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Phil. Daily Inquirer, p. 6
Editorial

Dumping sachet
as packaging

Local environmental groups,
supported by like-minded
organizations in the civil society
sector, issued a call to dump the
“sachet culture” among Filipinos
as single use plastics are used
in packaging consumer goods
such as shampoo and coffee
drinks;

Consumers are to be held
responsible in the same
measure as manufacturers of
single use plastic under the
Extended Producer
Responsibility Act.

Businessmirror, p. A5
by Jonathan Mayuga

More investment
in climate action
to save lives and
livelihood
sought

Key climate advocates in the
private and public sector led by
DENR Sec. Loyzaga asked
private business community to
take keen interest in investing in
climate action enterprise to
boost the country’s push for
climate resilience and
adaptation, saying business in
the private sector stand to
benefit from climate initiatives
both in the short and long term.

Manila Bulletin, p. 6
by AFP

Climate change
will fuel
diseases, Global

Geneva-based “Global Fund”
warns of more outbreaks of
diseases “in escalating,”

Daily Tribune, p. 9 Fund warns including food shortages,

by AFP triggered by climate change,
particularly in poor communities
in Africa.

The Phil. Star, p. 7 Fossil fuel The failure to come up with a

Column “Breakthrough” by [ lobbyist at declaration on the phasing out

Elfren Cruz Jr.

climate summit

of fossil fuel-dependent energy
sources and limit the phase out
to coal point to the lobbying of
oil-producing rich countries
which, on the other hand, have




pledged to fund for loss and
damage” in climate vulnerable
countries led by the Philippines.
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DENR,CDOjom

ands in addressing §

solid w ncfe r:}rob!ems

By Joel dela Torre

THE regional office of the Department of Environ-,
ment and Natural Resources (DENR) in Northern
Mindanao has entered into an agreement with two
barangays in Cagayan de Oro to address the growing
solid waste problem in the area especially along the
Bitan-ag Creek.

BLtap—angeklsme ofCagﬁndeC}msma]or

city's main busi-
ness district at Likmetkai Center.
DENR Region 10 Executive Director Hggy Ador-

t (MOA} w1th baran
Rwue y

A The ecﬁ\lso a:lms to motivate doan%j tal'co
ties p L?mr%vate loca‘[ solutions to aildress gohmm

promote ‘an moome;gene:a g{ cnmmun}ty—
Accordmg to Adofnado, the Pr?pct will help m1h~

ts recenty activities, HEDENRfoind

out that theBltan-ag Creek Lapasan and Puntod
deposits the biggest volume of wastes to Macajalar

1K'We- see the Trash 'I'rap Projectin than-ag Creek as
an innovative solution to this issue, in: pariners X
w1th all of you,” Adornado said during the MO

The DENR oﬁaal expressed confidence that with

' the strong commitment by said barangays as manifest-

ed by the signing of the MOA, the government will be
able to attain the objective in the name of public ser-
vice.

Adornado said that a total of 57,000 pieces of PET
 bottles will be collected to construct the trash \ traps.
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HE country’s largest labor

 legislation which will cut red i
tape fnrthe government aegmtratmn ‘3

:-of small scale miners.

In a statement on Wednesday, )
Trade Union Congress of the Philip-

pines (TUCP) President Raymond

C. Mendoza backed the pronounce-

ment of President Ferdinand “Bong-

bong” R. Marcos Jr. that he wants to
upg%e Republic Act (RA) No. 7076

e Act Creating A People’s Small-
Scale Mining Program to ensure
small-scale miners enjoy “social as-
'si‘sta!noe and labor protection.”

the Smaan&ﬁlE mmmg actgstmes in
" the country are unregistered, which

- leaves its workers vulnerable to pre-
grmzpmﬁowpushmgfo:new o

jus working conditions.

oza, who is also a deputy

speakar at the House of Representa-
le amendment to

1 make it easier for inter-

ested M‘nes to register in the Mina-

hang program of the Depart-

f Environm

ent and Natural
Re_s'ources (DENR). Minahang Bayan
or the People’s Small-Scale Mining
Area is an initiative of DENR, which
aims to regulate small-scale mining
gh registration.

Based on its October 2022 data,

DENR reported that there are al-

ready 100 Minahang Bayan sites ra-

-%!endo zt said this could rise if
DENR futher streamlines its pro-
cessing for applicants. “This can be
principally iichieved by streamlining
the Minahang Bayan petitioning, |i-
censing, and registration processes
by promoting localized access, sim-
' plifying decumentary requirements,
ensuring affordable fees, ensuring
reasonable application time, esta’-
lishing one-stop-shops, and leverag-
ing techno/cgy,” Mendoza said.
TUCP said there are an estimated
200,000 to £00,000 small-scale min-
ers nationwide, which could benefit
from the “l23itimization and formal-
ization” of their operations.
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Dumping sachet
as packaging

| ast week, respected environmental activists,
leaders of nongovernment organizations, as well
as government and private institutions issued
an urgent and timely public call for Filipinos to
“break up” with sachets, those small, single-use
plastic packaging used for practically every-
| thing—from shampoo to soap, toothpaste, cook-
 ing oil, and instant coffee.

Single-use plastics, mainly sachets, are so
much a part of Philippine households that, ac-
cording to a study by the Global Alliance for Incinerator
Alternatives (Gaia), they account for half of the country’s
plastic waste, 20 percent of which end up in the ocean,
posing a significant risk to those who consume seafood.
Sachets also expose coastal communities to contaminated
water supply and flash floods due to clogged waterways.

As the United Nations Environment Programme noted,
the world has become “addicted” to single-use plastics—
those meant to be thrown away after a brief single use.
Sachets have become such an integral part of everyday life
that they have resulted in “severe environmental, social,
‘economic and health consequences.”

This explains why some 2g individuals and leaders, in-
cluding French ambassador Michéle Boccoz, Commissioner
Rachel Herrera of the Climate Change Commission of the
Philippines, former Ifugao representative Teddy Baguilat
Jr., and Save the Philippine Seas cofounder Anna Oposa
have issued a manifesto calling on government to legalize
and mainstream the refilling of products, starting with toi-
letries, to start the journey toward a “sachet-free future.”

The signatories said encouraging a refilling system for
widely used products, especially among variety or sari-sari
stores where 67 percent of Filipinos buy their everyday needs,
can serve as a starting point that “can spark significant change”
in sustainable packaging for household products and “enable
[consumers] to ... further reduce their plastic footprint.”

As consumers, the signatories pointed out “the exten-
sive effect of sachet pollution not just on the environment
but also on the overall quality of human life,” not just in
.one’'s community and workplace, but also on “the health
and the well-being of families and loved ones.”

Mainstreaming the practice of refilling would be an
opportunity as well for the Philippines to fulfill its com-
mitments under the Paris agreement concerning climate
mitigation and adaptation, and for businesses to be able to
support this path to sustainability, the signatories added.

“We believe that we can make change happen when
we take to heart the critical statistics on sachet pollution,
consider its human impact, listen to science and the call
of those at the grassroots level, and collaborate to find the
most affordable, accessible, and sustainable alternatives,”
the manifesto stated.

Back in 2019, Gaia released the findings of its five-year
trash audit covering 21 sites across the Philippines, and re-
vealed that the average Filipino uses 591 pieces of plasuc
sachets every year.

“The problem is the huge amount of ﬁlngle use plastics
being produced—not just the way waste is managed,” said
Froilan Grate, executive director of Gaia Asia-Pacific, one
of the signatories of the manifesto.

This and other disturbing findings prompted the No
Other Year for Plastics coalition convened by MakeSense
Asia and its partner organizatiors to appeal to corporations
and manufacturers to provide "“a more sustainable and
Earth-friendly alternatives to siachets,” while urging con-
sumers to reduce their own purcaase of products in sachets.

Sen. Pia S. Cayetano, chair of the Senate committee on
sustainable development goals, innovation and futures
thinking, voiced the same concerns in August and prod-
ded her Senate colleagues to stop using plastic bottles and
sachets. Quoting the 2019 Gaia study, she revealed that
almost 164 million pieces of sachets are discarded in the
Philippines daily, or around 59.7 billion yearly, choking the
country’s waterways and drainage systems.

With the chorus of voices urging an end to the use of sa-
chet packaging growing louder, tle government crafted the
Extended Producer Responsibility Act, which lapsed into
law in July. The law amends the »1-year-old Ecological Sol-
id Waste Management Act that required large manufactur-
ing companies to take responsibility for the impact of their
products on the environment over the products’ entire life
cycle—from manufacturing to use, and eventual discard.

But beyond government and the manufacturing sector,
consumers, too, must be held accountable for plastic pollution
and must do their part to reduce its harm to the environment.
From such simple acts as reducing the use of products in sachet
packaging, consumers can graduate into opting for products
that come in refillable or recyclablz containers. Using a mug
instead of styro cups for coffee should be an easy starting point.

As Cayetano stressed in her privilege speech, change that
will benefit the environment ancl end the scourge of plastic
“starts with day-to-day habits, cay-to-day changes [that]
seem small at first, but collectively and over time, [would]
result in big changes
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Mominvestment in dimate action to

| save~lwes and livelihood sought

WOP officials of the Depart nt of
~ Environmentand B@aturalRessﬂrdm
- (DENR)andthe Chmateamgge(lom
mission (CCC) called for more 1mgestmen?
in climate action while strengthenlng col-
laboration to achieve climate-resilient de-
velopment during the opening ceremony
of the 15th Global Warming and Climate
‘Change Consciousness Week (CCC Week
2022) on Monday. el

With the theme “Sama-samang Tumutu—
gonsa’HamonngNagbab&gongKlima, cce
Week 2022 draws together various climate
change and environment stakeholders in
the Philippines in a collective push towards
transforming climate change commitments
into action towards a climate-smart and
climate-resilient Philippines by 2050.

Pursuant to Presidential Proclamation
1667is. 2008, the CCC spearheads the an-
nual observance of Global Warming and
Climate Change Consciousness Week from
‘November 19 to 2 gumed at raising con-
sciousnessin addressin gtheimpacts of the
changmg climate.

; *_ initiatives to pursue climate

eof investingin |
resilience.
. Citingthe record-high P453.11billion for |
. climate change adaptationand mitigiation at
P289.73 billion, Loyzaga stressed the need
for more investments to support the coun-
try’s climate-resilient development.
“More investments are still needed if

€ee stressed thei lmpo

we are to make transformative strides to

achieve climate-resilientdevelopment. The

coming years will present more opoortu--

nities to show how the whole-of-society
effort can shape the future of our coun-

- try,” Loyzaga said. e,
Sen. Cynthia Villar, Chairpersor: of the
Senate Committee on Environmert and
- Natural Resources, Chairpersonof thi: House

Committee on Climate Change anc| Bohol
First District Representative Edgar Chatto .

also joined the activity.
Inherrecorded message, Villarrernarked
that the impacts of climate change oa bio-
diversity, food security, and our conununi=
ties are becoming even more pronounced,
thereby needing serious and urgent ¢Ltten-

.. Inanewsstatement, DENR SecretaryMa-
n.a Antonia Y‘l.llc:,,,Lt:.t;.r:!:am,gall who represents
Presideﬂ! Ferdmand R. Marcos Jr. in the

. tion from all. i
“We should take climate ' more
senously and urgently. We should < Lly all

communities to institute appropriate strat-

_ egies to [this] make environment climate-
resilient and hot to initiate activities that
wquld a - the sufferings of the peo-
ple,” said Villar. “Filipinos are called to do
theirpartstocountertheilleffects ofdnnate
change,” she added.

Chatto, for her part, highlighted the need
to collectively strengthen the capacities of
communities to reduce loss and damage.

“The vulnerability of our society is mea-
sured in three aspects: Susceptibility, Cop-
ing,and Adaptability. We may not control the
naturalevents, butwe need tostrengthen our
susceptibility measures, our coping mecha-
nisms in minimizing damage, adaptation
or our long-term strategies to anticipate
changes to mitigate or avoid the adverse ef-
fects and impacts,” said Chatto.. ¥

Thé Opening Ceremony of the CCC| Week
2022 took place at Novotel Manila. The Cli-
mate Investrient Forum 2022 immediately
followed the, ceremony, which brought to-
gethervanou}! stakeholders toidentify strat-
egies in achieving the Philippine Nationally
Determined Conmbunon targets, priority
actions on climate finance, and opportuni- '
ties for climate action. Jonathanl. Mayuga
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Climate change

“will fuel diseases,

warns Global Fund

GENEVA, Switzerland (AFP) - Climate change
‘will end up killing people by fueling infectious
diseases, the head of the Global Fund to Fight
AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria said Tuesday.

Executlve director Peter Sands said that in
2022, the fund had witnessed the “eécalatmg
1mpact” of climate changé on health.

‘While upsurges in malaria had hitherto been
seen due to the increasing frequency and devas-

. tation of tropical storins, ‘with the flooding in
' Pakistan it was taken tga completely different

scale”, he said.

“Whatwe are seemglsthat‘the mechamsm by
which climate change will end up killing people -
is through its impact on infectious disease.”

‘Sands said that parts of Africa which previ-
ously were unaffected by malaria are now be-

- coming at risk as temperatures rise and allow
- mosquitos to thrive, notably at higher altitudes.

However, the population in such areas will
not have immunity, with the resuitmg risk of a
‘higher mortality rate. .

“It’s quite alarming,” Sands told a briefing
with the UN correspondents’ association.

Other threats include tuberculosis spread-
ing among the increasing number of displaced
people around the world.

‘“TB is a disease that thrives on having con-
centrations of highly-stressed people in close
confines with inadequate food and shelter," he
said.

~“The more that we see climate change-driven
displacement of people, the more I think that will
translate into the conditions that w:ll at least
make it more likely.”

Sands also said food insecurity would make

‘people more vulnerable to disease.

As for whether the world was better prepared
for the next pandemic than it was for Covid-19,
Sands said it was, but added: “That doesn’t mean
we are well prepared: we're just not as badly

- prepared as we were before.”

By the end of 2022, Sands said the Global
Fund will have invested around $5.4 billion,
which is significantly more than it has ever

- done before.

The Geneva-based orgamzation s largest
donors are G7 governments, led by the United

. States and France.

“For the people we se:fVe-m the poorest, most

marginalized, most vulnerable communities in

the world, 2022 was a brutal year,” said Sands.

“In the poorest communities in the world,
HIV, TB and malaria are killing many more
people than Covid-19.”
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by fueling infectious diseases, the head of the
Clobal Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and
Malaria said Tuesday (Wednesday in Manila).

tive Director Peter Sands said that in

| mate change wm fuel diseases

-change will end up killing people

different scale,” he said.

* “Whatweare seeing is that the: mechamsm by'

which climate change will end up killing people

is through its impact on infectious disease.”
Sands said that parts of Africa which previous-

e fund had witnessed the “escalating
tﬁdlma;edrangeonhealth Fis

' ”Whﬂe upsurges in malaria had hitherto

- been seen due to the increasing frequency and
devastation of tropical storms, “with the flood-
ing in Pakistan it was taken to a completely ...

b‘muﬁﬂﬁm by malaria are now becoming
ks temperatures rise and allow mosquitos
Wﬂﬁm Tmhl’y at higher altitudes.

'However, the population in such areas will .
not have immunity, with the resulting risk of a

WDISEASES FROM A1

Climate

higher momllty rate,

“It's quite alarming,” Sands Eold
a briefing with the UN comrespon-
dents’ association. !

Other threats include tuberculo-
sis spreading among the increasing
ntﬁnbcr of displaced people around
themﬂd 013

“TB i is a disease that thrives on
having concentrations of highly-
stressed people in close confines with
inadequate food and shelter,” he said.

~ “The more that we see climate

s;mstate ;mﬂ the mmmmm
ﬂﬁﬂ atleagtmakenmehi&ly'

-vmnemblh«comm' mities in the
world, 2022 was a brutal year
said Sands. U RER
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on polluters pledge at COP27

mlhqgw 'Wzalthy ‘Middle Eastern

BJr' Jovee MARIE N. DeLa CRUZ
v @;ammans

ent economies J:hat have grqw-g

SENIOR lawmaker is “cau-
tlously optlmlstit on recent

largest polluters at the just-conclud-
ed giobal warming forum in Egypt
of hefty financial aid for develop-

ing nations like the Phthppmes that

have donelittle to cause planet heat-
ing and yet are bearing the brunt of
climate upheavals caused by rising
world temperatures.

Camarines. Sur Rep. Luis Ray-
mund Villafuerte, in a news state-
ment, said the initial pledges made
by rich states to this “loss and dam-

fund last weekend at COP27

%ust a little over $200 million,
a pﬁny" amount when compared
to the $100 billion in annual funds
for climate financing that they have
p!edgedm 2009, but which theyhave
yet to meet till now.

“The failure—again—of afflu-

commitment by the world’s

richer from their lsh'gely unchecke
GHG [greenhouse gas] e ns to
move with fast and real urgency at
the just-finished, two-week COP27
in Egypt in holding the world’s car-
bon pollution to 1.5 degrees Celsius
of pre-industrial levels and forking
over $100 billion in climate mitiga-
tion and adaptation funds to the
highest-risk countries like the Phil-
ippines gives reason for guarded or
cautiousoptimism,” Villafuertesaid.
. Worse, he said, “there was no
concrete steps included in the final
COP27 accord passed last weekend
to hit the target in the Paris Climate
Accords of 2015 [Paris Agreement]
of making the world’s economy
carbon -neutral by 2050 by limit-
ing global warming to 1.5 degrees
Celsms of the pre-industrialization
levels, in order to prevent the worst
of climate change from happenmg

in the decades ahead.”

In fact, he added, reported stone-

a.qid African states Prompted the’

“deletion ficm the text.of the final

COP27 agreement, a provision on
committing to phase out the use of

4 all fossil fuels.

“Howcar! thewotldaccelerate de-
carbonization without a calibrated
phase out of the use of allfossil fuels,
which are tke main culprits for rap-
idly increasing global temperatures
responsible for theincreasingly dead-
lier climate disasters,” he added.

Villafuerte, whoisalsopresident
of the National Unity Party (NUP),
was! referring to the 27th United
Nations (UN) Climate Ch ange
Conference: that took place from
November € to 18 in the Egyptian
city of Shar1n El Sheik, and, which,
hesaid, was capped by the initiative
of the world's affluent states to put
up a new climate loss and damage
fund as soire sort of repatriation
to poorer ezpnomies now wracked
by worsening climate hazards like

storm surges, flash floods, land-
slides and droughts.

“Barlier, Villafuertesaid that Presi-
dent PerdmandMarcos Jr'sresolute
advocacy of urgent climateactionon
the international stage—from New
York to Bangkok-—has cast our Chief
Executive, whether he likes or not,
as the champion or point person of
high-riskdevelopingeconomieslong
seeking financial and technical aid
fmmwealthynatlonsresponslblefot
unbridled GHG emissions.

Villafuerte noted that in his
engagements at last week’s 29th

Asia-Pacific.Economic Cooperation
(APEC) Economlc Leaders’ Meet-
ing (AELM) in Bangkok, Thailand,

“Mr. Marcos }lad strongly pushed
for collective action from APEC’s

21 member-states on dealing with
three urgent issues to hasten global thebi
recovery from Covid-19, and one of
these concerns is climate change.”

As for COP27, Villafuerte

“In what has been seen by

said:

certain quarters as a breakthrough
for the most climate-vulnerable
countries like the Philippines tha:
need an ever-increasing amount ¢
money to fight off planet heating,
COP27 ended last weekend with ar:
agreement for the world’s bigges!:
carbon polluters to help compensate
developing states for the weather
disasters wrought on the latter by
fast-rising global temperatures.”
“While we should welcome th s
fresh pledge of financial support for
high-risk nations in fighting climate
. change,” said Villafuerte, “I am caur-
_ tiouslyoptimistic that sucha COP27
pledge will actually help the world
movefastandrealenoughtomeetthe
declared global resolves in past COFs
tolimitplanetwarmingtol.5degrees
Celsiusofpre-industriallevelsand for
t GHG emitters to coughu)
acombined $100billionyearlyforth=
climate mitigation and adaptation
programs of island nations and other
highly vulnerable countries.”

o
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BREAKTHROUGH

ELFREN S. CRUZ

: i e e,
Fossil fuel lobbyists
-at climate summit

he 27" Climate Summit con-
I ference in Egypt ended last
Sunday with mixed reviews
about its success. It was supposed
to end on Saturday but had to be
extended because no agreement
had been reached by then. The final |
agreement was considered weak
despite attempts by the summitor- |
ganizers to claim itabreakthrough.
- Antonio Guterres, Secretary ™ ;
General of the United Nations, said: “Our planet s
emergency room. We need to dzasbgé}greduoeem ons

now —and this is an issue that this COP did not address. .
The world still needs a giant leap on climate ambition.”
One of the reasons that the final agreen

a failure on effort to cut car

roducing countries and high emitters weakened and
Il?emovedngkey' commitments on greenhouse gases and the
phasing out of fossil fuels. This year’s climate summit
unique in its being the first to invite fossil producers

oil and gas companies to participatein tfk __tgnal?p',_ program
of events. Forexample, the delegation of Saudi Arabia
that they did not see the effort to limit global warm
being “a discussion about fossil fu

i

imate Agpement, isniow chief execuive oft
Climate Foundation. Sh: The influence

fliel industry was found across the board. This COP has
weakenequumenismmdmtnesmalmsn and.

more ambitious commitments on cutting emissions. The text

(of the deal) makes no mention of phasin g@utfammxs

and scant refe othe L5Ctarget.” o C
Climate activists haveque‘stmied the legitimacy of
-I'A L s -ajh lo I NGQ. ;

ummit, According to a climate NGO Global Witness,
were more than 600 fossil fuel lobbyists registered for the
summit in Egypt. According to the Financial Times: “What
Saudi Arabia and some other fossil fuel-reliant countries at
the summit are keen to discuss is how they can continue
to produce oil and gas. The focus should be on reducing
emissions, not targeting the sector, they argue.”

In an interview, the delegate from Saudi Arabia claimed
that carbon neutrality can be achieved while still producing,
fossil fuels. Tubiana warned that the Egyptian presidency
“... produced a text that clearly protects oil and gas petro-
states and the fossil fuel industries.” ; :

David Tong from another climate NGO, Oil Change
International, said: “I have been to eight COPs and have
never seen any such blatant oil and gas promotion from a
presidency before. There is no legitimacy in a COP‘presi-
dency giving a big platform to major polluters without
even asking them hard questions.” Bl

Tubiana added: “I don't think we can continue having
to cope with such an overwhelming presence. They have
so much money to do public relations... they come when
they see that things are getting really bad for the industry.”

US Senator Sheldon Whitehouse said that it was disap-
pointing that the United States was not able to provide
leademﬁip'on raising capital for the shift to clean energy in
poorer countries. He said: “The fossil fuel industry runs a
very complex and elaborate operation to attack climate mea-
sures, usually hiding its hand behind front groups. .. Itis a
massive political influence operation - it is very powerful.”

Alok Sharma of the United Kingdom and president of
the Global Summit last year in Glasgow; Scotland expressed
anger at the close of the Egypt conference.[He said: “Those
of us who came to Egypt to keep 1.5C alive, and to respect
what every single one of us agreed toin asgow, i.e. 2021
Climate Summit, have had to fight relentlessly to hold
the line. We have had to battle to build on one of the key
achievements in Glasgow, the call on parties to revisit and
strengthen the national plans on emission/”

Sharma joined in efforts to include a phasedown of
all fossil fuels in the final agreement. However, due to
intense lobbying, this proposal was rediiced to a com-
mitment to phase down only coel. Sharma said: “I said in
Glasgow that the pulse of 1.5C wais weak. Unfortunately,
it remains on life support.” _

The only semi-bright provision in the final agreement
was the setting up of a fund for “loss and damage,” which
is supposed to pay out to rescue and rebuild physical
and social infrastructure ravaged by extreme weather
events. The funds will be provided by the rich countries
for the benefit of the poorer countries who hardly have
any emissions but oftentimes bear the brunt of climate
chan%e like typhoons, floods, hiiricanes.

‘While the United States and the: European Union have
agreed to contribute to this fund, other major sources of
emission including China and Satli Arabia are allowed to
contribute on a voluntary basis. These two countries have
insisted that they are not developed countties but should
be classified as developing countries and thérefore have o
obligation to provide funds for the poorer countries.

Next year’s climate summit will be in Dubai, one o
the biggest oil producers in the world.

* * *

Our November writing date: Nov 26, 2-3 pm., Young
Writers’ Hangout with returning; facilitatpr Susan Lars
on the “Power of Brevity.” Contact writgtﬁ:’ngsph@=gn-_zm.!'.
com. 0945.2273216 :

Email: elfrencruz@gmail.com

*
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GROUND ZERO
MANNY ANGELES

Bmad(m Jjoumalisttumediawmaker
Raffy Tulfo must be enjoying reliving his
part as Mr. Action Man in his popular
radio and television programs as he
recently sparred verbally with
colleague Cynthia Villar in the

Senate. -

Y Tulfo, who
66 A * anchors top-rated
&Mi‘ " shows “Wanted sa
pea Radyo” and “Raffy
lawmaker " mylfo in Action”
recelved before getting elected
flak several ~SeNator is kn?wr'a for
years ago his hard-hitting,
over her no-holds-barred
belittling = commentary on
statement  issues about abuses
on the and injustices
nursing committed by people
profession  in power against

% ordinary citizens.
m : As a broadcast

journalist, he is a
known champion
of the poor who fights for the
downtrodden, many of whom are
laborers who flock to his radio show
every day to seek his help.

When the neophyte senator
clashed with Villar over the conversion
of farmlands into subdivisions and
conm';er(:ia.l areas, it’s as if one
is watching one of his top-rating
programs. The Senate, it seems, has
been witness to his life-changing
public service in action.

The heated exchange occurred
during the plenary deliberations on
the 2023 budget of the Department
of Agriculture wherein Tulfo
inquired about the DA's efforts to
address the decreasing number of

in cities and capital towns,”

¥

“Tulfo In

farmlands in the country.

“Farmlands are getting smaller and
smaller as big developers buy them
and convert them into commercial and
residential lands. What is the DA doing
about this?” he asked.

Villar, the sponsor of the proposed
P160.85 billion budget of the DA for
next year, responded with a seeming
explanation of how her family's
business acquired lands to develop into
residential or commercial ventures.

The lady senator’s family owns and
runs property developer and Lifescales
with projects that include subdivisions
and malls.

While admitting tha.t it is their

‘bread and butter, Villar explained

that they do not buy agricultural
land in the provinces. “We only buy
she
said and went on to point out why
people sell their lands for proﬁt and
reinvestment.

Tulfo, however, said Villar's response
was not answering his question.
Instead, he repeated his assertion that
many farmlands in the country have
been commercialized.

Villar interjected: “Where will people
live if you don’t build subdivisions?”

Ever insistent, Tulfo replied by
pointing out that there are many other
areas where these subdivisions can be
constructed.

“Just don’t take over the farms
because sometimes, the impoverished
farmers are being faken advantage
of,” he said.

Tulfo also pointed out that due to the
Rice Tariffication Law which liberalizes
the importation of rice, farmers are
often pushed to sell their lands due to
tight financial situations.

Villar, however, countered that the
RTL was crucial in bringing down the

~ country’s credit rating. She also noted

that money collected from rice tariffs
was all given to small rice farmers.
Tulfo then called for the need
to pass the long overdue National
Land Use Act which aims to create
a nafional land management plan. It

Just like watching

=
7
n
Action
was here that the two argued which
level of land management is most
optimal prompting Senate President
Miguel Zubiri to move for a minute
suspension.

* Whoever came out eliciting support
from the public can be gleaned from
news headlines the following days.

On the heels of the sensational |
faceoff between a socalled champion
of the downtrodden and the

- acknowledged richest senator, 97

civic groups, as of the last count,
have ealled for Villar to step down as
chairpersor| of two committees in the
chamber over allegations of conflict
of interest.

This is the same ~—
lawmaker who 66
recewed flax Sevem] When the
years ago over her n@ophylv
belittling statement S€R@0”

on the nursing mﬁll;;ilar

: ,mﬁmslon during a o the

senatorial fortim. conversion

“Actually hindi of farmlands
namgn kailanjanng into
nurse na maipos ng subdivisions
BSN (BS Nwsing). and
Kasi itony mga commercial
nurses gusto lang @reas, il's
nilang maging room 95 U'one is
nurse, (They don’t g
need to finish BSN. :me of his

.- op-rating
They only want program:
to become room ’
nurse)” she sajd.

Villar later apologized after
netizens critivized her comments.
But she just can’t seem to steer
clear of controversial statements.

The lady senator, who claims to
be a champion for the environment,
was also slammed for belittling
fishermen and {armers during last
week’s budget hearing, saying they
knew nothing about climate change.

What she do2sn’t know is that
these vulnerabl: sectors understand
climate change better as they
experience its impact every day.

email: mannyaiureles?7@gmail.com
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ping ugars ahas
éﬁMAGAP N --takptsamy residente sa isang com-
i sa Las Pifias lmdamngalmnanahuhuh samga
Y,uak:kttasa ding, kisame, at pati sa ban
| Sinabi mga h&mmyngamahlakxatmahh:tmuwa
i m‘“‘h‘ﬁ m%nkabahqrm Kkanilang
wﬁzwn Mark Henson Oreo, residente sa comp lmd,smml,a
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"Nuhta Po namin nasa ding nakatago sa likod wa]lpa
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- naman ni M
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¥ to.
g"”@“wmmd“ﬂpﬂﬂagmwwgmmgaahasnaw
hamin sa puno ng Balete,” ani
. Ayon naman sa pi remdentesa]ugmmmBey
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ravel trade show

By Ma. SteLrLa FE ARNALDO
¥ GqkosistellaBM
Special to the BusiNeSSMIRROR

VER 20 countries will

be participating in the

world’s first green travel
trade show to be held in the Phil-
ippines next year.

In a news conference on Tues-
day, former Tourism Secretary
Mina Gabor said some “400-500
delegates” from all over the world
are expected to participate in the
International Ecotourism Travel
Mart (IETM), which will be held
from March 29 to April 2, 2023,
in Silang, Cavite.

The travel mart will feature the
world's buyers and sellers of eco-
tourism packages; exhibitors of ec-
otourism-relatedand sustainability-
advancing products, services and

destinations;aswellasspeakersand
panelists in a two-day forum and
certification course.

She told the BUSINESSMIRROR,
thetravel martwill "exposedelegates
to the expertsin ecotourism; [ think
they'llbeable tolearnaboutecotour-
isminsuch a short time.” She added,
travel the fair will also expose the
green and sustainable products of
the country.

“We [also] want to show [Filipine
delegates] the best ecotourism sites
of the other countries, or how the
other countries are actually devel-
oping their sites. There will be a lot
of presentations and especially in
the tourism forum, they will show
the best practices in ecotourism,
how people are taking care of their
areas, etc.,” said Gabor, who is chair
and president of the Silang-based
International School for Sustain-

There are 51 heritage sites

host world's first green

- able Tourisim, whichisco-presenting

the event with Asian Ecotourism
Network (AEN), along with the
co-organizer, the Asean Centre for
Biodiversity (ACB).

Gabor cited Palawan as a ler
in ecotourisrn, in particular El Nido
Resorts of the Ayala Group.

Forher part, ACB Executive Direc-
tor Dr. MunditaS. Limsaid, the inter-
national travel mart “elevates tourism

as a leader in promoting the balance
between eccromic development and
harnessingnatureasameanstoover-
come currert challenges.”

Citing challenges that Asean
heritage parks faced during the Co-
vid-19 pancemic, Lim noted there
is a growing awareness that nature
is part of the solution to public
health and climate change-related
problems, as people are excited to
be back outdoors again.

inAsean member-economies, which
are important in preserving a wide
arrayof ecosystemsin the region. Of
these, Lim noted that 80 percentare
engaged in ecotourism.

Local communities in many of
these sites have seen a drastic de-
clineinvisitorsduring the pandemic.
She cited the cases of communities
around the Gunung Leusur Nation-
al Park in North Sumatra, and the
Way Kambas National Park in Lam-
pung province, where elephantsand
orangutans are present.

“But these days, as the region
is slowly recovering from the
impact of the global health cri-
sis, mass tourism is slowly being
into more eco-friendly tourism
ventures. We see opportunities
for greater participation of lo-
cal communities, empowerment

of local cultures, and enhancing
windows for sustainability and
continuity,” said Lin

Meanwhile, Masaru Takayama,
IETM co-chairand AEN president,
said via Zoom, “Experls, ecotour-
ism practitioners, advocates, par-
ticipants and exhibitors are ex-
pected at the IETM for the great
opportunity to learn and network
across cultures.”

AEN, which is the Asian initia-
tive of the Global Ecotourism Net
work based in Costa Rica, provides
relevant opportunities for mem-
bers to work together on 2 regional
scale, It actively seeks out channels
for growth opportunities with both
small and large organizations with-
in Asia and shares among members
significant information and educa-
tional materials. The Philippines is
an active AEN member.
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‘Beyond Green’

NOVEME

Manila Bulletin

champions sustainability with
forum and recognition night

""" @ oday is the second day of Manila Bulletin’s

“1st Sustainability Forum. Yesterday, nine

online talks were presented by companies

that have exhibited efforts that went “be-

yond green.” They include SM Group where Hans

Sy Jr. talked about their disaster preparedness and

resilience efforts. Oliver Chan, SVP of Arthaland,

highlighted the importance of sustainable resi-

dences, while Don-Don Ubaldo, SVP of Filinvest, laid

out the eco-friendly features of Filinvest City. Kevin

Tan, CEO of Alliance Global, shared how sustainable

offices are beneficial not only for the planet but also
for one's wellbeing.

Included also in day one were talks from Geoff
Andres, property president of City of Dreams Manila,
who discussed how the hotel became a sustainable
luxury resort; and Lixil Asia’s leader in communica-
tion and corporate responsibility Privanka Tanwar
who explained how Grohe products' innovative
features save on resources.

Rosemarie Ong, SVP and COO of Wilcon, discussed
sustainable supply chains, while Viki Encarnacion,
Watsons PR and sustainability director, showed
that as consumers, we can malke better choices for
the planet. Unilever’s sustainability lead Rondell
Torres and country lead for beauty and wellbeing
Anna Mangilin revealed to the online audience the
“Unilever Compass” — a sustainable business for
people and planet.

Today, there will be nine more online talks that
will be spearheaded by leaders from companies such
as BPI, the International Container Terminal Services
Inc. or ICTSI, Coca-Cola, Aboitiz Power, Toyota Mo-
tor Philippines, among others. Department of Tour-
ism (DOT) Secretary Christina Frasco will open day
two with a keynote address, laying out the Marcos
administration’s blueprint for sustainable tourism.

All the mentioned companies and groups come
from different industries, with different products
and services, with different challenges and opportu-

nities. But one thing ties them all — they understand
the urgency of saving the planet. And they know, via
the organizations they lead and work for, that they
can start saving the planet by implementing sustain-
ability efforts in their own backyard and amplifying
it to “influence” their customers, communities, and
stakeholders.

They are also all aware of the fact that they can’t
do it alone. After all, saving the planet from further
harm and destruction requires the ccoperation of
each and every individual. This is also the rationale
behind the decision of the Manila Bulletin to orga-
nize and host this first-ever Sustainab:lity Forum.
Manila Bulletin aims to “fully inform” Filipinos
(and the world via its online platforms) that there
are companies who are passionate anc proactive in
saving the planet even if their objective of existence
is to earn a profit. It is quite heartening to see sus-
tainability efforts given primordial atter tion as how
can there be profit without a planet?

Tonight, at the City of Dreams Manila, Manila
Bulletin is honoring programs and iniiatives from
companies that have gone beyond gre=n and made
our planet much better. There are 15 honorees and
among them include SM Prime Holdings for its ESG
+ R program, BPI for its sustainable development
finance program, Coca-Cola for its Vision of a World
Without Waste, arnong others. The pages of Manila
Bulletin, in print and online, will feature rheir stories

.in the coming days to inspire you and your organiza-

tions to start creating your own sustainability story.

We have to remember that the effects of climate
change are upon us and these will become worse
if we continue to bastardize the planet and misuse
its limited resources. There is still time. There
is still hope. We only have to look (and listen) at
these companies that have made their operations
and services go beyond green. Their people have
started making sustainability a Llllllir(’ and way of
life — so can you.
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Presldent Marcos has
vowed to-look into the issues
affechng career executive offi-
dials, including Memorandum
Circular No. 3 issued then by
former executive secretary Vic
Rodnguez who got expelled
by the Partido Federal ng
Pilipinas over appointment of
government officials.

issues éffe the CESB (Ca-
reer Executive Service Board),
sta,rtmg with Memorandum
Circular (MC) No. 3. As we
walked in, together with the
chairman, and he said, ‘Oh,
here they all are, the CESOs
(career executive service of-
ficers) ém:l the CESEs (career
executive service eligibles),
all the ones who are hoping to
stay on,”” Marcos said during
the 49th anniversary of CESB

Marcos to look

b

" Executive

“I am a]so aware of the

e g

t me assure our Career
L ervice Board and

government that the Office
of the President is going to
review the said memoran-
dum and look into the other
hurdles faced by many CESEs
in obtaining CES eligibility,”
he added.

The controversial memo-
randum was issued by Ro-
driguez, who the President
subsequently removed from

office and appointed retired
chief justice Lucas Bersamin
as his new executive secretary.

Under MC No. 3 issued last
July, all officers in charge of

departments, agencies, bureaus

-and offices, non-career officials

occupying career executive
service posts and contractual or
casual employees shall continue:
to perform their duties until
Dec. 31 or until a replacement

third-level pOSItlons in the
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hat been appointec; whichever

» comes first,

~Jtamended MCNo.1, wl'iich
‘directed officers in charge,
‘non-career officiels occupy-
ing career executive service
posts in holdover capacity
and contractual or jl
casual employees' =
tostay in their posts

until July 31 or untu_

their replacemem

has been named.

The circular pro-

hibited officers in

. charge of govern-

ment entities toens
ter into new con- |
tracts or projects or |
disburse extraordi-

nary funds except

for those involved

in food, transpor-
tation and energy |
sectors or “when
authorized by the
Premdent in meris ¥

in Pasay on Tuesday.

g ponous cases.”

At the

I o

e evqnt,_ Marcos
ernment career ex-

ecutlves to actively take partin-

ursuing his administration’s
eight-point socioeconomic

agenda, pohc:es that he said

“promote social justice, ensure
food security, accelerate prog-
ress,

“Remember that we are
‘here not for our own gain.
We are here to bring forth a

protect our environment
‘and address climate change.”

ﬁggermnent that provides for
needs of the people. Most

“importantly, let us be vigilant

taiion and cor-

against tem

ruption and other acts that

diminish the pubic trust,” the:

President said. |

DATE

into Rodru;uez
mem o on career execs
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the pandemic and that the health
system femains strong,
He said the Health Facilities
Enhancement Program of the
ent of Health as well
ifferent DOH-operate
including the Nat:ional
i Hospital, will receive ad-
ditional funding from the national

got their funding share.
Even the scandal-ridden Philip-
pine Health Insurance Cor_poﬂ

Beneﬁt dni'gc

s .-'." proptiation to expsfnd
e for dmlys:g services,

'p acka_ges, severe acute
trition and for outpatient

Wl dget sponsor said fuel
ucheé will continue to be pro-
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utility ve
d dnmts, while
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gmbhshment of specialty
hospitals in different regions also
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and ﬁshetﬁ:o]k wﬂl also receive fuel
assistance to help them cope wnh
the rising prices of fuel.

In the education sector, Angara

said additional funds were poured

to the Universal Access to Qual-
ity Tertiary Education P
Senior High School Voucher
Program, Education Service Con-
tracting for Junior High School,
Student Financial Assistance Pro-
grams, Joint Delivery Voucher for
Senior
Vocational-Livelihood Track, and
Private Education Student Finan-
cial Assistance.

Angara said that to better prepare
g?:m disaster agencies amid
rising number of and more fre-

quent occutrence of typhoons and

other natural calamities, the Senate
hiked the budget of the National
Disaster Risk Reduction and Man-
agement or calamity fund to P31

billion for 2023. The calamity fund

fotZﬁZ‘l and 2022 was at P20 billion.

2023  budget also allocated

'P1 billion for the Marawi Siege
Victims Compensation Fund.

‘Funding was also provided for

the “Libreng Sakay” program of

tﬁe Depattment of Transporta-

High School Technical- «

(AN |

tioj that ha cfited 2 lot )
coramuters who have be ) dealing
wthﬁmuamgpncco el and its

ccrresponding impacts on othtr
goods and services.

A5 partof the continuing e&'otts
to decentralize and devolve several'
funztions of the natio vern-
ment to local gover £ units}
the 2023 budget set aside P820.27
bilion as National Tax Allotment’
to 3z distributed among the LGUs.

Angara said the bicameral con-
ference committee that would
rcconc;llc thc different versions of
;bc @aﬁﬁ: aqd the House of Rep-

resentatives will convene on Friday.

The Senate bicameral panel
metbers are Senators Angara, Pia’
'Cayetano, Loren Legarda, Imee
Mascos, Cynthia Villar, Ronald dela
‘Rosa, Sherwin Gatchalian, Bong
-Go, Risa Hontiveros, Nancy Bi-
nay, (race Poe, Francis Tolentino,
Matk Villar, JV Ejercito, Alan Peter

Cayetano, Chiz Escudero, and

i nggorﬁsm

Caangress is eyeing to complete
the 1)1_1dgetaty process by the first
week of December so it can be
transnitted to Malacafiang before
the erd of the year. '
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/7" PBBM ‘carefully’ )
filling vacant gov't posts

B

As for the coterminus positions, the Office of the
Executive Secretary pushed a self-imposed deadline

to fill up all the posmons before the year ends P

* BY LADE KABAGANI

@tribunephl_Lade

The administration is taking

a “careful” move towards filling
up vacant government positions,
Executive Secretary Lucas
Bersamin told the Commission
on Appointments Wednesday.
Bersamin’s statement was
in response to CA member
Senator Imee Marcos’ query
on why the administration
is taking a “slow rollout” of
appointing key positions, such
as the Secretary of Health.
Marcos said the concern
was also raised against the
previous executive secretary,
lamenting that co-terminus
and Career Executive Service

officer positions remam'

vaeant as of thxs posting.

“Is there a timeline for filling
in these vacancies because we're
all getting impatient, please tell
that to my brother,” Marcos
said as the CA deliberated
Bersamin’s confirmation as
the executive secretary.

“The Office of the Executive

Secretary right now Ma’am is

carefully studying this situation
because we have a self-uuposed
deadline for considering all

these co-terminus employees. .

That is on December 31 this year.
But the president has a good
heart and he has instructed us
to be as kind and as generous
‘to those who may be affected,”

‘the slow pace of app

said Bersamin in response,

He added that as for the'
coterminus positions, the Office
of the Executive Secretary pushed
aselfimposed deadline to fill up all
the positions before the year ends.

 Bersamin also vowed to
consider retaining employees.

“The President has a good
heart and he has instructed us
to be as kind and as generous:
to those who may be affected.
We share the same compassion
and we are actually devising a
way of absorbing as many as we
can,” he said, noting that there
were no proper transitions or
turnover of papers when he
assumed the office.

“We did a lot of digging into
these documents until we found
them because we were always
readily blamed by the respective

" cabinet secretaries about this

slow pace of appointmerts,”
he added. "

was unintentional ann:lthe e
of the Executive Secretar is
already resolving the urﬂarla ng
issues. -
“We are slowly creeping up
but we have an instruction to
our staff to do complete staff
work to avoid misfits getting
into positions that we can no
longer unravel. We assure you
that everything is slowly- gomg
to be plaﬂed into proper brdqz
Bersamin said. ks
il
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Onhmmmmmmdhmmmm
PLANT WITH ROLLING MILL PROJECT of BQC STAR STEEL CORPORATION located in
NATIONAL ROAD, BRGY LUNTAL, MUNICIPALITY OF TUY, PROVINCE OF BATANGAS.

muwmuammmwmmmm implementation
of the PROPOSED STEEL SMELTING PLANT WITH ROLLING MILL PROJECT to auand
the Public Hearing scheduled on: ’

Date Venue
agnonen-wzozzwmay}; Bararigay Hall of Luntal, Tuy, |
| Batangas |

WWMwMMmmmmemdede
mmwh&mmwsm{mamum
of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR).

' The following is the project information:
Y, Provinca of
and F :
s significant for the country's|
wraatﬁ_;g and industrialization. The central role of the
steel industry st fmm‘mmmummmmmm.mm
serve as anommi input to countless uses, s

.um}

wmmwwﬂmmmwmwg%r

over
Lh 8 i
- -: i “.
H 0:' : I_

: e
pﬁﬁu NVIF ' m;l mmm) .mmm
i days before

aring schedule. Those who to register or submit written positions

mmmwudxmmmmm;mmw sm

W%mm&wmmmmmmmm

. HlBMImM

: mw.mm. inthe .‘ m

6th Floor 1515 DENR By mbanng Roxas Bivd, Ermita, an}.

wmmmmm
: {,

guga. mhwnmﬁmﬂmmuwmm' mbe
m bc1ﬁmbokfuthwc{edmrﬂndhu5mr Beﬂ-rTnhm
| MT- Nov. 17 & 24, 2022 i
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NOTICE OF BIDDING g "

= g . 3 ) : 43 ¢

Notice is hereby given that the DENR — CENRO Bislig City will auction through
sealed bidding at 10:00 o’clock ip the morning on Janusry 10, 202 the right to lease
for commercial purposes the tract of land hercin described below. Written bids in the
prescribed form must be submitted not later than 10:00 A M. on the said date.

A;Mpim Mia-13-000001 ¢ i o i

; 8,384 square meters

Appraised Value of Land Php 10,899,200.00

Appraised Value of the Php 499,825 61

Improvements (Existing/Proposed)

Applied Lumino Land and Port Mgt. Inc.

Mila-166803-01

per centum of the value of the proposed andor existing improvements, equivalent fo P
mﬂiﬂ.hmw;mm&mﬁ&dmnﬁdpmhﬁewhemi
ag@ﬁ&d_hmapﬁlm.mmmmmmﬁhmm-a
deposit equivalent to at least three (3) months rental, equivalent 1o Php 206,700.39, Only
MmmwmwApmbidﬂiﬁghmafmmh

mwmkmma@mmmmmﬁh-

mmm-mummum&mdazmxdm

CENRO R13-D4, Mangagoy. Bislig City, Surigao del Sar




