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Mofthem&ntly
~'He said since thvstan of the
 processing of the mining permits
&dthﬁmgofmebap onopen-
. f, many mining

{ ___smg of nurfilﬁ_ ermi
. ¥ nin ~  MGB officials from various
2 ban on op el_l_ pit _ .'_)jreglonal offices joined mining
- industry stakeholders at the 68th

© Annual National Mine Safety and
{ uf the
Philippine Mine SMan&En—
wonmqi Association (PMSEA)

veek in Baguio City.

Tﬁ(ﬂw is a volunteer orga-
- nization is strongly advocat-
ing for responsible mining and
remains to be the frontrunner in

pew to operate that had been open-pit mining greatly affected

pe over the past several thecountry’s miningindustryover ~occupational health and safety,
 years and the lifting of the ban" the past several years, forcingsome ~ sound environmental manage-

enforced by the Duterte admin- " o ies to elqs‘e their mine  ment, and social development.

istration. d abandon their ﬁ&ng‘. Mateo said prospects of min-

He added that the previous 1 activities and affecting the Uverall ing in the country remain bﬁght

because of prevailing high metal
pricesin theworld market coupled
with the presence of min-. alized
areits in different parts of the
Philippines.

Environment Secreta
Antonia Yulo-Loyzaga sz
government |supports respo nsible
mining in the context of overall
gouls of inclusivity, resiliency and
sust:inable development.

Ytlo-Loyzaga reminded mining
corpanies npt to be satisfiec! with
theit compliance with rules_on
responsible mining but instead
elevate the same to higher levels
that will contribute to the coun-
try's yrowth:

Shz attended the mir
indistry symposium anc
Presidential Minerals Ind
Environmental Awards, amon
activities lined up during the
long :nnual national mine «
and environment conferen
the IMSEA.

7 Ma.
d the

rals
the

istry
s the
eek-
fety
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3y Jordeene B. Lagare

ﬁordeenelagare e 818y

BMGI Mining Corp., a unit of
sonsunji-led DMCI Holdings
ac, wants a carbon credit sys-

em put up in the Philippines in
he hopes of beefing up global
Aforts to fight climate chmm

With President

is concurrently

1s the country’s agriculture

minister, and Environment

Secretary Mafia Antonia Yu-
_lo-Loyzaga “on board” with

“the concept, DMCI

president Tulsi Das Reyes told -

reporters a system could be in
place in six years’ time.
Carbon credits are usual-
7 created by individuals or
projects, say renewable energy
plants or farmlands, that de-
stroy or offset greenhouse gas-
‘es. These are then purchased
by individuals or companies
that make unavoidable carbon
dioxide emissions as a result of
their production or operations.
£~ According to financial jar-
gon go-to Investopedia, these
credits are usually sold or
bought through a cap-and-
trade program. A company
will only be allowed a certain
level of emission, going be-

. yond such limit means it will

have to buy credits from an-
other party. Over time, the
limit will train the company

*0 reducing its emissions—

rbymngbnlaw icsﬁm.mt
em«:redﬂ& R *-
“We!re afm; carbon cred»-

abt-m;t nm&.ﬁmﬁ’hﬂinpm h&.
cor&al&.dermmt. 08 NEY |

“Reyes said Japanese md«
ing company Marubeni Corp.

“ has been helping various com-

panies worldwide offset their
carbon dioxide emissions.
“What’s nice about Secre-
tary Loyzaga is that's one of
her primary ideas to put for-
ward this thing. We would like
to help her, with Marubeni our
partner. Marubeni has a global
framework. They've done it in
other countries before,” he said.
Reyes said the plan would
complement the government's
national greening program.
“We would like to make
this thing because if you can-
have the national greening
program .. that's already a
good foundation,” he said.

e is referring to the ini-
tiative of the Department of
Environment and Natural Re-
‘sources, which aims to cover 2

million hectares in vulnetable"_
areas planted with trees by

2028. 1NQ
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DMCT offers to help DENR

craft carbon credits framcw_c_)rk | |

_ BY JED MACAPAGAL

DMCI Mining Corp. has offered
to help the Department of Envi-
ronment and Natural Resources
(DENR) create a national frame-
work for carbon credits.

Carbon credits are tradable
cettificates for the right to emit an
etimvalcnt amount of carbon di-
oxide and other

Tulsi Das Reyes, DMCI Mining
president, in a briefing in Makati

greenhouse gases.

FAGET  BANNER  EDITORIAL

TORY

Insieh bl 2

City last week, said the' proposal
was tackled with DENR Secretary ‘
Maria Antonia Yulo-Loyzaga.
“In our country, we don'’t have
a framework for carbon credits. ..
We would like to help (DENR) ‘
with Matrubeni (Corp.), our part-
ner which has a global framework.
They’ve done it in other countries
before (and) they would like to |
share it in the Philippines,” Reyes
said.
Marubeniis a]apanese firm that

has been mv;lved with several

DMCI Mmmg added when

‘projects of DMCI Mining’s parent  implemented, a national carbon

firm and affliates, .., credit framework may also further ‘
The carbon credits framework  persuade transnational companies

complements the current National

Grteening Program
“which aims to reha-
unproductive, de-
- nuded and degraded
forestlands esti-
‘mated at 7.1 million
hectares. it O

 §

I
In the absence of a natiqn'a-_l
framework for carbon credits,
" local gmemmentm havc -
pletnented their own.

' Earlier this year, the provincial

~government of Negros’(_)__rientel
launched an ordinance for in-
centlyizing incoming renewable

~ energy investors through carbon
credits. ’

to operate in the Phlhppmcs : ‘

ARTOON
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DMCI

carbon credi t

We're after carbon credits. In our country, we
don’t have a framework for carbon credits

BY MARIA ROMERO
@tribunephi_mbr

Consunjided DMCI Mining Corp. is proposing that the
government adopt guidelines to obtain carbon credits from
green projects in the country, especially among mining
companies, to advance the fight against climate change.
During a chat with reporters last week, DMCI
Mining presulent Tulsi Das: heﬂ‘es dlsclosed that
President and Agriculture chief Ferdinand R. Marcos
Jr. and Environment Secretary Maria Antonia Yulo
Loyzaga are “on board” with the proposal to help
the pmate sector limit greenhouse gas emissions.
“We're after carbon credits.

In our country, we don’t have a framework for carbon
credits. What's nice about Secretary Loyzaga is that’s

one ofhermmaryldaaslstoput forwardtkustlmg, s

. )G o toSepkemberasﬂw
tubeni, our expected: in_
ork. They've “shipments or

~added.

scheme rul

|
Carbon credits, also known as earbon offsets, are
permits that allow the owner to emit a certain amount
of carbon dioxide or other greenhouse gases.
|
Emission lonit |

Usually, a credit allows a eertiin company to emi
one ton of carbon dioxide or the equivalent in other
greenhouse gases. '

For the first nine months of the year, lower nickel
ore shipments and average nick2 grade sales slashed
DMCI Mining’s net income by 17 percent to P1.17
billion during the period from P .41 billion a year ago.

What’s nice about Secretary Loyzaga is that’s one
of her primary ideas is to put forward ithis thing.

During the third quarter alone, net iLxeome went
down by 56 percent from P181 1nillion to P80 million
due to the combined effect of lovn:r shipment, flattish
nickel grade sold, higher selling rrices, and favorable
average foreign emhange rates.

Total shipments declined s.o)g'fy from January
t'le ~did etter than

faﬂb;f perdmtﬁﬁml.

metmtonsmmmanm 1
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Diokno: Strengthen climate policies

We must urgently increase the availability of adaptatior
and resilience finance, particularly for sustainable and

climate-resilient infrastructure

BY TIZIANA CELINE PIATOS

@tribunephl_tiz

Finance Secretary Benjamin
Diokno urged policymakers and
experts to invest in adoption
efforts to lessen the risks and
tragedies associated with climate
change. _

In a recent Climate Investment
Forum hosted by the Climate
Change Commission, Diokno said
the government has been forced to

effects of climate change due to the
country’s significant vulnerak ility
to disaster and climate risks.

“We must urgently increase
the availability of adaptation and
resilience finance, particularly for
sustainable and climate-resilient
infrastructure,” Diokno said.

According to Diokno, the private
sector plays an important rolz in
achieving a just transition towzrds
a low-carbon economy.

These transitions include

»

prioritize catastrophe risks and the

development and use of new
technologies, and the creation of
climateresilient communities while
considering ecosystem integrity and
natural resources.

Diokno also noted the
commitment of the Philippine
government on “strengthening its
policies on climate financing (and)
mainstreaming sustainable finance
in all possible ways through policy
and harmonization.”

In addition, the Department of
Finance and the Bangko Sentral ng
Pilipinas had built a sustainable
finance ecosystem to facilitate
investments in green projects and
foster the development of greener

regulations to promote private

sector participation.

WB’s stand
For its part, the World Bank
has made available its Country
Climate and Development Report
for the Philippines, which details

- how climate change will affect

the nation’s economic growth
and emphasizes the crucial role
that business plays in addressing
climate change.

Dr. Ndiame Diop, World Bank’s
country director for Brunei,
Malaysia, the Philippines, and
Thailand at the World Bank, said
WB has a “very strong commitment”
to supporting the efforts of the
government, the Climate Change
Commission, and all the agencies
in this endeavor.

“We have actually achieved quite

the changes in energy use, the

a bit over the last deleade or 8o, and
we are very -:ommit’red to do more
to really address this emergency,”
Diop said. ‘

Private sector seﬁles as a key
pillar in a fair transition to a
low-carbon c;conolqy.

The Worlil Bank, a long-time ally
of the Philippines, has contributed
to laying the fra'rmework for
important initiatives to lowe

greenhouse gas emissions

strengthen cllmaﬂa resiliencs
and increas:? readilness for an
response to natural catastrophes
About 46 percent of|their pledge
for FY2022 go toward climat
action, ‘
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jgayon na!

sa2030 at 50% sa faong 2040.
~ Sa ASEAN Summit na ginanip sa
Cambodxzmy;gmm din ng ating Pangulo
‘ang pangangailangan na sama samang
] tugunana;.gdima change at ang pag-
tulong ng mga mayayamang ban:a sa
‘mga Iuhhangm ektuhang bansa zaya
- ng Pilipiniz.
_ < 4 Chma Ch ; Himluu, din m Panéu;ong Marcos
kT i ‘wor nvention on te ange ang pagpapalawak ng perasyon ng
"=y a panahon ngayon, kailangan po ay (UN!’CCC)ofMatangPaﬁsﬁ;bnate 'Bsamiymbroat awagan sa Esiades
magsanib puwersa ang iba't ibang Accords (Paris Agreement) of 2015.  Unidos na s 1portaha aquandmgd Jang
bansa para sabay-sabay tutukan  May momlh;shkﬁound mo K 2ng laban sa c i nate cha
ating Pangulo na d'ya _;dﬂm 2. Sasideline ng 2 ‘? -Qumrmt kinau-
hil nga po halos lahat ng um “sap ni Pansulong Marcos si Canadian
bansa ay apektado nggolusyun dulot,, Prime Miriiter Justin Trudeau kau:nay
ng mga mayayamang ansa gaya ng ng pangangailangang tugunan ang cli-

America at China. Bilang ating Pangulo, mate crisi kung s ‘kanyang binang-
tungkulin niya na 1pa%aban tayo dahll t ang kalti \_""" lang inihati ﬁfg
‘ang Pilipinas ay isa &yons azng’; apekto sa bu ong
_zmang ‘mostwlnerable omas "“bansa alil = :

E at mas nagiging kawawa  ° Tama 1 dahﬂ kung b

i ok, Thatlan .-- Disaster Rigk

: - sa lumalalang panganib hatid ng pag- $atay saﬂ;ﬁ
yokus ang atensyon‘ ng mga lider sa %ﬂ

1 napok babagnsakljma d ng mga malalakas - Redu agement Council
ng isyu tulad ng food security, global  na bagyo, biglaang pagbaha at matagal ~(ND IC) n jobyembre 19, ang
m at lan na po ang dimme na tam bagyong ‘Pa Gumitil ng buhayv ng

: Regat Session ay binalaan 164 katao, a1 5.8B halaga ng im*

s ang mga lider ng prasmraktura halaga sa agrikul: ira,

iba‘t ibang bansa sa pambaguag hamon at nakaapeqasa14 mﬂyong pamilya®o
s na ‘po : ‘pointman’ - na tinawag ﬁiyem@ greatest environ-  5.98 milyon;» indibid

" 'ﬂevelapmg mental(‘-hauellses Ofall time” nam - Sﬂpﬂgd.lo namai Pa??th session ﬂs\
I ng hagupit ng zail mtataga;tsama samang ;UNGeneral Assemb (UNGA] sa New
m&; Ipina‘alala‘ni Ginoong 4@ I N .z - York nadn,' m re,*ipmaaial‘ ng
) 1 kabiguan Pangulo yamang bansa 1ng

ifo na magbigay ng
al{na suporta sa rga
ado ng climate
:Marcos ay nag~

', kilos laban sa
o hin ’m natan = va
Mwmaltumlf ng
ayan. Iwasan po
na nakakasira ng

1aring sibﬂlmg maliit: na kontri-
' .Iamangan.g gagawa natin pero
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By Krixia Subingsubing
@krixiasINQ

New innovations could eventu-
ally help the Philippines transi-
tion to a more ‘sustainable sa-
chet economy,’| scientists said
on Thursday, as they allayed
concerns that the country's
plastic sachet culture was noth-
ing but inevitable.

During a forum on micro-
plastics hosted by the Depart-
ment of Science and Tech-
nology (DOST), scientists Deo
Florence Onda and Rey Ca-
pangpangan said the use of
sachets—small pouches made

MORE BIDDEGRADABLE REPLA

CEMENTS FORPLAST

of single-use plastics—could COMMON SIGHT A storekeeper arranges different brands

actually be maintained, but
should be replaced with more
biodegradable materials.

Onda and (Capangpangan
presented separate but concur- tons to the ocean every year,
ring research into microplastics, said Science Secretary Renato
or microscopic degraded plastic /&lidu'm Jr.

—GRIG €. MONTEGRANDE

debris, in the Philippines’ ma- In particular, Onda’s team,
rine ecosystems. which began building a data-

Both found that microplas- base on the macro—and mi-
tics ‘were now being ingested croplastics found in coastal and
by marine life like shellfish and marine environments, found
pelagic fish (those that live in that sachets were among the
water columns). ~ top culprits of plastic pollution

This was  symptomatic in the Philippines. /
of the country’s larger prob- The use of sachets [caters]
lem with plastic pollution, to to a certain socioeconomic
which the Philippines contrib- problem,” said Onda, who is
utes about 0.75 million metric also deputy director for re-

of drinks in sachets at a “sari-sari” store in Quezon City.

search at the University of the
Philippines’ Marine Science
Institute. “However, science
can help assist the transition
to a more sustainable type of
sachet.”

The DOST already has sev-
eral studies on possible green
alternatives to plastics, such as
seaweed or hemp (abaca), Onda
noted. o

By exploring these alterna-
tives, “you’re not only replac-
ing the material, but you're also
helping sustain the economy,

el

SEVED

because¢ you're helping create
[livelihgood] for the farmers of
these materials.”

tely, this

‘an even

a minimum

throu repurposing oOr cre-
ating more sustainable value
ichains, Capangpangan said.

said Filipino scientists
ould even explore the “atom
or pollution pre-

componenis of the

1nateri .
“We always male modifi-
cations through the proper choice

terials,” he added.

While the countrv's scien-
tists work on possible alterna-
tves, the national government
it: bee up efforts to first ad-
dress public behavior toward
plastics while workinz on big
siructural changes to address
jplastic pollution.

Assistant Environment Sec-
r¢tary Daniel Nicer said the De-
pirtment of Environment and

WNatural Resources was set to
1elease the implementing rules
and regulations for the newly

piassed Extended Producer Re-
] ity law, which requires
anies to keep a large
of their wastes
landfills. o -
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Can the world adopt a global pla tics treaty:

unta del Este, Uruguay—The stakes are

high after the United Nations approved

a landmark agreement early this year to

create the world’s first-ever global plastics
pollution treaty. Adopted upon the conclusion
of the fifth session of the United Nations Envi-
ronment Assembly (UNEA 5.2) held in Nairobi,
Kenya, the resolution mandates global leaders
and other stakeholders to convene the First
Intergovernmental Negotiating Committee
(INC-1), which is happening this week (Nov. 28
to Dec. 2) in Punta del Este, Uruguay.

The mandate, titled “End plastic pollution:
Towards an international legally binding in-
strument,” sets the stage for governments to
negotiate a comprehensive and legally bind-
ing treaty that will cover measures along the
entire life cycle of plastic. The task of the INC
is huge given the steer in the development of
the treaty itself anﬁl the timeline of having
the treaty adopted in early 2025.

A 2017 report by the Center for International
Environmental Law has stated that 99 percent
of plastics come from fossil fuels. The oil and gas
industry is dead set to put plastics as a hedge for
the pressure to decarbonize and leave fossil fuel
on the ground. Think tanks and environmental
groups have already traced the financial invest-
ments on plastic production of banks, interna-
tional financial institutions, investors, so-called
“development” b and governments that
have played a central role in the provision of
finance, loans, tax incentives, and insurance in
enabling the limitless production of plastic.

Indeed, plastics visually represent the ob-
session of capitalism with profits and expan-
sion of production. In her book “Plastic Unlim-
ited,” Alice Mah has stated that “the capitalist
pursuit of unlimited growth is the key prob-
lem underlying the plastics crisis.” Further,

JED ALEGADO

the book says that the increasing role of state-
owned integrated oil enterprises in Asia and
the Middle East, accounting for 30 percent of
the leading plastics producers, illustrates the
entanglement of state and industry interests
as plastic production tries to find new regional
markets due to Green New Deal and the Euro-
pean Union's ban on single-use plastics.

Asian government must carefully tread
the so-called greenwashing mechanisms
and market-based false solutions that are
being peddled by the industry. Moreover,
corporations have been embracing the cir-
cular economy agenda, although some are
co-opting the vision of a circular economy
through empty commitments and circulari-
ty of plastics using green techno-fixes.

The industry players have long duped the
publicwith the narrative that the crisis is a ma-
rine litter issue or an issue of discipline among
the public, especially citizens from developing
countries. Thus, it has sponsored clean-ups
that were seen as public stunts to deodorize
their role in this burgeoning environmental
crisis. For the last five years, groups under the
Break Free From Plastic coalition has released
its annual brand audit report, which exposes
the real culprits of the plastic pollution crisis.
This citizen science initiative has shifted the
narrative that ordinary citizens and local gov-
ernment units, which lack the infrastructure
for a robust Western-paradigm waste man-
agement system, are to be blamed.

The Ellen MacArthur Foundation and the

Umted Nalions Environment Programme to-
gether lauached the New Plastics Economy
Global Conunitment in 2018. This initiative fo-
cused on a sat of voluntary commitment to ad-
dress plasti: pollution issued by major fast-mov-
ing consumer goods companies, inciuding most
of the top »olastic polluters identified in the
brand audi:: report. This year, Global Commit-
ment 2022 grogress [report revealed that their
2025 targets: ‘will “almost certainly” not be met.

As government [leaders and cther stake-
holders converge in Uruguay for INC-1, it is
high time that a global plastics treaty will be
enacted following the timeline. This treaty
should provide leg:g;y binding mechanisms
and enforcement policies to effectively re-
duce the amount of plastic, both produced
and used by corporations, and makes pollut-
ers accounizble. Further, corpora‘e polluters
must be conipelled fo invest in reuse and al-
ternative product delivery systems that avoid
the plastic scourge in the first place

On the cther d. financial i westments
must flow to decent and grassroots-led
zero waste jmanagement systems. especially
local goverrznent units from developing coun-
tries. The INiC-1 meeting is a step in the right
direction in order for key systemic changes to
happen, and {or the world to avert the ramifica-
tions of clirrate and the plastic pollution crises.

Jed Alegadois currently a doctorz! research-
er at Crawford School of Public Policy at The
Australian N ational| University in Canberra,
Australia. Fe: has worked with nonprofit or-
ganizations and environmental movements
in the Asia Pacific région in the areas of ad-
vocacy, campaigns, and communications for
more than a decad% He is also a2 part-time
lecturer at Azeneo d| Manila University.
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'NAGSAGAWA ng isan;

Ni JON-JON
- REYES

malawakang coastal
cleanup drive ang

. nuan ng Manila Sohvzé

District Police Station.5
ng Ermita, Manila katu-

wang ang kanilang Sta-

tion Ad\nsury Grmp

&Eﬂ’n‘i"“ dcn, Cltlermes
ean ;
station,

ng nasabing
at Punen_g Barmsly Ar-

lene Dw‘maﬁnﬂi. cim!‘- E

Group ng P.S 5
Bago pa man”pumuwk

o g toage i

ng MPD
Emntan}ﬁohce Statiﬂn, katu-
wan ang mga membro ng
Ang paglilinis at pag-
pu!ot ng mga basura sa
dalampasigan ng Dolomite
Beach sa Roxas Blvd.
Tumulong sa paglilinis

ang iba't ibang sektor bi-

lang suj
anarn
MPD.
5a pangunguna ng
no ngp Pg -5gAdv150ry
ouncil na si Punong Brgy
Divinagracia,ng Baran-
gay 696 kasama ang kan-
an a nasasakupan
lj;a l?un%%awan sa LGU ay
naisagawa ang clean up
drive.

rta sa Kasimbay-

Ang sektor ng edukusyd-'
‘kinatawan ni

on  na
Mrs. Regnora V. Lauren-
ciano lnmpa] ng Justo
Lukban Elementary School

at ang kanyangmga kasa-

mang mga guro ay tumu-

lon%
umulongdzsa Lat
vy Tagoroba, éotg
man kasama mga ka—
bataan (Youth Sector)ang

1nycmg lingkod ]‘on;on

rogram ng P P_

. Beach

C;
2

PLt .Col.Leandro

JON-JON REYES

Reyes, photojournalist n
People’s Tonight bllang
ia representative.

~Muyla- naman = sa

kapulisan na tumulone at

1 din sa paglilinis
5a % clomite bear(:o’h ay
ang Station Police Strategy
Management Section
Personnel(5PSMS) na sina
Pamelo A Canonoy

PSSg joel M Manabat Pa-
trolwnman Ferry Jean C
la PCpl Florie Ann M

ipo Pat Richard A Pa-

%ea at Pat Jonathan D Ru-

‘Nagsimulang maglinis
sa tinaguriang “ Dolomite
120 pa man mag
alas 6:00 n%tumaga,

ation Admso—

arriors, m pai a.t
teacher ng uslo Lukban

‘Elementary School, mga

kawani n§ Department of
Public Safety ng lungsod

- llang

.;"lonnr-'l Estorio n
" Appreciated and

aﬁngstaﬁo,n

; Guherw:,
atPunongBarangaynrieneDhmagm a, chalrman
- ng Statlon Advisory EroupngEnmlta IS 5. Kuham

ng Maynila sa amumuno
mgOI' Kayle dicole Amu-
rao na siyany pagbibigay
suporta ni Vlanila Mayor
Honey Laciza Pangan at
olunieersSa  Ermi-
ta Police Stution 5. |

Kasama dmn sa nag-su-

pervise si Palice J!ngEor Pi-

dencio Sabalio Jr. alinsun-
od sa direkiba ni MPD-

Director Palice Brigadier

General Anclre P. Dizon na

angalagaa'1 ang Manila

lalo na ang Manila

Do omite Bieach sa Rnxas
Blvrd.

“ Inabot ng halolfhiala-
wang oras sy s sa
Dolomite iidts banh
Payapa,maaliwalag = at
maayos na Wa ang

rograma n asah sa

1sunulong ni NCRPO ief,

Police Brigadier General
$een
elt Ex-

traoni.mg?' fen: Police Oi-
ficers FE) |
|
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Land use,
crop yield

posited.

At the heart of the heated debate o
conversion between senators Raffy Tulfi and
Villar is the issue of food security as impacted
negatively by farmlands allegedly being converted into
residential, industrial, or commercial er claves, Amid
the verbal fireworks between a neophyte 1
seen to be trying to create buzz for a purp
for higher office and a veteran politizian m a
family whose wealth has been anchored on real estate
development, the issue is nothing new,

Likewise, land conversion is not an exelusive
concern for Filipinos as the diminishing share of
agricultural lands is a problem that most co
across the world are confronting, especial y in
Asia. Researchers Ping Chew and Marc 3Soccio,|in a
Raboresearch-hosted economic report on Agricul
Perspectives in the Asia-Pacific, have pointed out
that “Asia’s position in the global food market tilts
heavily towards demand due to its huge: population
and limited agricultural resources ”

They drew attention to their finding that while
Asia hosts more than half of the global pop
it only has a fifth of the world’s arable ‘lands,
lessthan-ideal share of agriculture vis¢-vis other
land utilizations has traditionally been co; npounded
by lower yields compared to other regions, they said,
The study also cited rapidly “depleting resiources li
water, deteriorating soil quality, inadequat logis
and inefficient farming practices and land usage.

Those benefiting from land conversion would s:$11

point out that increasing crop yield is more impo
than increasing the total land area allocated for
farming. Data may support this position as, nccordiy
to the same Raboresearch study, world agriculture
production nearly doubled over the last 50 ye
although farmiand share of total land areas acro
geographical borders increased only by 32 perce
“The implication clearly is that expansion of
arable land area has played a
less important part in increasing ¢
output than crop intensiﬂcation
and yield enhancement. However, <
these trends are not uniform
across the regions,” Chew and Soccio

Those.
bencfiting
Jron: land
concersion
would point
out that
increasing
crop yield
is more
impo "tant
than
increasing
land
ﬂ-‘&m&.w
Jor furming.
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“For instance; Asia
only marginally increased

its share of world area harvested but increased its -
- share of world agriculture output from 34 percent

in 1963 to 47 percent in 2013. Thus, most of the
production growth in land-scarce regions of Asia is
due to yield gains and crop intensification. Within
Asia, East Asia, where output has tripled with a
mere 11 percent increase in area harvested is at
the forefront of this trend.”

In ensuring food security, however, there should
be no conflict between increasing crop yield per
hectare and increasing the share of agriculture from
total land areas.

They are not one-over-the-other
targets but should complement one 66
another if countries like the Philippines
would have the capability to feed their
people without resorting to importation.

The Philippine Statistics Authority’s
2012 Census of Agriculture reported 5.56
million farms or holdings covering 719
million hectares, translating to an average
of 1.29 hectares per farm holdings. “The
number of farms increased from 1980 to
2012 by 62.6 percent as the average area
of farms/holdings decreased from 2.84
hectares per holding in 1980 to 1.29 per
hectare per holding in 2012,” it said.

The increase in farms, as cited by
the PSA, is largely irrelevant because
they merely resulted from partitioning to smaller
hectarage — from 2.84 hectares per unit to 1.29
hectares per farm. What we want to see, of course, is
a substantial increase in the total land area ufilized
for agricultural activities.

It’s always entertaining to see lawmakers trade
barbs, especially when television cameras are rolling.
However, just so we are all on the same page in
understanding where we stand as a country in terms
of food security, it is high time we come up with newer
census and studies on land use,

We want to see not only whether land conversions
are eating up arable lands, but also where across
the country’s many regions can we establish more
state-supported farming enterprises to increase farm
output both through increased yield and increased
percentage of land allocated for agriculture.

CARTOON
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Samar Island National Park gets huge boost

Gabon says the company started its tree planting program in 2020 in Concepcion village in Paranas town

BY ELMER RECUERDO

CATBALOGAN CITY
— The ‘Samar Island National
Park received at least 5,000

seedlings of mahogany tree
planted by a mining company
doing an exploration work for
possible bauxite extraction in
Samar.
‘Mareventures
Holdings Ine.

community relations

officer Arlene Gabon

disclosed that the

tree planting is
part of the firm's
commitment to help
improve the forest
cover of Samar,
contribute to climate
| change mitigation,
and provide livelihood
to impoverished

farmers, many of whom are
engaged in slash and burn
farming in the area.

“Mahogany is not only a
hardwood but is also endemic
in Samar,” Gabon said. “The
tree is also used by traditional
healers for their medicinal
value.”

She added that the company
started its tree planting
program in 2020 in Concepcion
village in Paranas town and if is
also implementing community
development projects in the 49
villages in six municipalities
in Samar that are within the
areas covered by MHI's mineral
production sharing agreement.

MHI|has two subsidiaries
‘= Alumina Mining Phils. Inc.

and Bs:tlxite Resources Ine.
Jdoing mining exploration in
11,000 hectares of land in the
nowns of Paranas, \otiong,

I3andara, San Jorge, “an Jose
ile Bu{and Matuguinao.

Gablon said MHI is
vonstrueting two multipurpose
huildings and two potable water
systems) in different villages
4s the CPD implementation.
fihe said the projecis were
identified by membe:s of the
community themselves, :

The GDP fund is eguivalent
t5 10 perpent of the ex; loration
cost.
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PINANGUNAHAN ni Customs Commissioner Yogi
Filemon Ruiz ang nationwide tree planting program ‘

ng BOC bilang pagsuporta sa panawagan ni Pangulong
“Bongbong” Marcos, Jr. sa massive reforestation upang
maiwasan ang flash flood sa tuwing may kalamidad. ‘
Kasama ni Commissioner Ruiz si Batangas Port
ctor, Atty. Rhea rvsB i0, sa ‘Puno Para Sa
sa Sitio Bulihan, Brgy. Tabangao,
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M&aglﬁ,ty_c!e_é_
guake rocks

Surigao Sur

A magnitude 5 earthquake
rocked Surigao del Sur

yesterday.

(Turn to Page 2)

(FromPage 1)

The ﬂnhppm Institute of
Volcanology and Seismology
(Phwolcs} said the epicenter

of the earthquake was 30
kilometers northeast of
Cortes, Surg@“ﬂ SBUL

The tremor at 12:43 p.if
recorded at Intensity 11 in Tan _
Surigao del Sur and Intensity I
Cabadbaran City, Agusan del Norte.

The earthquake was tectonic,
caused by the movement of anactive
fault in the area.

Phivolcs advised the public to stay
vigilant as aftershocks may occur.

(Ellalyn V. Ruiz)
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- (Phivoles) said the epicenter

gu&ﬁl@é
Surigao Sur

A magnitude 5 earthquake
rocked Surigao del Sur
yesterday.

(Turn to Page 2)

Ma mde 5 The tremor at 12‘
gnl eess  rocorded at Intensity 11 1t€l‘aa1 '
Surigao del Sur and Intensity I 10
(From Rage 1Y Cabadbaran City, Agusan del Norte..
The earthquake was tectonic,
V;E:n?;gpfgﬁ gﬁiﬁ}ﬁg caused by the movement of an active
fault in the area.
of the earthquake was 30 Phivoles advised the public to stay
kilometers migheast of vigilant as at};ersh{}cks may occur.
Cortes, Surk@g éFSu;. - .(Ellalyn V. Ruiz)
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On the ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT | of the MAALINAO-CAIGUTAN-
mca MINING I'RO.IE%T’of‘ AKILALX mué% INC. located in m\r

m MUNICIPALITY OF g" - mvmm; OF mmm. PHILIPPINES.

Due to the onslaught brought about by severgropit ma Paeng, the Public Wm
originally scheduled on 04 November 2022 was postponed. Notice is hereby given to all
pﬂﬂiﬂé who wish ta E\w their opinion regarding the implementation of the MAALINAO-

mmm Public muqmma rescheduled (o

£ ! bigh 4y irinE £r)

Ddl__ _Time Vunn
08 December 2022 09:30 AM Pasil Municipal Gym, Amdalao,
Lo (Quescnh, || (Regiehyton sfaris 4 CO.0AM) | Pesi iaingy_- ../

" The Public Haarlng is hemg conducied in connautkm  the review of the EIS :ﬂ'

‘the aforemantioned rﬁﬁ vaaﬁmem Bureay (EMB) of t|
'Department of Environ mturaf Resources (D hP

The following is the pmjnct information:

ml’m the economic. utility of the mineral]

rces in the Cordillera Administrative Region, while consequentiy|
spsarheao‘lng the growth of the immediate locality through the
inevitable socioeconomic development that is integral to any mineral

MPlant Bu din
Frash water and Cont3

All interested parties vine wish to attend or participate ;:e »mﬁ:i F‘ub!i?o:(a?ﬁng should
prefer ropinion(s) in a conci
Mw mmm IMPACT / Amssnshr AND MANA Gﬁuﬂﬁ
[DIVISION (EIAMD) ms%mhmmwmmmdmm«

the Public Hearing schedule. Those who will not be able to register or submit written
‘positions may hegiven the opportunity to share their issues on the day of the hearing itself.

The project's EIS and Enecuﬁva SLml‘ﬂhryﬁ:St the Fub’licam downloadabia on our website:

(kindly access the Notics of Public He mmtm&mundmwmﬁm]whh ;
wpies will ba wnilaiale in the follow ng ces:
. EMBCAR '

DENR Compound, Gibranar Road, Baguio City |
'+ Municipal Environment and Natural Resources Office- Pasil |
Pasil Munlmpal Hall, Pasil. Kalinga

_ For more dm:lsnplaaaaoo act the EIAMD Division at this. !ﬁma at telephone n b-ar
(02) 8539 4378 loc. 116 and hrsmpwmhueﬁfhdlerg Engr. George Siived Hm
ardEanmnPaoloEtmm._ e . ot & f

P '- I
MT - Nov. 21 & 28, 2022 ” V'
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m:mnma: #And Resoirce Information Authority, Bids and Awards Commities
MBA‘C} mwwm&hﬁuﬁm

Tmmmmmmwmwwmmmmmwmwmwm
for Hydrography Branch
mmmmwmmmmmnmmmmm

The bidding schedule is as follows:
1. lssuance of Bidding Documents  Staing November 21, 2022
2. Pre-Bid Conference: a 10:30AM November 29, 2022
: . .-MAWmTwW
3 m«waw 10:30AM. December 13, 2022
Opening of Bids: NAMRIA Boardroom/Lecture Hall
: Fort A. Bonifaio, Taguig City

t TMNAMRIABAGWW mwmmmmm or all
ﬁmmwwmnmﬁwmwwwmwmmm

WAMRIA OFFICES: :
L1t , 1634 Tagulg C2y, PH Q62 B10-4887 to 41
lmmnhmmmm HiEmunsmen
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Approved
[ CLUSTER S8
CEBU

st by
mwwm wymmm

A9, 000
qum mﬂmmw

ABEA MECTARES) — NUMBER OF

i aa%%%ﬁ . HEA HECTAR MAP SHEETS
ABRA 420000 — 188
Approved Buciget for the Contract — PRI 35,096,044.00
CLUSTER 64 ki
LOCOS SUR 326.935 153

& nHa

IHVESTORS IN PEOPLE™
W frrvast in poople Sk

mmmmmm -

el V z}ﬁ? .
MAPS AT SCALE 110,000 FOR THE UNIFIED MAPEING Mwm covering cluster of -
provinves listed, as follows:




