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"They (indigenous peo-
ples) ave be nin gold
in river systems since time im-
memorial until the beginning
of commercial mining during
American times," he said at
the symposium.

B nguet province is home
to th country's pioneer mines,
beginning with the first Corpo-
rate mine, Benguet Corp., which
was established in 1904. Sangilo
Mine Was put up in 924. INQ

TE TING SMALL-SCALE OPERATIOJ'lS 'Complicate ' permits
Securing permits to oper-

ate in Minahang Bayan is als 0

too complicated and expen-
sive, he added.

Instead of simply waiting
for applicants, MGB shoul(l
explore and identify future
Minahang Bayan sites, he said.

"We must be proactive.
What happens now is that the
government declares areas al··

SE RULES FOR POCKET
MINERS, DENR TOLD

ready occupied by miners as Mi-
nahang Bayan," Domingo said

He said DENR should put
up custom mills to reduce or
eliminate mine pollution from
pocket mining.

The mills may also serve as
a convergence point for small
miners, who may trade their
gold at buying stations to be
put up by the Bangko Sentral ng
Pilipinas there, Domingo said.

According to Domingo, the
pocket miners' financiers and
the black market for gold take a
huge portion of their revenues.

"So when a small-scale
miner runs out of money, he
looks for anyone willing to buy
his 'bahay,' their term for gold,
which is the size of the head
of a matchstick, regardless of
the price that is going to be of-
fered," Domingo said. "Where
are the benefits we speak about
for small-scale miners then?"

BAGUIO CITY-The Depart-
mentofE vironmentand Nat-
ural Reso rces (DENR) should
come. up with better incen-
tives and regulations to help
pocket m ners who have not
been ear ing enough despite
the risks of digging through
small tun els, a former gov-
ernment official said here.

At a recent mining summit
here, EdJin Domingo, former
deputy director of the Mines
and Geosciences Bureau
(MGB), urged Environment
Secretary Maria Antonia Yulo
Loyzaga t9 overhaul her agen-
cy's policies governing small-
scale mines so this sector
would get better protection.

The small-scale mining sec-
tor shoulders part of the blame
for toxic mine waste that pol-
lutes waterways because some
unlicensed operations were in
remote locations and could not
be properly regulated, accord-
ing to some industry accounts.

A number of mining oper-
ators have also used mercury
to dissolve rock ore containing
gold, based on studies.

Domingo said the People's
Small-Scale Mining Act of 1991
(Republic Act No. 7076), and sev-
eral provincial ordinances were
enacted to legitimize micro and
small to medium enterprises in
the mining industry.

RA7076 created the "Mina-
hang Bayan," which are exclu-
sive zones for licensed pock-
et miners, whether artisanal
(hammer and mortar opera-
tors) or small-scale operations
that use heavy equipment.

"But after 31 years [since
the law was enacted], the gov-
ernment has declared only 49
Mlnahang Bayan areas over a
period of more than two de-
cades," Domingo said during
the Annual National Mine
Safety and Environment Con-
ference here last week.

GOLD DIGGERS During this ye ar's mining confere ce in
Baguio City, mine industry wo -leers de onstrate the skills
they need to work in the country's min tunnels in search of
gold and other minerals. -EV E!'J'IRITU

Insurance system
The government should

also build an insurance system
for pocket miners, such as a
Small-Scale Miners Protection
Fund, he added.

According to the National
Coalition of Small-Scale Min-
ers of the Philippines, over
500,000 pocket miners make a
living from small-scale mines
all over the country.

Small-scale mines prolif-
erated across the country in
the late 1970S and early 1980S
when world metals prices shot
up to a high of $800 an ounce,
and pocket miners learned to
extract gold from rocks using
the carbon in pulp technique
(also referred to as gold cyani-·
dation), Domingo said.

In the Cordillera, gold min-
ing is a traditional industry of
indigenous communities, said
Eric Andal, resident manag-
er of Itogon-Suyoc Resources
Inc.'s (ISRI) Sangilo Mines and
vice president for geology and
exploration at Apex Mining
Corp., which acquired ISRI.I--------~------------~--~------
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TUCP s. pports BBM'smove to protect small-scale min rs
THE Trade' Unio Congress of the 'Philip-
pines (TVCP), t e country's biggest labor
group, has thro n its support behind the
call of Presiden Ferdinand "Bongbong"
Marcos Jr. to bol er regulation of the small-
scale mining ind stry to ensure the welfare
of small-scale m ners.

The move, the abor group said, stands to
benefit from 200 000 to 500,000 workers in
the small-scale ining industry in terms of
safety, social pro ection and welfare.

"Like the Pres dent, our clarion call is
clear: the legitimization and formaliza-
tion of our sm,ll-scale mining industry
is the key to improved productivity, sus-
tainable growth and just work conditions
of the hundreds of thousands of workers
in this industry, alongside their families
and communiti s," said the TVCP in a
statement.

It said that sm ll-scale miners contribute
as much as 70 percent to 80 percent of the
entire mining industry's total output, which
translates to P90 to P145 billion every year.

Earlier, the President ordered the De-
partment of Env onment and Natural Re-
sources to strengthen its regulatory powers
for small- and la ge-scale mining to ensure

on small-seal e mining such as amendments
to Republic Act (RA) 7096 or the "People's
Small-scale Mining Act of 199."

The TV P president and co current
party-list R I ). Raymond Mendoza said that
he will move for the amendment 0 7096
and Executi 'e Order 79, series 0' 2012 to
make the la ' more responsive to the needs
of all smalll cale mining stakeholders. The
aim is to fl Ifill the law's ultimate goal of
incentivizi l ~the wider formalization of
the indust

"Our pr
center on p
tion of the
small-scale
considerati
vis he lar
he said.

"This call be achieved bv str rllning
the Minaha g Bayan petiti I mg, censing,
and registrat on processes T ls ca e done
by promoti [lg localized access, simplifying
documenta y requirements, enst ring af-
fordable fel' , ensuring reasonable applica-
tion time, es .ablishing one-st p-s ops and
leveraging technology, W he explained.

- WI LlAM B. DEPASUPIL·

osed reforms -id a cacies
imoting the ea f aliza-
isting informa op nons of

aining enterpr' s t g into
their peculia stat re vis-a-

scale mining Ig holders. "
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"ickelAsia claimS enviro
on·the heels of financial a hIi
NICI~ELAsia Corp. (NAC)' once

again took center stage as two
of its affiliates were accorded

the most coveted Presidential Mineral
Industry Environmental Award (PMlEA)
in the recently concluded 68th Annual
National Mine Safety and Environment
Conference (ANMSEC)in Baguio City.

"AtNAC,we align profit with purpose
amidst the challenges of climate change
and these honors only demonstrate that
caring for the environment goes hand in
hand with good business performance,"
says JB Baylon, Chief Sustainability
Officer and SVP for Public Affairs and
Communications.

NAC recently reported more than'
P21 billion in gross revenues. NAC's
attributable net income reached P6.9
billion from January to September, up
from last year's P6.17 billion.

Hinatuan Mining Corporation (HMC)
and Taganito Mining Corporation (TMC),
both subsidiaries of NAC, are recipients
of the prestigious PMlEA this year, a
back-to-back win for both.

In addition, the Best Mining Forest
Award and the Most Improved Safety
Performance under the SafestMinesAward
were alsoaccordedto TMC,with operations
based in CIaver,SurigaodelNorte.

"We persevered and worked hard to
clinch these most coveted awards this
year and' being acknowledged for our
commitment to responsible mining is an
honor and an exhilarating reelingfor allour
employees," says Engr. Artemio Valeroso,
Resident Mine Manager for TMC.

It is also a back-to-back win for HMC
this year. HMC, with operations based in
Tagana-an, also in Surigao del Norte, was
the grand slam winner during the 67th
ANMSEC last year, sweeping all major
honors from the country's most prestigious
award-givingbody in the mining industry.

"Last year was our first and a grand
slam! This year, taking home the
Presidential award and the third runner-up
honor for BestMining Forest, remind us to
remain steadfast, focusing on our goals
and to keep working hard to sustain the
good business of NACin the industry of

s'. says En . Francis
sident Mine anager.

Two more AC su isidi es were
honored. - Ca dianao M g Corp.
(CMC), with erations in Dinagat
Is:.ands, lPlatin Achie 'mer Awardee
for Surfli:e M' . g Oper tion "ategory;
and Rio uba Ni el (RT 'l) in alawan,
the two- ime AS AN AT rde for Best
Mining, vas a' PI tinum Aware e for its
nickel op irations and Titcrnun Awardee
for its liD estone roject.

RTN ras also eclared the g nd slam
charnpio a in the s fety corr ieti during
the "MineSafety eld Den onstr rion and
Field Competition held 01" the v day
of the conference.

The Annual Mine Saf y and
Environment Conf renceisc anizedbythe
Philippine Mine S ety and Envi.onment
Association (PM ) in coc . ation
with the :Jepartm t of Environ ent and
Natural R sources- ines and G sdences
Bureau, tl1 e C ber of Mine of the
Philippines, the hilippine So ety of
Mining Engineers PSEM).
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Listed mining firm Nickel Asia Corp.
(NAC) and its1subsidiaries are propagat-

ing their support to the government's
National Greening Program (NGP) by
venturing into the production of seed-
lings for fruit-bearing trees and donat-
ing a substantial number of them to the
Department of Environment and Natural
Resources (DENR).

Remedios Collado-Camo, NAC AVP
for industrial safety and OIC of its envi-
ronment sector, said seedlings production
is an important part of the operations of
the mining companies under the NAC
Group.

"Propagation of seedlings is a complex
responsibility of the environment group
of the NAC organization because we
have a goal to produce enough seedlings
to cover the hectares upon hectares f
mined-out areas ready for rehabilitation,
plus there is our commitment to DENR's
NGP," Collado-Camo said.

NAC has donated 185,466 seedlings
worth about P8.5million and has planted

~34,873 trees' within the minin camps

5-22

this year.
Jomer Tiamson, environment manag-

er for NAC subsidiary Hinatu Mining
Corp based in Surigao del orte, said
the past year has seen an i1crease of
requests for seedlings for fruit-bearing
trees which is much more ex ensive to
generate as compared to seedlings for
forest trees.

Tiamson explained that It further
proves NAC's commitment to the 'green-
ing programs because the cost of generat-
ing a seedling fora forest tree is estimated
to be at P] a each, while a see ling for a
fruit tree costs about P30 each.

The Philippine Mining A of 1995
obliges mining comparu . to .lant 100
trees to replace every tree the cut due
to their operations. This is •rt of the
mining industry's rehabilitation pro-
grams embedded in the Mining Act and
the mining companies cor itment
to the greening of communi .s where
they operate.
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Bill mandates ecotourism de
for Malamawi Island in B si an

By JOVEE MARIE N. DELA CRUZ

" @joveemarie

To foster economic -develop-
ment in Basilan province, a
lawmaker from Mindanao

has filed a so-called livelihood bill,
declaring Malamawi Island in the
City of Isabela, Province of Basilan,
an ecotourism zone.

Basilan Rep. Mujiv Hataman filed
House Bill 6293 that seeks to declare
the island in the volatile south an eco-
tourism zone and mandates the De-
partmentofTourism (DOT) to develop
the island as a tourism destination.

"First and foremost, this is a live-
.lihood measure," said Hataman.

According to the measure, Mal-
amawi is a small island in Basilan
with a long stretch of white sandy
beach on its northern coast. Because
of its crystal bluewater, refined white
sand, and breathtaking scenery, Mal-
amawi Island has become a popular
tourist attraction.

Tourist arrivals in Isabela City-
both accommodation-based and day
tours-have jumped from 60,549 in
2019, to a whopping 112,275 as of
October in 2022. Arrivals dropped
in 2020 and 2021 understandably
due to Covid-19 restrictions.

"The Malamawi Island, in the City
ofIsabela, Province of Basilan is hereby
declared an ecotourism zone. Its devel-
opmentshallbeprioritizedbythe DOT,
subjectto the rules andregulationsgov-
erning the development of ecotourism

zones," HB 6293 mandates.
"Within one year aftertheapproval

ofthisAct, the DOTshall, incoordin.i-
tion with the local government u r.s
of the City of Isabela ...and agencies
of the government, prepare a tour-
ism development plan involving tle
construction, installation, and ma:in-
tenance of appropriate infrastructure
and facilities that shall encourage
tourism in the area," it added,

Any tourism development plan of
the DOT should be consulted with
the Department of Environment a nd
Natural Resources (DENR) so thatan y
activities and development to be car-
ried out in the area should conform
to the concept of ecotourism.

"The Secretary of Tourism sh all
include in the DOT's program the
implementation ofthis Act.thefunc-
ing of which shall be included in the
annual General Appropriations Act
and from internally generated fun ds
of the DOT," the bill added.

Hataman is confident that wi th
the national government's help, Mal-
amawi could rival the country's grea t
beaches such as Boracay and Siarga.c .

"Cognizant of its importance
to the overall development of Isa-
bela City and Basilan 'province B

a whole, the local government ur.it
has poured programs and project>
to the island and its communitiesto
bolster its capacity to accommodate
visitors and improve the lives of its
people, and enrich visitor and tour-
ist experience," he said.
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By RYAN PONCE
PACPACO

BASILAN Representa-
tive Mujiv Hataman has
filed a bill seeking to
declare Malamawi Island
in BasUan as an ec:otour-
ism zone.
. "Panahon na para mag-

bunga naman ang pinagtu-
lung-fulungan at pi-
nagllirapang kapayapaan
para sa lwlpakarUmat ib-
uunlad; ng mga komu':

nidad sa Basilan,Ang pag-
papaganda ng Malamawi
Island ay isang hakbang
tungo sa isang progresi-
bong kinabukasan," Hata-
man said.

Thisisaccordmgto Hata-
man, as he filed on Tues-
day ni2ht House Bill (HB)
No. 62'J3 that seeks to de-
clare Malamawi Island in
the Oty of IsabeJa,Basilan,
an "ecotourism zone" and
mandates the_~t
of Tourism (DUf) to de-
!eiop the island as a tour-

ism destination. .
"Sa katunayan, mad-

ami na an~ pumupunta sa
Malamawi Island para
magbakasyon dahil tunay
na napakaganda ng
tanawin doon. Ang nak-
ikinabang sa maraming
bisita ay ang mga komu-
nidad sa islii sa i1a1imng
pagpapatnubay ng lokal
na pamahalaan ng IsabeJa
Oty," Hataman declared.

According to the- mea-
sure. MaJamjwi IsJm1 is i
small island in Basilanwith

~
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Israel offers PH water
management technology
ISRAELis offering innovative solutions
to help the Philippines improve water
resource management and conservation.

Israel's Agency for International
Development Cooperation and the
United States Agency for International
Aid shared with the Philippine govern-
ment and local water concessionaires
in the Philippines the expertise and
experience of Israel on water resource
management.

"Israel invested in technology to sup-
port the growing demand and urbaniza-
tion in the country," said Israeli Am-
bassador to the Philippines Ilan Fluss
during a recent seminar.

The technologies, e said, "were
introduced together with good polio
cies and regulations that made Israel
the leading country in the world in
managing the water sector."

Wa erA

DO
EDITORIAL CARTOON
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• WATER FROM A 1

Israel offers PH water
"From desalination to reuse of

sewage, minimum loss of water
and more, " the ambassador said.

"Through this seminar, we hope
that the Philippines' key imple-
menting agencies will gain insights
from the Israeli experience and
adapt them to local conditions, *
be added.

He noted that Israel faced chal-
lenges in water conservation and
management The Middle East is a
dry area and more than 50 percent
of "Israel is actually desert, "he said.

The Israe i Embassy in Manila
aid National Water Resources
oa Director Susan Abano

shared the c allenges that the
hilippiries faces as water avail-

ability continues to fall due to
rising d and.

The embassy said that engineers
Rodel Rik Tumanda and Jon Mi-
chael Esteban of Maynilad and
Manila Water, respectively, as well
s Metropolitan Waterworks and

Sewerage System chief regulator

Patrick Ty presented their perspec-
tives on managing water scarcity.

"These were analyzed by the
Israeli water delegation and pre-
sented advanced solutions to
be ter manage the water sector of
the country, " the embassy said in
a statement.

"The Israeli companies high-
lighted Israel's innovation and
technology to inspire and encour-
age the Philippine water sector,
businesses and local government
units to invest in technologies that
will help manage water s stain-
ably, • it added

Among the Israeli companies
who presente their water tech-
nologies were ARAD Group, At-
lantium, Okian and Watergen.
The firms ofkr tung-edge Israeli
technologies in advanced metering
infrastructure, water and wastewa-
ter management and treatment
solutions, water control solutions,
and turnkey projects.

BERNADETTE E. TAMAYO
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nitong nakaraang
November 23
2022 sa lalawiga l
ng BULACAN.

Ipinunto 0 r
MAYOR GER··
MAR na kinakail-
angan ang pagpap··

IRWIN CORPUZ ahalaga sa tubig a1;
ang marapat na=---.....,...---- -:-_.....paggamit upang

SOlusyon ng QC' sa ~:~!g~~~o~tong sa pagig-

Climate Change at ang vo~xg¢VE~~~'tRR~
Save Water ng Norzagaray! ~~A~~i~~a1~~al~~~ .~~;.
BUN SOD sa pabago-bagong panahon na epekto ng NORZAGARAY WATE~

CLIMATE CHANGE at pinagsisikapan ngayong maso- DISTRICT at mga opisyales
lusyunan ng iba't ibang mga lider ng bansa ay isa si QUE- mula sa mga bayan ng PAN-
ZON CITY MAYOR JOY BELMONTE ang naging panau- DI, ANGAT, SAN ILDE-
hin at nagbahagi ng programang isinasagawa sa kanilang FONSO, SAN RAFAEL a
lungsod sa inilunsad na programa ng EUROPEAN CHAM- STA. MARlA WATERDIS
BER OF COMMERCE OF THE PHILIPPINES (ECCP). TRICTS gayundin ng mg

Ang programa ng ECCP ay ang kampanyang NET ZERO COMMUNITY SOCIA
CARBON PHILIPPINES.., tinalakay ang kahandaan sa mga WORKERS, BARANGA
CLIMATE EMERGENCY na pumapaloob dito ang iba't HEALTH WORKERS
ibang pamamaraan 0 proyektong makatutulong upang ma- TEACHERS, LOCAL GOV
bawasan ang iba't ibang polusyon sa kapaligirnn. ERNMENT UNITS a

Sa naturang programa ay ibinahagi 0\ MAYOR JOY BARANGAY OFFICIALS.
ang iba't ibang programa sa kanilang lungsod bilang pag- Inihayag ni LWU
tugon sa mga epekto ng global climate change .., kabilang PUBLIC RELATION
na ang pagtatatag ng CLIMATE CHANGE & ENVIRON- CHIEF JANNET GOJOC
MENTAL SUSTAINABILITY DEPARTMENT at pag- CO na ang SWAP ay ini-
buo sa ENHANCED LOCAL CLIMATE CHANGE AC- lunsad ng LWUA para s
TION PLAN katuwang ang C40 CITIES. puspusang kampanya hing

Binigyang-diin ni MAYOR JOY ang kahalagahan ng gil sa WATER CO-'ISER-
pagkakaisa sa lahat ng sektor.., mula sa mga civil society VATION sa pakikipagtu-
organization hanggang sa mga residente para maisakatu- wangan ng mga stakehold-
paran ang climate goals sa kanilang lungsod. . ers upang maimpormahan

Inihayag pa nito na upang makamit an~ target na ma- at maturuan ang mga tao
bawasan ng 30 porsyento ang carbon emissions ay iba't sa pagpapahalaga sa tubig.
ibang proyekto at plano ang binuo sa kanilang lokal na Ipinunto naman n NWD
pamalialaan tulad ng pagpapalawig ng BIKE LANE NET- GENERAL MANAGER
WORK .., SOLARIZATION sa kanilang CITY-OWNED AlMER CRUZ na 91% sa
HOSPITALS at viable SCHOOL BUILDINGS, pagpap- mga kinukonsumong tubig
atayo ng GREEN CORRIDOR at pagsusulong ng URBAN sa mga resident.e ng
AGRICULTURE. METRO MANILA a~

• • • nanggagaling sa ANGAT at
SAVE WATER CAMPAIGN NG NORZAGARAY! IPO DAM na dapat ay ma-
"Nabubuhay ang tao nang walang pag-ibig pero walang palawig pa ang reforesta-

nabubuhay nang walang tubig,"., mga katagang sinambit tion 0 mapalawak pa ang
ni NORZAGARAY MAYOR ELENA GERMAR nang ita pagtatanim ng.mga puno.
ay durnalo sa SAVE WATERADVOCACY PROGRAM na Sa naturang programa ay
iniIunsad ng LOCAL WATER UTILITIES ADMINISTRA- naging tagapagsali.ta rin
TION (LWUA) sa NORZAGARAY WATER DISTRICT sina DOST PAGASA

WEATHER SPECIALIST MARY MAY VICTORIA CAL-
IMASO; NWRB WATER RESOURCES ASSESSMENT
SECTION HEAD JOSEPHINE BILLONES; LWUA
WATER SUPPLY SANITA1;ION PLANNING AND DE-
SIGN DEPARTMENT MANADER VIRGILIO BOMBE-.
TA.., at si JOSEPH ROON TUAZON, MAYNILAD WA-
TER SERVICES COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIP HEAD,

na tinalakay ng mga ita ang epekto ilt wastong paggami,
o pagpapahalaga ng tubig! ••••

Kung may reaksiyon lalo na vet. tnga nak kanti ng
ating kolum ay maaari po kliy"g mag- mail sa
corpuzirwin074@gmail.com () mail'IXl laman sa 0969
5368851 para sa inyo pong mga punig.
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Listed firm . need to improv
focus on biodiversit - ..;tudy

y IRIS GONZALES

Listed companies in the Asia
J!>acificregion including those in

*
ePhilippines need to improve

t eir sustainability t~rusts, ac-
ording to key findings of a re-

port, Nature-related Reporting
in Asia-Pacific Corporations:
State of Corporate Practices.

According to the report, only
28percent among 410top listed
firms in the region view nature
and biodiversity as a priority
issue among sustainability con-
cerns. Industrial and consumer
staples companies are the most
nature-conscious while health-
care firms are the least.

The study, published by the
Centre for Governance and
Sustainability (CGS)at the a-
tional University of Singapore
(NUS) Business School, exam-
ined the top 50listed companies
by market capitalization in each
of ~3Asia-Pacific regions.

Among this group, there
were 600 companies which

published their sustainability
report in English in 2021 or
2022. Researchers delved into
the sustainability reports of
these 600 businesses, focusing
on their approach to report-
ing, materiality or whether
biodiversity could affect the
firm's ability to create value
in the short, medium and long
term, governance, strategy, risk
management, and metrics and
targets.

Out of these 600 firms, 68
percent or 410companies made
disclosures related to nature or
biodiversity.

Of these 410 firms that pub-
lished nature-related disclo-
sures, 28 percent or 114 com-
panies view biodiversity as a
priority issue.

Another key finding is that
across 11 industries, industrial
and consumer staples compa-
nies are most nature-conscious,
as they depend heavily on na-
ture for raw materials.

On the other hand, "health-

care and communication servic-
es firms show lesser concern."

In the re-g ion, Japan and
Australia :fare best in active
conservation.

"There lls no observation
of any company completing a
biodiversity audit for its value
chain, signi ying that the tull
scope of business impacts is
not accounted for," the report
said.

Professor Lawrence Loh,
director, Centre for Goyer-
nance and St; stainability, r... US
Business School, said effective
nature repo ting is a crit cal
component i the global effort
to halt biodi zersity loss.

"Achieving consistency in
ature reporting gives confi-

dence to investors and helps
businesses embrace susta n-
ability in ther operations. The
gl bal race toward net-zero
ambition is crippled unless a
net positive a mbition for b -
diversity is t .en in stride as a
bu iness nor 1/' he said.
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ICIT-TO-GDPRATIO,
FISllCALDATA IMPROVING'

Defici~to-GDP...By C~I U.OrmlNARIO
!.' @caiordinario

~'HEDe-
partment
of Finance

OF) said the
ernment's :>

al indicators. .Iml:provmg
'.e Increase

e deficit
D]P ratio
ed arid

enue
ge crating
ag ncies hit
do l>lt~~digit
gr wth in their
co ections.
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nce Secretary Benjamin E.

Dioknb told reporters on Thursday
he national government's

defici as percent of GDP for the
first tree quarters slowed to 6.5
perce t from 8.3 percen~ a year
ago.

He ddedtbatforthe10-month
perio , the Bureau of Internal
Reven] e (BUt) also collected P;1.9
trillio ,up by 12.6 percent while
the Breau of Customs (BOC)
increa ed its collections by 35.8
perce t to P 713.5 billion in ·the
same eriod ..
.UTa effoc, defined as taxes as

perce of GDP, rose to 15.3 per-
cent f om 14.8 percent in 2021,"
Diokn told reporters via Viber.

Climate risk
MEANWH ILE. Diokno urged climate
experts and leaders from the public,
private. and development sectors to
investin adaptation to reduce climate
risks and disasters.

"We must urgently increase the
availability of adaptation and re-
silience finance. particularly for
sustainable and climate-resilient
infrastructure," Diokno said at the
recent Climate Investment Forum
organized by the Climate Change
Commission (CCC). .

The country's high exposure to cli-
mate and disaster risks. he stressed.
has pushed ~he government to be
more proactive in prioritizing disas-
ter risks and climate change impacts.

As such. the Department of
Finance (DOF) proposed a three-
pronged blended approach of grants.
investments, and subsidies as mo-
dalities of climate finance.

This considers the private sec-
tor, multilateral development banks .
(MDBs). and global financial regula-
tory bodies as vital partners in the
mobilization of fin'ancing for adapta-
tion and mitigation projects.

The government also continues
to seek support from international
cha"nnels and partners to ensure suf-
ficient fiscal space in addressing the
clhnate crisis.

T'b.e Philippines submitted its first
nationally determined contribution
or NDC in April 2021-

"The first NDC commits to a
projected greenhouse gas emission
reduction and avoidance of 75 per-
cent. represenl:ing the country's arn- I

bi~ion for GHG mitigation by 2030
for the agriculture. waste, industry.
transport, and .energy sectors;' he
explained.

He called the private sector an
important pillar in a just transition
to a low-carbon econo:rny,.tlr~bugh
energy ~ransition. technology devel-
opment and deployment. and build~
ing of clirn.ate-resilien t cOJnlTl.U nities, '.
with due regard to natural resources
and ecosystem integrity.

To encourage private sector par-
ticipatic;:>n. the DOF an!i the Bangko
Sen~ral ng Pilipinas (BSP) have also
established a sustainable finance
ecosystem to synergize public and
private investments in green proj-
ects and create the environment for
greener polfcte s ,

SECguidance
MEANWHILE, the Securities and
Exchange Commission (SEC) has re-
leased guidelines on the issuance of
Green Bonds under the Asean Green
'Bonds Standards.

"This provides a reference point
for determining the eligibility of
green projects covering renewable
energy, energy efficiency, pollu~ion
prevention and control, environ-
mentally-sustainable. management
of living natural resources and land

use. cIea ri. tra sportation, and ad-
aptation of gr en infrastructure,"
Diokno said.

The govern ent has also devel-
oped the Sustai able Finance Frame-
work laying do n the process for en-
suring transpa ency and disclosure
of the use of pr ceeds, as W"ellas the
expected envir rirrrerrt a l and social
impact of eligi Ie green and social
projects. in kefping with interna-
tional best pra( .

"These effor
ce~sfully issue 0Erfirst-ever sustain-
ability global bo dsworth $1 billion,
and sustainabi ity samurai bonds
W"orth $600 mil ion," Diokno said.

Mandanas ruU]9
THE DOF also aIled on local gov-
ernment units LGUs) to optimize
their increased t.ransfers from the
Mandanas rulin in setting up plans
on capital inve rrnerrcs to address
basic and groW"'ng needs of their
constituents ..

EO No. 138 s , 2021 strength-
ens the auto no of LGUs, granting
them, among ot ers. the ability to
borrow resourc s to improve local
facilities and se vices.

"[Aj s we imp ement the full de-
volution of cert~.n functions from
the executive b anch to local gov-
ernments pursu nt 1:0 EO Number
138, series of202 ,local government
units are confrOf~ed W"ith the -ch al-
lenge of funding he expanded scope
of basic services and local develop-
ment projects, It i therefore irnpera-
tiye that LGUs p t in place plans on.
capital investtTle1ts,,, said Diokno.

However. dat shoW"ed that LGUs
had a Iow appetit for borroW"ing. In
the past five yea s, only around 62
percent of LGUs ave aV,ailed them-
selves of credit. or 2021, LGU bor-

rowings only a~unted to P136.6
billion or around ..74 percent of the
country's GDP.

The BurE;au of ocal Government:
Finance (BLGF), asked to monitor
and evaluate LGU orrowings, noted
that LGUs wez-e only able to utilize
51.5 percent of t eir borroW"ing ca-
pacity in the past five years.

These were mo t co.mmonly used
for the co rrs t r u ct id n of local govern-
ment buildings nd roads, acqui-
sition of lots, an procurement: of
heavy equipment.

To encourage local bo r row rrrg,
the BLGF issue the Certificate
of Net Debt Ser ice Ceiling and
BorroW"ing Capac ty to establish a
rrra.xi rrxta rrrcredit ount that LGUs
can refer to.

The initia~ive ~s part of the gov-
ernment's engagjement with the

World Bank GrOU:f.here LGUs, espe-
cially city govern ent stakeholders.
are given access 0 knowledge and
tools to design c editW"orthy local
strategies in planning and imple-
menting capital intestment projects,
said Diokno.
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Loss and damage fund a win
~ for PH, climate vulnerable ,

countries -- Legarda
SENATE President Pro- Tempore Loren Legarda yesterday
lauded the new global deal to establish a "loss and damage"
facility as compensation for climate-vulnerable developing
countries, including the Philippines, due to the ,destruction
brought about by climate change, which they did not cause.

The deal was included in the decision adopted by countries at
the 27th Conference of the Parties (COP27) of the United Nations
FrarneworkConventiononOirnateChange(UNFC~C),following

. two weeks of negotiations in Sharm El-Sheikh, Egypt.
"Today, wecelebrateahistoricwinfor the developing world with

the establishment of a loss and damage fund as reparation for the
lives, livelihoods, assets, and opportunities destroyed within cli- '

. mate-vulnerable countries, including the Philippines.
This is a welcome development of a decade-long battle on loss and
damage, but we remain steadfast in our continuing call for climate
justice as we demand the developed countries to actually deliver
on their commitments in the Paris Agreement," Legarda said.

Senator Legarda explained that developed countries have
failed to meet their obligations in the climate treaty, particularly,
in annually mobilizing US$I00 billion of climate finance for
developing countries starting in 2020. This failure, she added, has
delayed progress and raised doubts about the developed coun-
tries' genuineness and solidarity with th~ developing world.

She stated that there must be clarity, and a new roadmap to
deliver on this promise and for new commitments, including the
loss and damage fund and the doubling of\adaptation finance. She
also supported the call to open more access to climate finance from
public and private sources and philanthropies, and for multilat-
eral development banks and financial institutions to improve their
business models to accept risks and leverage finance for develop-
ing countries.

However, she lamented that the COP27 decision is remiss in
conveying stronger language against fossil fuels and increasingcoun-
tries' targets to reduce global greenhouse gas emissions, in support of
the 15 degrees Celsius climate goal of the Paris Agreement

"Central to our pursuit for climate justice is our call to limit
global temperature rise to 1.5 degrees Celsius-our climate
survival threshold. Current commitments to reduce emissions still
lead to a level way beyond that threshold, and it's worrying for
countries like ours that already find it hard to adapt at the current
level. Despite this, however, the benefits of renewable energy,
especially in terms of savings to power costs, speak for themselves
and encourage nations to sustain the momentum for RE and put

. an end to the fossil fuel era." Legarda said. .
"~-I • - •• " ". •• I. PS Jun'M. Sarmiento
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FIRING LINE Change of stand at CO 27?
ROBERT B. ROQUE, JR.

At the close of the
27th United Nations cu-
mate Change Confer-
ence (COP27) in Sharm
El Sheikh, Egypt, last
Sunday, a landmark
agreement for the set-
ting up of a "loss and
damage" finance facil-
ity was reached. The
rules have yet to be
cast in stone, but this
is undoubtedly a step
in the right direction for
climate change justice
for the world's most
vulnerable communi-
ties and nations, like
the Philippines.

Kudos to the Depart-
ment of Environment
and Natural Resources
for pushing for the
"adoption of a precise
definition of 'loss and
damage' to include im-
pacts from extreme cli-
mate events and slow

onset change, to cover
economic and non-eco-
nomic losses, and to
establish a mechanism
that would fund and
deliver technical sup-
port to help countries
manage loss and dam-
age."

Soon enough, this
fund will cover immedi-
ate calamity relief and
reparations for com-
munities affected by
severe weather distur-
bances and hazard pay
for displaced workers.

* * *
Still, environmental-

ists and climate change
watchdog organizations
were grossly disappoint-
ed that the Philippine
delegation kept mum
over the issue of phas-
ing out fossil fuels at the
COP27.

Gerry Arances, ex-

ecutive director of the Center
for Energy, Ecology, and De-
velopment (CEED), voiced out
the great expectation that our
delegation would stand up to
ensure that the world meets
the target to limit global warm-
ing to l.5 degrees Celsius above
pre-industrial temperatures, as
stated in the Paris Agreement.

It had been the country's stand
for so long - even consistent
with the Marcos administration's
push for cleaner energy sources
- yet our delegation seemed to
have abandoned it because of
our power sector's dependence
on fQ,ssilfuels such as coal.

* * *
In May of2021, 6,000 residents

of Quezon City converged at a
community pantry in Old Balara
organized by a dozen personnel
and about 50 staff members of
then-Councilor Franz Pumaren's
office.

Although he'd be cleared of any
violation, Pumaren apologized
for the "unseen event" of a likely
superspreader at the height of

the COVID-19 andemic.
Now that h 's a congressr an,

little has ch nged about Pu-
maren and . apparent aSI ent
to becoming C's very own 'Su-
perspreader ing" - this ti e,
holdi -ig a met-and gree at
the 1'€ odoro onzo Elemen
Schoo Iin Proj ct 4.

Disgruntle parents do 'lot
appreciate t at their elerr.en-
tary kids we e herde d in .he
hunoreds on e grounds of he
public school as a" elcorr ng
party' for t e newly e e ed
congressman. He even attra .ed
kids tc mill ar und . for p tty
games with uch pettier c sh
prizes

Wi II he be nswerable if ny
of the! e kids c ntractCOVID 9?
Most l.kely no .

* *
SHClRTBUR

or re actions,
ymail ..I;om or
Read current
this column
at 40

.Forcomm ts
mail ftnngli: ~@
eet @Side_ - w.
d past issue, of

t TEMPO beg ns
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ero tariff
QD e-vehic

I .

NEDA endorses draft EO
fo Marcos' approval
8y 8ETHEENA V. UNITE

An executive order (EO) to
enforce a zero-tariff policy
on electric vehicles has been
endorsed for the approval of

President Marcos, National Economic
Development Authority (NEDA)
secretafY Arsenio Balisacan said.

.Balisacan revealed during a Palace
briefing on Thursday, Nov. 24, that
the executive order on tariff modi-
fication is up for President Marcos)
approval and signing.

The move, he said, intends to
reduce pollution in the country and
address climate change.

"In particular, the EOwill tempo-
rarily reduce the most favored nation
(MFN) ~ariff rates to zero percent
for five years on completely built up
(CBU)u its of certain EVs,except for
hybrid-type EVs," Balisacan said.

The EO also seeks to implement
tariff odification on certain parts

and components of EVsfrom five
percent to one percent for five
years.

It will be reviewed after one
year, the NEDAchief said, to
assess its impact on the de-
velopment of the EVindustry
ecosystem.

According to Balisacan,
the endorsed EOmodifying
tariff rates covers e-vehicles
(EVs), such as passenger
cars I buses, mini - buses,
vans, trucks, motorcycles,
tricycles, scooters, and bi-
cycles, including EVparts and
components:

Aside from addressing envi-
ronmental concerns, the move
also aims to encourage consumers
to consider acquiring EVs,improve
energy security by reducing depen-
dence on imported fuel, and promote
the development of the EVin - ••••...7
dustry ecosystem. ••••...

Zero tariff on e-vehicles
HWewant to encourage the use of

e-vehicles because that will address
pollution issues and our adaptation to
climate change and webelievethat's the
future," he said.

"But more importantly, we want to
be part of the value chain globallyin this
drive to get to this new industry, new
growth drivers and hopefullywedevelop
our own industries and this reduction of
tariff is part of that building up ecosys-
tern," he added.

The NEDAofficial said tariff modi-
fications on e-vehicles have been
enforced overthe years, from 30percent
down to seven percent to fivepercent.

Traditional jeepney phaseout?
Asked whether the move also aims

to further the shift from traditional
jeepneys to e-vehicles, Balisacan said
it is not the main objective, but it will
eventually lead to that.

"Hindi naman sa pagpe-phase
out (It's not about phaseout), but
eventually this tech ology, these EVs
become more popular and as prices for
these vehicles become more compe ti -
tive, eventually people will switch to
these EVs," he said. HAsof now, as
you may know, the costs are still quite
high but technology is developi ng
rapidly and this cost, including the
battery, are going down."

Once the EO is signed, the zero-
tariff policy will be implemented. B t
BaIicasan did not disclose when the
President is expected to sign it.

T
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- I - '. In early 2001, the Philippine
Pinatubo Lake and Institute of Volcanology and Seis-

eeam's Razor mology (Phivolcs) estimated that
in the coming rainy season, the
accumulated rainwater in the lake
would overflow its rim and would
result in flooding of the town of
Botolan with flood waters reach-
ing two meters. There was also the
imminent danger of the volcano's
caldera collapsing due to the pres-
sure ofthe accumulated water
which would cause enormous loss
of lives and property in my town.

For an appropriate disclosure,
in 2.001,!\'?as~the congressman of
the second district of Zambales. I
was invited to attend a meeting of .
volcanologists and engineers and
briefed on the dangers to my town
and on the proposed solution of
installing a huge water pump on
top of the volcano for a controlled
draining operation at the onset of
the rainy season. I thought this
would cost millions of pesos to
purchase the machinery, as well
as operate and maintain.

I suggested that instead of the
proposed huge water pump, the
Department of Public Works and
Highways (DPWH) should consid-
er digging a channel wide enough
to relieve the lake of water in a con-
trolled manner, The well-known
volcanologist Dr. Kevin Rodolfo
who was the proponent of the
water pump proposal told us that
this was never done before. I ar-
gued that if my proposal to create
a channel before the rains come
was never done before, it doesn't
mean it could not be done. It was
just an engineering problem, and

From 2001 to the present or a
span of more than two decades,
the residents of Botolan, Zarn,
bales, no longer have to worry
about massive flooding due to the
breaching of the volcano lake's
rim. The national government
did not have to spend money to
import, maintain and operate
water pumps to reduce the water
in the lake. Moreover, digging the
S-meter water channel provided
~IVployment, albeit on a short-
term basis, to Indigenous people
who have returned to resettleat
the foot of the volcano.

It is said that a simple theory or
solution to a complex problem
"when everythingelse equal is
betterthan acomplicatedone."Thisis
known asOccam'sRazor. . maxim
wasnamed afterWilliamofOckham.

Occam's Razor is also known
as "the law of economy or law
of parsimony: According to this
famous logician and philosopher,
"plurality shou d not be posited
without necessity. The principle
gives precedence to the simplicity
of two competing theories, the
simpler explanation lor solution]

. of an entity is to be preferred. /I

My proposal to so ve the ac-.
cumulation of water in the Pi-
natubo lake and the feared col-
lapse of its rim is my humble
interpretation and application
of Occam's Razor Now, nobody
talks of danger of flood ng due to
a sudden massive release of water
accumulated in the Pinatubo lake.

T:~e
Mou t
Pinatu~o RUBEN
volca9° DnTORRES
is !Ocattd
in the ountain range of Zambales.
It erup ed in June 1991 after more
than 600 years of dormancy as many
volcanologists and geologists tell us.
Its geological history was relatively
unknown until it became active and
eventually erupted. •.. TorresA 11

• TORRES fROM A1

Pinatubo Lake
and Occam's Razor

LABOR
MATTERS

The massive eruption of Pi-
natubo is considered to be "the
second largest terrestrial eruption
of the 20th Cttntury, after the
1912 eruption bf Novarupta in•..
Alaska. Mount Pinatubo emitted
10 billion tons of lahar and 20
million tons ofs lfuric acid (C02)
depositing mine Is and toxic met-
als into the envi onment."

Pinatubo, dU9ng its week-long
eruption, deposi ed an enormous
amount of lahar, which phenom-
enon President orazon Aquino
considered then as a bane. Now
it is a boon to e economy of
Central Luzon as the lahar sand
emitted by the volcano is being
quarried for use in construction
and reclamation projects. Many
politicians and 9usiness people
have become rich because of la-
har. Secretly, I surmise, they thank
Mount Pinatubo for the bounty.

Another sign±ficant conse-
quence of the e ption was the
formation of the s mmit lake. The
newly formed lake is located on
the Botolan side f the volcano.
This lake's depth is estimated to be
115 meters. The ater catchment
area is around 5 square kilometers.
The primary outflow of water from
the lake is the Budao River in my

J!.ometown of Bot lan, Zambales.

the country has excellent geologic
and civil engineers who can design
and construct the outflow channel.

Eventually, the head of Phivolcs,
Dr. Raymundo Punongbahan, and
the DPWH engineers agreed to
consider my proposed solution.
The government dug a S-meterwide
channel from the edge of the volca-
no'scrater, which drained a quarter
of the lake's water and directed the
water flow to the Bucao River.

When the rains came and the
final breach was to be done, the
governor of Zambales Vicente
Magsaysay, the mayor of Botolan,
myself, and other local govern-
ment officials waited for the ex-
pected huge flow of water in the
Bucao River. For the three hours
that we were on top of the Bucao
bridge, we did not see any sig-
nificant increase in water flowing
through the river despite the warn-
ings of the Phivolcs. The governor
had to call off the mass evacuation
of residents living near the river.

Apparently, the plan for a con-
trolled flow of water from the lake
volcano worked. Even then Presi-
dent Gloria Macapagal Arroyo was
elated that the feared flooding of
Botolan did not happen. Addressing
the Zambales government officials
at the provincial capitol building,
PresidentArroyo thanked me for the
proposal to dig an outflow Channel
of the waters of the lake.

-l'
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Defending PHIB, ,
territorial integrity
AT a special summit held virtually on November 22, 2021 be-

.tween leaders of China and Asean to commemorate 30 years
of dialogue relations, Chinese President Xi Jinping assured

Southeast Asian leaders that China does not seek hegemony and will
not bully its smaller neighbors.-

It was a game of duplicity. Xi was paying lip service to the idea because a
week before the online event, two Philippine boats headed for Ayungin Shoal
with food supplies for our military forces there were blocked by Chinese Coast
Guard vessels, which blasted the Philippine ships with water.

President Duterte took the opportunity at the virtual summit to condemn
the act: "Weabhor the recent event in the Ayungin Shoal and view with grave
concern other similar developments," he said, adding that the episode" does
not speak well of the relations between our nations and our partnership."

From the Associated Press: "The Chinese coast guard forcibly seized float-
ing debris the Philippine Navy was towing to its island in another confronta-
tion in the disputed South China Sea, a Philippine military.commander said
Monday. The debris appeared to be from a Chinese rocket launch. The Chinese
vessel twice blocked the Philippine naval boat before seizing the debris it was
towing Sunday off Philippine-occupied Thitu Island (Pag-asa Island), ViceAd-
miral Alberto Carlos said Monday. He said no one was injured in the incident."

With this brazen act of seizing objects in the possession of another nation's
military, China wants to show how it can intimidate and bully small nations

. like the Philippines, which can't match its military might.
The Philippines on Thursday issued a diplomatic note to China seeking

explanation on a South China Sea incident where the Chinese Coast Guard
"forcefully retrieved" a suspected rocket debris being towed by the Philippine
Navy near Pag-asa Island. The Department of Foreign Affairs wants China to
clarify what happened between the Philippine Navy and the Chinese Coast
Guard in waters off Pag-asa Island on November 20, said DFAspokesperson
Ma. Teresita Daza in a statement.

From the Associated Press: "VicePresident Kamala Harris urged countries
on Tuesday to stand up for territorial integrity and freedom of navigation in
the South China Sea, which has been challenged by China, and said Washing-
ton would press an international campaign against "irresponsible behavior"
in the disputed waters. Harris did not cite China by name but was obviously
referring to Beijing when she underscored America's support to treaty ally the
Philippines in the face of intimidation and coercion in the South China Sea,"

"We must stand up for principles such as respect for sovereignty and ter-
ritorial integrity, unimpeded lawful commerce, the peaceful resolution of dis-
putes," Harris said. "We will continue to rally our allies and partners against
unlawful and irresponsible behavior. When the international rules-based order

. is threatened somewhere, it is threatened everywhere," she said.
Harris reaffirmed Washington's commitment to defend the Philippines

under a 1951 Mutual Defense Treaty that obligates the allies to help defend
either side that comes under attack. "An armed attack on the Philippines
armed forces, public vessels, or aircraft in the South China Sea would invoke
US Mutual Defense commitments," Harris told President Marcos. "And that
is an unwavering commitment that we have to the Philippines."

China is a signatory in the United Nations Lawof the Sea Treaty. But it con-
tinues to breach the provisions of the United Nations Convention on the Lawof
the Sea. On January 22, 2013, the Philippines instituted arbitral proceedings
against China in a dispute concerning their respective maritime entitlements
and the legality of Chinese activities in, the South China Sea. China refused
to participate in the arbitral proceedings. On July 12, 2016, the Arbitral Tri-
bunal in the South "China Sea Arbitration issued a unanimous award largely
favorable to the Philippines.

China's vast territorial claims on historical grounds in the South China Sea
have'been invalidated. Still, China wants to reach global superpower status,
and it is happy to bully its way into this dream. It shows no respect for the
Philippine Navy. To defend its territorial integrity, the Philippines needs all
the support it can get from the community of nations. It's time to ask China
to respect international law.
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~~ Republic of the Philippines '
~ ~ Department of Environment and Natural Resources~=::;::;;COMMUNITY ENVIRONMENT AND NATURAL RESOURCESI CALACA

NOTICE

NOtiC~iS hereby given that the Community Environment and
Natural Reso trees Office at Calaca, Batangas will accept oral or written
bids not later ~ an [k.c. Ire ~ on .'. 00 ~ for the lease for Industrial Port
purposes of the tract ofla'ndilerein below described:

Location Brgy. Puting Bato West, Calaca, Batangas

Description • . Miscellaneous Lease Application No. 041oo7-6-A

Area f .•:40.000 sqm ..

Applied for by 'Calac~ lndus~al Seaport Corp.
'.

i' " represented by Mr, Chryss Alfonsus V.Damuy

The right to lease the landwill be awarded to the person offering the
highest annual rental:which shall not be less than three per centum (3%) of
the value oflartd plus one per centum tl%) of the value of the proposed and
/ or existing improvements. In order that a person may be entitled to
participate in a bidding, he must be a qualified public land applicant, and
must, before the commencement of the same. make a deposit of equivalent
to three (3) months rentaL Only deposit in cash, money order treasury
warrant, certified checks, cashier's check or manager's check can be
accepted. A person bidding in representation of another may do so under a
duly executed power of attorney. During the bidding, the bidder has to
make an additional deposit every time his bid is raised, to complete the
three (3) months rental. otherwise, such bid as raised shall not be accepted.
The right is reserved to reject any or all bids.

ISAd.*>- LTORlO
{j-NRO Officer

Date
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Republic of the Philipp nes
Department of Environ11ent and Natural Resources
COMMUNITY ENVIRC NMENT AND NATURAL RE OURCES
CALACA•••••••••••••••• _••••••••• c===~ •••• ~

Notice is hereby given thnt the Community Env mrnent and
Natural Resources Office at Calaca, Batangas will accept 4 al OJ written
bids not later than pu.,11p,ilto+ on_..!IC()O~ for the lea cfor .dustrial Port
purposes ofthe tract of land herein below described:

Location Brgy. Puting Bato, Calaca, Batangas

Description Miscellaneous Lease Applica ion 0 1007-6

Area 9,831sqm.

Applied for by Calaca lnd strial Seaport Corp.

represente 1JyMr. Ramson E Llanto

The right to lease the land w illbe awarded to the person offering the
highest annual ren al, wh ich shall not be less than three per centum (3%) of
the value ofland plus one per centui (1%) ofthe value of the oposed and
! or existing improvements. In Ol er that a person may b entitled to
participate in a bi ding, he must be II qualified public I d a licant, and
must, before the commencement 01be same, make a depo It of equivalent
to three (3) months rental, Only deposit in ca h, money order treasury
warrant, certified checks, cashier s check or mana er' ch k can be
accepted. A person bidding in repr sentation of anoth may do '0 under a
duly executed power of attorney. During the biddin the bIer has to
make an additional deposit every lime his bid is rais j, to plete the
three (3) months rental, otherwise, such bid as raised sh: Il not >eaccepted.
The right is reserved to reject any or all bids.

JDate
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