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BBM orders
DENR
to assist
miners

By ALEXIS ROMERO

President Marcos ordered yesterday
the Department of Environment and
Naturar Resources (DENR) to stren
;ts regulatory powers on snt;‘all- and
arge-scale mining to ensure the safet
of miners and to provide them with the
assistance they need.

In a statement, the Office of the Press
Secretary (OPS) said Marcos gave the
directive during a meeting with DENR
officials at Malacafiang.

“We want to legalize small-scale min-
ing firms because many of them are il-
legal so there is no pr ion for miners.

want to strengthen the regulatory
framework for them to operate legally so
we can give miners assistance and protec-
tion so they can be safe while working,”
Marcos said.

“The miners are pitiful... They have

no safety. Many have died,” he added,

ing to mining sector workers who
do not have proper training and who
do not enjoy adequate safety measures
inside mines.

‘The President cited the need to boost
social protection and security for miners
and to provide them access to financing.

The OPS said Marcos may also certi
as hr%d bills seeking to amend Republic
Act scéa] or the law creating a people’s
small-scale minin g program to provide
miners social asmswgce e Tiboty protec-
tion as well as access to state assistance

P !
think for now the need is for the
legulaugg abilities, ially for the
small-s ec:uPni:ng," the ideftt said.
Under Republic Act 7076, small-scale
mining refers to activities that rely
heavily on manual labor using simple
implements and methods. It also defines

small-scale mining as an activity that

“does not use easplosives or heavy min-
ing equipment.” 4
e DENR has expressed readiness to
look into existing mining laws to ensure
mining standards are updated and
that the implementing rules take full ad-
vantage of remote sensing and artificial
intelligence innovatior. :

The mining industry is pushing for
stable policies to revitalize the sector and
attr'acttll)jg investors to allow it to contrib-
ute to the country’s sustained economic
dedalopmaf?n 4 SN,

i

The stability in mining policies is
needed after the industry sugex ed from
the nine-year moratorium on new permits
and the ban on open nﬂf munrzﬁ accord-
ing to Chamber of Mines of the Philip-
pines vice chairman Gerard Brirno.

He said if mining policies are stable,
investments, particularly from experi-
enced international companies, would
flow naturally into the capital-intensive
industry.

“We want to attract multinatior al min-
ing companies with a lot of resources and
knowhow, but to be able to do that, we
need to have policies that are consistent,”
Brimo said. :

Marcos also called for the uprkilling
and reskilling of seafarers to adchess the
scheduled shift of ocean-going vessels to
green hydrogen as fuel source from 2030
to 2040.

The President said seafarers would
need additional training to be able to
handle alternative fuels and meet global
decarbonization objectives. &

The seafaring industry has to create
habits to contrigute to the carbon emis-
sion reduction, he added.

His remark came on the heels of the
27th Conference of the Parties of the
United Nations Framework Conyention
on Climate Change or COP27 leld in
E from Nov. 8 to 18. '

lier this month, leading org;aniza-
tions across the shipping value chain
and the largest green ﬁydrogen produc-
ers signed a joint statement at (COP27,
committing to the rapid Eroductium and
use of low-carbon fuels based on green
3%&0 hasten the decarbon zation
» %re-slﬁppingsectoracemmtsfm'qu
&ee percent of global greenhouse ga:
emissions, but is expected to grow to 5
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Marcos: Enforce
mining laws strictly

ZAMBOANGA OTY: President Ferdinand
Marcos Jr. has ordered the Depart-
ment of Environment and Natural
Resources (DENR) to bolster its regu-
latory powers on small and large-scale
mining to ensure that standards are
updated and that mining firms are
strictly implementing their respec-
tive safety and health programs for
workers.

Marcos made this instruction in
a meeting with DENR officials in
Malacaiiang last week.

“We want to legalize small-scale
mining firms because many of them
are still illegal and the miners have
no protection, We want to strengthen
the regulatory framework forthemto

operate legally and to give our miners .

saicl it suspended all nickel mining
operations in Tawi-Tawi to pave the
way for areview of the region's mining
policy. But details of the review were
not made public. |
The Philippines is the world’s
second-largest nickel ore producer
in 2018 after Indonesia, with both
Southeast Asian nations as the top two
sup plers to China, the biggest buyer
Latest available industry data show
that 2.34 million wet metric tons
(wnnt) of high-grade ore, or nearly 90
percent of 2.66-million wmt of the
high-grade material the Philippines
exported to China in the first half of

2018 came&omTawiTam

"&ase and desist’

assistance and protection for a safe.

working condition;” Marcos said.

- He also expressed the need to en-
hance social protection and security
for workers in the mining industry.

“We might be able to access fi-
nancing, they might be able to access
social protection,” Marcos told DENR
A lot of them have died,” Marcos
lamented, referring to miners who
do not have the proper training or
inadequate safety measures inside
the mines.

Republic Act (RA) 7076 toincentivize

small-scale mining (SSM) to provide
sodial assistance and labor protection
as well as government assistance

programs.

Linder RA 7076, or the “act cre-
amgapeople’smll—scaigmimng
program,” SSM pertains to mining
aalwuestl‘lalmlyhm'ilyonma.mml

small-scale mining as an activity that

does not use explosives or heavy

mining equipment.
'Itlnnkformvtheneadlsﬁmthe

regulatory capabilities, especially for
the small scale,” Marcos said.

J %wﬂlhm accounted for 27 pm:ml
ofmmﬂmdrelomexpomwmﬂmg
15.8-million wmt, to China during
the six-month period.

Inm 2016, then-ARMM Assemb}y
man Hanibal Tulawie, then chairman
of the Committee on Environment
and Ecology, said that a resolution was
passed asking the DENR to immedi-
ately issue a “cease and desist” order
Lanao del Sur and Maguindanao
prommesafmherecewednurrmls
complmmsfmmtlmmbhcandm

in 'I\lmbagaan Island posted on
Facebook also showed huge trucks
and barges hauling off red soil,
which was allegedly being shipped
to China where it is processed. There
were previous reports indicating that
Tumbagaan Island was totally devas-
tated because of mining explorations
and the nickel mining activities there.
‘Thesame thing allegedly happened to
PanghmaSugalawwn




-

: Daily =
TRATEGIC
l.l | S——
AND STORY
-—-"_" INITIATIVES FAGE TOWER

w SERVICE WITHOUT FEAR + WITHOU T FAVOR {?{ h = -292

TLE: PAGE DATE

BI_BM: Protcect |
mine workers

Legalization of small-scale firms sough!

We want to legalize the small-scale mining firms because many of them are illegal, so the mlm rs have
no protectmn

et -— s et

BY MICHELLE GUILLANG
@tribunephl_mish

President Ferdinand “Bongbong”
Marcos Jr. wants to legalize smallscale
mining firms whose countless workers
still lack protection while exposed to the
hazards of the profession.

“We want to legalize the smallscale
mining firms because many of them are
illegal, so the miners have no protection,”
Marcos said in Filipino, during a Cabinet'
meeting in Malacanang Palace on Tuesday. .

Marcos instructed officials of the
Department of Environment and Natural
Resources to bolster its regulatory
... Turntopage A2




STRATEGIC
COMMUNICATION
.wu

—— |\ | ATIVES

‘-,—-I SERVICE

TriBtine

WHTHOUT FEAR '+ WITHOUT FAVOR
e ——————————————————————————

BANNER
STORY

?ii'l *23-22

" DATE

PAGE 1
STORY

PHOTOGRAPH COURTESY OF OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT
PRESIDENT Ferdinand Marcos Jr. presides over a meeting with officials of the Department of Environment and Natural Resources to
discuss initiatives to promote responsible mining.

BBM: Protect
mine workers

From page 1

powers on small and largescale mining to ensure that standards
are updated and that mining firms are strictly implementing
their respective safety and health programs for workers.

“We want to strengthen the regulatory framework so they
can operate legally, to give our miners assistance and protection
for their safe work,” he said.

According to the Office of the Press Secretary, the Chief
Executive saw the need to enhance social protection and
security for workers in the mining industry.

“We might be able to access financing, they might be able
to access social protection,” the OPS: quoted Marcos as telling
DENR officials.

“Ihenunerswﬂ]bemanumbles:hmﬂon’l‘iﬁmmﬂymt
they have no safety. There are so many mining accidents leading
to deaths,” he lamented, referring to miners who do not have the
|

proper training or inadequate safety measures inside the mines,

The DENR earlier said the agency would review mining laws,
including smallscale mining, to ensure that standards are updated

They also consider the provision of the implementing rules
and regulations takes full advantage of remote sensing and
innovation in artificial intelligence.

“ think for now the need is for the regulatory capabilities,
especially the small scale,” Marcos told DENR.

OPS said Marcos is considering the certification of urgent
bills that are related to smallscale mining, which is defined as an
activity that “does not use explosives or hezvy mining equipment.”

This includes the amendment to Republic Act 1076, or An Act
Creating People’s Small-Scale Mining Programs, to incentivize
smallscale mining and, provide -social, assistance and labor
protection as well as government assistarce ppograms,

Smallscale mining pertains to aetivitics that rely heavily on
manual labor using simple* unplm;emamm arl.'l methods. .

EONORIAL CARTOON
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Destructive mining

umw 4 ibeilonc Ve .E_

In Southern Plnhppmes, desu'ucme
mining practices both by small-scale
and large-scale miners continue
unabated. In Zamboanga Peninsula,
Op i haF i
&ew mn El:- ﬂ - ) nt
In Tawi-Tawi province, Languy-
an town shows the devastation of
nickel mining activities there. En- -
v'im ll w‘d -] l . i' »t
activities have also destroyed the
mvmnmmtonmmbagaanhland
and othersites in Tawi-Tawi.
money was also being used in the
pasttnbankmllpelincnlcampa@u
in the Muslim autonomous region
comprising the provinces of Tawi-Ta-
wi, Basilan, Sulu, Lanao del Surand

Maguindanao.

As early as 2016, the Regional Leg-
Mwmlﬂynfﬂﬁrmmd
the now-defunct At Region
in Muslim (ARMM) had
asked the DENR to issue ‘an order
stopping all dquucﬁvemi:ﬁngac-
tivities in themnlimanmnoms
region.

ms@mwsf. dumRMM

Rechabilitation underway

"Ihan-pm:dent Rodrigo Duteqe,
who was made aware of the mining

da:asmnononthemlmd.hmonhed

astoptoall nmnhgopaaﬁomhﬁa
w:-'ihm 'Ihm-cabmetseaamylﬁlo

cormnedabmnmporlsthaﬂhm

“bazaan !ﬂandhasbeencomplddy '
. devastated by mining activities.

“The island has, at this point, been
mined out. And while rehabilitation
efforts are underway, the president is
isstiing a directive to stop any :md‘all
mining " he said.

Duterte ordered authorities to
step up rehabilitation by planting
trees in areas devastated by nickel
mining. But surprisingly, Duterte
did not order an investigation
into the mining in Tawi-Tawi or
who were the groups behind the

“environmental destruction. This-is
allegedly the reason why it was not

acted upon by DENR, particularly

mitment to review mining laws,
including small-scale mining, to

ﬁlﬂadvanmofmozemﬂd
umavmon m amﬁual intelligence.
o ' ALJACINTO

“and that the provision of the imple-
‘menting rules and regulations takes |
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PRESIDENT Ferdinand R. Mar-

cos, Jr. ordered the Department

of Environment and Natural
Resources (DENR) to more
closely regulate smaller miners
to ensure their safety practices
are compliant with regulations,
and that their workers are ad-

equately covered in terms of so-.

cial protections.

Mr. Marcos issued the instruc-
tions'in @ meeting with DENR of-
ficials'in Malacafiang, the Office
of the Press Secretary (OPS) said
in a statement.

“YWe want to legalize small-
scale mining firms because
many of them are illegal,
therefore the miners do not

have protections,” he'said. “We
e # Iy

want to strengthen the regula-

tory framework So that they
can legally operate and we can -

give our miners ass;stme,ami
protection.”

“They might be able to aacesa 1
financing (and) social protec-

tions” if brought within the r ;
lator’s purview, he added.

scale mining, including amend-

ments to Republic Act (RA) No.'

7076, to offer incentives to' the

industry and “to provide social .

assistance and labor protection
as well as govemment assisl'anoe
programs.”

Under RA 7076; man-
scale mining category refers

to mines that rely heavily on
manual labor, without the use
of explosives or heavy equsp-
tnent

"I%hmk for now the need

is for the reg}xlatory capabili-
ties, especially over small scale

‘(miners),” the President told the
- DENR officials.

The OPS said the President
may certify some bills on small-

Finance Secretary Bénja-

‘min E. Diokno earlier said the

mining industry can support

“the Philippines’ long-term ex-

pansion.

Separately, Mr. Marcos cited

the need to upskill and reskill
seafarers in preparation for the

expected shift of ocean-goingves-

sels to green hydrogen between

2030 and 2040,

Rto ensure
netcoverage
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The President said Filipino sea- !

/ fara s would need additional train- i

‘ing in handling alternative fuels,
At the 27" Conference of the |
Pacrfies of the United Nations
Framework Convention on |
Cliniate Change (COP27), lead- |
ing shipping organizations and
major producers of green hy-
drogen signed a joint statement

'cornmitting to the rapid produc-

tion and use of low-carbon fuels
based on green hydrogen to ac-
celirate the decarbonization of
global shipping.

'The shipping sector accounts
for 2% of global greenhouse gas

* émssions but is expected fo grow
“¥apidly without intervention. —

ik g _K_yle Aristophere A. Atienza
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In a meeting with DENR officials
at Malacafian Palace on Tuesday, Mr.
Marcos lamented the failure of min-
ing firms, particularly those involved
in illegal activities, to prm&e adequate

measures inside the mines.

'he miners are victims here. They

no safety. A lot.of them die,”, he.

) resident Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr. on Tuesday
directed the Department of Environment and
‘Natural Resources (DENR) to require small- and.

e-scale mining firms to compi; with policies that
ensure safe working conditions for mining workers.

The President said there is a reed to
enhance social protection and sccurity
for workers in the mining industry “We
might be able to access financiny, they
might be able to access social protection.”

He also asked the agency to znsure
that standards are updated and that
mining firms are strictly. implementing
health programs for workers. -

The Cxief Executive further urged the
DENR to address bottlenecks to regu-
late the small-scale mining industry.

' “We want to legalize the small-scale
mining firms because many of them are
illegal, so the miners have no protec-
tion),” Mr. Marcos said, adding that “we
want to strengthen the.regulatory

“I think for now the need iy for the
regulatory capabilities, especially the
small scale.” the President said.

Under the law, small-scale mining
refers to a mining activity that relies
heavily on manual labor using simple
1mp1ementat10ns and methods.

j<

framework so they can operate le-
gally, to give our miners assistance
and protection for their safe work.”
Mr. Marcos earlier called for the
amendment of the Republic Act
(RA) 7076 or the People’s Small-
Scale Mining Act of 1991 to in-
centivize small-scale mining and
provide social assistance and labor
protection-for all small-scale min-

GIS

BANNER
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B PBBM tells DENR to watch
small-scale mining closely

By SAMUEL P. MEDENILLA
w@sam_medenilla

ONCERNED over the
mounting fatalities in
small-scale mining, Presi-
dent Ferdinand “Bongbong” R.

-Marcos Jr. is now pushing for mea-

sures to regulate the said activity.

During his meeting with offi-
cials of the Department of Envi-
ronment and Natural Resources
(DENR) on Tuesday, Marcos said

he wants to pzeven;furtherﬂg;d;s O

insmall-scale mining through gov-
ernment regulation and support.
“Wewanttolegalize small-scale

mining firms since many of them

areillegal so their miners hayeno -
protection. Wewant tostrengthen
the regulatory framework so they
can operate legally and their mir-
ers are given assistance and prc-
tectionin theirwork,” said Ma.rc';lcs

in Filipino while addressing DENR

officials.
Astrongregulatory framework,
he said, can provide small-secale

. mining firms access to financing

atthesame timegive theirworkers
social protection coverage.

‘I think for now the need isifcr
the regulatory capabilities, espe-
ciallythe smallscale,” Marcos said

SEE “DENR," A2

DENR. -

CONTINUED FROM A1z

To facilitate such reforms, the Office of the Press Secretary
(0PS) said the President may consider certifying as urgent the
proposed legislation, which will amend Republic Act 7076
or the Act Creating A People’s Small-Scale Mining Program.

[tnoted the amendment may cover theinclusion ofa provision
which will provide small-scale miners“social assistance and labor
protection as well as government assistance programs.”

The DENR hasalready committed to review existing mining
laws to help in modernizing the mining industry through new
technology and better standards.

The Chamber of Mines of the Philippines (COMP) has been
lobbying for the regulation of small-scale mining following
the deaths of miners engaged in the said activity in Benguet
in 2018 and Agusan Del Sur in 2019.

ATM reaction

MEANWHILE, the Alyansa Tigil Mina (ATM) welcomed Marcos's
directive to the DENR tostrengthen its requlatory powers over
mining projects. Both mining laws that regulate small-scale
andlarge-scale mining are outdated and not designed to ensure
safety of small-scale miners nor respond to the challenges of
climate change or impacts, it said.

“We hope that Sec. Yulo-Loyzaga will consider publicly
supporting the proposed Alternative Minerals Management
Bill [AMMB] in Congress, as a starting point to crafting new
policies in mining at the DENR.

“Ourallianceisalsorecommending that DENR consultlocal
governments and indigenous communities to help identify
policy reforms in effectively managing the country’s mineral
resources. It is important that DENR ensure that Filipinos
benefit from minerals and that mining does not displace
affected communities or bring additional environmental and
social problems with their operations,” ATM said.
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bleminingpolldes

THE ¢ of Mines of the Philippines
asked h smmtommsublepolmns
to con ucmmm; invmmthemmg

lifted, indnluymus'mﬁnlly“inﬁmbohl _
‘Suwhnwemdhwcasmmmbihtym '
poﬁe 'mdarmo,whoalsommmnedthe

Ph:hppmeamuu going to change
again,” he said. ;
Alena Mae S. Flores
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ininag-utes
nI I'Ill sa DENR

INATA _ni Pau u- ¢ mining fi i madami
lon F ﬁg“ ny:i:ﬁegal, ‘kaya wa-
arcos Jr. mtong ar- lmg protection ang mga
Department of En-  minero. usto . nating
\ﬁ'ls'onmmt and Natural Re-  palakasin ang regulatory
na palaka- ework para maka-

sm ang ilang kapang- _oparxtc sila ng legal, para
arihan sa regulasyon sa mabigyan an atm mga
‘maliit at malakihang pag- ~minéro ng tulon pro-
mimina upang matl na teksyon para sa g}as ni-

an ay na-  lan atrabah n
e s Eih “ﬁm“c‘os’ DERE
‘ya ng pagmimina ay . ﬁmahayug ni

arcos ang

it na nagpapatu ad‘n ,.Pu!ulon
-kanilang gfuu:_a pa.lggangganlangang

Imiusugan mgs programa  pahusayin panlipunan
, _m@hm §1 dad

mmggasaws sa

: mﬂq&tnyn ng pa na.
Sa small-scale mining,

mga pa:lmlmlan batas
na maaaring sertipikahan

_nﬂmélg s
hzc a:sgmmg“s!mt:ﬁ:lnci?é# ﬁ?mglﬂagg ;:I:Ef né(gcnl..
076 para

an n mssn
-scale mining (S Sﬁf <
para magbigay ng social
assistance at labor protec-
tion gayundin ang govern-

~ ment assistance proﬁ?é’ﬂ
: o

Sa ilalim ng RA
ang Acl Creating A Peo-
le’s Small-Scale Mmihg‘
g ang SSM a

mutukoy sa mga akfi |
. sa pagmimina na lubos ma
umaasa sa manual na pag-
gawa gamit ang mga sim-
' pleng  pagpapatupad at

sensing.at amova on sa
amﬁclr tblhfge )
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‘Inconsistent policies

on mining sector

it

Potential growth stymied by rules changing midway, salys COMP official

By Jordeene B.Lagare
@jordeenelagare

The country’s mining compa-
nies have urged the government
to address the inconsistencies in
the rules governing the indus-
try, as its growth has been sty-
mied by policies that constantly
change halfway through.

“To give an example, a few
months ago, there was a mul-
tinational company that came
to the Philippines because we
were able to lift the morato-
rium and the open pit ban so
they are now coming back little
by little, looking at opportuni-
ties,” said Gerard Brimo, vice
chair of Chamber of Mines of
the Philippines (COMP), who
declined to disclose the name
of the interested company.

“But here comes the news
that our mining taxes will go
up. They looked at that and said
what the heck is this, the Philip-
pines is going to change the pol-

icies again,” said Brimo during
the Pilipinas Conference 2022,

Effective taxes

Brimo, who is also chair
of listed Nickel Asia Corp,, is
referring to the proposal ap-
proved by the House ways and
means committee to raise the
country’s effective tax rate on
mining to 51 percent from 38
percent, impose a royalty tax
of five percent on the mar-
ket value of gross output of
large-scale mining operations;
a minimum government share
of 60 percent of net mining
revenues; and a 10-percent ex-
port tax on the market value of
mineral ore exports.

The COMP said earlier that
the proposed measure would
again put into question the sta-
bility of policies governing the
vitalization of the industry, which
the Marcos administration had
said would play a major role in

the country’s economic recovery.

To stand any chance of
reaching its full income po-
tential, Brimo said it was im-
perative for an industry as
capital-intensive as mining to
attract large and responsible
multinational ‘mining compa-
nies with deep pockets and
technical expertise.

Untapped sector
He said the sector would
continue to underperform,
however, if there are inconsis-
tencies in policies.
“That’s what we want to

avoid, we want to have stable

policies to be able to attract
good investments,” Brimo said.

The COMP earlier stressed
that without a stable policy
regime, foreign investors “will
simply look elsewhere.”

“We are not the only country
blessed with mineral resourc-
es. If further tax increases are
unavoidable, the tax structure

should not be onerous as to stop
investments from coming in.
This will sustain existing mines
and encourage quality invest-
ments in the hugely untapped
Philippine minerals sector, ulti-
mately expanding considerably

the base and providing far
larger revenues to govern-
ment,” the COMP said.

Briino noted that the expan-

sion Oflthe mining industry had
been “dssentially in limbo” even
with lifting of the moratori-
um on new mining permits that
n place for nine years.
“We were also able to over-
turn the ban on open pit mining,
which is used all over the world,
but that was a big problem for so
many ,” he added.
Mining companies have long
said with stable policies, the
country/would be able to gener-
ate si cant revenues that can
se plowed back into public proj-
acts, especially now that metal
Jrices ate elevated. ma
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Sen. Tulfo seeks budget cut from DENR
to fund procurement of NCH eqmpment

By Bu'rcu FERNANDEZ ¥ @bumthM-

EN. Raffy Tulfo on Tuesday
threatened to cut the annual
budgetary allotment of the
Department of Environment and
Natural Resources (DENR)andchan-
nel part of it to the cash-starved Na-
tional Children’s Hospital (NCH), a
vital facility for sick children.
The senator moved to trim
DENR'’s budget, citing its alleged

“failure to carry out some key man- .

dates” under questioning during the
period ofamendmentsin the ongoing
plenarydeliberation on theproposed
2023 national budget bill.

Tulfo, in moving to raise thebud-

get for NCH reminded that the hos-
pital :faclllty serves children from
the poorest families dealingwith the
most serious pediatric cases that is
not receiving enough support from
the government.

ingit from underperformzngg!wern—
ment agencies.
Aveteranbroadcaster doing pub-
licservicepriortohiselectionassen-
ator, Tulfo shared how the situation

- in NCH has not 1mproved throu&'h

the years, la.mentlng. in fact ha.s
even gotten worse.”

In his recent visit to said hospl-
‘tal, Tulfo shared that the suffering
of children and sorrow of parents
accompanying them are "visibly ap-
parent on their faces as they were
lined up in the hospital’s cramped,
hot and humid hallway which only
compounded to their sufferings.”

For instance, the senator cited
one case in particular that broke
his heart as Tulfo recalled seeing a
six-year-old boy with stage 4 liver
cancer having a hard time breath-

' ingevenifhealreadyhadan oxygen

In his privilege speech on Mon-

day, Tulfo divulged what he found to
bean "appalling and heartbreaking
situation” in the children’s hospital
that, hesaid, “adverselyaffectsitspa-
tients, such asits lack of manpower,
below industry standard facilities,
and outdated orlackingequipment.”

At the same time, the senator
prodded the Department of Health
(DOH), Department of Budget
and Management (DBM) and “my
esteemed colleagues to person-
ally visit the hospital to witness its
struggles firsthand "

“Mr. President, the National Chil-
dren’s Hospital, a health facility for
the poorest and weakest, is in dire
need of our help,” Tulfo pleaded,
adding: “Kung paano naghihingalo
angmgapasyente doon, gayundinang
paghihingalongpasilidad at sitwasyon
ng National Children's Hospital.”

He added: "I invite you to visit
this hospital para makita niyo kung
gaano kalunus-lunos ang kalagayan ng

mgapasyentedoon. Nangmakausapko.

, waladawpong bumibisitasakanila

na mga opisyal ng gobyerno. There is
something wrong in the way they
aretreated and how the government
handles them. They are not getting
thehelptheymustreceive,” thesena-
tor lamented. .

Moving to promptly remedy the
dire situation, the Senator sought to
augment the NCH budget by sourc-

tank assisting him.

Tulfo shared thathe wastold that
the patient was just waiting for his
time to go.

Further discussing the problems
‘houndingthehospital due tolack of
budget, Tulfo said that NCH could
not handle the number of patients
that comes to them. He said that
there is a three-year waiting time
for some of the therapies being of-
fered to the patients including PT,
OT, and Speech thérapy.

Tulfo said the hospital’s bl.uld
ing, meanwhile, is dilapidated and
its sorry state cannot properly ac-
commodate children. Hedescribed:
“May basag na bintana at plywood
angipinangtatakipdito. Therearenot
enough electric fans and no proper
ventilation, and the windows have
to be opened for fresh air. Sinabitan
ng manipis na kurtina ang bintana
marahil upang di makapasok ang mga
lamok at alikabok!" |

Moreover, the senator from Isa-
bela and Davao shared that he ne-
ticedwater stains from thehospital’s
ceiling, which is a sign of water leak
from the roof from the last rainfall.

Tulfo likewise recalled that
the hospital’s therapy rooms are -
very small, which could not ad-

" equately accommodate children,

thereby prompting doctors to
instruct parents tojustcontinue
the therapy at home instead of
having it two to three times a
week at the hospital.
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Pilipinas sa obserbasyon
ng “World Toilet Day” g
na may temang
Pheton et o, %

Pangunahing pinagkuku-
nan pa fin natin ng potable wa-
terang ground water na ayon
sadatos ng National Water Re-
sources Board (NWRB) ay
49% ang nagagamit sa mga
domestikong pangangaila-
ngan, 32% sa agrikultura, 15%
sa industriya, at 4% na iba

i i ok b Eanaka--

Pilipino para mapangalmaan

angmmmbtgsam
pagdumi. i

Ayon sa datos ng PSA o
Statisfics Authori-
ty, may 5.64 milyong pamil-
ya ang walang maayos na
banyosa bansa, at dumuru-
mi kahit saan.
ﬁesm?
] /N ang pangan-
ba ng NWRB, partikular si ex-

ecu-tive director Dr. Sevillo

David, Jr., sa magiging epek-
bngpagkuhtngdlringm
!vabrngtm»

ang dumi a aaﬁol Isu
taon bago rr!:mmwnrgng'rlf
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DPWH allots
P100M to stop

Arayat slides

Debris barriers to be set up along four creeks i
choked with debris on the Pampanga mountain

By Tonette Orejas
@ttorejasINQ

CITY OF SAN FERNANDO—
The Department of Public Works
and Highways (DPWH) will in-
stall debris flow barriers on Mt.
Arayat before the onset of rains

in 2023 to avert rockslides and’

landslides toward Arayat and
Magalang towns in Pampanga
province and reduce harm to
communities at the foothills, .

Public Works Secretary Man-
uel Bonoan announced the quick-
fix solution on Monday after he
approved the request of Pam-
panga Gov. Dennis Pineda and
Pampanga Rep. Aurelio Gonza-
les to fund and implement en-
gineering interventions on the
inactive volcano that stands at
1,034 meters.

Bonoan pledged an initial
P100 million from the agency’s
emergency funds to set up and
maintain a series of debris flow
barriers along Sapang Maeya-
gas, Sapang Oliva, Sapang Ma-
dalumdum and Sapang Takwi.
Landslides starting in 2009 had
killed 13 people in the area.

The erodible materials,
largely rocks, on those creeks
after Supertyphoon “Karding”
(international name: Noru) and
Severe Tropical Storm “Paeng”
(Nalgae) totaled 324,043 cubic
meters, according to the data
presented by the Mines and
Geosciences Bureau in Central
Luzon during a meeting with

SAVING LIVES The Depart-
ment of Public Works and
Highways is working to mini-
mize the hazards of rockslides
and landslides on Mt. Arayat,
where boulders and other
debris are lodged in creeks.
—MINES AND GEOSCIENCES BUREAU
CENTRALLUZON PHOTO

Bonoan at the DPWH central
office in Manila.

A volume of this size could
fit in at least 18,002 trucks, each
carrying 18 cu. m.

Harm's way
During the aerial and
ground surveys on Nov. 10, two
gashes from the summit were
confirmed to have taken place

. in the area.

Arayat Vice Mayor Emmanu-
el Bonifacio Alejandrino and San
Juan Baiio village chief Froilan
Soriano expressed their sup-

Close to 2,1¢¢ households
live in Purok 4, 5, i and 7 of San
Juan Bafo, which is in direct
harm’s way, Soriano said.|

The Departirent of Envi-
ronment and Natural Resourc-
es (DENR) has also allotteq P42
million in 2023 for proﬂam
making Mt. Aray:t a protected
landscape through a law spon-
sored by Gonzalay;, DENR re-
gional executive director Paqux-
to Moreno Jr. sai¢l at the same
meeting.

To further avoid risks, the
Pampanga provincial govern-
ment has installec| sensors for
rainfall, earthquakes and ground
movements through its ClML
Arayat Early Warniiig Syst

Arayat residenz have been
informed of the hazard, while
their houses were tagged for
priority assistance.

The provincial ;3 )vermnlent
has distributed “eny>rgency go
bags” and food packs, estab-
lished alerts and warning for
preemptive evacualions, and
prepared two evacuation sites
in anticipation of the loommg
rockslides.

Also part of the prevennire
measures were masiive ban
boo planting and sirict moni-
toring of slope farming.

“The severity of the prob-
lem not only needs :ngineer-
ing measures but also social
and environmental solutions,”
Bonoan said. mva

port for the governor's ajfaeal
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VP Kamala Harris’ productive visit

strengthens PH-US bilateral relations

ce President Kamala Harris delivered
a clear message to President Ferdinand
Marcos, Jr. when she visited Malacafiang
‘Palace: “We stand with you in defense of
international rules and norms. As it relates to the
uth China Sea, an armed attack on the Philip-
ines’ armed forces, public vessels, or aircraft
in the South China Sea would invoke US mutual
defense commitments, and that is an unwavering
ommitment that we have to the Philippines.”
She also went to Palawan, the Philippine prov-
ince closest to the South China Sea. While aboard
a Philippine Navy vessel, BRP Teresa Magbanua,
she reaffirmed the United States’ advocacy on the
importance of sovereignty, territorial integrity and
freedom of navigation. These vital precepts in the
United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea
were cited in the 2016 ruling of the Permanent
Court of Arbitration (also known as the Arbitral
Tribunal) that upheld the Philippines’ positiou
with regard to its terﬂtoﬂalclaimsimhe;m
Itwinberemﬁedthatafﬁerthe- eting be-
tween President Marcos and US|

 on the importance of the US- Philippines alliance.

President Biden reaffirmed the United States’

ironclad t;ommitmmﬂo the defense of the Phil-

ippines."
sty

in 2014 by former

defense agreement with the P ines in case of
aputtackm thei’hﬂ,lppmes or on its naval assets,
aFiahlgﬁomtenstoasin the South China Sea.

- During his watch, President Donald Trump

and his defense secretary Mike Pompeo forcefully

%m Joe

) Edeninmenrklast ber, the White
ouse saidin a mmenésm ers reflected
- as President Biden’s official ¢iniss

"wasalsotbgt‘armused:”
?residem Barack Obama with
to setting into motion ‘the US’ mutual

declared: “The People’s Republic of China (PRC)
cannot lawfully assert a maritiine claim — includ-
ing any Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) claims
derived from Scarborough Reef and |the Spratly
Islands — vis-a-vis the Philippines in areas that
the Tribunal found to be in the Philippines’ EEZ
or on its continental shelf.” :
Included in Vice President Harris’ Manila
agenda was strengthening the Enhanced Defense
Cooperation Agreement (EDCA) in terms of identi-
fying additional sites for basing US troops engaged
in joint military exercises as well as major disaster
relief and humanitarian assistince activities.
Vice President Harris also conveyed the US’
readiness to cooperate with the Philippines’ initia-
tives to promote energy security by tapping into
nuclear power options. She obsierved that the two
countries’ “multi-faceted” bilateral relations have
expanded in scope within the context of Indo-
Pacific economic prosperity. While the Philippines
is keen on tapping into opportanities for expanded

- trade and investments in the post-pandemic erz, it
‘continues to be hobbled by th: d

of global warming and climate
Second Gentleman Douglas

Marcos maugural last Iune, roinad

t?or .Intgmatienal Bevelbpmmt (US'_ D) will be
providing $5 rmllion to accelerate th
vaccine rollout.

been strengthened conslderably by
Harris’ highly productive working

= .
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Harris: Uphold int’l
rules to protect lives

By MARTIN A. SADONGDONG

United States Vice Presxdent Ka-

mala yaﬁs underscured the impor-
of upho -- ng mtematiunal rules

Palawan on 'I‘.'.msﬂay, Nov. 2“9; where
shesa sa:d “the United States is proud of

y-standing ties with the people
Qf the Philippines.”
' Harris visited Barangay Tagburos:
in Palawan and interacted w1th ‘the
fisherfolk community.

| “The ﬁsheﬁosofpalawannetanly f
gmde food for residents but serves

the economic lifeblood of this is-

seen the consequences an:

land,” she emphasized.
Days before Harris’ visit, the Chiaa

- Coast Guard and Philippine Navy were

involved in a maritime mefdent over
a metal debris. /

. Harris believes that the vtl:a&y of
ﬁsherfolk communities like Baran;ziy

. 'Tagburos “isat risk” forreasmmﬁi&etms.

“Comrnunltles like the have

here know the impacts when foreigm

‘vessels enter Philippine waters zand |

illegally deplete the fishing stock,
when they harass and intimidate lccal
fishers, when they pollute the ocean,
and destroy the marine emswtem i
she said. '

“This is how I see it: to protect iie

-economic v vitality of these commun i~

ties, to protect the ecosystems
'they'r'ély on, and to protect b Is

people
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Harris: Uphold int’l rules to protect lives 1<

lives and livelihoods, we must
uphold international rules and
norms, and that is why our work
here is so very important,” Har-
ris said. “We must stand up for
principles such us respect for
sovereignty and territorial in-
tegrity, unimpeded lawful com-
merce, the peaceful resolution
of disputes, and the freedom of
navigation, and overflying in the
South China Sea and throughout
the Indo-Pacific.”

“The tribunal’s decision is
legally binding and must be re-
spected. We will continue to rally
our allies and partners against
unlawful and irresponsible be-
havior When the international
rules-based order is threatened
somewhere, it is threatened
everywhere,” Harris added,
referring to the 2016 ruling of
the United Nations’ Permanent

Court of Arbitration unanimous’

and final decision that rejected
China’s sweeping maritime
claims in the South China Sea
and favoring the Philippines’
protest.

Harris arrived at the Puerto
Princesa Port around 2 p.m.
and she was welcomed by top
ranking officials of the Philip-
pine Coast Guard (PCG), led by
Vice Admiral Rolando Punzalan
Jr., deputy commandant for
operations; Capt. Christopher
Meniado, commander of Coast
Guard District Palawan; and
Commander Erwin Tolentino,
skipper of BRP Teresa Magbanua
(MRRV-9701),

After the arrival ceremony,
Harris was escorted to BRP Te-
resa Magbanua, one of the two

newest and largest multi-role
response vessels in the PCG's
fleet. She was toured in the
bridge of BRP Teresa Magbanua
and shown the vessel’s monitor-
ing system used to keep watch of
Filipino fishermen and sailors
within the vast waters of the
Philippines.

She was briefed on the cur-
rent maritime operations of the
PCG in Palawan.

“The United States is proud
of our long-standing ties with
the people of the Philippines.
I am here in Palawan to un-
derscore the importance of our
partnership in order to create
economic opportunities, protect
coastal ecosystems, maintain
peace and stability, and uphold
international rules and norms
here in the South China Sea and
around the world,” Harris said
in a speech onboard BRP Teresa
Magbanua.

Coast Guard partnership

On her trip, the Vice Presi-
dent Harris made several an-
nouncements to strengthen the
US partnership with the PCG for
maritime security. It included
the following:

+ A $7.5 million additional
assistance for the Philip-
pine maritime law en-
forcement agencies to
increase their capacity
and capabilities to coun-
ter illegal, unregulated,
and unreported fish-
ing, improve maritime
domain awareness, and
provide search and res-
cue support;

-

US VICE PRESIDENT I(M'ﬂMA HARRIS
(Photo from the PCG)

A new initiative to upgrade and
expand PCG’s vessel traffic man-
agement system,|which will lead
to better maritime safety;

The Philippines’ capacity to receive
near-real-time data under the
Quad’s Inco-Pacific Maritime Do-
main Awareness initiative, an effort
that uses commercial space-based
platforms to deliver a common
operating dicture of waterways to
promote tr msparftcy and to detect
and counter illicit activities, (With a
report frorm ]osepl‘P Pedrajas)
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On Sunday, the 2022 United Nations
Climate Change Conference (COP27)
in Egypt closed with a breakthrough
agreement to establish a new fund to
help vulnerable countries respond to
loss and damage.

One of the main focus of Harris’ trip
to the Philippines is to spur coopera-
tion on a range of issues, including ad-
vancing clean energy and addressing
the climate crisis.

Among the United States’ latest
initiatives are the establishment of an
energy policy dialogue as well as the
launch of negotiations for civil nuclear
energy cooperation or the so-called
*123 agreement.”

The 123 agreement, once in force,
would allow the US exports of nu-
clear equipment and material to sup-
port the country’s energy security
and climate goals.

Aside from climate change, Marcos
and Harris also discussed peace and
security against the backdrop of glob-
al and regional developments.

The two underscored the importance
of upholding an international rules-
based regime and maintaining open
communication lines between and
among partners to prevent any miscal-
culations and misunderstandings.

“President Marcos reiterated the in-
dependent foreign policy adopted by
the Philippines, which is based on na-
tional interest and the country’s com-
mitment to peace,” the DFA said.

On Tuesday, the President called on
disaster officials to study the United
States Federal Emergency Management
Agency (US-FEMA) to get its best prac-
tices for disaster management.

The President made this sugges-
tion in a meeting in Malacafiang, the
primary agenda of which is to make
the government more responsive to
people’s needs in the immediate after-
math of a disaster.

FEMA, an agency under the De-
partment of Homeland Security, pri-
marily coordinates the response to a
disaster that has occurred in the US.

e ————
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Chmate change and the new

Marcos brand of dipl,o_rﬁ'a""ﬁ:fr ~

R. Marcos Jr. brand of diplo-
macy at the 29th APEC Summit in
Bangkok, Thailand, and Iikeit. Itis
refreshing and exciting. This was his
first appearance on the world stage
and he did well, as former president
Gloria Macapagal Arroyo said. The
Asia-Pacific region covers more than
half of the world’s economies. The
president seemed very at ease among
the leaders of major economies like
France, Canada, China and Saudi
Arabia, like he was in the comfort

of old colleagues, or friends even. -

There was that light moment
with Canada’s Prime Minister
Justin Trudeau when they both
compared their printed socks.
With' the Saudi Crown Prince
Mohammed bin Salman, President
Marcos threw in a little nostalgia
about how his father, the late Presi-
dent Ferdinand E. Marcos, would
send him as an emissary to Saudi

Arabia during the oil crisis. In this

bilateral meeting they discussed
the important issue of energy, Sau-
di Arabia being the world's largest
oil producer. Thete were reciprocal
invitations for state visits in the fu

k URBANISTA

APHNE
OSENA PAEZ

ture. More importantly, the Crown

Prince committed to pay for the
unpaid salaries of more than
10,000 overseas Filipino workers
who lost their jobs in construction
when they declared bankruptcy in
2015-2016. The Saudi government
will also establish an insurance

‘system to secure the salaries of

future OFWs. According to Migrant
Workers Secretary Susan Ople, it
was refreshing to see both leaders
sitting and talking like old friends,
both visionaries and both proud of
the Filipino workers.

With France's President Em-
manuel Macron, the President

‘discussed potential cooperation

in agriculture, energy and defense.
The two had met in person on
the sidelines of the UN Gen-
eral Assembly in New York last
September. During this bilateral
meeting, they discussed a poten-

fu- tial partnership in nuclear energy.

Though both $audi Arabia and
France are not rnembers of APEC,
their leaders we'e invited as guests
at the informal dialogue with the
Asia-Pacific leaders. '

France is one of the European
Union's best performing countries
in decarbonizing their energy mix
and is well on it; way to achieving
a 40 percent reduction in GHC
emissions by 20:30. France has
minimized its rzliance on petro-
leum, coal and gas by increasing
its use of nuclear energy. It will be
remembered thit Marcos Jr. had
mentioned the passibility of reviv-
ing the Bataan Nu clear Power Plant,
a projectunder his father which was
mothballed in 1936 due to safety
concerns, A lot has happened in the
nuclear industry since, including
small and portabl 2 nudlear reactors.

In the conversations with cli-
mate change activists, nuclear
energy is still a bit of 2 bad word
despite it having zero carbon
emissions, The world is, however,
facing pressures from all angles
beyond environinental catastro-
phes brought by climate change,
including post -Covid economic
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recovery, food security, regional

Europe is facing  very cold winter
as much of their gas is supplied
by Russia. These challenges are
forcing nations to re-evaluate
their commitments to the pro-

carbon emissions by switching to
renewable sources of energy. Ger-
many has gone back to the use of
liquefied natural gas to reduce its
dependence on Russian energy. It
is abitter pill to swallow, the return
to fossil fuels with the use ofgu
The world cannot rely on renew-

an alternative to phasing out fossil

' ﬁ.lels.ltwillhavetogod'lrougha
gradual hit or miss cocktail

In the meantime, while Europe

to navigate through this winter’s
energy crisis, the Philippines is
in a unique resilient position of
having been so used to an energy
and environmental crisis through
the decades while looking at a
better mix for our energy sources.
The President knows that to mdi

tensions and the war in Ukraine.

posed single solution to reducing

~ ables like solar and wind alonie as

and other bigger economies try

need a stable supply of energy that
is not reliant on one source, hence,

* the talks with Saudi Arabia for oil

and France for nuclear, and other
possibilities discussed bilaterally
with Australia, New Zealand and
China, Al that in four days.

It is a very interesting time for

‘Marcos Jr to be stepping into the

world stag as our president. These

person-to-person meetings after
the pandemic-induced lockdowns,
do a lot more than just achieve
points in bilateral discussions.
They provide a platform that has
long been missing in diplomacy
and business forums — the hu-
man touch, the light moments,

 the laughter. And it seems, Marcos
Jr. has it — the Marcos brand of
diplomacy we'saw from his father

and mother, a mix of wit and
charm that can even knock the
socks off some of the most politi-
cally correct leaders of this time,
like Trudeau and New Zealand's
Jacinda Ardern. He continues
to represent the Philippines as
a sovereign nation in a peaceful

 Asia-Pacific region, who is a friend
our long—term ecano , we

toall, and enemy to none.
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dusappomtlng results

tTHOUGH the participants in the grand:osely named
27th Conference of Parties to the United Nations
.Framework Convention on Climate Change, more
commonly known as COP27, tried to spin the outcomes of the
annual global climate summit as a breakthrough, the general
consensus, particularly among dimate-vuing;able countries,
is that they fell far short of « éxpeaatiom The lesson that the
Philippines should take from this is that our M?tﬁoﬁs

coastal resort as the choice ofwizue, there were cr
about host country Egypt's human rights record any

to mitigate and adapt to climate chang e should not rely

global action, because th ti-umt ikely to be forthcoming.
COP27 faced a great deal of skepticism before it even began.

Apart from the choice of Sharm el-Sheikh, Egypt, an upscal

for emerging economies and disadvantaged pop

An even bigger issue was the unimpressive mqﬁﬂ 3f M
ress toward meeting commitments of past COP meetings.
Since the landmark Paris Climate Agreement of 2015, pledges
of emissions reducuons and funding for chmate acuon

ineﬁtqb{ethattheﬁﬂ;al tmg&t f limiting glo _
1.5 degrees Celsius over pre- mdusmal levels will be missed,
probably, within the next 10 to 15 years, perhaps sooner.

Given these problems in perception, it was hoped that the
conference of 199 country and territory representatives would
agree to some definitive actions to restore confidence in the
global consensus process. There were two main outcomes
that were-anticipated. The first was a framework to begin the
phase-out. of the use of fossil fuels for energy production,
as this is qun!_i'l.@ErEd necessary for achieving overall emis-
sions reduction goals. The second, and more lmponaiit to
the Philippines, was an agreement to compensate chmate-
vulnerable countries for loss and damage caused by du:uite
change effects..

On the ﬁrstétem, cor27 completefy fa:le p:pducﬁlg
only a statement rea’iﬁmmlg,hn earlier global t’%mm&ut |
agreed at last year’s COP26 in Scotland to gradually phase
out the use of coal. However, after marathon negotiations
that extended the conference beyond its scheduled closing -

date last Friday, an agreement was reached on the matter of |

compensatmn, which was promptly hailed by COP27 par-
ticipants as “historic,” and “a breakthrough.” -

Thc agreement turned out to be anything but that, an&ount-
ing to no more than a statement of good intentions. The’
important details of how the proposed “loss and damage
fund” would be set up, how much would be paid into, and -
by whom were all kicked down the road at least 2 year Ac-
cording to the agreement, a “transitional committee” will _
be set up to develop recommendations to be presented at '
COP28 in November 2023; those recommendations will
include rdentifymg and expanding sources of fundmg,"'
_among other things. -

Given the grindingly slow pace o anything organlzed un-
der the umbrella of the vast UN bureaucracy, it is doubtful
whether such a committee could even be properly organized,
funded and complete its work within a year.

“The disappointing outcome of COP27 invites a comparison
with the positive atmosphere -reated by the recent Association
of Southeast Asian Nations (Asean) and Asia-Pacific Economic
Cooperation (APEC) summits held in Cambodia and Thai-
land, respectively. In both regional meetings, climate concerns
were near the top of the agenda, and the region expressed a
single mind with respect to addressing the crisis proactively
in areas of common interest. While specific programs or goals
did not emerge from the meetings, they clearly set a positive
foundation for further action.

We believe that this bodes well for the Philippines” own
efforts to adapt to a changing climate and mitigate its effects,
and that the government should make every effort to cultivate
its regional relationships to that end. It might, in fact, be the
only real path for progress against clm&ate change; whileitisa
global problem that requires 2 jjlobal solution, it does not seem
we are moving closer to achieving that, despite seven years of
summits since the Paris Agreement. The climate certainly will
not wait for the world to get its act together; neither should we.
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