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EASE RULES FOR POCKET -
MINERS, DENR TOLD

By Vincent Cabreza
@IngNational

BAGUIO |CITY—The Depart-
ment of Environment and Nat-
ural Resources (DENR) should
come up with better incen-
tives and regulations to help
pocket miners who have not
been earning enough despite
the risks of digging through
small tunnels, a former gov-
ernment official said here.

At arecent mining summit
here, Edwin Domingo, former
deputy director of the Mines
and  Geosciences . Bureau
(MGB), urged Environment
Secretary Maria Antonia Yulo
Loyzaga to overhaul her agen-
cy’s policies governing small-
scale mines so this sector
would get better protection.

The small-scale mining sec-
tor shoulders part of the blame
for toxic mine waste that pol-
lutes waterways because some
unlicensed operations were in
remote locations and could not
be properly regulated, accord-
ing to some industry accounts.

" A number of mining oper-
ators have also used mercury
to dissolve rock ore containing
gold, based on studies.

Domingo said the People’s
Small-Scale Mining Act of 1991
(Republic Act No. 7076), and sev-
eral provincial ordinances were
enacted to legitimize micro and
small to medium enterprises in
the mining industry.

RA 7076 created the * Mina-
hang Bayan,” which are exclu-
|sive zones for licensed pock-

et miners, whether artisanal

(hammer and mortar opera-
| tors) or small-scale operations
that use heavy equipment.

“But after 31 years [since
the law was enacted], the gov-
ernment has declared only 49
Minahang Bayan areas over a
period of more than two de-
cades,” Domingo said during
the Annual National Mine
Safety and Environment Con-
ference here last week.

ready occupied by miners as Mi-

nahang Bayan,” Domingo said.

He said DENR should put
up custom mills to reduce or
eliminate mine pollution from
pocket mining.

The mills may also serve as
a convergence point for small
miners, who may trade their
gold at buying stations to be
put up by the Bangko Sentral ng
Pilipinas there, Domingo said.

According to Domingo, the
pocket miners’ financiers and
the black market for gold take a
huge portion of their revenues.

“So when a small-scale
miner runs out of money, he
looks for anyone willing to buy
his ‘bahay,” their term for gold,
which is the size of the head
of a matchstick, regardless of
the price that is going to be of-
fered,” Domingo said. “Where
are the benefits we speak about
for small-scale miners then?”

Insurance system

The government should
also build an insurance system
for pocket miners, such as a
Small-Scale Miners Protection
Fund, he added.

According to the National
Coalition of Small-Scale Min-
ers of the Philippines, over
500,000 pocket miners make a
living from small-scale mines
all over the country.

Small-scale mines prolif-
erated across the country in
the late 1970s and early 1980s
when world metals prices shot
up to a high of $8o0 an ounce,
and pocket miners learned to
extract gold from rocks using
the carbon in pulp technique
(also referred to as gold cyani-
dation), Domingo said.

In the Cordillera, gold min-
ing is a traditional industry of
indigenous communities, said
Eric Andal, resident manag-
er of Itogon-Suyoc Resources

Inc.’s (ISRI) Sangilo Mines and

vice president for geology and
exploration at Apex Mining

Corp., which acquired ISRIL.

‘Gumliqted’_penﬁ'i(s" -

Securing permits to oper-
ate in Minahang Bayan is also
too complicated and expen-
sive, he added.

Instead of simply waiting
for applicants, MGB should
explore and identify future
Minahang Bayan sites, he said.

“We must be proactive.
What happens now is that the
government declares areas al-

GOLD DIGGERS During this year’s mmmgnconferen ein

“They (mdlgmous peo—
“ples)have | :
in river system Sinc 3
memorial until the begi einnis
of commercial mining dunng
American times,” he said at
the symposium.

Benguet province is home
to the country’s pioneer mines,
beginning with the first corpo-
rate mine, Benguet Corp., which
was established in 1904. Sangilo
Mine was put up in 1924. v

Baguio City, mine industry workers demonstrate the skills

they need to work in the countty’s mine tunnels in search of
gold and other minerals. —evEesriRITU
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TUCP s#xpports BBM’s move to protect small—wcal e miners

‘I’HE_.'I_‘ragle Umoia Congress of the Philip-
pines (TUCP), the country’s biggest labor
group, has thrown its support behind.the
call of President Ferdinand “Bongbong”
Marcos Jr. to bolser regulation of the small-
scale mining indtlstry to ensure the welfare
of small-scale miners.

The move, the labor group said, stands td
 benefit from 200,000 to 500,000 workers Iri
the small-scale mining industry in terms of
safety, social protection and welfare.

“Like the President, our clarion call is
clear: the legitimization and formaliza-
tion of our small-scale mining mdustfy
_is the key to improved productivity, sus-

 tainable growth and just work Condltlon@v ~personnel. By operating unregistered, they

- of the hundreds of thousands of workers
- in this industry, alongside their families
‘and communities,” said the TUCP in a
~ statement. : i3
 Itsaid that small-scale miners contribute
much as 70 percent to 80 percent of the

for smail and large scale mmmg to ensure

firms are strictly implementing their respec-

retary, 1he Presldent may certify urgent bills

that sta,ndards are updated and that minlng on small-scale rrnm g such as amendments
to Republic Act (RA) 7096 or the “People’s

tive safety and health programs for workers.
The Chief Executive expressed concern
on the risk that small-scale miners con-
front while working insidé mines with
madequate safety measures, and WIthout
ial protection and security.

UCP said that as long as workers in the
small-scale mining industry remain invis-
ible and informal, they have little social
y;étectlom and social benefits.

“They have no labor and heal
safety standards. They lack access t
sonal-protective equipment and medical

are further vulnerable to corrupt practices,
with miners ferced to pay bribes to au-
thorities,” it said.

It stressed that without legitimization
and regulation, workers in the small-scale
mmlng mdustry are trapped in the vn\cwus

the Minaha
and
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 NICKEL Asia subsidiaries are recipients of prestigious Environment Awards
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‘Nickel Asia propa

hte's tree *slnwdﬁngs

in support of Nat’l Greening Program -

Listed mirdng firm Nickel Asia Corp.
(N'AC) and its subsidiaries are propagat-

ing their support to the government’s
National Greening Program (NGP) by
venturing into the production of seed-
lings for fruit-bearing trees and donat-
ing a substantial number of them to the
Department of Environment and Natural
Resources (DENR).

Remedios Collado-Camo, NAC AVP
for industrial safety and OIC of its envi-
ronment sector, said seedlings production
is an important part of the operations of
the mining companies under the NAC
Group. '

“Propagation of seedlings is a complex
responsibility of the environment group
of the NAC organization because we
have a goal to produce enough seedlings
to cover the hectares upon hectares of
mined-out areas ready for rehabilitation,
plus there is our commitment to DENR's
NGP,” Collado-Camo said.

NAC has donated 185,466 seedlings
worth about P8.5million and has planted
234,873 trees' within the mining camps

this year.

Jomer Tiamsoh, environment manag-
er for NAC subsidiary Hinatuan Mining
Corp based in Surigao del Norte, said
the past year has seen an increase of
requests for seedlings for fruit-bearing
trees which is' much more expensive to
generate as comipared to seedlings for
forest trees.

Tiamson explained that it further
proves NAC’s commitment to the green-
ing programs because the cost of generat-
ing a seecling fora forest tree is estimated
to be at F10 each, while a seedling for a
fruit tree costs about P30 each.

The Philippine Mining Act of 1995
obliges mining companies to plant 100
trees to rxplace every tree they cut due
to their operations. This is part of the
mining industry’s rehabilitation pro-
grams embedded in the Mining Act and
the mining companies’ commitment
to the greening of communities where
they operate. e
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Bill mandates ecotourism devt:
for Malamawi Island in Basilan

BY Jovee MARIE N. Dera Cruz
¥ @joveemarie ¥

O foster economic develop-

I ment in Basilan province, a

X lawmaker from Mindanao

has filed a so-called livelihood bill,

declaring Malamawi Island in the

City of Isabela, Province of Basilan,
an ecotourism zone.

Basilan Rep. Mujiv Hataman filed
House Bill 6293 that seeks to declare
theisland in the volatile south an eco-
tourism zone and mandates the De-

- partmentof Tourism (DOT) todevelop

the island as a tourism destination.
“First and foremost, thisis a live-

lihood measure,” said Hataman.

According to the measure, Mal-
amawi is a small island in Basilan
with a long stretch of white sandy

beach onitsnorthern coast. Because

ofitscrystalbluewater, refined white
sand, andbreathtakingscenery, Mal-
amawi Island has become a popular
tourist attraction.

Tourist arrivals in Isabela City—
bothaccommodation-basedandday
tours—havejumped from 60,549 in
2019, to a whopping 112,275 as of
October in 2022, Arrivals dropped
in 2020 and 2021 understandably
due to Covid-19 restrictions. '

“The Malamawi Island, in the City
ofIsabela, Province of Basilanishereby
declared an ecotourism zone. Its devel-
opmentshallbeprioritizedbythe DOT,
subjecttotherulesandregulationsgov-

erning the development of ecotourism

zones,” HB 6293 Ifnandates
W1ﬂ11noneyea:aftertheapproval
of thisAct, theDOT shall, incoordini-
tion with thelocal governmentuni:s
of the City of Isabela...and agencies
of the government, prepare a tour-
ism development plan involving tte
construction,installation,and main-
tenanceofappropriateinfrastructve
and facilities that shall encourege
tourism in the area,” it added.

Any tourism development plan of
the DOT should be consulted with
the Department of Environmentand
Natural Resources(DENR)sothatany

.activities and development to be ciui=

ried out in the area should conforza
to the concept of ecotourism.

“The Secretary of Tourism shall
include in the DOT’s program the
implementationofthisAct,thefunc-
ing of which shall be included in the
annual General Appropriations Act
andfrominternally generated funds
of the DOT,” the bill added.

Hataman is confident that with -

the national government’shelp, Mal-
amawi couldrivalthe country’sgreat
beachessuchasBoracayand Siargac.

“Cognizant of its importanc:
to the overall development of Isa-
bela City and Basilan province a3
awhole, the local government urit
has poured programs and projects
totheisland andits communities to
bolster its capacity toaccommodats
visitors and improve the lives of it:
people, and enrich visitor and tour-
ist experience,” he said. 5
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Malamawi Island pus
‘as ecotourism zone

I O g [ided sa Basilan. Ang pag-
PACPACO [ e burorsiiie

BASILAN Representa-
tive Mujiv Hataman has
filed a lnll seeking to

fungo sa isang

bong hmbumm

ism ‘destination.

“Sa katunayan, mad-
ami na umupunia sa
Malama% plsland para
magbakasyon dahil tunay

napakaganda ng
tanawin doon. nak:
ikinabang sa maraming

-ay ang mga komu-
-nidaﬂsashb:a lok?ﬁ
.'Paspalnhm yn%sa
sure, Malamawi Isiand is a
small island in Basilan with

Becau ve of zts crysta]
blue water, refined white
sand, and breathtal
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ISRAEL isaiﬁringﬂnmmuvésﬁm - “Israel invested in technology to sup-
:'.m hdp tht Phxlippsﬁes improve water ﬁéﬁiﬁé’goiving demand and urbaniza-
cemanagement and conservation.  tion in the country,” said Israeli Am-
lsmeiismgency for International  bassador to the Philippines llan Fiuss
Development Cooperation and the dunnga recent seminar. - :
Umtad&@aias&emyfarlhmml The techmlagaes; he said, weﬂ>'
lmdswmweph&ppmﬁgmh ‘introduced together with good poli-
' ment and local water concessi s cies and regulations that made Israel
in the m:ntppmewmexpm:m the leading country in the world m
“experience of Israel on water m‘aource © managing the water sector.” o
man%ﬂmm ok -08 Tob iGuiss R arie fﬁl‘lﬂ-mi led M‘m

Tos L | R ] __.__l
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nitong nakaraang
November .. 23
2022 sa ,IaIaW1gan
ng BULACA
[pinunto mj
MAYOR  GER-
MAR na kinakail- :
angan ang pagpap- |
|

| ahalaga sa tubig ai
ang marapat nau

- mwm caﬁpuz

paggamit  upang

y—r b ]
SOII.ISYOII ng QC sa o ggtia::ﬁz:aiﬁ
cllmate Change atang  vockcy  PROGRAM |

SWAP) ay dinaluhan n
Save Water ng Norzagaray! ;5 D fedinh g1
BUNSOD sa pabago- bagun ahon na epekto ng RZAGARAY WATER
CLIMATE CHANGE at pina sx ag:: figayong maso- DISTRICT at mga opisyales
lusyunan 1ba'( 1bar: ga li sa ay isa si QUE- mula sa m b&gm ng PAN.
{I .ﬁ)x OrﬁTE panay= DL ANGAT, SAN ILDE-
hm at nagbahag ﬁﬁ% rsmsaw gﬁm]aﬂ -FONSO, SAN RAFAEL af
lungsod sa inilun progra STA. MARIA WATER DIS-
BER OF COMMERCE OF THE f“ TP?INE’S mccp) TRICTS gayundin %mga

Ang pr ECCP mem NET - COMMUNITY § .
CARBON BUL  Enalabay o oy NET ZERO | WORKERS, BARANGAY
CLIMATE EMERGENCY R PR e e ang ibgt  HEALTH  WORKERS,
ibang pamamaraan o proyektong ma 'tu*tg!eng upang ma-  TEACHERS, LOCAL GOV-
bawasm ang iba't ibang polusym ERNMENT | UNITS al,

Sa naturang programa ay 1bmaha ni MAYOR JOY  BARANGAY OFFICIALS.
ang iba't ibang programa sa kanilang h sﬁd bilang pag-  Inihayag ni LWUA
tugon sa mga spekm n% bal climate ¢ %I.EI] - PUBLI RELATIONS

pagiatatag ATE CHANGE & ENVIRON:  CHIEF JANNET GOIOC-
L SLISTA ABIL]TY I}EPA TMENI at pa CO na ang SWAP ay ini-
buo 58 ENHANCED LOCAL E GE Ag lunsad ng LWUA para 84

TION PLAN ka c-m CIT puspusan
Bmigym:g-dim ni aﬁ&nﬁk oy ang kah gahan ng WiTBR Cé\l Sll-':%
pagkakaisa sa lahat ng sekmr ., mula sa mga civi soc)ety 1 ATION sa pakikipagtu-

organization hanggani w:dmte para maisakatu- ~ Wwangan ng mga stalehold-
paran ang climate goa sakamhng lungsod. © ers upang maimpormahan
Inihayag pa nito na upang makamltangtarget T at maturuan ang mga tao

hawasan, 30 po /ento ang carbon emissions a aha‘t. Fagpapnhalagg sa tubig.
: % zum a,ng lm sa I{andang & to naman ni NWD
1aha W : RAL MANAGER
OR,K sa'kaa EHTY—-OWNED. Am CRUZ na 1% sa
HOSPITALS at viablc SCHOOL BUIL INGS ﬁam mga kinukonsumonyp tubig

ata Katpagsugukmgng sa mga residenle n
ACRICUTTORE. o . METRD MANIEA oy
: = nan [ at
SAVE'WATER CAMPATIGN NG NORZAGARAY! W o e
"Nahtﬁmhay ang tao m]mg pa 1bxg pere wxlang tpalawg pa ang reﬁ}l'esia
NO ks s tul K “tion o mapalawak pa ang
ni WA, SR : agteﬂmm 1 uno. |
ay d -J’a VEWATERAD JCACY 1 R ; o nna.tmangmp grima ay
inilunsad % AL WATER : ~ nmaging tagal _Fagsahta rin
TlON (LWUA) sa NORZAGARAY WATBR DIST RICT sina % PAGASA
“WEATHER _SP CIALIST M A CAL- ﬁa ‘tinala ito k?e :a-ﬁ%m:_' pawm aggamit
IMASO: NWRE WA SOURCES ASSES O e S "‘“ﬁé i
SECTION HEAD JOSEPHINB BILLQNES LWUA ¥
WATER SUPPLY SANITATION PLANNING AND DE- i reaksxyon Faia na v 1nga nakekanti ng
SIGN DEPARTMENT MANAGER VIRGILIQO BOMBE- .. atmg"ia maaari po kavorg mag-email so

~TA.., at si JOSEPH ROON TUAZON. WA= gulz: zil.com ¢ mcliont lamang sa 0969
TER SERVICES COMMUNITY PARi'NERSlﬂP HEAD, 536 8851 para sa inyo pong mg. panig.
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“-by IRIS GONZALES

Listed companies in the Asia
Pacific region including those in
e Plnhppmes need to improve
sustainability thrusts, ac-
dordmg to key findings of a re-
port, Nature-related Reporting
in Asia-Pacific Corporations:
State of Corporate Practices.
| According to the report, only
28 percent among 410 top listed
firms in the region view nature
and biodiversity as a priority
issue among sustainability con-
cerns. Industrial and consumer
staples companies are the most
nature-conscious while health-
care firms are the least.

The study, published by the
Centre for Governance and
Sustainability (CGS) at the Na-
tional University of Singapore

(NUS) Business School, exam-

ined the top 50 listed companies

by market capitalization in each

of 13 Asia-Pacific regions.
Among this group, there

“were 600 companies which

need to improve

biodiversity - study

published their sustainability
report in English in 2021 or
2022. Researchers delved into
the sustainability reports of
these 600 businesses, focusing
on their approach to report-
ing, materiality or whether
biodiversity could affect the
firm’s ability to create value
in the short, medium and long
term, governance, strategy, risk
management, and metrics and
targets.

Out of these 600 firms, 68
percent or 410 companies made
disclosures related to nature or
biodiversity.

Of these 410 firms that pub-
lished nature-related disclo-
sures, 28 percent or 114 com-
panies view biodiversity as a
priority issue.

Another key finding is that
across 11 industries, industrial
and consumer staples compa-
nies are most nature-conscious,
as they depend heavily on na-
ture for raw materials.

On the other hand, ”heal.th-

care and communication servic-
es firms show lesser concern.”

In the 1egion, Japan and
Australia fare best in active
conservatior. .

“There 's no observation
of any company completing a
biodiversity audit for its value
chain, signifying that the full
scope of business impacts is
not accounted for,” the report
said.

Professor Lawrence Loh,
director, Centre for Gover-
nance and Sustainability, NUS
Business School, said effective
nature reporting is a critical
component in the global effort
to halt biodiversity loss.

“Achieving consistency in
nature reporting gives confi-
dence to investors and helps
businesses ¢inbrace sustain-
ability in the1 operations. The
global race toward net-zero
ambition is crippled unless a
net positive ambition for bio-
diversity is taken in stride as a
business norm ” he said.
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:FICIT-TO-GDP RATIO,

SCAL DATA IMPROVING'

Deficitto-GDP.. c.eronn.

By Ca1 U. OrpDINARIO
W @caiordinario

VHE De-
partment
~of Finance

(DOF) said the
government’s -
fiscal indicators
are improving

as the increase
in the deficit
to GDP ratio
slowed and
revenue
generating
agencies hit
double-digit
growth in their

collections.

r

Finlance Secretary Benjamin E.
Dioknp toldrzporters on Thursday
that the narional government’s
deficit as percent of GDP for the
first three quarters slowed to 6.5
percent from 8.3 percent a year
ago.

Headded that for the10-month
period, the Bureau of Internal
Revenue (BIE also collected P1.9
trillion, up by 12.6 percent while
the Bureau of Customs (BOC)
increased its collections by 35.8
percent to P713.5 billion in the
same period.

“Tax effor:, defined as taxes as
percent of GDP, rose to 15.3 per-
cent from 14.8 percent in 2021,"
Diokno told reporters via Viber.

SEE "DEFICIT-TO-GDP,” A2

Climate risk
MEANWHILE, Dickno urged climate
experts and leaders from the public,
private, and development sectors to
investinadaptationtoreduceclimate
risks and disasters.

“We must urgently increase the
availability of adaptation and re-
silience finance, particularly for
sustainable and climate-resilient
infrastructure,” Diokno said at the
recent Climate Investment Forum
organized by the Climate Change
Commission (CCC).

The country'shighexposure tocli-
mate and disaster risks, he stressed,
has pushed the government to be
more proactivein prioritizing disas-
terrisksandclimate changeimpacts.

As such, the Department of
Finance (DOF) proposed a three-
prongedblended approachofgrants,
investments, and subsidies as mo-
dalities of climate finance,

This considers the private sec-

tor, multilateral developmentbanks.

(MDRBs), and global financial regula-
tory bodies as vital partners in the
mobilization of financing for adapta-
tion and mitigation projects.

The governrnent also continues
to seek support from international
channelsand partnerstoensure suf-
ficient fiscal space in addressing the
clirnate crisis.

The Philippines submittedits first
nationally determined contribution
or NDC in April 2021.

“The first NDC commits to a
projected greenhouse gas emission
reduction and avoidance of 75 per-
cent, representing the country’s am-
bition for GHG mitigation by 2030
for the agriculture, waste, industry,
transport, and.energy sectors,” he
explained.

He called the private sector an
1mportant plllar in ajust transition

to a low-carbon economy through

energy transition, technology devel-
opment and deployment, and build-
ingofclimate- resilient communities,
with due regard to natural resources
and ecosystem integrity.

= To encourage private sector par-
ticipation, the DOF and the Bangko
Sentral ng Pilipinas (BSP) have also
established a sustainable finance
ecosystem to synergize public and
private investments in green proj-
ects and create the environment for
greener policies.

SEC guidance

MEANWHILE, the Securities and
Exchange Commission (SEC) has re-
leased guidelines on the issuance of
Green Bonds under the Asean Green
‘Bonds Standards.

“This provides a reference point
for determining the eligibility of
green projects covering renewable
energy, energy efficiency, pollution
prevention and control, environ-
mentally-sustainable management
of living natural resources and land

use, clean transportation, and ad-
aptation of green infrastructure,”
Diockno said.

The government has also devel-
oped the Sustainable Finance Frame-
worklayingdown the process foren-
suring transparency and disclosure
of the use of proceeds, as well as the
expected environmental and social
impact of eligible green and social
projects, in keeping with interna-
tional best practices.

“These effortshave helpedussuc-
cessfullyissueourfirst-eversustain-
ability globalbondsworth $1 billion,
and sustainability samurai bonds
worth $600 million,” Diokno said.

Mandanas ruling
THE DOF also ¢alled on local gov-
ernment units (LGUs) to optimize
their increased transfers from the
Mandanasrulingin setting up plans
on capital investments to address
basic and growing needs of their
constituents. |

EO No. 138, s. 2021 strength-
ens the autonomy of LGUs, granting
them, among others, the ability to
borrow resources to improve local
facilities and services.

“[Als we implement the full de-
volution of certain functions from
the executive branch to local gov-
ernments pursuant to EQO Number
138, seriesof 2021, local government
units are confronted with the-chal-
lenge of funding the expanded scope
of basic services and local develop-
mentprojects. Itis thereforeimpera-
tive that LGUs put in place plans on
capital investments,” said Diokno.

However, data showed that LGUs
had a low appetite for borrowing. In
the past five years, only around 62
percent of LGUs have availed them-
selves of credit. For 2021, LGU bor-
rowings only amounted to P136.6
billion or arcund D 74 percent of the
country’s GDP.

The Bureau of Local Government
Finance (BLGF), tasked to monitor
and evaluate LGUborrowings, noted
that LGUs were only able to utilize
51.5 percent of their borrowing ca-
pacity in the past five years.

These were most commonly used
for the construction of local govern-
ment buildings and roads, acqui-
sition of lots, and procurement of
heavy equipment.

To encourage local borrowing,
the BLGF 1ssueci the Certificate
of Net Debt Ser iling and
Borrowing Capacity to establish a
maximum credit amount that LGU.-._:_' !
can refer to. | VAN

The initiative is part of the gov-
ernment’s engagement with the
World Bank Group where LGUs,espe-
cially city government stakeholders,
are given access to knowledge and
tools to design creditworthy local
strategies in planning and imple-
menting capital :nvestment'pro;ects,
said Diokno.
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Loss and damage fund a win
* for PH, climate vulnerable
~ countries - Legarda

SENATE President Pro-Tempore Loren

Legarda yesterday
- lauded the new global deal to establish a “loss and | damage”
facility as compensation for chmake-vulnerable developmg

-countries, incl Philippines, due to the
brought abnut%

not cause.
Thedsalwas included mthedec:smn hycomtnes at
&w%%ﬁa&mﬁfﬁwmfm ﬂleUmiadNatmns

: , cBinsicakisioricyi ﬁxﬂ\edevelqmgwuﬂdwﬁ

efalmanddamgefundasrepammnfmﬂae

ueaderuuyedwﬂmdl-

oo o

damage, but we remain steadfas mmﬁ%m

e
failed to meet thei

mMchmatetreatypamcu]arly,
mammaﬂynmbﬂml&lﬂﬂbﬂh@andm&ﬁ:mefor

in2020. This failure, sheadded.has
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At the close of the
27th United Nations Cli-
mate Change Confer-
ence (COP27) in Sharm
El Sheikh, Egypt, last
Sunday, a landmark
agreement for the set-
ting up of a "loss and
damage" finance facil-
ity was reached. The
rules have yet to be
cast in stone, but this
is undoubtedly a step
in the right direction for
climate change justice
for the world's most
vulnerable communi-
ties and nations, like
the Philippines.

Kudos to the Depart-
ment of Environment
and Natural Resources
for pushing for the
"adoption of a precise
definition of 'loss and
damage' to include im-
pacts from extreme cli-
mate events and slow

onset change, to cover
economic and non-eco-
nomic losses, and to
establish a mechanism
that would fund and
deliver technical sup-
port to help countries
manage loss and dam-
age."

Soon enough, this
fund will cover immedi-
ate calamity relief and
reparations for com-
munities affected by
severe weather distur-
bances and hazard pay
for displaced workers.

* oz AN

Still, environmental-
ists and climate change
watchdog organizations
were grossly disappoint-
ed that the Philippine
delegation kept mum
over the issue of phas-
ing out fossilfuels at the
COP2T.

Gerry Arances, ex-

ecutive director of the Center
for Energy, Ecology, and De-
velopment (CEED), voiced out
the great expectation that our
delegation would stand up to
ensure that the world meets
the target to limit global warm-
ing to 1.5 degrees Celsius above
pre-industrial temperatures, as
stated in the Paris Agreement.

Ithad been the country's stand
for so long - even consistent
with the Marcos administration’s
push for cleaner energy sources
— yet our delegation seemed to
have abandoned it because of
our power sector's dependence
on ["qssil fuels such as coal.

* * *

In May 0f 2021, 6,000 residents
of Quezon City converged at a
community pantry in Old Balara
organized by a dozen personnel
and about 50 staff members of
then-Councilor Franz Pumaren's
office.

Althoughhe'dbe cleared of any
violation, Pumaren apologized
for the "unseen event” of a likely
superspreader at the height of

FIRING LINE Change of stand at COP277

ROBERT B. ROQUE, JR.

the COVID-19 pandemic.

Ncnv that he's a congressman,
little has changed about Pu-
maren and his apparent ascent
to becoming Csveq own "Su-
perspreader King" — this time,
holding a meet-and-greet at
the Teodoro Alonzo Elemen:ary
School in Project 4.

Disizruntled parents do not
appreciate that their elemen-
tary kids were herded in the
huncreds on the grounrla of the
public school as a "welconiing
party' for the newly elected
congrizssman.He even atiracted
kids ¢ mill argund him for petty
games: with much pettier cash

swerable if any

. For comments

or reactions, email firingline@

ymail.i;om or tweet @Side View.
Read current and past issues of
this column at TEMPO begins
at40
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ero tarif
on e-vehic

NEDA endorses draft EO
for Marcos approval

By BETHEENA V. UNITE

| n executive order (EO) to

enforce a zero-tariff policy

on electric vehicles has been

ndorsed for the approval of

President Marcos, National Economic

Development Authority (NEDA)
Secretary Arsenio Balisacan said.

" Balisacan revealed during a Palace
briefing on Thursday, Nov. 24, that
the executive order on tariff modi-
fication is up for President Marcos'
approval and signing,.

' The move, he said, intends to
reduce pollutmn in the country and
address climate change.

“In particular, the EO will tempo-
rarily reduce the most favored nation
(MEN) tariff rates to zero percent
for five years on completely built up
(CBU) units of certain EVs, except for
hybrid-type EVs,” Balisacan said.
The EO also seeks to implement

tariff modlflcatmn on certain parts

and components of EVs from five
percent to one percent for five
years. :

It will be reviewed after one

_year, the NEDA chief said, to

assess its impact on the de-
velopment of the EV industry
ecosystem.

According to Balisacan,
the endorsed EO modifying

‘tariff rates covers e-vehicles

(EVs), such as passenger

cars, buses, mini-buses,

vans, trucks, motorcycles,’
tricycles, scooters, and bi-
cycles, including EV parts and
components.

Aside from addressing emn-

' ronmental concerns, the move

also aims to encourage consumers
to consider acquiring EVs, improve
energy security by reducing depen-
dence on imported fuel, and promote
the development of the EV in-
dustry ecosystem. | 7
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Zero tariff on e-vehicles

‘“We want to encourage the use of
e-vehicles because that will address
pollution issues and our adaptation to
climate change and webelieve that's the
future,” he said.

“But more lmportantly, we want to
be part of the value chain globallymthls
drive to get to this new industry, new
growthdriversand hopeﬁlﬂymdeve]op
our own industries and this reduction of

tanﬁ:spartofthatbuﬂﬂmgupecosys
tem,” he added.

The NEDA official said tariff modi-
fications on e-vehicles have been
enforced over the years, from 30 percent
down to seven percent to five percent.

Traditional jeepney phaseout?
Asked whether the move also aims

1«

to further the shift from traditional
jeepneys to e-vehicles, Balisacan said
it is not the main objective, but it will
eventually lead to that.

“Hindi naman sa pagpe-phase
out (It's not about phaseout), bt
eventually this technology, these EVs
become more popular and as prices for
these vehicles become more competi -
tive, eventually people will switch to
these EVs,” he said. “As of now, s
you may know, the costs are still quite
high but technology is developing
rapidly and this cost, including the
battery, are going down.”

- Once the EO is signed, the zera-
tariff policy will be implemented. But
Balicasan did not disclose when the
President is expected to sign it.
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prtuboLake ind

cam sRazor
T”Cn LABOR
MATTERS
Mo u e
Pmatulpo
volcano
is located

in the mountain range of Zambales.
It e:’upqed in June 1991 after more
than 600 years of dormancy as many
volcanologlsts and geologists tell us.
lis geological history was relatively
unknown until it became active and

eventually erupted. > TorresA11

3 ATHE

and Occam’s Razor

The massive eruption of Pi-
natubo is consu;dered to be “the
second largest terrestrial eruption
of the 20th century, after the
1912 eruption of Novarupta in
Alaska. Mount Pinatubo emitted
10 billion tons of lahar and 20
million tons of sulfuricacid (CO2)

| depositing minerals and toxic met-

als into the environment.”
Pinatubo, during its week-long

eruption, deposited an enormous

amount of lahar, which phenom-

enon President Corazon Aquino -

considered then as a bane, Now
it is a boon to the economy of
Central Luzon as the lahar sand
emitted by the volcano is being
quarried for use in construction
and reclamation projects, Many
politicians and business people
have become rich because of la-
har. Secretly, I surmise, they thank
Mount Pinatubo for the bounty.
Another significant conse-
quence of the eruption was the
formation of the summit lake. The
newly formed lake is located on
the Botolan side of the volcano.
This lake's depth is estimated to be
115 meters. The water catchment
area is around 5 square kilometers.
The primary outflow of water from
the lake.is the Bucao River in my
hometown of Botolan, Zambales.

the country has excellent geologic
and civil engineers who can design
and construct the outflow channel.
'Eventually, the head of Phivolcs,
Dr. Raymundo Punongbahan, and
the DPWH engineers agreed to
consider my proposed solution.
The government duga 5-meter wide
channel fromtheedgeofthevq;ca
no’s crater, which drained a quarter
of the lake’s water and directed the
water flow to the Bucao River.
When the rains came and the
final breach was to be done, the
governor of Zambales Vicente
Magsaysay, the mayor of Botolan,
myself, and other local govern-
ment officials waited for the ex-
pected huge flow of water in the
Bucao River. For the three hours

that we were on top of the Bucao

bridge, we did not see any sig-

nificant increase in water flowing

through the river despite the warn-
ings of the Phivolcs, The governor
had to call off the mass evacuation
of residents living near the river.
Apparently, the plan for a con-
trolled flow of water from the lake
volcano worked. Even then Presi-
dent Gloria Macapagal Arroyo was
elated that the feared flooding of
Botolan did not happen. Addressing
the Zambales government officials
at the provincial capitol building,
President Arroyo thanked me for the
proposal to dig an outflow channel
of the waters of the lake. -

In early 2001, the Philippine
Institute of Volcanology and Seis-
mology (Phwolcs) estimated thar
in the coming rainy season, the
accumulated rainwater in the lake
would overflow its rim and would
result in flooding of the town of
Botolan with flood waters reach-
ing two meters. There was also the
imminent danger of the volcano’s
caldera collapsing due to the pres-
sure of the accumulated water
which would cause enormous loss
of lives and property in my town.

For an appropriate disclosure,
in 2001, I was the congressman of
the second district of Zambales. |
was invited to attend a meeting of

' vpléanologists and engineers and

briefed on the dangers to my town
and on the proposed solution of
installing a huge water pump on
top of the volcano for a controlled
draining operation at the onset of
the rainy season. I thought this
would cost millions of pesos to
purchase the machinery, as well
as operate and maintain.

I suggested that instead of the
proposed huge water pump, the
Department of Public Works and
Highways (DPWH) should consid-
er digging a channel wide enough
to relieve the lake of water in a con-
trolled manner. The well-known
volcanologist Dr. Kevin Rodolfo
who was the proponent of the
water pump proposal told us that
this was never done before. I ar-
gued that if my proposal to create
a channel before the rains come
was never done before, it doesn't
mean it could not be done. It was

 justan engingering problem, and

From 2001 to the present of 2
span of more than two decades,
the residents of Botolan, Zam-
bales, no longer have to worry
about massive flooding due to the
breaching of the volcano lake's
rim. The national government
did not have to spend money to
import, maintain and operate
water pumps to reduce the water
in the lake, Moreover, digging the
5-meter water channel provided
employment, albeit on a short-
term basis, to Indigenous people
who have returned 1o resettleat
the foot of the volcano.

It is said that a simple theory or
solution to a complex problem
“when everything else scems equal is
betterthan acomplicated one." Thisis
known as Occam's Razor. This maxim
was named after William of Ockham.

Occam'’s Razor is also known
as “the law of economy or law
of parsimony.” According to this
famous logician and philosopher,
“plurality should not be posited
without necessity. The principle
gives precedence to the simplicity
of two competing theories, the
simpler explanation |or solution]
of an entity is to be preferred.”

My proposal to solve the ac-.
cumulation of water in the Pi-
natubo lake and the feared col-
lapse of its rim is my humble
interpretation and application
of Occam's Razor. Now, nobody
talks of danger of flooding due to
a sudden massive release of water
accumulated in the Pinatubo lake.
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Defendmg PHLS
territorial integrity

' 3 T a special summit held virtually on November 22, 2021 be-

tween leaders of China and Asean to commemorate 30 years

of dialogue relations, Chinese President Xi Jinping assured
Southeast Asian leaders that China does not seek hegemony and will
not bully its smaller nelghbors.

It was a game of duplicity. Xi was paying lip service to the idea because a
week before the online event, two Philippine boats headed for Ayungin Shoal
with food supplies for our military forces there were blocked by Chinese Coast
Guard vessels, which blasted the Philippine ships with water. _

President Duterte took the opportunity at the virtual summit to condemn
the act: “We abhor the recent event in the Ayungin Shoal and view with grave
concern other similar developments,” he said, adding that the episode “does
not speak well of the relations between our nations and our partnership.”

From the Associated Press: “The Chinese coast guard forcibly seized float-
ing debris the Philippine Navy was towing to its island in another confronta-
tion in the disputed South China Sea, a Philippine military commander said
Monday. The debris appeared to be from a Chinese rocket launch, The Chinese
vessel twice blocked the Philippine naval boat before seizing the debris it was
towing Sunday off Philippine-occupied Thitu Island (Pag-asa Island), Vice Ad-
miral Alberto Carlos said Monday. He said no one was injured in the incident.”

With this brazen act of seizing objects in the possession of another nation’s
military, China wants to show how it can intimidate and bully small nations
like the Philippines, which can’t match its military might.

The Philippines on Thursday issued a diplomatic note to China seeking
explanation on a South China Sea incident where the Chinese Coast Guard
“forcefully retrieved” a suspected rocket debris being towed by the Philippine
Navy near Pag-asa Island. The Department of Foreign Affairs wants China to
clarify what happened between the Philippine Navy and the Chinese Coast
Guard in waters off Pag-asa Island on November 20, said DFA spokesperson
Ma. Teresita Daza in a statement.

From the Associated Press: “Vice President Kamala Harris urged countries
on Tuesday to stand up for territorial integrity and freedom of navigation in
the South China Sea, which has been challenged by China, and said Washing-
ton would press an international campaign against “irresponsible behavior”
in the disputed waters. Harris did not cite China by name but was obviously
referring to Beijing when she underscored America’s support to treaty ally the
Philippines in the face of intimidation and coercion in the South China Sea.”

“We must stand up for principles such as respect for sovereignty and ter-
| ritorial integrity, unimpeded lawful commerce, the peaceful resolution of dis-
putes,” Harris said. “We will continue to rally our allies and partnersagainst
unlawfulandirresponsiblebehavior. Whentheinternationalrules-based order
is threatened somewhere, it is threatened everywhere,” she said.

- Harris reaffirmed Washington’s commitment to defend the Philippines
under a 1951 Mutual Defense Treaty that obligates the allies to help defend
either side that comes under attack. “An armed attack on the Philippines
armed forces, public vessels, or aircraft in the South China Sea would invoke
US Mutual Defense commitments,” Harris told President Marcos. “And that
is an unwavering commitment that we have to the Philippines.”

China is a signatory in the United Nations Law of the Sea Treaty, But it con-
tinues tobreach the provisions of the United Nations Convention on the Law of
the Sea. On January 22, 2013, the Philippines instituted arbitral proceedings
against China in a dispute concerning their respective maritime entitlements
and the legality of Chinese activities in the South China Sea. China refused
to participate in the arbitral proceedings. On July 12, 20186, the Arbitral Tri-
bunal in the South China Sea Arbitration issued a unanimous award largely
favorable to the Philippines.

China's vast territorial claims on historical grounds in 1 the South China Sea
have been invalidated. Still, China wants to reach global superpower status,
and it is happy to bully its way into this dream. It shows no respect for the
Philippine Navy. To defend its territorial integrity, the Philippines needs all
the support it can get from the community of nations. It's time to ask China
to respect international law.
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