Ayon sa mga eksperto, kaya
madalas na magkaroon ng
landslide at pagbabaha sa
bansa ay dahil sa pagkawa-
la ng m~a punong kahoy sa
mararru nating kabundu-
kan.
Kaya gusto ni Pangulong
Marcos na tamnan mull ng
punong kahoy ang mga
nakalbong kabundukan.
Ayon sa report, nagtanim
ang mga opisyal at tauhan
ni Commissioner Ruiz ng
mahigit na 4,500 seedlings
ng narra, molave, mahoga-
ny at mangrove noong Sa-
bado.
"You plant a tree (not onIX)
for yourself and your chil-
dren (but) because you want
to ensure the survivality of
your lineage," sabi ni Com-
missioner Ruiz sa isang
pahayag.
Tama ka diyan, Sir Yogi!
Malaki ang magagawa nito
para sa mga susunod na
henerasyon!

*••
Kagaya ng ibang ports

of entry sa buong bansa,
!along pinaigting ng Port of
Clark sa Pampanga ang
kanilang kampanya laban
sa iligal na droga.

Noong ngang itala~a ni
Pan~long Marcos SI Sir
Yogt Filemon Ruiz bilang
hepe ng Bureau of Customs
ay isa sa marching orders

PAGE

niya sa hull ay patigilinruya
ang drug smuggling.

Sa ngayon ay nang-
gagaling sa labas ng bansa
ang bulto ng supply ng ille-
gal drugs sa Pilipinas
pagkatapos na ma-disman-
tie ang mga laboratoryo ng
shabu sa "bansa. .

Kung saan-saan na idi-
nadaan ang mga ipinagba-
bawal nagamot. Mabuti na
lang at nasasakote ng mga
taga-BoC ang mga droga
na itinatago sa mga karga-
mento.

Noong Lunes ay ibini-
gay ng Port of Clark sa
Philippine Drug Enforce-
ment Agency (PDEA) ang
mga kuinpiskadong droga
na nagkakahalaga ng ma-
higit P12.5 milyon.

Ang mga kontrabando,
na nakapaloob sa 12 strip-
ments, ay nakumpiska n
mga tauhan ng BoC-Port
Clark mula Marso hang-
gang Nobyembre 2022.

Nadiskubre ng mga tau-
han ni Port of Clark District
Collector John Simon ang
mga droga, na kinabibilan-
gan ng ecstasy tablets at
Kush marijuana, sa tulong
ng mga x-ray machine.

Pinasalamatan ni Col-
lector Simon ang partner
government agencies sa na-
pakalaking ttilong nila sa
kampanya ng ahensxa la-
ban sa pagpasok ng illegal
drugs sa bansa.

Naniniwala tayo na ma-
hihirapang makalusot ang
mga ipinagbabawal na
gamot sa mga port of entry
dahil nandiyan ang mga
highly-trained BoC person-
nel, x-ray machine at K-9.

Hindi ba, Commission-
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er Xogi FiJen;,?n Ruiz?

Haba ? papalapit ang
Pasko a 'B~gong Taon ay
mukhang pataas ng rataas
pa rin an!; presyo ng ma-
rarrring commodities, Ialo na
an~ sibuyas, siling labuyo
at i,pa pa ~ gulay.

Mabuti pa ang asukal,
bumababa na ang presyo
nito sa ibat-ibang parte ng
bansa.

Kagaya ng inaasahan ng
mararni, II aas na rin ang
rresyo II; tinatawag na
'noche buena items" fulad

ng mga sangkap sa pagga-
wa ng fruit salad ang "fruit
cocktail."

Ang malgandang balita
naman ay makabibili ang
rnga kaba ayan natin ng
rnurang idukto sa mga
Kadiwa sb 'e. Ang proble-
ma lang, i an pa lang ang
mga Kadi store sa bansa,

Inuuna taman kasi ng
gobyerno nalagyanng Kadi-
wa stores.ang mga lugar na
kung saan riiarami talagang
mamarna 1. ang nangan-
gailangan : tulong ng go-
byerno.

Tama 1 ng naman ito
dahil tala'D,Il namang sayad
ang kab ld1Tan ng karami-
hail nating Iababayan bun-
ga pa rin ~;epekto ng COV-
ID-19 P .idemic.

Salam : at gumagawa
ng paraa ang gobyerno
para maibna.n ang kahira-
pan ng t nbayan.

(Para~(. inyong komen-
to atvsuh !r~iyon, tumawag
o mag- e:tjt sa #0917-
86244841
~ rtitffl@gmaiLro
Ilagay lal1~~lng buong pan-
galan at sahan.)
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By Thor Cuatro
"PLANT a tree and gain immortality. "

This saying behooves everyone to take heed
in the face of the existentialist threat posed by
global warming and climate change.

As the country observes Global Warming
and Climate Change Consciousness Week, the
Million Trees Foundation, Inc. (MTFI) has
urged all stakeholders to support the priority
programs of the Department of Environment
and Natural Resources to ensure an integrated
approach to the problem of climate change.

In a statement, MTFI President and
Executive Director Melandrew T. Velasco said
mitigating the effects of climate change needs
the cooperation of all stakeholders.

He cited that among the government priority
programs, MTFI is committed to continue
its support to the reforestation program
and initiatives to ensure water security and
resilience in high water-stressed areas.

"Our goal is to plant more trees and grow
them. MTFI's objective is really to grow trees
in critical watersheds and continue the gains of
the Annual Million Tree Challenge," Velasco
said.

"We make sure the tree species we plant
are compatible with the type of soil," he said,

Foundation urges planting
of more trees

adding, "this contributes to the SUCCl:! s in
reforestation. "

MTFI targets to plant 10 million more tress
by 2030.

It has succeeded in planting 5.2 million
trees in seven critical watersheds in A gat,
Ipo, La Mesa, Umiray, Laguna Lake, Kaliwa
and Upper Marikina that supply potable water
to Metro Manila and its environs from 2017
to 2021 through the Annual Million • rees
Challenge of the Metropolitan Waterwor. ; and
Sewerage System.

According to Velasco, reforesting the
watersheds contributes to water security.

For his part, MTFI Chairman Emeritus Gen.
Reynaldo V. Velasco said it is "our obligation to
care for our environment.

"Trees capture carbon dioxide and
intensifying tree-planting means more trees to
absorb carbon emission." •

MTFI has partnered with various
organizations and the business sector to pursue I

its reforestation program.
One of its partners is San Miguel Corporation,

the country's leading c nglomerate.
Bolstering its climate action initiatives, MC .

subsidiary SMC Global Power Holdings ::Orp.
planted over five million new trees and marl\roves
from 2019 to date, under itsmulti-year,natii~LWide

Bolstering its climate action initiatives, SMC
subsidiarySMC Global Power Holdings Corp.planted
overfive million new trees and mangroves from
2019 to date, under its multiyear, nationwide
forestation and carbon capture program

forestationand carbon captureprogram.
The company said it is also expanding the

scope of the project to reforest areas around ;ts
new Battery Energy Storage System facilities
-the first and largest such network in the
Philippines and Southeast Asia.

SMf; President and Chief Executive
Officer R mon S. Ang said as of October 2022,
SMCGP's "Project 747" initiative has yielded
a total 5, 10,116 upland and mangrove trees,
across sorpe 1,500 hectares ofland.

The pr9ject's goal is to plant seven million
trees on some 4,000 hectares of land, in at least
seven provinces.

Thus far, SMCGP has planted in eight: Albay,
Bataan, Bulacan, Davao Occidental, Negros
Occidental; Pangasinan, Quezon, and Zambales.

SMC Global Power Holdings has partnered
with the Dumagats to plant white and red lauan,
palosapis, apitong, yakal, guijo, bignai and
narra, among others in the first 16 out of 55

'Lhectares of land identified for reforestation.
SMCGPH aims to plant seven million trees

and mangroves on more than 4,000 hectares of
land. .

Meanwhile, in Angat, Bulacan a total
54,056 trees and mangroves have been planted
including those planted by employees of the
Bulacan Bulk Water Supply Project on 14
hectares at the Angat Dam Watershed.

"The tree-planting activities of SMC
contribute greatly to the government's
reforestation campaign. I hope other
organizations will follow and do their share in
prot;¢ting the environment," Gen. Velasco said.
v.ast month, DENR gathered over 200
industry and sector leaders to a multi-sectoral
forum to strengthen the country's environmental
resy.!ence.
.....,During the event, Secretary Maria Antonia
Yulo Loyzaga reaffirmed DENR's commitment
to protect the country's natural resources.

She cited the need for inclusiv and
multidisciplinary dialogue to make this po ble.

The observ ance of Global armin and
Climate Chan ge Consciousness eek
November 1 .·25 is pursuant to • resi
Proclamation 1.667 issue, by' Pre ident
Macapagal Arroyo on November 18, 200

The Proclamation enjoins all gover- ent
offices including govbrnment-owned and
controlled. corporations to observe the vent
through the conduct of relevant activit "in
coordination i h Privatef:sector in t tutio and
in liaison with he UN f ily of agenci and
regional groups" in the c untry.

This year's observance of Global W: g
and Climate ::hange Consciow ness .veek
immediately comes afte the herding the
27th session ~,(the Con erence 0 the ies
(COP27) under the Unit d Nations Fram work
Convention on Climate hange (UNFC C) in
Egypt last November 6-1 ,2022.

Global warming and climate chang have
led to catastro pnic impa t of massive fl ding
and tsunamis in variou parts of the lanet
and everyone must act ow to coun this
existentialist neat before it wipes out ntire
humankind.

-ery
itial '
oria

(The writer is a.freelancejournal t ~ h vrites
about praeticany everytl!"ng under the s and
trees wtth particular inte t in the em;iro t,
cars, trade Q/: d industry, 'fannin.J
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PHOTOGRAPH BY BOB DUNGO JR, FOR THE DAILY TRIBUNE @,f'ibunephCbob

AN intimate moment between a father and his child is witnessed by the white sands of thE! Dolomite
Beach along Roxas Boulevard.
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Two subsidiaries of Nickel A ia
Corp. (NAC) were accorded t re
coveted Presidential Mineral Indus-
try Environmental Award (PMIEA)
in the 68th Annual National Mine
Safety and Environment Conference
(ANMSEC) held recently in Ba uio
City.

NAC recently reported more than
P21 billion in gross revenues. NAC's
attributable net income reached P6.9
billion from January to Septem-
ber, up from last year's P6.17 billion.

Hinatuan Mining Corp or at ion
(HMC) and Taganito Mining Cor-
poration (TMC), both subsidiaries
of NAC, are recipients of the pres-
tigious PMIEA this year, a back-to-
back win for both.

In addition, the Best Mining Forest
Award and the Most Improved Safety
Performance under the Safest Mines
Award were accorded also to TMC,
with operations based in Claver,
Surigao del Norte.

It is also a back-to-hack win for
HMC this year. HMC, with opera-
tions based in Tagana-an, also in Su-
rigao del Norte, was the grand slam
winner during the 67th ATMSEC
last year, sweeping all major honors
from the country's most prestigious
award-giving body in the mining
industry.

Two more NAC subsidiaries were
honored - Cagdianao Mining Corp
(CMC), with operations in Dinagat
Islands, a Platinum Achievement
Awardee for Surface Mining Operatio
Category; and RioTuba Nickel (RTN)in
Palawan, the two-time ASEANAward
for BestMining, was a Platinum Award-
ee for its nickel operations and Titaniu
Awardee for its limestone project.
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Nuclear plant proposal draws

mixed reaction among senat rs

By Macon Ramos-Araneta

MAJORITY leader Joel Villanueva
on Wednesday said he is open to
discussions on the plan of the Philippine
Nuclear Research Institute (PNRI) and
theadministrationofPresidentFerdinand
Marcos to secure potential deals with
SouthKorea,France,andthe United States
for the construction of nuclear power
plants in the Philippines.

However, Villanueva said he
has reservations about this idea.

"We are all aware that nuclear power
plants contain radioactive material that
is extremely harmful to humans and the

is more open to exploring the use
of modular types of nuclear plants for
the country.

Using small modular reactors, he
noted, could prove to be an affordable
option and manageable in size and scale
for the country. ,

"We have seen these in other countries
but we wanted to study further."

Minority leader Aquilino Pimentel III
said generation of electricity through
nuclear technology must be authorized
first by law.

He said the legal framework must first
be approved. Then the regulatory body
must be put up to approve the project

environment," he said.
"We also need to conduct a thorough

evaluation of potential sites for tne
power plant and waste storage," ' e
added.

"Can this technology be efficiently
utilized in an archipelagic country suoh
as the Philippines?" he inquired.

Pointing out that nuclear power
plants would cost billions of dollar, 1e
questioned how the Philippines can
afford such projects.

Assuming that the project would
be cost efficient, he asked how long it
would take to get a return on investment.

On this note, Villanueva said he

before even a square inch of constructi in
is started.

"There must also be a law on w
the nuclear waste is managed. In s ort,
the decision to adopt nuclear pow er
generation is not for the executive
branch alone to decide. Congress must
be involved in formulating this policy,"
Pimentel said. .

"And then under the Local Governm :nt
Code written by my father the late S ate
President NenePime tel, the LGUs nd
their people should also now be consul.ed
especially if their area is a chose I or
potentialsite of the nuclear power ph il s,"
he added.
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BREAKTH UGH
ELFREN S. CRUZ

•
Big emitters
refuse to pay

The UN Climate Summit
that ended last weekend
left many critical issues

unresolved. Many of the vital
issues that were supposed to
be addressed were not in the
final communique. In fact, the
biggest challenges to the climate
crisis which were thoroughly
discussed during the summit
were not in the final agreement.

The majority of countries attending the summit,
for example, refused to promise to stop burning fossil
fuel. Instead, they simply repeated other pledges in
other climate summits to "face down unabated coal"
and to get rid of "ineffident fossil fuel subsidies." All
these pledges were vague enough to allow the wealthy
countries to arrive at different interpretations.

Cutting emissions, adapting to a warmer climate
and J?ayiIJl for climate cost damage are all linked. In
fact, It has been observed that faster decarbonization
means a 1 wer bill for adaptation and less spending
on rebuilding after disasters. But this is a lesson that
the majority of delegates at the climate summit could
not seem to agree on how to do these three major tasks
simultaneously. ,

Alok Sharma, who presided over last year's climate
summit in Glasgow, said that more should have been
done. He declared: "Emissions peaking before 2025 ...
not in this text. Clear follow- through on the phase-
down of coal ... not in this text. A clear commitment
to phase out all fossil fuels ... not in this text."

The only minor success of the summit was an
agreement to "loss and damage fund." The idea of this
is that rich countries should pay the poorer countries
to help them deal with climate-related disasters such
as floods, rising sea levels and desertification. This
~oncept of loss and damage was actually conceived
m 1991 when a small island in the Pacific - Vanu-
atu - sugg sted an insurance scheme to pay for the
consequen es of rising sea level. The justification is
that the industrial countries are the biggest emitters
of greenhoyse gas.

For 30 years, the Vanuatu proposal was rebuffed
by major industrial countries who were wary of any
suggestion for financial liability for climate change.
The biggest emitter which is China and the second
biggest emitter, the United States, both refused 0
cooperate. However, in this las summit, the poor ~r
countries were finally able to co wince the European
governments to pledge an amount that would et
up a climate fund under the au plces of the United
Nations. The details of this fu d were not agre
upon, but will be agreed upon iA t e next summit in
November next year.

The amount pledged for the .1 :i was $262 million
with the bulk coming from Ge limy. This is a ti y
amount compared to the actual ntieq for addressing the
problem of climate disasters. FOl'example, early this
year, heavy monsoon rains in Pal" stan caused more
than $30billion of damage and financial losses. This is
nearly 9 percent of Pakistan's GDE While the cause of
the floods was attributed to La Kina, the heavy rains
were made heavier by the effects J greenhouse gases.

The climate summit in its final memorandum cre-
ated a fund. The problem is that eside from the $262
million in pledges, it is not clear how much more
money will end up in the fund. Historically, ind s-
trialized nations, especially China, have refused to
pay for their sins of emitting greenhouse gases. For
example, in the 2009 climate summit in Copenhagen,
there was a promise by indus~alized countries to
raise $200 billion a year to help pac r countries tackle
climate change by building flood control infrastruc-
ture, renewable energy source~ and other similar
projects. Even if a "loss and damage" fund is set up,
there will still be plenty of arguments about ho ~
much each industrialized country will pay.

Two of the largest emitters - China and Russia -
have refused any participation i this or any similar
funds.

There are proposals to estimate a country's histo ic
emissions and the amount of global warming th 'y
have caused.

There is likely to be disagree ents also on which
countries should benefit from the fund. One radical
idea that was proposed during the Egypt summit is
that the world's various development funds like te
IMF and World Bank should engaw~in riskier lending
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'Doornlsrn' as climate truth
CREDIT for inspiring today's

train of thought must be
given to environmental writer
T.J. Brearton, who held forth
on the topic of communicating
climate science and action in- a
long (almost 3,000 words) es-
say published on Medium a few

. days ago. As I am rather posses-
sive about the small space I have
been graciously granted here, I
will spare the reader from a copy-
pasted rehash of Brearton's ar-
ticle; besides, I don't completely
agree with him, though he makes
a number of compelling points.

The basic assertion is this:
Public understanding of climate
change is handicapped - CR.p-
pled, Would be the word I might
use - by faulty communication
from the media, which is a con-
sequence of the "news" compo-
nent of the media business being
regarded as a profit-generating
activity that has to compete with
a vast and mostly free online in-
formation ecosystem. Thus, news
content is modified for market-
ability, that is, biased to' appeal to
a particular audience who will pay
for it either directly, or indirectly
through the advertising it can attract.

Therefore, because public per-
ception and sentiment is a driver
of policy, climate change policy
is also compromised, and this re-
sults in ineffective or inadequate
action to mitigate or adapt to cli-
mate change. Although Brearton
doesn't bring it up, the disap-
pointing results of the recent
eOP27 climate summit are a
good example. The only sub-

ROUGH
TRADE

BEN
KRITZ

• PHOTO BY BEN KRITZ
also a conflict between the self-
indulgent, xenophobic, change-
fearing "right" and everyone else.

"Doomism" is a point of view
that holds that we humans will
not be able to stop or reverse the
~rogressive damage we have done
to Earth's environment, and that
we will suffer profound changes to
life as we know, perhaps even up to
our own extinction. Efforts to miti-
gate and adapt to climate impacts
are still vital to easing the sever-
ity of our inevitable decline, but
decline we will. The exhortations
that "there is still time" to halt
the deterioration of the climate at
some arbitrary marker such as the
"1.5 C" global warming limit are

.either naive or a pretense.
Most climate activists despise

this point of view as defeatism,
and argue that unless there is some
positive result to aspire to, no one
will bother to put forth any effort
to save the climate. To doomists

• like me, this is a mildly offensive
judgment coming from a perspec-
tive that promises an unrealistic

. future, one in which the changes
everyone will experience will be
largely cosmetic - maybe you'll

drive an electric car instead of a
gas-fueled one, be more consden-
tious about recycling, and become
accustomed to eating more plant-
based and engineered food.

Going back to how information
relates to all this, E earton implies
that if climate change news was re-
ported completely honestly, with-
out marketing bias, then it would
in fact be a story of doomism.
That is probably correc but as I
said earlier, Brearton ca not seem
to escape the trap of optimism. It
requires a lot of fa th in human-
ity to believe that "knowing the
real score" on the cli ate will
inspire people to come together
iln appreciation of the fragility
of our remarkable existence, and
demand the fundamental anges
that are needed to save our world.

Brearton recognizes taat those
changes are not merely environ-
mental factors su as reducing
emissions and el minating land
and water pollution, but changes
to our economic S' stems, and our
fore assumptions that popula-
tions and wealth can nd will
constantly expan 1. He believes
that those changs are actually
pessible to make, and rould be
made if only people were pushed
in the right directi on by he news
they are exposed to. That is a nice
sentiment, but take a look at
the people aroun I you - your
online neighborhood, your com-
munity, your na ion, perhaps
even your own family - and ask
yourself if that's at all rational,

ben.kritz@mamlatimes.net

stantial outcome of the sunimit I

was an agreement in principle to
create a fund that would be used
to compensate at-risk countries
for climate-related damage and
losses, but all the important
details - who would pay into
the fund, how much should be
contributed, and how it would be
administered - were left out, to
be sorted by an as-yet unformed
working group that will suppos-
edly present its recommenda-
tions at the next summit.

That much of Brearton's thesis
I agree with; I also agree with his
suggestion that "doomism" is the
proper perspective from which
to approach climate change,
but he subsequently blows it by
arguing that it should 'inspire a
more rational optimism. He also
dismisses the destructive impact
of climate denialism and the
manipulative false or misleading
"news" that intentional choice to
stupefy the public - which is, as .
explained above, driven by the
fact that there is indeed a market
of consumers who actually wish
to be stupefied - has on the
overall effort to communicate
and manage climate change. It is
not just a conflict between "cen-
ter and left," as Brearton puts it
- those who are more optimistic
or pessimistic about our chances
to survive climate change - but
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How film and TV can help the climate change bat e

PARIS, France (AFP) - films
and TVhave immense power
to shift attitudes on politi-
cal issues, yet they remain'

little-used in debates over climate
change.

Analyzing a database of. 37,453
film and TV scripts from 2016 to
2020, researchers at the University
of Southern California (USC) found
that just 1,046 - 2.8 percent -
included any keywords related to
climate, and only 0.6 percent men-
tioned "climate change" specifically.

A similar British study by Albert,
a sustainability NGO, found that
"cake" was mentioned 10 times
more than "climate change" in TV
subtitles in 2020.

"The vast majority of films and
shows we watch exist in a different
reality, wliere climate change does
not exist. This allows viewers to
live in a fantasy," said Anna Jane
Joyner, founder of Good Energy, a
consultancy that helps scriptwriters
address the issue.

Scriptwriters have been keen to
address climate change, Joyner said,
but felt others would not be inter-
ested, or that they would be branded
as hypocrites.

"Many writers feel guilty about
their own lifestyle - that unless .
you're a perfect climate citizen,
you can't authentically write about
it," said Joyner. "But we need less
shaming."

It helps that public concern is
rising.

The number of Americans view-
ing climate change as a major threat
jumped from 37 to 55 percent be-
tween 2017 and 2021, despite right-
wing denials.

In Britain, it jumped from 37 to
65 percent.

decision to support
marriage equality in
the United States in
2012.

"People tend
to view entertain-
ment as frivolous ...
and writers who
care about climate
change might think
that audiences will
not be receptive,"
said Erica Rosenthal
of USC. "But that is
false."

Her work has
shown how view-
ers form "para-so-
cial relationships"
with characters on-
screen, exposing them to new ideas
and people.

"Even if climate change only

HEAVIERRAINFAll has caused mere .- and deeper - floods in
parts of the world due to cllmate change. In photo, r uer
stranded residents a ride out of till! flooded area during Ty
Ulysses in November 2020. (Manila Bulleti file photo)

Analyzing a database
of 37,453 film and
'IV scrip~sfrom 2016
to 2020, researchers
found that 1,046 - 2.8
percent - included
any keywords related
to climate, and only
0.6 percent mentioned
'climate change.'
comes up in passing in a show that
we love, it subconsciously validates
that this concern is normal," said
Joyner.

"You need that sense of con-
nection before you get to a place of
agency."

However, some mentions are
more useful than others, she added.

Two common tropes are the
apocalypse - which is demoral-
izing - and characters that badger
others about their SUV or plastic
straws. "Nobody likes a scold," said
Joyner.

Simple gestures can help -

characters expressing concern about
the clima :E!, using public transport
or minirr.izing food waste

"We see plenty of stori es on
treme we ther but they are rarely, if
ever, linked to climate chap 6 •...That
would be easy," added Ro ., ith

Conquering nature
Holly food has long explored

humanity's relationship wi h nature,
dating be ~k to the grand vistas of
early Westerns.

"Initia ly, Westerns w re about
conquerir.g the land, but very quick-
ly we see tl at domesticating nature
should not mean destroying it," said
Veronique ::'e Bris, who compiled
"100 Great Films for the Planet" in
France.

Horror over nuclear weapons
spurred change after World War II,
she added.

As early as 1958, celebrated
director to; i cholas Ray made "Wind
Across the Ilvergiades" abou animal
conservati OIl.

There have been many e amp es
since, from "Erin Brokovich" to
"Wall-E" .o "Don't Look Up."

But the current focus 0 1 global
climate cr.ange is tricky for film-
makers, L:! Bris said, perhaps be-
cause we are all complicit at some
level. •

"The LGBT debate was fairly
neat. Either you're tolerant or not,"
she said. "Eut nobody is perfect
when it COll'lE!S to climate, "

any
~ ve
Don

Para - social relationships
TV has helped shift political at-

titudes over the years, especially
around race and sexuality, from
the first inter-racial kiss on "Star
Trek" in the 1960s to the gay stars
of 1990S sitcoms "Ellen" and "Will
and Grace."

The latter was even cited by
then vice-president Joe Biden in his
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Marcos expected to i n
2 ,3 u . 't;~,et~reD'ec.l~

/n%{ . ._,es +{~

AndreS'Bonifaciom Caloocan City. ing activi,ti
- .••.•••.~ -''', " •• -- Gatchalian chairs the Senatecom- Marcosif,

President Marcos is expected to mittee on finance sub-committee E. OFforhiso
sign into law the proposed P5.26-- 'Think-tankInfraJVatchPHearlier President S. I Duterte is
trillion national budget for 2023 urged lawmak(;U'StQtrim "a huge P500-ll1illionZIF under he ) oe
before ' 15, Sen. She . Gatch- ;MfIDlo at'(,. n 'wJtjlin the P2.3.biJlion ~:anocat n

1" talian, . stel'~a~ :~:Frop 'Z6f llNottdget for TheSena aligned P152
" The Bi<:ameral corne ce com- 12023' fomi nfidential and worth of C " to various a

mittee - composed of representa-intelligenee funds (CIFs). when it pa~ d the proposed
tives from the Senate and the House "What we are saying is that there national bu et on third d
of Representatives - is eyeing to is still such a great amount offat that reading last ~.
come up with a reconciled version needs to be trin:uned, particularly Committ senior vice
of the n~tional Spending plan as it +Inthe .dentia1,~d)ntelligenee Marikina R . Stella Luz r- u

if~·!tfg~~fdi,t~.nT!~.ai~~~~:F .y-at~:d'
"The bicam will end by Dec. 5. recent interview with "The Chiefs" Marcos eigh oint soeioec m

The target date of Signing by the aired on Cignal 'TV'sOne News. agenda. .
President is before Dec. IS, hope- Opposition Senators Aquilino The prop adP5.2f-trillio ..,
fully. Buttm sure be£oreNewYeat;.Pimentel!ll and Risa Hontiveros nationalbud~rt:is~.9ll>erce
thiswiU~signedandwe~have +~aVe '.' on vP9:3-c .. ~~.thl$}y~a, $ J5Udget,ace r
a.p.ewbiktget;1t Gatcha1ianSaidonjJilli .... fo . 0 .....cies ." fo the Depa' . ent 01 Budg t
tfie'sidelln:eSoftheeommemoration' 'that have nothing to do with 'intel- Manage'men
of the 159th birth ~versary of l,igence,information or data gather- '_ Wi Lawr nee Ag oili


