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T HE Philippines should act against 
f i e  threats of climate crisis through 
comprehensive risk management 

that emphasizes on evidence-informed 
prevention and disaster risk-recovery I 

I planning over emergency response. 
This was the message made by 

Envimqnent Secretary Maria Antonia Yulo- 
Loymqa a t . the  recent 'pilipinas 2022 
conference in Makati4ity organized by the 
Stratbase ADR Institute and Democracy 
Watch Philippines. 

I 
'Moreover, lessons unlearned from i 

past disasters need to be made part of our 
survival DNA," said Loyzaga, also a trystee 
and program convenor of Stratbase ADR 

, Instituteandconvenor of Philippine Business 
for Environmental Stewardship. 

She said the communities and the 
country'secosystemsthatsupport them need 1 

1 to be the priority in terms of investment, in / 
terms of risk communications and impact-! 
based early warning. 

Living in  a multi-hazard environment in 
an interconnected world, Loyzaga explained 
that the risks Filipinos face are  complex,^ Z 

dynamic and systemic. i 
"These compound and cascade across 'I 

sectors and skills. The interventions we 
desiqned to confront this complexity must,& 

'? 

actions to respond to these." 

,, the following, first, the establishing of a 
She said the private sector has played 

' national risk registrytHshe added. 
a crucial role in bridging the cost of both 

Loyzaga urged a multistakeholder energy transition and the just transition 

formation horizon, scanning exercise to  
of labor toward net zero. Energy transition 
costs are estimated to be in  trillions for some 

ensure the country must have a shared countries and sectors. 
, understanding of risks to climate-related 

and other hazards. Afterwards, the country loyzaga said this would mean the 

1 must frame and prioritize its investments. private sector adopting cl imate and 

she raid tk next move by the country 
disaster resilience into core business value 
cycles through investment strategies, I 

to  form a national natural resource 
#ospat!al base.  hi said it w i l l  need 

baseline inventories and valuations of the 
country that wil l  function as both stock 
and flow. 

"We have started this process internally 
but we wil l  need your support to populate 
and validate data: she said. 

Loyzaga said these must beBintersected 
as the basis for identifying scenario-based 
challenges t o  the  goals of inclusive, 
resilient, and sustainable - - development and 
- 

enterpriseriskmanagement,and integrated 
environmental, social, and governance 
programs. 

"Here, we w i l l  support area-based 
approaches to risk prevention, preparedness, 1 .  ' 

response and recovery that goes beyond 
company fense lines," shgsaid, -3 

Loyzaga said the country must accelerate 
theadoptionefnamre-based solutions with 
to-benefits in  terms of climate action. 

She said the country must also invest 
in edocafion training and capacity-building ( . 
to create decision support systems for risk 
governance based on the best available 
science. 

"We need t o  bu i ld  geo-sqrategic 
awateness of regional and global factors 
that wil l  reduce our range of adaptation, * 

mitigation, add disaster risk reduction 
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Hindi kumbinsido si Senador 
Loren Legarda sa agpapatupad 
ng Department otulvironment 
and Natural Resources (DENR) 
ng National Greening Program 
(NGP) dahil hindi naman umano 
naramdaman ang epekto nito sa 
bansa. 

Sa panayam kay Legarda ng 
DWIZ kahapon, sinabi ng senador 
na higit P50 bilyon na rin ang 
naibigay na pondo para sa na- 
Nrang pr rama sa nakalipas na 
10 taon s z a l i t  tila wala aniyang 
nanwavari. 

10 years per0 'di maramdarnan ang 
epekto," wika ni Legarda. 

Ito ang dahilan aniya kung 
bakit tinapyasan ang pondo ng 
programa sa ildim ng 2023 na- 
tional budget. 

"Gusto natin makita kung saan 
napupunta (ang budget) at pina- 
lagay yata sa protected areas.... 
Siguro 'di sapat kasi 'di natin 
masyadong makita ang positibong 
epekto nit0 sa nakaraang 10 taon," 
ayon kay Legarda. 

Binigyang-diin pa ng senador 
na hindi dapat nagtatapos sa pag- 

amamagitan ng Execut 

qama DO kavo dam n'vo hinit tatanim a n i  nattkand ~ r o n f i m a  ~ i n a w a  anp; coverage nit0 na m m  
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with establishments and made it easier for locals'to bike 
and walk safely. The city has won the gold award at the 
Bike Lane Awards 2021, which recognizes "exemplary ef- 
forts" of local governments "that have pushed for active 
transportation through the establishment of new infra- 

ing of Filipinos." The proclamation cited Re- 
public Act No. 8749, or the Philippine Clean Air Act of 
1999, which mandates the state to provide a comprehen- 
sive management program for air pollution, including 
promoting nonmotorized transport. 

That the proclamation was signed in the first year of 
the COVID-19 pandemic is a reminder of how bicycles There is still a long way to go before the Philippines 
provided a reliable transport alternative at a time when can consider itself bike-friendly-this would need a 
public transportation was limited and private vehicles major shift in mindset that has been biased toward car 
were banned from the roads. In fact, a biking culture ownership as well as education for all road users to 
flourished over the pandemic, local governments start- learn to share space and respect each other's rights. The 
ed providing bike lanes to ensure the safety of bikers, infrastructure has already taken shape, the governmen 
and there was so much promise that bicycles-a clean- must continue to work on policies to complement it 
er, healthier mode of transport-will be preferred even 
when routines, including traffic, return to normal. 

But whatever gains may have been achieved at the 
height of the pandemic needs to be sustained. From how 
things appear, however, returning to normal may also 
mean bike lanes are no longer for the sole use of bicycles 
but can also be used for motor vehicles especially when 
there are traffic jams. 

It is hardly surprising that motor vehicles are given 
priority by policymakers but it should never be normal- 
ized, especially considering the data: based on nine na- 
tional surveys conducted by the Social Weather Stations 
from May 2020 to April 2022, there are more bicycle 
owners than car owners. The p.01lster said that for every 
car owner, there were four bicycle owners; in the Na- 
tional Capital Region, more households owned bicycles 
than cars and motorcycles, and the same was true even 
in rural areas, where motorcycles are more commonly 
owned. Why then do cyclists need to beg for bike lanes 
and for their safety and security on the roads? 

The rising popularity of bicycles is bolstered by data 
From the Bureau of Customs, which reported that bicy- 
cle imports jumped by 112 percentin 2020 to 2.1 million 
units from 1 million units in 2019. Back then, the gov- 
ernment pusHed for promoting cycfihg as a mode of 
transport to address the public transport shortage, and 
pushed for building protected bike lanes. 

Within nine months, the World Bank noted in a report, 
the government achieved building 500 kilometers of bike 
lanes along national roads. "This multi-sectoral effort went 
a long way in raising the profile of cycling as a reliable and 
sustainable form of transport. Importantly, it also empow- 
ered and inspired local governments and communities 
to add on to the new network by building their own bike 
lanes," it said. This 500-kilometer network is broken down 
as follows: Metro Manila, 313.12 km; Metro Cebu, 129.47 
km; and Metro Davao, 54.74 km. In November last year, the 
Department of Transportation has already requested Goo- 
gle to include bike lane routes in the dashboard of Google 
Maps to help cyclists on their daily commutes. 



1 SIGNIFICANT ENVIRONMENTAL DEGRADATION CITED 

PROTECTION OF RICH NATURAL RESOURCES IN DISPUTED WATERS PlSHEn 
By Julie M. Aurelio 
@JMAurelioINQ 

A lawmaker has sought to declare 
the Kalayaan Island Group and 
Panatag (Scarborough) Shoal, and 
the three nautical miles around it 
as a protected area. 

House Bill No. 6373 was 
filed on Thursday by Palawan 

1 ' ,  Rep. Edward Hagedorn, who 
-. stressed that the government 

should prioritize the protection 

1 regional cooperation. 
OEher coauthors of HB 6373 

I were Palawan Reps. Edgardo Sal- 
e and Jose Chavez dvarez. 
The measure proposes that 

environment secreary 
1 also designate strict protection 

zones in areas with significant 
biodiversity values or habitats 
of threatened species. 

It also prohibits the follow- 
ing acts in the marine protected 
area: fishing practices that de- 

of natural resources in the West 
Philippine Sea. 

The bill's explanatory note 
cited the significant environ- 
mental degradation in the dis- 
puted waters that affected the 
Mischief Reef, Cuarteron Reef, 
Fiery Cross Reef, Gaven Reef, 
Johnson Reef, Hughes Reef and 
Subi Reef. 

"The protection of the rich 
marine resources and environ- 
ment of the West Philippine Sea 

is a shared interest and respon- 
sibility of all adjoining states 
around the South China Sea, 
which should be a guiding pol- 
icy for all of us in the region," 
Hagedorn said in a statement. 

He added: "We all stand to 
gain or to lose depending on 
the outcome of our collective 
actions while we settle our ter- 
ritorial disputes. Through this 
bill, we hope for the Philippines 
to help initiate and spark this 

stroy coral reefs, seagrass beds 
and marine life; dumping and 
using toxic chemicals, nonbio- 
degradable materials and un- 
treated wastes; littering or de- 
positing refuse; using blasting 
caps or explosives; 

Undertaking mineral ex- 
ploration or extraction; in- 
troducing exotic species and 
genetically modified or alien 
species; constructing and 
maintaining fences, structures 

and enclosures; etc. 
A Protected Area Manage- 

ment Board and Protected Area 
Management Office for the Ka- 
layaan Island Group and Scar 
borough Shoal will be created 
to lead the protection and pres- 
ervation of the area. 

The measure also proposes 
a Pio million yearly budget to 
implement measures to protect 
the marine protected area in 
the West Philippine Sea. INQ 
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'. 4 4 TAP0 W I L ~ F E  RESCUE, 
RVATION CENTER MULLED! 

BY MANUEI. T. CAYON the scopeand s izeof thefac i~ i t~,  where, from@ 
whom they wouldsource thefunds, and how@ 

AVAO CITY-An ambit ious wi ld l i fe  much, said Secretary Maria Belen 5. Acosta, 
rescue and rehabil i tat ion center is the chairman of the MinDA. 
being hatched up for Mount  Apo Acosta disclosed t h a t  t h e  move t o -  

lectares for the facility. 

B 
wildlife that  may involve as large as 100 establish the rescue center was partly. 

prompted by the continued encroachment. 
At least two  municipal governments of Mount Apo and the sporadic incidents of 1 

n the Davao Region and Region 12 have Philippine eagles and other raptors, warty# 
~olunteered spaces in  their localities to pigsandotherwildlifeanimalsbeingtargets~ 
lost the facility but these proposed areas of game hunters and local tribal villagers. 1: 

~ o u l d  still besubject toongoing discussions MinDA has initiated the project and has& 
Imong local government units straddled by engaged the local government units around 
:hemountain,and privatecompanieswhich the foothills of Mount Apo to contribute to 
~ l s o  indicated their support to the proposal. the crafting of the rescue center. 

Joey E. Recimil la, d i rector  o f  t h e  

r 
!$! 

Shirley Uy, the Mount Apo Natural Parkb 
'olicy Formulation, Planning and Project (MANP) Protected Area super in tenden tg  
Ieve lopment  Off ice of t h e  Mindanao (PASU), said hun t ing  was among t h e  
IevelopmentAuthority (MinDA1,saidMayor threats to wildlife conservation in  Mount 
lose Paolo Evangelista of Kidapawan City, Apo, although government has allowed the 
Uorth Cotabato, and Acting Mayor Michel indigenous villagers to engage in hunting ' 
.ouise Gutierrez of Sta. Cruz, Davao del Sur, "because these are not  for commercial 
~olunteered their towns to host the facility. purpose but for their sustenance." 

"These areas have 50 hectares, but  "However, we st i l l  have to regulate 

i and Natural Resources] to ld  us it has encouragethemtolistdowntheanimalsthe 
100 hectares," he told a news briefing on usually target for hunting and theseason 

i Wednesday, after the chief executives and ' their hunting so that we can regulate th 
representatives of the Aboitiz Group and activities,"she added. 

i 4 DENR [Department of Environment this hunting by the tribes and we ask a n d b  

! the Energy Development Corp. gathered for Uy said the project came at a period tha 
[ a commitment signing for the project. the MANP PASU office was "preparing t h  g 

fternoon to iron out more details, such as next ten years." 

f 
i They attended the workshop later in the protected area management plan for thei) 

@ 

.I 
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S E N  OF RICH BIODIVERSITY, HEALTHY AQUATlC LIFE t I 

By Delfin 1. Mallari Jr. 
@dtmalIariirINQ 

LUCENA CITY-Whale sharks, 
locally known as "butandmg," 
have been spotted once again at  
Tayabas Bay about a month after 
the most recent storm to hit the 
country. according to residents 
of the coastal town of Sariaya 
and .an environmental group 
based in Quezon province. 

Jay Lim, project manager of 
Tanggol Kalikasan, said more 
than 20 butanding were seen at  
the bay just last week By his esti- 
mate, the species, which goes by 
the scientific name Rhincodon ty- 
pus, were 4 5  meters to u meters 
(15 feet to 40 feet) in length. 

Before the onslaught of Se- 
vere Tropical Storm "Paeng" (i- 
ternational name: Walgae) late in 
October, there were few butand- 
ing at  the bay, Li said. 

Paeng took almost a week in 
its slow path across the archipel- 
ago since entering the Philippine 
area of responsibility on Oct. 26. 
Another storm followed on its 
heels but it weakened into a 
tropical depression. 

Since then, the butanding 
have returned. Lim and Edwin 
Frias-a fish warden, or marine 
version of a wildlife officer, at Sa- 
riaya-have been talang videos of 
the sea creatures after they have 
become an almost a regular sight -. 

'More fish in our waters' 
Sherwin Rosales, a fisher- 

ies technician at  Sariaya's ag- 
riculture office, said the whale 
sharks are "usually spotted in 
the vicinity of fish sanctuaries 
fronting the coastal villages of 
San Roque and Bignay 2." 

According to Rosales, whale 
sharks were already migrating 

GENTLE GIANT This whale shark oFUbutanding," was sigh;ed 
on Thursday a t  Tayabas Bay, an indication that more of the en- 
dangered animals will return to  those waters after illegal fishing 
was banned in that area. -EDWIN FRIAS/CONTRIBUTOR 

to Tayabas Bay sometime be- 
tween March and May. 

The bay, located northwest 
of the island province of Marin- 
duque, stretches from San Juan 
town in Batangas province to the 
towns of Sarhya, Pagbilao. Padre 
Burgos, Agdangan, Unisan, Pito- 
go, Macalelon, General Luna, Cat- 

-- - -- -- 
the whale sharks there. saying and measuring 17 meters bng 
this was asign of the bay's "rich (55.7 feet) was found dead J s o  
marine biodiversity." at Lamon Bay. at the coast of Ca- 

lauag town. Residents there sad  
Sea patrol the animal died from blast f h h g  

Precisely for that reason. Lim remembered Fnas tell- 
Sariaya's fishers also welcomed ing him that blast fishermen 
the return of the bucanding as would always hold a merrymdk-. 
they anticipated a b~gger catch. Ing after every illegal catch. 

Yet not long ago, blast fish- "Buc they can't do it any-' 
ing and other ~rresponsible fish- more" after blast fish~ng has 
ing methods drove the butand- been banned in Sanaya. he said. 
ing out of Quezon's waters. adding that Mayor Marcelo Gay- 

In2o~awhalesharkwas found eta has also reinforced the local 
dead at the coast of Admonan town "bantay dagat" (sea patrol) wlth 
which Eaces Lamon Bay on the the provis~ons they need. 
eastern side of the provmce. Tanggol Kalikasan connnues 

Fishermen said this butand- to r w e  awareness about envi- 
ing, which measured 8 meters ronmental Laws as chese concern 
long and 2 meters wide (27 feet the municipaliry. 
long and 7 feet wide) and weighed "The return of butandmg a a 
u tons, was hit by a commercial welcome sight in Tayabas Bay. It 
fishing boat shows that the protecnon of our 

Three years later, a sperm natural environment always pro- 
whale weighing around 50 tons duces a good result," Lim sad. INQ 

--- 

anauan, Mulanay and San Fran- 
cisco and Lucena City in Quezoa 

"With the return of more 
butanding ... it indicates the 
presence of more fish in our wa- 
ters," Rosales said. 

Even the Department of 
Environment and Natural Re- 
sources noted the presence of 



WPS as 
marine 

haven vs 
strife e-: 

We must learn to cooperate as one 
region in the rotedion of our natural 
resources whi I' e we settle the terr~tor~al 

disputes in the West Philippine Sea. 
BY EDJEN OLIQUINO 
@tribunephl-eao 

To ward off future conflicts, Palawan 
legislators have proposed to turn most of 
the West Philippine Sea, which is in one of 
the richest marine areas in the world, into 
"marine protected areas." 

Palman Representatives Edward Hagedorn, 
Edgardo Salvame and Jose Chavez Alvarez 
are proposing a measure that would declare 
features of Kalayam Island Group and 
Scarborough Shoal as off-limits to vessels and 
human activity. 

House Bill 6373 rallies for curbs to 
preserve the atolls, coral reefs, and other 
vital marine resources around these parts. 

It will take, however, an agreement in the 
entire region to turn the area into a neutral zone. 

"We must learn to cooperate as one region 
in the protection of our natural resources 
while we settle the territorial disputes in the 
West Philippine Sea," Hagedorn said Friday. 

He added: "(It) is a shared interest and 
responsibility of all agjoining states around the 
South China Sea. Wk all stand to gain or to lose 
depending on the outcome of our collective 
adions W e  we settle our territorial disputes." 

Spark for cooperation 
Hagedorn hopes the bill will help initiate 

egional cooperation. The bill argues that 
1 hectare of the reef is pegged to produce 
;360,000 in marine products a year. 

Through this bill, Hagedorn hopes for 
he Philippines to help initiate and spark 
enional coo~eration. 

t will take, hawever, an agreement in 
,he entire region to turn the area into a 
leutral zone. 

"The coral reefs in the Spratlys comprise 
14 percent of the world's total coral reefs, 
lespite the West Philippine Sea occupying 
mly 2.6 percent of the world's total ocean 
mnd sea surface," he said. 

The House members said South Qlina Sea is 
me of the richest marine areas in the world with 
1,000 species of fish and 600 species of cord reef. 

Activities by surrounding states locked 
n territorial disputes - like overfishing, 

~oaching, and large-scale ocean filling or 
reclamation-led to significant environmental 
degradation in the area. 

Citing.Repub1.i~ Act 11038, or the Ehpanded 
National Integrated Protected Areas System 
Act of 2018, as well as the'2016 Arbitral Ruling, 
the lawmakers reiterated that the proposed 
measure has strong backing in declaring the 
target regions as protected areas. 
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Financing biodiversity via ecotourism, 

BY ~ONATHAN L. MAYUGA 

A T the foot of Mourn Makiling. 
amy~tiulmountainsharedby 
the provinces of Laguna and 

Batangas, lies the Makiling Botanical 
Garden (MBG), a popular ecotourism 
destination some 65 kilometers from 
Metro Manila. rn 

The MBG is part of the Mount 
Makiling Forest Reserve (MMFR), an I 
area set aside for conservation, which 
embodies a variety of ecosystems and 
species that makes a popular ecotour- 
ism destination among dwellers of the 
so-called concrete jungle that is Metro 
Manila. 

Leisure and learning park 
A 300-hectare garden. MBG is both a 
learning and leisure park. It envisions 
into becoming aworld-class education 
facility and regional biodiversity con- 
servation area. 

The management of the botanical 
garden aims to promote the apprecia- 
tionandincrease knowledgeandunder- 
standing about plants, their diversity, 
importanceandconse~ation.andserve 
as a living collection, a repository and 
sanctuary of endemic and endangered 
plant species in the country. 

MBG is being developed to support 
professionalinstruction, research,and 
extension services related to forestry, 
plant sciences, biodiversity and aware- 
-. . . 
ness about the environment and serve 
the needs of ecotourism. 

Recently, the MBG played host to 
an ecotourism tour and workshop par- 
ticipated in by some 70 environmental 
experts from various countries from 
Eumpe Asia and thepacific who at- 
tendedthethree-day Regional Dialogue 
of the United Nations Development 
programme-Biodiversity Finance Ini- 
tiative(UNDP-Biofin)forEurope.Asia. 
and the Pacific. ' 

Learning tour 
FORESTER ANGELA A. LIMPIADA, 
University ExtensionAssociate I1 of the 
Makiling Center for Mountain Ecosys- 
tems of MBG,'said students of Univer- 
sityof thePhilippinesLosBanos(UPLB) 
areamongthefrequentvisimrsofMBG. 

Being the closest to Metro Manila, 
the MBG is a natural tourist magnet. 

Limpiada said other students and 
teachers from different schools, and 
even scientists from other state col- 
leges and universi'ties, as well as pri- 
vate learning institutions, are com- 
mon visitors to the botanicalgarden. 

'Here, we have assorted indigenous 
flora to showcase," Limplada said in 

DWhnrru oy me ~rces. IM MI aemoerme touring 
partkipantsof the UNDP-Biofin Eumpe, Asia and the PadfK 
Regional Dialogusat the Malilng EWankal Gardens In 
UPLB as th~r tand  bride gigantittrm. WGYM 

Filipino. 'We also showcase some of 
the species planted over the years in 
this area. Sometimes foreign dignitar- 
ies visit and plant their native species 
here."she told the B u s l ~ a s s M l ~ ~ o ~ i n  
an interview on November 9. 

Living collections 
THE MBG showcases living collec- 
tions of native plants in the Philip- 
pensis Plants Row, which provides a 
glimpse of the indigenous plants of 
the Philippine archipelago. 

It has a Dipterocarp Arboretum, in- 
cluding the oldest arboretum, which 
harbors about seven genera and sev- 
en species of diparocarps, the best- 
known family of tropical plants. 

Dipterocarpsgrowup to 2Ometers 
or moreand reach more than 2 meters 
in diameter at the base. 

As part of its conservation strat- 
egy. the MBG management has been 
implementing the Adopt-a-Forest 
Project incollaboration with theIsuzu 
Philippines Corp. 

The botanical garden also show- 
cases Bambusetum, where thespecies 
- - - 

of the so-calledgiantgrassorbamboo 
thrive through natural regeneration. 

Mount Makiling's rich 
biodiversity - ... - - . 
WITHIN this 4,244-hectare forest re- 
servelies arich biologicaldiversitywith 
both endemic, indigenous and intro- 
duced non-native species. 

A large number of endemic plant 
speciesaswelladthoseintroducedfrom 
otherpartsofthewoddurrbefoundon 
Mount Makiling, which is nota moun- 
tain, hut a dormant volcano. 

Species. such as Rafflesin manil- 
law, Medinilla magnifica and Nepethes 
alata are found in this forest reserve. 

Rare animal species are also found 
in thearea.TheseincludethePhilippine 
eagle-owl ( ~ u b o  philippensis) and the 
Philippine pygmy fruit bat (Haplonyc- 
rcris fischerfi, which are both endemic 
in thecountryandare highly restricted 
to their original rainforest habitats. 

The Philippine calotes (Calores mar- 
mmatus)andcommon tree frog(Phi1au- 
tus surdus) were also recorded in the 
Makiling forest. Both are included in 
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PARTlaPAWTSoftheeighthUYW-Molin Europe, hQ and 
the Padlic Regional Dialogue posefora photo after planting , 

mllbn, bnrn@., Qlr-tale ad rtkr rwliv* Wee spedesrt the 
~ l i n g b b n l a l  brdmrtnNovmbe19. um~-m 

lnternational Union for Conservation 
of NatureRedListasthreatenedspecies. 

Asean Heritage Park 
MMFR, a n  ~ s e a n  Heritage Park 
(AHP), hasauniquemanagement re- 
gime. It is the first national park of 
the Philippines established on Feb- 
ruary 23.1933, by Proclamation552. 

However, itwasdecommissionedasa 
nationalparkon June2,1963,with the 
enactmentof RepublicAct 3523, trans- 
ferring it to the care of UPLB for its use 
in forestry education and information. 

AHPs are selected protected areas 
in the Asean region that are known 
for their unique biodiversity and eco- 
systems, wilderness, and outstanding 
values in scenic, cultural, educational, 
research. recreational, and tourisni. 

Tourism income 
LIMPlADAsaid that while theUPLBis 
allocatingfunds for the maintenance 
of the entire MMFR, including the 
MBG, its operation is gettinga much- 
needed boost from tourism income. 

However, she said the income from 

tourism remains wanting, even after 
the quarantine restriction imposed by 
the government for three years due to 
the Covid-2019 pandemic. 

"Right how, we are not self-suffi- 
cient." she said, a reason why the UPLB 
isexploringforfinancialsupprtforthe 
protection and conse~ationof Mount 
Makiling's rich biodiversity, through 
its various institutional partners. 
including the UNDP through Biofin 
Philippines. 

Partnership for biodiirsity . 

WITH the help of Biofin, Limpiada 
said they have several projects in 
mind to help narrow the budget gap. 
adding that protecting 4.244 Mount 
Makiling Forest Reserve, let alone 
the 300-hectare botanical garden, is 
a big challenge. 

It requires forest guards or protec- 
t o n  to prevent, amongothers. hunting 
andrampantha~estingofplantspecies 
by plantitos and plantitas [male and 
female plant enthusiasts1,'who found . 
the mountain a treasure troveof orna- 
mental plants that easily sell. 

'Thereareseveral ways to finance 
biodiversity,"Anabelle Plantilla,proj- 
ect managerof Biofin Philippines, said 
during the same interview. 

She said it is best to have plenty of 
options, rather thansimply "puttingall 
the eggs in one basket" in biodiversity 
finance initiatives. 

Shesaidpartneringwithvariousin- 
stitutious is one way of narrowing the 
biodi~ersit~~apin~rotecteda~eaman- 
agement, whichcan helpthe protectors 
of areas set aside for conservation, like 
theUPLBinthecaseof MMFRandMBG, 
to sustain its operation without hav- 
ing to depend much from the equally 
limited budget of the state university. 

'Crowdsourcing is also one way of 
fundingbiodiversityconse~ationpro- 
grams,' Plantilla added, pointing out 
that partnership is the key to sustain- 
ability in biodiversity conservation. 

Capacity building 
EXECUTIW DirectorTheresaMunditaS. 
Lim of the Asean Centre for Biodiversity 
(ACB) said that while she has not heard 
of the financial difficulties of Mount 
Makiling,sheadmittedthat sustainabil- 
ity of financing is common in prowted 
areas, not only in thePhilippinesbutalso 
in the Asean. 

The ACB, which implements the 
AseanHeritageParkPr~ramme,hple- 
ments various programs and activities 
to help protected area managers across 
Southeast Asia. to sustain biodiversity 
conservation efforts. 

'That is why we have been con- 
ducting workshops. capacity buildlng 
activities and sharing of best practic;~ 
in sustainable financing for PAS [prb  
tected aieasin Asean," Lim told the 
BUSINESSMIRROR via Messenger on 
November 21. 

, 'Our recent support to Mount 
Mzkilinghasbeenfocusedontheinven- 
tory and understanding of the species 
found in the protected area, in particu- 
lar, the plants," she said. 

According to Lim. such inventory 
and understanding of species would 
betterprovide themanagementand 
enforcers better capacity to track 
and trace specimens that may be il- 
legally extracted, and possibly used 
for commercial gain. ' 

'The projects related to this were 
implemented in partnership with UP 
Los Bafios,andwithUPInstituteofBiol- 
ogy in Diliman, among others. We also 
providenetworkingopportunitieswith 
other AHPs and Botanical Collections 
around the country, and eventually, 
outside and within the Asean region,' 
she added. 



to climate-res ent Phl by 2050 
'In the 

spirit of 'No 
One Should 

Be Left 
Behind' in the 

Sustainable 
Develo ment 

coak  this 
statement of 
commitment 
is not just for 

us, but for our 
children and 
the children 

of ou: , 
children. 

Government leaders, the business 
and financial sector, and civil society 
organizations signed a Statement of 
Commitment recently aimed at ensuring 
the availabiity and accessibility of financing 
mechanisms for climate and sustainability 
projects. It also suppolts the acceleration 
of the Philippines' lowcarbon development 
and just transition from coal to renewable 
energy. 
Remgk&theimperahR,raneffedh, 

collective response to the urgent threats of 
dimate change, the commitment also includes 
the stakeholders' deployment of innovative 
interventions designed to have sustainable, 
positive impads on suppb. chains and value 
chains. 
New Zealawl-r to the FWippiies 

Peter Kell, Securities and Exchange 
Commissioner Mdffl Bryant Fernandez, 
Philippine stock- Inc chief oped& 
Officer Atty. Roe1 Refran, and Climate 
Change Commissioner AIbert P. de la Cruz 
led the ceremonial signing duing the Climate 
Investment Forum 2022 organized by the 
Climate Change Commisdon on 21 Nwember 
in Quezon C i .  

The even t  formed p a r t  of t h e  
commemoration ofthe 16th Global Miming 
and Climate Change Consciousness Week 

"In the spirit of 'No One Should Be Left 
Behind'" in the Sustainable Development 
Goals, this statement of commitment is 
not just for us, but for ow childien and the 
children of ow children," CCC C o m o n e r  
De la Cnrz, said. 

'@hthg the impads of climate change 
comes at a cost. As a developing country 
that is at risk, the Philippines needs all the 
help we can get h m  both the public and 
private sectors, and indeed the international 
commlinity through investments on 
adaptation and mitigation actions," said 

Vice chairperson and executive director 
Robert EA. Borje. 

Themed "Sama-samang Tumutugon sa 
Hamon ng -ng Klima," CCC W 
2CBdrew~rvariomclimabchangeand 
environment stakeMders in the PhQpines in 
a conedive pmh toward hamforming climate 
change commitments to action. 

Pursuant to Presidential Proclamation 

of typhoon "Yolandan in 2013 on their 
business. She shared how strategizing 
the company's mission among business 
segments contributes to cm+ng value for 
their Weholders and business. Maintaining 
nature's integrity, people's mking, and 
a robust economy are the values relevant 
to their stakeholders, while stable revenues 
and mwth are for the business. 

mstahability in ow mission, we are al 
to deliver robust data in ow sustainabii 
report," De Jesus said. 

Selerio of SMPH W t e d  the integ 
role of the private sector to econon 
development and embracing clima 
resilience as one of its core businc 
strategies. 

'Sustainabii and climate m m  r 
1667 s. 2008, the CCC spearheads the " k e  a r e  a b l e  t o  - centered on-&nme 
annual observance of the Global Warming contiibute to the low --- social inclusion, a 
and Climate Change Consciousness week carbon economy and 
every 19 to 25 November, aimed at ra i s i i  reduce our ri& Becawe 
consciousness about climate climate. we have mainstreamed I governance plus disasl 

mihence," she point 
1ut. 

The SEC's Fernandez led 
the discussion on Sustainability -€ 7. 
Reporting Guidelines for Publicly 
Listed Gom~anies in one of the 

C 
sessions of t6e Climate Investment I 
Forum. Sustabbility reporting is 
a mechanism for an organization *,  
to disclose and communicate its .;. 
economic, environmental, and &, 
social impacts on society. 

"The Sustainability Report 
measures and monitors PLCs' 
contributions toward achieving 
universal targets of sustahabii, 
such as  the United Nations 
Sustainable Development Goals, 
as well as national policies and 
pgmm, such as AmBisyon IWin 
2040," Fernandez said. 

Fernandez was joined by Dr. 
Allinnettes Adigue, Regional 
Head of GRI MEAN, Liza Selerio, 
Vice-president for Corporate 
Compliance of SM Prime Holdings 
Inc.; and Agnes de Jesus, Chief 
sustainabiOfIi cer of the Fkst 
Philippine Holdings Corporation. 
De Jesus of the FPHC gave 

a grim picture of the impact 

~ ~ O F C U W  
NEW Zealand Ambassador to the Philippines Peter Kell. Securities and Exchange Comm$doner McJd Bty 
~~ChangeCommissanerAbertP.MCnn,andPhl ippineSlodcExchangeIn:~Opemt 
0fk-m Any. Roe1 Reban were among thm vho signed the Statement of Commhent on dmak investment 6 
just transition during Ule Climate lnveslment Forum 2022 at Novotel Manila on 21 November 2022. 
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BY RAFFY WENG 
@tribuleephC-rd 

A luxurious hotel on the pristine island 
of Boracay is reporting higher.thanexpected 
revenue, continuing a pointed growth in the 
tourism sector since the start of the year. 

'Tourists are starting to arrive in this are now hitting the 2019 figures. We only 
recovery stage. I am glad to inform you that have a minimal number of foreign guests 
our weekly arrivals are currently at 2,000 because the traditional markets here in 
or in the pre-pandemic. It's positive since Boracay are Chinese and Korean. But 
we don't have an international market since Chinese tourists are still barred from 
right now, and it's all local, and records traveling due to a surge of cases in their 

country7 we don't have the biggest bulk of 
foreign arrivals, which is Chinese," said 
Cecille May Kimgo, the director of Sales 
and Marketing of Crimson Hotsl Boracay 
and Spa. 
Theeasingofthestsictmobili@restrictions 

led to a buom in ~ u r i m  demand after more 
than two yeam of Covi&l9 curbs, allowing 
the hqikWy space to increase revenues 
to prepandemic levels. 

According to Kimpo, the government's 
travel rwlxictions saw Crimson's occupancy 
rate drop by 60 percent. 

"It 'dropped drastid$because aside 
from foreign tourists, our main market is 
the Natiorml Capital .Region because you 
don't get local business here since Boracay 
is an island. It had a domino effect on our 
revenue," Kimpo added. 

Also, she said the decision of then 
President Rodrigo Roa Duterte to shut 
down the island in 2018 affected their 

as most establishments temporarily 
cljpsed shop. 

"Let's say you have P30 million a month. 
Then you don't have P30ariBeen (a month) 
because we are forced to cdmply with' 
government regulations. Otherwise, you 
will be called out by the government and 
face sanctions. So, when that happened 
and later lifted after six months, then came 
Covid in March 2020. Our industry was hit 

1. 
for six months in 2018 and 2 years of Covid 
that started in March 2020. We just started 
bouncing back in 2021," she said. 

The recommendation to temporarily 
close Boracay from tourists for six months 
- sfarting 16 April October 2018 - came 
from the Department of the Interior and 
Lacal Government. The Departments of 

Tourism and the Environment 
Resources had also called f i r  zlr " 6 t d l  
closure. 

Duterte announced it in a speech i 
Davao City because the island destinatio 
had become a "cesspool.* 

"That decision is something good fc 
the island. Roads arewider, and the islan 
is now more sustainable because of th  
eradication of the old tricycle style, a 
electric bikes are used here. And look at th 
water now, and it's so clean," Kimpo said 

Boracay has more than 400 hotels 
Kimpo said all these hotels now followe 
installation of sewerage treatment pl 
particularly those on the beachfront. 

Boracay stakeholders had said 
closing the island for a year would take 
the jobs of 36,000 people and w0uld.m 
revenue losses of P56 billion. 

However, the National Economic 
Development Authority said a 6-mo 
closure of the tourist area would h 

and long for. 
Cnrrently, Crimson has 192 room 

with a nlix of Villas, Suites and Delux 
accommodations. 
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By CORY I MARTINEZ 1 a 'shared re ---=LEm- 

lty' $ 

ced and healthful ecolo- E n  and d e v e l o p 5  
State shall promote nation- 
a1 awareness on the role of I 

ovember is also declared in recogniti&n of the 'vital natural resources in eco- 
role of the youth in nation nomic growth and the im- - 
building and the role of ed- POrtmCe of environmental 
ucation to foster patriotism conserlration and ecologi- 
and nationalism, acceler- cal balance . . towafds ?US- I 

rote'ct ahd advance the ate social progress, and 
'ght of the people to a bal- mote total human lib-:*. t 
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By Tyrone Jasper C. Piad materials up to the extent possible. says Azada. 
@TyronePiad "At Converge, sustainability Converge also has a part- 

means walking the talk," Con- nership with KreAtions, which 
Technology is enabling com- verge president and co-founder "upcycles" its discaided tarpau- 
panies to forge on with their Maria Grace Uy quips. lins into bags, mats and other 
su~tainability initiatives, such "This year, we are putting household items. 
as using smart tools to im- more of the guidelines into "This initiative is particular- 
prove energy use efficiency practice to ensure that our ly important because we know 
and maximizing digital plat- wastes are recycled, reused and that the improper disposal 
forms to reduce the need for treated properly," she explains. of waste has a direct impact 
printing documents. Howev- on climate change. Everyday, 
er, there Ts a tendency that e-Waste collection we see the impact of climate 
companies may just trade one On Nov. 18, the listed com- change on our environment," 
thing for another and still end pany kicked off the collection Uy says. 
up harming Mother Nature. of discarded electronic devices Prior to the announcement 

The rise of technology and equipment from employ- of their waste reductiorl ini- 
has resulted in piling up of ees, which will be repurposed tiatives, Converge showed its 
electronic waste or e-waste- into something productive. commitment to decreasing its 
such as discarded comput- Converge is doing so carbon footprint by tapping 
ers and telecommunication through its partnership with into renewable energy sources: . 
equipment and consumer de- John Trix Trading and Green Its headquarters in Pas@ . 
vices-from 33.8 million met- Antz Builders, both experts and data center in Pampanga 
ric tons (MT) in 2010 to 53.6 when it comes to turning solid are running on geothermal en- 
million MT in 2019, according waste, like e-waste, into useful ergy supplied by First Gen Corp. 
to Statists. materials. Last year, the fiber broad- 

Converge ICT Solutions John Trix, for example, can band provider inked a 48-mega- 
Inc., which has been mindful of convert the waste into plastic watt (MW) clean energy supply 
its own environmental impact, pellets, which are raw materials agreement for its Pasig office 
recognizes this major problem. for the manufacturing of furni- with the power lirm The 14.4- 

"E-waste is one of the fast- ture. Green Antz, meanwhile, MW supply deal for its Pam- 
est-growing waste streams in produces eco-friendly bricks panga data center was secured 
the world because we are digi- used for construction of houses. in April. 
tizing our economies. Everyone Apart from these, Azada Data centers have been 
has electronic gadgets now; shares that they have been re- designed using smart mod- 
our TVs are getting bigger, and furbishing old Wi-Fi modems ular data so that airflow and 
home appliances.are becoming as part of their waste reduc- air conditioning are efficient, 
more accessible," Converge tion initiative. avoiding waste of electricity, 
chief strategy officer Benjamin What Converge does is to Azada explains. 
Azada points out. recover the modems that are no Converge is currently 

Most recently, the internet longer being used by their cus- building another data center 
service provider pledged to elim- tomers due to upgrade or ending in Cebu. Azada says the goal is 
inate waste to landfil output by of the contract Azada says they to make it 'green' as well. 
2030 through the implementation clean and restore them so the de- "We went into high gear. 
of a circular economy model or vices,can be reused, Over 50,000 First things first, we looked at 

the practice of re- of such devices have been refur- one of the biggest impact we 
u s i ng bished since March have and it is energy consump- 

"What we want to do is tion," Azada says. 
maintain or prolong the About 80 percent to go per- 
dse of equipment, al- cent of Converge's total energy 
ow sharing of material consumption is so far covered 
equipment, reuse and by renewable sources. 
redistribute. If all else The sustainability efforts 
doesn't work, at the very by the int'ernet service pro- 
end, we want to recycle," vider are among its overall 

strategies as it scales up op- 
DROP BOX This is erations. It aims to reduce 
where your e-waste greenhouse gas emissions 
g o e s : - c o ~ t ~ ~ e u s ~ ~  by 75 percent by 2030 and h - PHOTO achieve 'net zero' by 2050. INQ 
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Regreening Mindanao grid 1 
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Solar harvesting shows promise as island's remote areas search for stable, cheaper energy supply 
- I 

B y G a m n l h m o O a  
@InqNadonal 

(Fir-r of two paw 

D AVAO CIP-From the 
rwf deck of the Blue Build- 

i fflg of Ateneo de Dam0 
University (Addu), Rene 

Sanchez of Sultan Kudamt's 
Lebak town gazed down on the 
roof of the next building where 

_solar photovoltaic (PY) panels 
had been installed. 

sider renewable energy sowc- 
es, which ate clean, chesper, 
and more abundant In the long 
Nh 

ShlMng m ckan energy 
may be best for Mindanao. 
which had been recendy bat- 
tered by m n g  ryphwns and 
extreme weacher that brought 
communitia flash Floods. land- 
slides and s m m  surges. Lebak 
for one, is srlll reeling from the 
destruction wrought by Severe 
Tropical S m  'Paeng' (inter- 
national name: ~algae) in &- 
tober, with Pu6 million in dam- 

Sanchez. the town agricul- age m @culture and aogs. 
turist of Leballand others from_, The high c w  of fossll fuels 
the local govwnmcnt partiel- atso provides a robust ARancial 

k wring in a renewable enerw and economk Justiffcation for 
woc&hop, rook advanrage 2 nmplng up theshare of renew- 
rhe remainins iiahr from the . able~ in the re&n's enem mlx. 
secdng sun toexaitne the pan- 

t 
els and m consider uslng solar 
energy back home. 

With a population of over 
go,ooo. Lebak llke neighbor- 
ing Kalamansig and Palimban& 
badly needs a dependable sup- 
ply of electricity as these towns 
are not yet connected to the 
Mindiinao grid. A diesel-Fueled 
power plant currently supplies 
the three towns. 

1 power Utilities Group of state- 
owned National Power Cop. 
(NP4, the plant runs on a 2012 
budget of P55 per liter. Bur the 

W ~ a ~  
The solar panels on dte toof 

of Addu's Flnster Hall were 
among the Arst chat the univer- 
sity inrralled over a decade ago 
as it s m e d  advocating for re- 
newable energy. 

'During that time. the cost 
was sdll a problem" recalled 
Randeli Espina dean of the 
Addu School of En&eering 
and Architecture. 'But how can 
we convince people m convert 
m deanenergy if we have oath- 
ing m show for it?" 

The inidarive gained a head 
Fuelcost slryrockeced to as hlgb sran with the support of ~ r .  loel 
as Pgo per llrer due m rhe crlsls Tabora then university presi- 
in Ukraine, conuibu6ng to the denr Addu mounted its first set 
comvanVs Bnancial strain. of 48 solar m e l s  in iou. Later. 
k- required Pu blilion it installed-another set on two 

in additional resources for this of its campuse so that today. 
year in order to provide an che university has 842 panels 

L uninterrupted power supply on Its three campuses. Togeth- 
' I m off-grid areas throughout er. they have a mtal capacity of 

the councrv. Before a govern- i megawarn sup~lemenrln~ the 
ment subsldy was worl;ed out, e lwu i ty  the -&versiry &es 
a iinancidlv bleedinn NPC was From the arid. 
forced ro &t backon power 
generation m Augus~ ieadlng 
m uhour  brownouts in L.eb& 

Aside From belng cipmive. 
diesel W Uke coal heavily emls 
carbon dioxide and contributes 
mglobalwarmingchacintum 
SPa~deMstaaneTYPhOMIS. 

Addu engineers urged 
workshop pardclpants to con- 

~ime-the- solat makes up 
part of the energy that lights 
up the unhnrsity classrooms 
and offices, and runs the air 
condinonersi refrlgeramrs. 
campurers and other elemic 
equipment durlng daytime. It 
allows the university to save up 
to 30 percent on its electricity 
bii which according to Espi- 

SOLAR POWER A parabolic 
dlsh a t  Addu7s Bangkal campus 
in Davao City catches 
attention. It is wed to develop 
the technologyof converting 
into energy thewn's other 
wwer-heat. -Y OUAYIAN d 

na, could amount ta Psoo.ooo 
m P6oo.000 per month ac the 
NRent P U  peE LdlowaU-hour 
price of elecmcity. 

Addu engineers continue ex- 
ploring ocher sources of renew- 
' able energy. They literally climb 

mounaim and brave oceans to 
study the potentials of wind. 
hydro, W ocean waves and 
biomass technology ro produce 
enemy, accordina to Nelson En- 
ano,-dircc~or of che Addu Center 
for R~ewable Energy and Ap- 
pmprla'late Technologies 

They dld not smp with the 
solar panels. Addu engineers ate 
also expioring the sun's ocher 
power-hear 

Addu $osrs within its Bang- 
lal campus its concenmted so- 
lar power (CSP) facility, whose 
parabolic dlsh ls qulte a sight m 
see. Uollke PV cdls which con- 
vert lighr m energy in a solar 
panel CSP uses mirrors m fo- 
cus sunlight on a receiver which 
~roducts thermal e n e w  m cre- 
are steam chat spins :whine 
generator, producing electricity. 

The CSP research along 
with ocean renewable energies. 
h belng pursued wlth the Mln- 
*nao Renewable R&D Energy 
Center (MRECJ, which is funded 
by the Deparunent of Sc~ence 
and Technology (DOST). MREC 
is an Addu-led consortium of 
universities and colleges in 
Mlndanao focused on che re- 
search and development of re- 
newable energies. 

The desire to undencand 

renewable energy technologies 
and make them available and 
more affordable m local com- 

. muniaes prompted Be study. 
Espina said 

M e r p e r c i s e .  
Esplna who has a doctorate 

in energy systems engineering, 
said the counny cwld only 
achieve an enews- Fu- 
ture by maklng and using these 
renewable energy rechnologies 
locally. 

"When we scarad with the 
salar panels, we realbed that 
the technology h already mere. 
we a n  buy IL k c  Ih not lo- 
d l y  available (because we're 
nor producing it) and we're not 
ready." he said. 

"What we really need are 
uperts and ted~~Ical  know- 
how. Unless we a n  come up 
with an army of experts and 
technical people w focus on 
this. nothing will happen to us* 
he added. 

Producing these experts 
was the rationaly for che uni- 
vetsiry's doctorate program on 
Energy Systems Engineering 
and its Master in Renewable 
Energy Engineerink which ate 
the first in the country, a m d -  
ing to Espina. 

One project proposed for 
fundlng through MREC was the 
production of PVceils, he said. 

'Our plan was m localize 
the solar cell technology.' he 
said. The advantage of Local- 
izadon is we can cusmmize the 

sue and we can dec;de for our- 
selves and andrrutbr it to our neds. 
We are no longer dependent on 
whar 1s available In the marker- 

But the proposai was not 
approved by the DOST. so hodu 
focused on CSP and ocean re- 
newable energies. 

'What's good about hav. 
ing the CSP laboraforv rs vou 
will get m know the technolo- 
gy. how it works and .vhat are 
its limicarions, and if it works 
in our setting and if nor whar 
soluaons and adjustments to 
make." Es~ina said. 

Revming mend 
The success of these erforts 

will help w a n  Mindanao. if not 
che country. away from dlrry 
energy. the Impact of whlch 
haunts it back through extreme 
weather events. 

The Phil~ppincs' per capm 
greenhouse gas emission is low- 
er than the global and Southeast 
A s i i  averages hut it ls one of 
the most vulnerable to exmme 
weather condltlons and the 6th- 
er effects of cllmate change. 

About a year a k r  Addu 
' d l e d  its first solar panels. 
ryphoon 'Pablo' (intern- 
&nal name: Bopha) slammed 
inm Mindanao on Dec. 4. mu. 
packing 280 kilometer per bow 
winds. 

It caused widespread dev- 
astation and power outages on 
a large swath of Mindanao. kill- 
ing 1.900 people and displacing 
thousands In a part of che counl 
4r rarely visited by rrphoons. 

- That tlme. Esp';na informed 
Fr. Tahora that solar panels 
would be handy in Ilghting up 
the devascaced communities. 
The priest asked where rhey 
could find these panels. 

'I told him we already in- 
sralled some on the universiry 
rooftop. and ro our surprise. he 
ordered 25 of the solar panels to 
be taken down and temwrarily 
lent to 25 devastated comm; 
nrdes and villages. which had 
no power and water." Espina 
recalled. 

For six months after the cy- 
phoon, the panels lit up thee 

communirira. glvr~+q nope In 
rhe niidsr if darkness and de- 
$pall The panel, probed so 
useful char .+ddr: englneen 
proposed to rhe Damo CIW 
gdvernmant to ~nclude solar 
cne r s  in the preparations b r  
calamity response. 

Fallowmg succezsive de- 
srrucove typhoons-Tropical 
Storm Tendong' linremat~onal 
name Washl) In Z O ~ L  Typhoon 
Pablo in 2oir andSupery#phoon 
'Yoianda' (mternatmnai name: 
Huyan) ~n 2013-ennronrnen- 
taltals warned uaiest the con- 
tinued use of coal to generate 
power as it is contribuang to 
global warmlng. 

Despite the warning, 
coal-fired power plants mush- 
roomed in Mindanao. as en- 
couraged by the government 
Some 2.063 MW of coal-fed 
capacity was added to the grid. 
from only loo MW in 2006. 

By 2017. the energy mix in 
the region had been revetsed- 
from reliance on renewable to 
dependence on fossil fuels. ac- 
cording ro Assistant Secretary 
Romeo Montenegro. Mindanao 
Development AULhority depury 
executive director. 

Montenegro said Mindan- 
ao's energy mlx is accounted 
for by so percent coal and ao 
percent diese! and other fossil 
fuels, ieavtng only 30 percenr 
from renewable sources. 

'Our energy supply in Min- 
dam0 comes from fossils. Why 
should Ir matter to us? he 
&ed 'It manen because the 
mansition m dirty fuels resulr- 
ed in a 20  to 25 percent increase 
in Mlndanao's eiectriciw rates.' 

'Now afier the pandemic 
affected our local Iogmtics, and 
the [conflict] in Uha~ne, the 
price of coal splked four dmer' 
he said. 'Let us regreen the 
Mindanao gnd -use nghr 
now. IC a black.' IW 

(Editor's Nore: Reporring for 
chis smry was supported by the 
Insticure for Clirnare and Sus- 
ralnable Cirres under the Jaime 
Esprna KTin~e Correspondents 
Feliowship.1 
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NEDA Board clears 6 i 
new, revised projects 

, 
By CHINOS. LPICO struction of the Manila ATM Automzf- 

tion System and the Manila ATM Centcp' 
The National Economic and De- Building in Pasay City, and the instak 

velopment Authority (NEDA) Board lation of communications and sumei 
chaired by President Ferdinand R. lance equipment in ten radar sites. B 
Marcos Jr., approved one new project For the Department of Public Wor 'I" funded through official develop- and Highways, the NEDA Board ap- 
ment assistance (ODA), and also proved the request to extend by I.@ 
changes on five ongoing projects. months both the implementation period 

According to the agency's report and thevalidity ofthe loan for the Sam* 
issued on Thursday, Nov. 24, the Pacific Coastal Road Project. 
NEDABoard cleared the Ft1.42-bil- The project involves the construc,~ 
lion Philippine Fisheries andcoastal tion of 11.30 kilometers of the unpavd 
Resiliency (FishCoRe) project of the section of the Samar Pacific Coastal 
Department of Agriculture-Bureau Road and construction of three bridg* 
of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources. with total length of 261 linear meters. 
FishCoRe aims to improve the man- Meanwhile, the request for change 
agement of fishery resources and in scope of works, increase in cosb 
enhance the value of production of and reallocation of contingency cob 
fisheriesinselectfisheriesrnanage- to civil works category for 1ntegratedJ 
ment areas, the NEDA said. Disaster Risk Reduction and climate' 

Also approved was the request of Change Adaptation Measures in LowL 
the Department of Transportation Lying Areas of Pampanga Bay proje& 
(DOTr) for utilization of savings, was also cleared. The project aims tb 
change in scope, and loan validity maximize drainage efficiency, mi& 
extension for the Maritime Safety mize f i o d  damages to properties, a@ 
Capability Improvement Project improve trading and market activities 
Phase I. in Macabebe, Masantol, Minalin, and 

The project involves the acquisi- Sto. Tomas in Pampanga. Specifically; 
tionofloMulti-RoleResponseVes- the project aims to implement floo* ' 
sels to enhance the Philippine Coast control measures, which will providp 
Guard's response capability during long-term solution to the three- to 
coastal maritime incidents which four-month flood duration during thb 
will contribute to maritime safety rainy season. 
and security of the country. Lastly, the NEDA Board approved the 

Moreover, the NEDA Board ap- request for change in scope for the Phil+ 
proved the request of the DOTr ippineCompetitionCoinmission's (PC@) 
for 19-month loan validity exten- Capacity BuildingtoFosterCompetitiopl 
sion for its New Communications, Project. The project is a long-term ca 
Navigation, Surveillance/Air Traffic pacity building plan to strengthen tl- 
Management (CNSIATM) systems institutional and individual capacitit 
development project. of PCC and other agencies with cornpe 

The project involves the con- tition-related mandates. 
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Google's efforts to help 

looking for ways to learn and act 

dren and generations 

Compared to o ther  nations, 

30,000 hectares resulting in 

promotes the cultivation of ge- 
for Startups Accelerator: Circular netically modified crops. choices. As people look for more 

ways to practice sustainabil- 
E ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ,  which is open to or- The United Nations Enviro'n- 

ity, Google continues to build 
ganizations innovating toward men[ Program reminds us that 

products and features that help the needs and priorities of the 
people make more sustainable a waste-free 

~t has provided more than $14 children and youth couldn't 
choices in their day-to-day lives. 

million in funding to nonprofits be ignored in an inclusive aP- 
For example, the Air Quality fea- 

focused on  sustainability and preach to addressing the cli- 
ture in Google Search and Maps 
uses AI to show the air quality climate-related issues in Asia 

conditions for the day. Pacific. 

Working with credible data In Indonesia. Google.org is 

provided by the National Envi- supponing Inter- 
national Foundation, an orga- ronment Agency, the feature is 

! currently available in Singapore. 
nization that farmers 

i people could decide about stay- and machine learning 

ing outdoors or indoors, bring- technology to maumize~roduc-  
:..- .+,ontion +hP iqq~e. tion yields. A grant by google. 

org to World Food Program 
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Asia businesses - yet to see value - from 

sustaina bility strategies 

A RECENT research study by 
Oxford Economics and SAP 

has revealed that for Asia busi- 
nesses, work remains to be done 
to drive value from sustainability. 
While 66 percent of businesses 
do not think it's difficult to be 
sustainable and profitable at the 
same time, just 8 percent said 
they presently receive significant 
value from their sustainability 
initiatives. 

This may be because many or- 
ganizations remain disconnected 
from sustainability plans and 
actions. On average, 60 percent 
of businesses haw a dearly com- 
municated sustainability plan, 
vith Japan leading at 68 
vhile Indonesia scoring lowest at 
16 percent. 

. 
- 

SPACE 

- 

sustainability efforts. According 
to the survey, accurate data was 
ranked as among the most signifi- 
cant activities to reach carbon re- 
duction goals amongst businesses 
in Southeast Asia. 

Yet, ineffective data for de- 
cision-making' is considered 
a moderate challenge in the 
region. The research also found 
that less than one in six (13 1 percent) businesses in Singa- 
pore and less than a quarter (23 1 percent) in Malaysia and lndo- 

I nesia have calculated their total 
1 organizational carbon output: 

A majority (60 percent in Sin- 
gapore, 77 percent in Malaysia), 

I 
have begun the process in some 
areas versus only 31 percent in 

Only 20 percent in the region 
have incentivized leaders based on 
its success and less than half (44 
percent) said their employees are 
active participants in their sustain- 
ability efforts, with the highest in 
India at 52 percent, followed by 
Singapore at 51 percent and the 
lowest in Malaysia at 33 percent. 

Regulatory compliance 

According to the research data, 

the key drivers of sustainabil- 
ity strategies. Compliance is the 
main benefit companies derive 
from sustainability (46 percent), 
ahead of reduced carbon emis- 
sions, with Indonesia scoring 
the highest at 56 percent and the 
lowest for Malaysia at 39 percent. 
Too much focus on compliance is 
the second-biggest sustainability 
challenge for businesses (26 per- 
cent), only behind reinventing 
business strategy, with the high- 
est score attained by Singapore 
at 32 percent. 

data to make more informed deci- 
rwulat dates are one of nuld be vital in enhancing 4qy . ', - 

More needs to be done. Invest- workforces aren't aware that miss- 
ments in data analysis to measure ing sustainability targets would 
sustainability in business remain drive customers to their competi- 
the minority with 47 percent in tion, followed by 21 percent of 
Singapore, 35 percent in Malaysia, Malaysian businesses and only 15 
and 31 percent in Indonesia citing percent of singapore businesses. 
their commitment to the invest- Businesses that are achieving 
ment. Similady, training of staff value from sustainability are de- 
on capturing sustainability'data fined by'traits such as setting 
saw only 36 percent of Singapqfe . cle eg~peytions at the strategic 
businesses currcptly doing G; ver- ; ,,lc$, ijpplyng $e transformativc 
sus 40 percent 2 Indonesia and 50 , power qf t,echnolog -and dats 
percent in Malaysia. ", managepent, and engaging witf 

impdrtani audiehces such as em. 
Sustainability . - -. ployees, - supply chain partners anc 
ISadeFsh'Pi, - poli&m>kek. 

SAP has most receo& updatec 
U g g t a c t i ~ n  0~ suseainabllity is its SAP Sustain4bility Con t~o  
tftanth.' Eie)ronQ the i m p ~ b 8 h '  ' TOW& solution to d f k b h a t  corn 
the environment, just 33 percent panies are looking b r  today to,nrr 
.qf Indonesian-businpsses.aid their-. more su~tainably " 

' 
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How a flawed but historic 
climate deal emerged 

fiom COP27 chaos 
B Y  ~ENNIFER A DWUHY & JOHN AINGER 

H OURS after the COP27 
climate talks reached the 
deadline, there was still no 

deal and the European Union's dimate 
chief was threatening to leave Sharm 
El-Sheikh without one. 'We don't 
want a result at any price," Frans 
Timrnermans told reporters, flanked 
by ministers from Germany, Austria, 
Ireland and Spain. "Ihe EU would 
rather have no decision than a bad 
decision." 
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r ~ - m ~ ~  wlt.n rpe 0x1 m x q r p n m g r , w p ~ n * % g ~ r o n q  
.id end date for the co+.xen= &,t+aldiyb~ took a 30-mlnrrth 
FS &taq were un&e to bear t! timeow, cam byk intc the rooq 
9%~ of rabOoJcing tmveL 4.k& with the En, accar$.? 

h ,an  extended tima. A,. ingto, a person familiar *ith th 
m f r o m B o t P u v a n a , a ~  matton . . , . 

s.hs,startededecramNiqgtobpok * As a m u &  ;he final 
aeaarrangementsasmgatia~ns dIoas-and-dansa& text t a d  
d d  into qeztimc. Tallcs wm f M n g  fa :&mbpingcwnnh 
8iw complicated by John Ke;rry,'s that..a:e pal;ticukrtp d n a a W  
b i c t d h p m i s  oil Aidsty, which ,p the  adverse e f f e q  Q£ chima,& 
W d  'tk ~~6 &piomat-,.',, - cchasge." Tke propod bv08 th 
&own forhveraging ~~~&ka'''"'do~~ gwn;for, contrib'lbions f r m  
I+maq and personil relattkon- &~lopimght-high-emit 
@&@ -@@rktp-)..J t l ~  ~ ~ 4 ~ ~ ~ 4  
t i e  , , ,, . , , a. , for the US, & l a n h a  
' h d y  adzar midnigk $@t-ur-3- +the fund iro't ~ n t  to 

gates were gum: dwia te  ,wiating e f f m ,  with 
ptianp'&wy ,,t de@lL. deplpped over . th,&xl 
lwk at pqfionc . v r  T&.&is to a p ~ t a ~ b d  
text focused 0d " iqet'&emfundingarraq$mmt~ 

@i-d b g e  and efforts to at next year's UN c%Mate aumadrl 
WEE- n$timim ,pud- inhM. , , 6 . < "  @dWb were permitid qQ Just. c&anuiqg a ,kp para. p%e 1. *lyze the unpub. graphs,i~ydlygotsopethin* 
a mateital in a closed roo&. W U C L ~ ~ F ~ . ~ ~  w w 

&&Satred from removing the: &pen BBftb EidQ. N o I ~ ~ ~ ~  EIB 
b&mmts, Chw oEf%dcallcd 2 * m a .  rnlnhez- a ,  . * 
@&y u n s u d .  , hepita t h e , b w & W &  SF 

$'-Fa& the EU, &e d r 2 t  & i p b  tosnandd;lnyge,clasb-mitI 
6 r k w d  dth  h*. On Ims ga~pintedisdatthiapolnt,k! 

plan~ai+xmed o v e d ~ a 4 C h a t e r  
were.lo~L~~d in,+n idfv f~ 
over, cveqyaippining the e* 
s ~ o n ~ ~ c u t t i n ~ . r i n b i t i o $ , d ~  

@W &ttgation langua& even, at, C O P 2 f 3 . , ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  S&i 
houao-u9blkq t h a q  Clasgow, AraFahad p~shd~for a me-+ 

to soma-bepnse i t  mitlgatian ,wmk p&rara, sll d 
ruled out WW climate 5 forb &at aims ta, c k  the 
pah~~~'mauerrnana h d .  between 1.5$, and h e  durrem 

W w , d  a new h s - & d a . ~ -  trpjgchory h e d a  b s t  one d-s 
i@e fund an atrmkgy snrk@ms'" .grea kighe~. Thew4 EU.asd crtk+6 
&s. He hdq?  p t ~  it. , .cg%k,*~nnd *q 
~3 still, the EUgambtthadhdped ~ t h r ~ & ~ ? j O ,  .. I 

&ft thode t ra t spaer+sadb~ ,_ +%Msterrr~. from FJ$Zeia&d 
& , o a c s o m f d t b a a + g ~ ~ ~ e  , yvrwa,y and-!od+ c+a%m~ 

that,44 latqst &xt,y+ns a ~j 
: bckwaxd. 'Thare ad1 ba,q 

8t b k s I M i ~ @ ~  C ~ & P  Chi.&@ 
, tor18 reporters. "We c @ m e ~  

%be Preskhcy," a mew gmtpI15rC 
kcantrim and wgupating Mw~..,v 
Tke IU, U3, ths ;ET7 and theA6Ff .  
b m e  of h a l l  Islaad States as-, 
h b b d  with th Earpzians' f&" -. - 
*rdks. , < r '  .. ' 
- .Tk 677, which i 

d byiM- was, - 
haa  s h ~ w a , a  re; "; 
marka&sql+rit~, . 
In t h d z  quest ffor,. 
a krsr~anddai%qp . , 
**l %",-I thatwu&kyp- 

>aIlbawlopiI%g 
=-*trim. But in  

g z  
't.M irrlnrrd mat&;- ' 
*.F =afww 
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. The annual United Nations cli- The final COP27 document As the second week wore on, Developedmations felt blindsided 
mate summit has only endedonce without crucial progress on emis- a stalemate emerged between de- by proposed language that would 

without a major agreement, and slons came about, in part, from a veloping and developed countries compel them to dramatically de- 

in recent years, as the impacts of concerted effort by petrostates over the new fund for loss and carbonizeand-attainnet-negative 

climate change have become more such as Saudi Arabia and Russia damage. Concessions by the EU carbon emissions by 2030," a feat 

devastating, the meetings have to fend off more carbon-cutting and other rich nations that might that would strain both political 

taken on increased urgency. In the ambition and pledges that would br compelled to pay into the fund and technological wherewithal. 

24 hours after Timmermans and undermine theoilandgasproduc- did little to resolve the impasse. Sharma, Timmermans and Ste- 

the EU raised the prospect of ano- tion that fuels their economies. As that fight ground on, there ven Guilbeault, Canada's climate 

deal outcome in Egypt, delegates Oil-producing nations were em- was building momentum around minister, spent parts of Thurs- 

from nearly 209 countries barely powered by a hands-off Egyptian India's call for countries to pledge day pleading with Shoukry in pri- 

managed to avoid a stalemate. presidency that failed to launch tophasedownallfossi~fuels-not vate toensurethefinalCOP27out- 
Ultimately the Europeans and early negotiations, foster trust just unabated coal, as they had come would buildon the Glasgow 

their allies accepted the kind of amongcountriesor evencirculate promiseda ~earearlierin Glasgow. declaration, rather than backslide 
flawedoutcome they hadvowed to draft proposals in time that could Shoukry warned delegates from it..Wedelegation leaders 

avoid.TheCOP27summitadopted form the basis for consensus. . that "time is not on our side," gathered later that day to assess 

an accord that doesn't increase It didn't start out that way. with just days remaining in. the progress, it was clear little had 

ambitions on lowering emissions Delegates and observers were talks. 'There is still a lot of work changed. Timmermans sought 

or take new steps to preserve the jubilant on Nov. 6 after a' swif! ahead of us if we are to achieve to break the logjam by offering 

1.5 degrees Celsiuslimit forwarm- earlier agreement to launch the meaningfulandtangibleoutcomes a two-part deal: The conference 
ing temperatures. It also commits first-ever formal debate over thc of which we can be proud." would agree to establish a new 

to the creation a loss-and-damage issue of loss and damage - COP. Behind the scenes, according to loss-and-damage response fund, 

fund that, if detailscan be worked speak for how to help developing delegatesandobservers, theEgyp- with details worked out over the 

out at future talks, will send aid countries getting battered by in, tian COP27 presidency was dis- next year, and in return countries 

to vulnerable countries wrecked tense storms, searing heat wave: playinglittleurgehcy.~ormall~in would vow to peak global emis- 

bytheirreversibleharmsofglobal and other climate-exacerbatec the late stages ministers would be sions by 2025 and phase down all 

warming. That stands as an enor- weather disasters. The nation: dlggingintoproposedlanguage for fossil fuels. 
mous achievement-a deal three mostvulnerPbletorisingtempcra a finalpolJ<ical decision, or "cover That EU proposal was largely 
decades in the making that many tures created little of the planet text," that's issued at  the end of passed~verbytheEgyptian~resi- 

doubted would come from this warmingpollutionthathasinten the summit. These broad consen- dency, which on Friday morn- 

year's meeting. sified these extreme impacts. Ye sus statements form the basis for ing released a draft decision text 

But success was marred by the the moral case for compensatiol globalclimateactionby layingout that once again left our: any kind 

failure to find agreement onphas- from rich nations hadn't even ap temperaturegoa1s.carbon-cutting of proinise to phase down fossil 

ing down all fossil fuels or other- pearedonaCOPagendauntilno~ pledgesandfinanceplans. But the fuels as well as a commitment to 

wise build on emissions-cutting There was majorwork to do t~ Egyptlan officials running COP27 peak emissions by 2025. There 

commitments made at  last year's advance the issue at COP27. Th weren't initially planning for am- was little visible progress toward 

UN summit in Glasgow. 'Many top USclimateenvoy, John Kerr) bitious cover text at the end, and apotentialloss-and-damagefund. 

parties-too many parties-are had insisted before the summi so they hadn't drafted boilerplate whichdevelopingnationscalledan 
not ready to make more progress that there was no way countrie language ahead of time. unforgivable omission. 

today in the fight against the cli- could agree to establish a nei By the evening of Wednesday, "Anything other than the es- 

mate crisis," Timmermans said funding fasility by the end of th Nov. 16-after 10 days of talks, tablishmentofaloss-and-damage 

after reaching the COP27 agree- conference. The largest negotia and just 48 hours before the con- fund at COP27 climate t a l h  is . 

ment. The finaldeal'is not enough tion bloc of vulnerable nation: ference's official close-noth- untenable,"warnedSherryRehm- 
of a step forward for people and known as the G77+China, dc ing formal had been circulated. an, Pakistan's climate miiister, 

the planet." mandednothing less. At the Sam Shoukry had been notably absent speakingonbehalfoftheG77bloc. 
lt'sadamningindictmentofthe time, rich countries wanted t from the process, both publicly in Tensions had emerged over a 

UN process from a consummate pushdevelopingnations harder o press briefings and behind closed push by many developed nations, 

insider, and it comes against the pursuing economic growth wit doors in meetings with delega- including Germany and other EU 

brutal backdrop of increasingly green energy and stepping u tions. This presented a marked members, to ensure a broad donor 

extremeweathersuchasthemon- decarbonieation efforts to lin contrast to the hands-on style of base for any new fund for loss and 

soon flooding in Pakistan over it warming to 1.5C above pre-ir his predecessor in the COP presi- damage. Whiletheonusshouldbe 

this'summer that left a t  least dustriallevels. dency,AlokSharmaoftheUK,who on historically high greenhouse 
1,700 dead and some $30 billion This tension made for haltin tookan active approach to COP26 gas emitters, they felt rapidly de- 

in damage. Pakistan, for its part, negotiations at the conferenc talks in Glasgow last year. veloping nations behindenormous 

celebrated the breakthrough on center in a Red Sea resort tow1 On Thursday morning, dele- emissions-namely, China- 

loss and damage. where thousands of participan~ gates woke toa sprawling, 20-page should also contribute. 'We need 

After more than two weeks of andobservers foundlongliner, fi document that presented an as- a financing system that includes 

climate haggling involving nearly food and empty water dispenser sortment of options for final lan- the biggest emitters, said Annal- 

200 nations, all of which had to Asenseoffrustrationbuiltamor guage. It was fullof redundancies ena Baerbock, Germany's foreign 

agree on the final text. COP27has delegates as the days passed UI andconflictingpassages.Egyptian minister. 
revealed a marked shift in power der sweltering sun. By the midd Ambassador~ael~boalma~dlater As conference staff started 
withinthediplomaticprocess that of the second week, there was r explainedthat it hadbeenwhittled pulling down flags, unwiring dis- 

produced the 2015 Pads Agree- hint of breakthroughs on any - down from more than.50 pages of plays and dismantling pavilions, 

ment. ?old new agreements io the major issues. Even debat, competing proposals, after omit- 10-year-old Nakeeyat Dramani 

curtail emissions are now harder, over smaller, less controversi ting ideas the presidency deemed of Ghana beseeched delegates. 
too controversial. inlargepart,becauseof theenergy topics-such as rules governil "Please, do not renege on your re- 

crisis that prompted a worldwide , carbonmarkets-remainedunr Among the casualties: any pos- sponsibility," she implored them 

scramble for new natural gas sup- solved. The Egyptian officialser sible pledge to 'phase down oil inside a packed meeting on Pri- 

plies. At this moment, cooperation ing as president of COP27, Samt and gas as well as coal-a blow to day. 'If all of you were to be young 

meantto tackleinequities between Shoukry, had to keep a host of to India, the EU and scores of other people like me, wouldn't you have 

developedanddevelopingnations ics under negotiation during tl countries now supporting the ef- . alreadyagreedtodowhatisneeded 
is more doable. conference's final days. fort. The text also left only place- to save our planet?' 

holders for a future compromise But the odds of success ap- 
on loss and damage, rather than peared to be diminishing. Min- 
the concrete offer sought by the isters from island nations were 
G77 bloc of developing countries. already starting to fly home late 
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mitigation package threatened to tank the deal on loss and damage. 
New W :limate change miniite_r_lames Shaw srdd at t&po~n~t&inp were 

3'-  - .  

"tantalizingly close" and he felt "it would be an incredible shame for it to fall over 
right now." Delegates privately worried that if they didn't strike now, future political 
shifts in the US and ocher countries would make a new fund impossible. 

But Saudi Arabia, Iran, Russia and other oil-producing countries were digging in 
against expanded language on fossil fuels, according to people familiar with the 
matter. During a two-and-a-half hour meeting of the heads of delegations late 
Saturday, US negotiator Trigg Talley announced the country was ready to go even 
further and support a pledge to "phase out" unabated oil, gas and coal. 

This took the US a step further than language to merely "phase down" fossil fuels. 

But it wouldn't matter. Delegates from oil-rich nations insisted that the energy 
proposals were unbalanced and unacceptable. Language to phase down oil andgas 

' was a red line they would not cross. When final wxt was released-after ministers had 
already filed in to a final meeting around 4 am. Sunday-there was no phase-down 
pledge and new language had been added to further protect petroleum interests 
Countries would now be agreeing to an q e n t  need for rapid emissions reductions, 
including through an increase in "low-emissionu energy, a term Norvray's Eide 
'bemoanedmd that was left undefined It could be read as supporting more natural 
gas. 

Shoukry was intent on quickly pushing t h r o w  the loss-and-damage comprodke. 
Minutes after convening the session just before dawn Sunday-with some staff still 
sleeping in rolling office chairs in the back--he brought up the text and asked for its 
adoption. With a gavel bang just a few moments later, it was done. Nearly 200 nations 
had just agreed to create a I=-&-damage f u n d f p x ~ u l n e r a b l e h m b g  the 
brunt of climate change. 

The countries that wanted riisrPe stronger cl!mate ambition Weritr'stlP1 weighing their 
options, including possibly intervening to demand the insertion of pledges on 
emissions peaking by 2025 and phasing do- fossil fuels. After successfully appealing 
Eor a half-hour break to review the newly released trxt, delegates from the so-called 
High Ambition Coalition, including Norway, Canada a@ the UK, Ipddled to strategize. 
~~pokeHtlrhU5offfdaIsTaUgfandSPeBtniat. ' I  -+ 

- - -  - - 
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For a moment it looked like developed nations would press the issue on the floor, 
sparking a fight that would reveal deep divisions over the pace of the world's pivot 
from fossil fuels. But Shoukry restarted the meeting and began calling up portions of 
the final documents, one after another, swiftly asking if there was any objection and 
then gaveling down in assent before any placarck were raised. Timmermans sat stony 
faced, his eyes locked on Shoukry. Moments after applause marked the adoption of 
the main cover text-dubbed the S h a m  El-Sheikh Implementation Plan-delegates 
from the US fled out the back 

Norway's Eide quickly followed. The mitigation work program could have been worse, 
he told reporters, and at least the ambition "does not scale down from Clasgow." But 
his glum face betrayed his disappointment. 

. . 

Inside, some ministers were still seething. T'RC final dalculus, for many, was whether , 
to demand last-minutechanges and riska floor fight that could cause the entire deal 
to collapse, taking the progress on loss a* damage with it. But the disgruntled 
nations weren't united on their demands, aiid negotiators were exhausted after a 
sleepless final night. Shoukry had run out the clock 

I 

"We are all tired-except, of course, for you. Mr. President," Timmermans said in an 
address a few moments later, an apparent thinly wiled reference to Shoukry's hands- 
off leadership. "We are faced with a moral dilemma because this deal is not enough on 

, 

mitigation" but the alternative would be to "walk away and thereby kill a fund that 
vulnerable countries have fought so hard for for decades." I 

1 
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Sharma fumed that there were fights at every step. "Those of us who came to Egypt to - , A 
keep 1.5 degrees alive and respect what every single one of us agkeed to in Clasgow had 
to fight relentlessly to hold the line," he said. That target "remains on life support." 

Tuvalu's foreign affairs minister, Simon Kofe, summed up the mix of success and 
I I 

failure that characterized the end of the summit in Egypt. Loss and damage counted as 
a tremendous gain: "It has been a long time coming-three Longdecades-and we 
have finally delivered climate justice," Kofe said. However, he added, "we haven't 
achieved an equal success" on emissions and that Ithas made Sham El-Sheikh, 
regrettably, a missed opportunity for a truly successful COP." With assistance from 
Akhat Rarhi, Salma El Wardany and Antony Sguorzin/Bloomberg. I 
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