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@IngNational

BAGUIO CITY—The. country’s
mining companies should expect
a shift in “mineral commodity
demand” as industries pour more
resources into green technology
to address climate change, ex-
perts said on Thursday during the
third day of a mine safety confer-
ence being held here.

Environment Secretary Maria
Antonia Yulo-Loyzaga, who was
the keynote speaker at a sym-
posium during the annual Mine
Safety and Environment Conf -
ence, said minerals like “nickel
and copper would be required for
the world to transition into clean
energy to mitigate the impact of
climate change and move toward
alow-carbon future.”

She urged mining compa-
nies “to be a critical force, as it
should be, for social, environ-
mental and economic change,”
by reinvesting their profits in
climate protection projects as

fore hazards happen.” :

Most mines should review
their company portfolios given
the growing need for specific
metals in the push for green life-
styles, said mine engineer Deb-
bie Ruth Vassay, who presented
the paper, “Climate, ESG and the
mining sector,” which discussed
the impact of new commodity
demands on mines, during the
four-day summiit.

For instance, coal miners are
confronting “societal pressures
that affect these companies’
ability to secure financing,” said
Vassay, who wrote the paper
with two other authors,

Clean energy

“Lenders have been distanc-
ing themselves from financing
coal mining and coal-fired power
plants,” she said, although “work
to develop clean coal technologies
may ameliorate the risks.”

“Coal mining and coal com-
bustion technologies will likely
face increasing pressure f’ro:ﬁj_
the public,” Vassay said. ’

well as “disaster prevention be-

RESPONSIBLE MINING Philex Mining Co., one of the

country’s oldest mines operating in Benguet province, is amOn?
the companies that the government allowed to continue
operating despite the pandemic. Most mines are now shifting
to automation and renewable energy to help curb global

warming. —EV ESPIRITU

According to another study
by the World Bank, production of
minerals like graphite, lithium and
cobalt may grow by as much as
500 percent by 2050 “just to meet
the growing demand for clean en-
ergy technologies,” she said.

Vassay added: “Over 3 mil-
lion tons of minerals and met-
als will need to be deployed
to wind, solar and geothermal
[projects], plus storage.”

One of the biggest indus-

tries that will require the help

of mining firms is transporta-
tion because of the push to re-
place gasoline-fueled cars with
electricity-powered vehicles. |

Due to backlash against per-
ceived environmentally destruc-
tive enterprises, the climate crisis
has been the primary driver for
the growth of ethical businesses
known as ESG (environmental,
social and governance) invest-
ments, according to Vassay. |

ESG investors prefer renew-
able energy projects, she stressed.
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Mining firms themselves are
“decarbomzmg" and will also
need the metals they extract. De-

carbonizing means replacing pro-

cesses and equipment that still
use fossil fuels, with technology
that mitigates carbon emissions.

Carbon dioxide (CO2) is a
greenhouse gas that has been
trapping heat and making the
planet warmer.

Future
Norlito Adsuara, an engineer
at the mining firm Helix Resourc-
es and Development Corp., said
full automation of operations
and a gradual transition from

internal combustion engines to

electric cars could potentially
reduce his company’s CO2 emis-
sions by 2.75 metric tons.
Adsuara said minimizing
Helix’s dependence on tradi-
tional electricity and devel-
oping or buying “off-grid” re-
newable energy to power up its
crushers, mills, concentrators,
cement plants and auxiliary
operations represents a “CO2

avoidapce” of 6.6 metric tons. J
But Loyzaga said the govern-
ment'’s ma.mtaskmovmgforwa.ld
is “to define what responsible
mining truly is” by determining
“whether our laws and policies
respond to current and emerging
science, technology and practice,”
The Department of Envi-
ronment and Natural Resources
(DENR), she said, is considering a
data banking project that would
find out the “levels of environ-
ment and social protection, com-
munity improvement and eco-
nomic gains in order for mining to
be considered truly responsible.”
The DENR wants to measure
the span of mine areas that over-
lap with critical ecosystems and'
“quantify” reforestation con-
ducted within Mineral Produc-
tion Sharing Agreement sites.
“Responsible mining goes
beyond the number of trees they
plant or the number of people
they employ,” Loyzaga said.
“What is not measured cannot

‘be managed, nor can itbe valued,

mr_ta_m--it"fb'e treasured.” mq
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Tulfo to DENR chief:

Clean up the dept

SENATOR Raffy Tulfo has recommended to the lead-
ership of the Department of Environment and Natural
Resources (DENR) to conduct a lifestyle check on all
its officers and employees. ~ .

Tulfo said there is evidence that will implicate
some DENR officials who are in connivance with il-

legal miners. PR Sl o s S
“There are many undersecretaries there who have

been in their posts since the ‘dinosaur times.’ Can you

Pplease investigate them?” Tulfo said. ' .

- He noted that since they “have developed dementia,
these undersecretaries have already forgotten to do
their jobs,” he added. i L i ko oot

~ “Maybe it’s about time you (DENR) assess who are
 these undersecretaries who have long been occupying
~ their positions,” Tulfo stressed. !
In response, DENR Secretary Ma. Antonia
Yulo-Loyzaga said they are looking into.this issue,
adding that the DENR will create a team to inquire
into this report. - ?
~ “Many of your people are in cahoot with illegal mint-
~ers. Do you not know it? Don’t tell me na hindi nyo po
- alam? Don’t tell me this kind of information has not
‘ ~ reached you,” he said.
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: "“‘B ator R‘ai’fy Ttﬂfofhas ’lodgedmﬂerDENRsmoposed

ared the Department of the 2023 budget “could be
vir, ilm‘ént mwum ‘utilized” in resolving the

| isa,m om tlmanngl “Withthwmount you can

Georeserve M@JK&W&‘“T ‘a network of mtalligenee

rolei o) AT identify who are the
een questioning  groups causing trouble inside
alleged fai mmi%me ﬁ:;gf Kailangan po
mmw o ‘mapalayas ang mga

1 ues o ""‘,ghe ~armed groups diyan kasi

in Rizal  even as we speak, nandoon
pa rin po ang mga armed
- groups, pagala-gala (We have
o, o get -u} of those armed
S hecause as we

gro .':Togperating in
ties Msungi are

ngi’s forest rangers
insid w piiiw fw-h fbr!?fﬁﬁsw‘ly had 9mm guns
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eing forced to sign
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TH’E ADVOCATE‘S_’DY Science and'Techno!ogy
for the People (AGHAM), a group of Filipino |
scientists, has admonished senators for mak-
ing jokes during a discussion on reclamation |
projects, which it said pose very serious
threats to the country’s marine ecosystems. |

“Reclamation is one of the biggest threats '
to our seas,” AGHAM Public Information Officer
mmmmmmmms Baure '
said in astatementonThursday “Currently, ‘

* there are at least 187 reclamation projects at
diﬁmntstage;m‘dewlopmem nationwide,” |

Several senators, during the detihaahm-s

on the proposed 2023 budget of the Depart-

‘ment of Environment and Natural Resources

on Wednesday made light of possible impacts

of reclamation such as adding even more |
islands to the country’s more than 7,000 and
b!ocking the Manila sunset \new _

“These projects threaten the integrity of
unpurtanl coastal ecosystems such as coral
reefs, seagrass beds. and mangrove ferestﬁ;"

" Mr. Baure said.

He called it ‘frusl:rating that the govern-

ment has not taken serious steps agaanst |

" reclamation despite urgent calls from envn‘ﬁn-

mentalists, fisherfolk and coastal residents. |
* “Climate crisis ishappen}ng now, and we ,
can't wait for years before the vermnerﬁ l
takes acnm"hem addmg HAl

would like lawmakers to investigate a!! i '
reclgmaﬁon projects in the countfy Alyha

Illeelo 0. ‘hl
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By Carla Gomez
@carlagomezINQ

BACOLOD CITY—Environ-
mentalists and religious orga-
nizations in Negros Occidental
welcomed the decision of San
Miguel Corp. (SMC) to with-
draw its application for an En-
vironmental Compliance Cer-
tificate (ECC) for its proposed
300-megawatt liquefied natural
gas (LNG) power plant in the
province’s San Carlos City.

“This is a victory for [Negrens-
es] who have made their voice
clear that they preferred renew-
able energy te LNG in sourdng
their power for the island,” said
Avril de Torres, deputy executive
director of the Center for Energy,
Ecology,and Development (CEED).

“Although LNG is considered
a ‘transition fuel’ by some, it is
clearly unnecessary for Negros
which boasts of extensive renew-
able energy facilities,” she said.

De Torres was informed
about 'the SMC’s decision
through a letter sent by the En-
vironmental Management Bu-
reau (EMB) on Nov. 14.

“The proponent (SMC) de-
cided to no longer pursue its
ECC application for the pro-
posed 300-MW LNG Combined
Cycle Power Plant Project. As
such, this office has withdrawn
from the list of ECC applica-
tions the proposed project of
REDI (Reliante Energy Develop-
ment Inc.),” the letter read.

The Inquirer had reached out
to an SMC representative in the
province on Wednesday but the
company had yet to issue a state-

roject in Negros

MGB says firm drops environment compliance process for

ADVOCACY Environment advocates reiterate their support
for clean sources of energy during a protest staged outside the
Negros Occidental provincial capitol in Bacolod City during the
celebration of Earth Day in April this year. —pHoTO COURTESY OF
YOUTH FOR CLIMATE HOPE

ment as of Thursday afternoon.

According to the Natural
Resources Defense Council, a
US-based nonprofit environ-
mental advocacy group, natural
gas, in any form, contributes to
climate change because burn-
ing gas for energy releases car-
bon into the atmosphere, which
fuels global warming.

LNG is an “especially prob-
lematic form of natural gas” for
the climate because it uses a
lot of energy to chill the gas to
liquid form, hold it, transport it
and warm back the gas, it said.

Opposition

“When you add all of that
up, LNG' is responsible for
about twice as much green-
house gas as ordinary natural
gas,” according to the NRDC.

The plant, which would be
developed by REDI, an SMC sub-
sidiary, faced opposition from
Negrenses led by Bishop Gerardo

Alminaza of the Diocese of San
Carlos.

“I am grateful for the help of
the Almighty in ensuring that the
voice of the people of Negros are
heard and that the natural beau-
ty of our island can be preserved
through the minimal use of fossil
fuels,” the prelate said.

Alminaza is hoping that other
provinces will follow Negros Oc-
cidental’s lead in rejecting fossil
fuels and accelerating the adop-
tion of the more affordable and
sustainable renewable energy
sources.

“We also hope that the [Ne-
gros Occidental] Sangguniang
Panlalawigan will finally listen and
pull out the resolution of nonob-
jection it prematurely issued to the
project,” Alminaza said.

According to the bishop, the
proposed LNG power plant was
supposed to be built at the San
Carlos Ecozone facing Tanon
Strait, a body of water separat-

~WITH INQUIRER RESEARCH INQ

it is home to dolph.ms
es and is a rich fishing
ground for small and commercial
fisherfolk.

aza said they feared
that h the project pushed
thro it would have de-
stroyed | marine habitats, man-
jzroves and wetlands along the
; generated pollution;
sed local communities

y and sus-
fishing communities,
end tain San Carlos City
¢s fossil|fuel-free.

The bishop reiterated hiscall
for SMC and other companies as
well as for the government to
tasten the shift to renewable
energy, and for financial institu-
tions to stop supporting projects.
involving fossil fuels. '

Krishna Ariola, founding con
vener of ¥Youth for Climate Ho
shared inaza’s sentiments.

“We, the youth, have been
left out pf the equation in de-
termini the energy policy
of this country. The continued
use of fossil fuels will affect
us econriynica]ly in the form of
high electricity prices. and envi-
ronmentally in the form of se-
were climate change,” she said.
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P58-B ang inilaan sa DENR. ..

BILYUN-BILYONG PUNO NA PROTEKSYON
SANA KAPAG MAY SAKUNA, NAWAWALA?!

TETENG!

! 7 NI BONG REVILLA

NASAAN na kasi ang mga puno? Kung
.naitanim sana ng maayos ang pinagbuhusan ng
napakalaking pondo sa loob nang isang dekada,
hindi sana nangyayari na rumaragasa ang putik at
baha pababa ng kabundukan sa panahon ng
malalakas na bagyo.

Nitong nakaraang linggo ay napakaraming lugar
na biktima ng Bagyong Paeng ang ating personal
na pinuntahan para dalhan ng tulong at bilang Chair-
person ng Committee on Public Works ay isa-isa

nating ininspeksyon ang mga nawasak na
pampublikong imprastruktura.

- Makailang ulit nating inikot ang iba’t 1bang
bahagi ng bansa, partikular ang kabundukan na
dapat siyang magsisilbing panangga natin sa
kalamidad, ngunit dahil marami na ang kalbong
bahagl ay may mga bundok pang unti-unti na ring
ipinapatag.

Hindi pa kasali ang mga lugar na may mga tanim
ngang puno, ngunit parang palito ng posporo na mga
nakatumba na dahil sa pananalasa ng Bagyo Paeng
at kitang-kita ko ito sa lsmagawa naming aerial in-
spection.

Marahil ay napapansin nating tuwing huling
quarter ng taon ay nakararanas ng matinding bagyo
ang ating bansa at palaki nang palaki ang pinsala
dahil kulang o halos wala nang punong magsisilbing
panangga..

Nang sumabak ako sa relief operatmns at site
inspection sa bahagi ng Mindanao ay iisa lang ang
paulit-ulit na sinasabi ng ating mga kababayan—
na halos kalbo na ang kagubatan at napakadalang
na ng puno sa kabundukan.

Walang puwedeng tumutol sa pahayag ng mga
naging biktima ng bagyo dahil karamihan ay
nawalan ng tahanan at mahal sa buhay na ang iba
ay hindi pa nakikita hanggang sa kasalukuyan.

Kitang-kita ang labis na epekto ng pagkaubos

ng mga puno sa kabundukan dahil napakaraming

pampublikong imprastruktura ang hindi na talaga
mapapakinabangan pa dahil sa labis na
pagkawasak.

Kaya ngayon ay nais kong pagtuunan ng pansin
ang pamunuan ng Department of Environment and
Natural Resources (DENR) kung paano nila

tinutugunan ang napakatagal ng problemang ito ne.
hindi lang kabuhayan ang winawasak kung hindi
nalalagay pa sa balag ng alanganin ang buhay ng
ating mga kababayan.

' Kaya nagsumite ako ng resolusyon kamakilan
na naglalayong atasan ang nararapat na komite sa
Senadona magsagawa ng inquiry, in aid of legisla-
tion hinggil sa pagkadamay ng maraming bagay at
hindi mapigilang pag-usbong ng mga negatibong
epekto ng climate change.

Ito ay upang matiyak lamang ang kaligtasan at
kapakanan ng mga Pilipino hinggil sa delikadong
banta na dulot ng pagtaas ng frequency at inten-
sity ng natural na sakuna at kalamidad na sa huli
‘ay masiguro na magkaroon ng sistema at polisiya
na mapaninindigan ang kaligtasan at katatagnn

Panahon na para pagtuunan ng pansin ang pag-
aaral at seryosong paghimay sa mga detalye ng
climate change at malaki ang maitutulong ng DENR
kung seryoso nilang pagtutuunan ng pansin ang ilan
sa mga pangunahing solusyon, tulad ng walang
dayang pagtatanim ng mga puno.

Kaya nang sumalang tayo sa plenaryo para sa
isinagawang budget hearing noong Miyerkules ay
napakaraming katanungang nilinaw natin sa

pamunuan ng DENR na isa-isa naman nilang
sinagot bilang patotoo na ginagawa nila ang

_ kanilang trabaho.

Ngunit tanong ang medyo hindi nalpahwauag
ng maayos ng DENR nang tanungin ko kung saan-
saan ba sila nagtatanim ng puno kasabay ng
paghiling kung maaari bang magsagawa ng site in-
spection sa mga sinasabi nilang lugar na kanila nang

Hindi naman sa hindi ako naniniwala sa pahayag

ng DENR ngunit nais ko lamang matiyak na tunay
ang kanilang sinasabi dahil nakataya dito ang
kaligtasan ng ating mga kababayan lalo na ‘yung
mga nasa paanang bahagi ng kabundukan.

Umabot na sa P58 bilyon ang inilaan sa DENR
para lamang sa mga punong dapat itinanim na
simula pa noong 2012 at isang dekada na ang
nakararaan pero hindi natin makita ang dapat 1.855
bilyong puno na inaasahang tumubo na sa
kabundukan.

Ayon sa datos ng DENR, 78 porsyento sa mga
itinanim na puno ay nabuhay naman at 22 porsyento
lamang ang hindi nabuhay—kung ganun ay mayroon
dapat tayong 1.45 bilyong puno sa kasalukuyan—
kaso ang malaking tanong ay nasaan?

Dapat patunayan ng DENR kung nasaan ang
1.45 bilyong puno, dahil kung tutuusin ay wala na
sanang kalbong kabundukan kung maayos itong
naitanim ng DENR at hindi na sana malala ang

o ——

na-aranasan nating paghaha. P
Tulad giyan na sinasabi ngDENR
na l;ala;;gtg_gmano sa inilaang pondo
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Magaling din kayan
guard ang misis ni
- Chito Loyzaga?.

~ MASELAN ang gagampa-
‘nang tungkulin ni DENR Sec.
Maria Antonia Yulo Loyzaga
‘dahil sa lawak nang nasasaku-
pan ng kanyang tanggapan.
' Naging Technical Adviser ng
Philippine Resilience Disas-
ter Foundation si Loyzaga._
kaya madali na niyang mai-
sulong ang mga programang
pangkalikasan. Misis siya ni

' : nps.iwa DENR ang Bureau
dMims,Bumuomey Bureau of Lands, Bureau of Fisheries
and Aquatic Resources at National Committee for Mineral Ex-
ploration. Kailangan lang guwardiyahan nang mahigpit ang mga

¢ mrmgmglam lh:ahaﬁwch{lhml.oymga? :
AMINgG Naging anonmixa sa pagblbl,gay ng perlmxu sa_
‘Forestry na pinaniniwalaang
dahilan nang malawa,kan,g pinsala sa pagkakalason ng mga
ilog, sapa hanggang sa karagatan. Mga sakim na kapitalistang
dayuhan na kakutsaba ng mga opisyales din ng gobyerno ang
walang pakialam sa.perwisyong dulot nila sa mamamayan.
[sang dahﬁlmhmg bakit hindi nakapasa sa Commission on
) ay . sec. Gina Lopez ay
at karagatan

ag magmamaniobra
ang mga mambabatas nnmgkotsapagmnnmaul]egal logging, ]
kayasls ipagpatuloy ni Loyzaga ang ipinaglalaban ni Lopez. ,
ang dapat sagasaan alang-alang sa kalikasan.
3181!‘"3 iamﬂng n%pmmsomg mga mining firms na sumusunod
sa alituntunin ng ENR ayon sa batas na umiiral. Alarmado na
ang buong mundo dahil sa climate change at global warming.
am kulangin tayo sa tubig na maiinom sa hinaharap
gl ANg mga proyextong pangkalikasgn.
Bayan at Kalikasan ay Sagipin. BAKAS na!

Ef
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BBM ronrece:

a prolonged and se!f-perpetuating
problem.”

eed to imnediately ad-

dress structural anc policy issues

pbjective of enabling rapid

axl

hat creates ;obs, includes

sple into the mainstream,
poverty ind mequalﬂy,

the President said.

ig charigles
alsothe co antry’s a
ol oo Be;‘“;fy
fioba] problem,” noti
t by evesyone. He

Flh&mos view the issues
ing the word through the.

pCONOMies €s| >ec1ally must
have the policy flexibility needed to
increased lomestic food
uction and diversification and to

wlumlagwlhualsupply

. ernment continues to
" to sectors most

growthina -

" the

Marcos said the Philippine gov-

ovide aid
e e
commodi rices throu ect
cash b-a.ns%sp 7

“This is not something that we

prefertodo. 1 don’t think that an
15 particularly enamored with di
cash transfer payments. But it is'the
only way that we can mitigate the

' situation that our people have, So

that is something that we are hopin

with the creation of jobs and wit
wth of the economy to slowly

n to dial down,” he said.

the long term... the changes that

~need to be made are structural.

havehubeduusu'udmaﬂybnu;ﬂ
is a different world. This is a different
economy... We cannot be too married to
the ideas that we were astruths
rSnay
Erlol'nwl'nat'mavcmaﬁyl'|a|ppe:'m'Lgﬂamsrmm.l
the world,” he pointed out.
Pandemic
preparedness

Marcos also urged gm.rmunents_

to continue reinforcing global health
systems against new and eme
variants
fectious diseases.

“The global economy simply can-
not afford another cri series
lockdowns and tra that de-
flate... consumer confidence, dampen
the recovery
stability of global markets,” he said.

“Governments must continue to
invest in pandemic preparedness

COVID-19 and oﬂ'lglinrﬁ‘

of tourism, and derail the  vell

and in ensuring the resilience of the
global health system.”

Marcos said adopting the One-
Health approach and strengthen-
ing health surveillance systems for

ingand ing infectious
diseases can be the solution.

Accordi On “H:ﬂalc:hﬂealﬂ'l()r
gamzatmn, e-] a pmach
is an integrated, unifying ap roach
that aims to mobilize mulfiple sec-
tors, dzsaplmes and cc ities

such as the United Nations Framework
Convention on Climate and
the Paris Agreement are in force “but
notmoughprogremh&actuaﬂybm
made as emissions continue to rise.”

“The Conference of the Parties, the
COP 27 is in full swing, but stronger
action is required,” he said.

Marcos cited the need to diversify
energy resources to include renewables
as the energy demands of the modem

global ec y continue to

at varying levels of society to work
together to address lhreag
“Our good work in this area must
never slow down but rather feed into
atse1£ strengthening the foundations
global health sys-,
hems and improvmg the governance
of pmdmnc agility, resilience, and of
res| " the President said,
the world confronts the impact
of the pandemic and other economic
challenges, Marcos said thebest way
to earn trust is to

also reiterated his call for

1 countries to act on climate change,

which he described as “the most press-
ing existential challenge of our time.”
He said the Phili is among the
countries at great risk from this crisis,

of asitstands tolose up to more than six

percent of its domestic product
per year by ﬂ%‘l}‘zﬁb&s&d DtlAstT'ldDe-
Bank estimates.
According to Marcos, global agree-
ments that seek multilateral and mul-
tinational solutions to the climate crisis

expand
rapidly. He said the Philippines has
prioritized hydrothermal,
solar power, wind power and other
low-emission energy

souUnes
atargeldiﬁpemm:emwab
the

Partnerships

Towards t?:end of his :vpeec'l'lf , Mar-
cos tackled the importance o working
with the private sector, a feature thathe
said the APEC unique

He said APEC economies must be
ready to achieve the Putrajaya Vision,
which aspires for an open, dynamic,
resilient and peaceful Asia-Pacific
community by 2040.

“We must leverage our region's
core strengths and values as the pre-
mier forum in the Asia-Pacific, as an
incubator of cu ge ideas, asa
pathfinder for co tive solutions

* shine throu

- BBM: Dark clouds loom
on economic horlzon

By ALEXIS RO!’IERO

BANGKOK - “Dark clouds”
are hanging over the horizon
despite the easing of pandemic
restrictions, President Marcos
warned yesterday as he called on
fellow leaders at a forum to work
together to address problems that
can hinder recovery.

At the Asia-Pacific Economic
Cooperation (APEC) CEO Summit
here, Marcos also noted significant
growth in the region as well as “eco-
nomic miracles” that are now bemg
threatened by pandemic

“Dark clouds loom large if we
mnottobep ared. They loom
on the economic horizon and now
more than ever, our governments
and economies must work closer and
better as pariners in order to
find that break in the douds where
the light of hope and can
These shocks to our
system have had of course a deleteri-
ous effect on our efforts at fostering
inclusive growth,” Marcos said.

“That growth was of course inter-
rupted by the pandemic, and our
mvery ef‘ions this year have been

enged by soaring prices, suppl
chain bottlenecks anf.? ngeggg
litical conflict,” he said.

Marcos said the relaxing of COV-
ID-19 protocols like the wearing of
facemslrslsamgnof"beﬂernms,

Pe?.ﬁ: are breathing easier liter-
ally as the world ushers in a period
of moving forward with “guarded
normalcy” and ism.

He said three 1ssues - food secu-
rity, pandemic resilience and climate
change - have to be addressed “to
prevent a situation from becoming

Turn to Page 8

to new and emerging trade issues,
and as a laboratory for forward-
looking and responsive economic
a.nd trade policies,” Marcos said.
with the pri-
vahe sector are a centerpiece of the
transformation of the Philippine
economy. APEC's value and relevance
are its ability to work with business.”
Marcos also Jauded APEC econo-
mies for striking a balanm between
competition an:
PEC should alwa remain
cognizant of the raison d'¢tre of inter-
national economic cooperation. And

setting  wein APEC, I believe have, found that

very difficult balance to a very healthy
competition and yet very healthy co-
operation,” the President said.
“However the geopolitical cur-
rents that we must live with are
some things that we still need to be
concerned about. Because prosper-
and pro is only possible in
atywurld }:hagr:sast peace, because we
as nations of the world can never
achieve our fullest potential unless
we do it together,” he added.
Marcos was among the first batch
of speakers during the APEC CEO
Summit held at Aﬂt‘]:me I;;:}
here, Other speakers in the same
discussion were Robert Moritz, global
chairman of Pricew
and Klaus Schwab, founder and chair-
man of the World Economic Forum.
The 21 member-economies of APEC
account for about.85 percent of the
Philippines’ trade abroad and 82
percent of tourism flows into the
country. More than half or 60 percent
of Filipinos abroad are based in APEC
economies and contribute 68 percent of
the remittance sent to the Philippines.
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APEC CEO Summit: Leaders tuim
spotlight on climate, technolo

ORLD leaders descended on
Bangkok for the Asia-Pacific
Economic Cooperation
meetings, the last of the three major
summits in the region that have
seen discussions range from climate
change to the war in Ukraine and food

'mﬂation.

Thai Prime Minister Prayuth
Chan-Ocha opened proceedings
withaspeech to the CEO Summit
on Thursday morning, kicking
off three days of talks focused
onboosting econamic prosperity
and environmental sustainabil-
ity, Chinese President Xi Jinping
will give a speech and then con-
tinuewith face-to-face meerings
with several leaders including
Japanese Prime Minister Fu-
mio Kishida and New Zealand's
Jacinda Ardern.

There will be at least one no-
table absence from the Bangkok
meetings. US President Joe Biden
is heading back to the White
House for his granddaughter's

wedding Saturday and will be
represented by Vice President
Kamala Harris at APEC.

Key developments:

A SMALL crowd of protesters

gathered in the Asok area, near *

the convention center where the
APEC Leaders' Meetingissched-
uled to take place. Some dressed
up in dinosaur costumes, in a
symbolic dig at what they view
as Thailand's outdated and cal-
cified government.

One protester told the gather-
ing that they will march to the
convention center, intending to
show world leaders how the Thai
government has failed to address

long-standingeconomic and social
problems, The demonstrations
aretaking placeunderalarge po-
lice presence, with the Bangkok
Post reporting that more than
35,000 security personnel had
been deployed for the summit.

Vietnam president bats
forgreentechnology
THE world is changing in a “com-
plex and unpredictable way” and
technclogies that target net-zero
emissions will be the “strongest
dri'ver of FDYin the future,” Viet-
namese President Nguyen Xuan
Phucsaidat the APEC CEQ Summit
atatradeandinvestment session.
Many Vietnamese factories
have reduced production ot even
shut down as a result of supply
chainproblertsfrom the pandemic
and Ukraine war, Phuc saic. The
" Covid-19 pandemic showed the
“importance and indispensabil-
ity of digital-based business and
production,” he said.

Macron open to submarine

on vith Austraia
FRENCH President Emmanuel
Macron said his government was
stillopentorevisitingasubmarine

dealwith Australia. Theoptionfor

Australiatobuildtogether or pur-
chase French-made submarines
remained "on the table, although
there had been no indication yet
from Canberra that it was looking
to revisit the deal, be told a press
conference in Bangkok.

Macron met with Australian
Prime Minister Anthony Albanese
on the sidelines of the Group of 20
summit in Bali on Wednesdzy eve-
ning. While the French president
acknowledged they had discussed
thesubject, the Australians"haven't
decided to change strategy on that
subject” yet.

President Marcos urges greater
climate action g

PHILIPPINE President Ferdinand
Marcos Jr. called for stronggr ac-
tion on climate change, which he
described as the ‘most pressing ex-
istential" issue of all time. He told
the APECCEOQ Summit meeting that
‘notenough” progress has actually
been made to lower emissions.
Marcos also urged nations to
prioritize food security and to
investin pandemic preparedness.
He also said "the geopolitical cur-
Tents that we must live with are
something that we still need to
be concerned about.”

Tourism as engine o hai
qrowth

TOURISM will be the ‘engine
to drive” Thailand's economy in
2023 and beyond, Knbzarn Wat-
tanavrangkul, cha:rperson of
Kasikornbank Pcl, the nation’s
second-biggest banl hy assets,
said in a Bloomberg TV interview
on the sidelines of the \PEC CEQ
Summit.

The bank expects actel operz-
tors and other tourisn related
business customers t) recover
strongly as Thailand's travel in-
dustry rebounds from the Cov-
id-19 pandemic, Thailaad, where
tourism accounts for 12 percent

of gross domestic prodictanda  [Jaci

fifth of jobs, needs 1o diversify
its foreign tourist mark:t beyond
China to maintain the industry’s
long-term gwwth, Kobbarn said.

Environmental sustainé bility
akey APEC agenda

THAI Prime Minister Prayuth
Chan-Ocha said thewerl {was fac-
ing unprecedented et vironmen-
tal challenges and sustainability
would be the single most impor-
tant agenda for the AVE X leaders

summit this week.

Healso called upon the public

| and private sectors to cooperate
|on supporting s ability

initiatives, adding “we must en-
| sure that we leave no one behind
| on the path of development and
| growth.”

Prayuth urged APEC leaders

INLPM to meet with China's X

INEW ZEALAND Prime Minister

President XiJinping
lines of the APEC
it in Thailand, Stuff repor
without citing a source for the
nformation.

Arden had earlier said that
if a meeting were to take place
it would cover issues including
rade, climate change and areas
of differences, the media outlet
teported.

Withassistence fr

i, Pathom Samgweng
oudreau/Bioomberg.
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Chmate change causing 'economic

devastation' to PH,

By ELLSON A, QUISMORIO

A House leader has highlighted the
annual economic losses that the Phil-
ippines suffer from natural calamities,

. even as she c%ed on government and
~ stakeholders 1mrﬁedlate1?$ddress '

the issue of climate chaﬁge, £ ik

San Jose Del Monte Cuﬂmdxstnct
Rep. Florida "Rida" Robes said in a
privilege speech earlier this week that
" the country loses around $3.5 billion
yearly from natural calamities based
on World Bank (WB) estimates.

- “We can definitely feel the eco-
nomic devastation of climate change.
To illustrate , recently, [supe.t typhoon]
‘Karding alone destroyed at least P160
‘million worth bf high-value crops,”
‘Robes said.

She said no less than 5,239 Buiak- g

enos--1,571 families, including 1 M'}

_children and 231 senior citizens — were

~ displaced and forced to evacuate due to

the floods, whlm also cost: th%llves of

five Bulacan team rescuers.

~ "In the aftermath of super ;:yphoon

Karding, this representation would like

o to spark an lmuest dialogue to three
' mconvement—yet vital—truths that
- affect our nation and humanity as a

‘whole...The pressing and urgent need

to strengthen our policies on envi-

ronmental protection and adapting to

climate change,” noted Robes, who
chairs the House Committee on Good
Government and Public Aocountab;}xty

- Shesaid it is lamq m-
ing to - the Phxlib;&im!s in
‘terms of global metncs, ranked second
in the 2018 Climate Risk Index among
‘countries heavily affected by extreme

i Sa:’r

says ranking solon

‘weather events.

She said the Phlllppmes is a/so 11th
out of 180 nations in the 2020 Erwiron-
mental Performance Index (EP1).

Robes reckoned that climate change
is no longer imminent. “We are qlready

“in a state of climate emergen:y," she
?"_’Our President Ferdinand “Bong-

bong” Marcos Jr. addressed the UN
(United Nations) General Assemtly who
declared that the country is the fourth
most vulnerable country to climate
change...This injustice must be cor-
rected, and those who need to d» more
must act now,” she said.

Robes described the floods i;aused
by Karding in her home province of
B can as "unparalleled and zlarm-
‘ing". She said significant accas in
liguel, San Ildefonso, and San
IRafaeI—areas not typu:ally prone to
flooding—were engulfed in deep flood-
Wai:ers due to heavy rains.

A t'ﬂ:e ranking solon also ga:mi" honor
-‘to

five emergency responde.ts who
died while saving residents who were
stranded in a flood.
. Robes said the “Bulacan Ewe”
__George Agustin, Troy Justin Agustin,

°Marby Bartolome, Narciso Calayag Jr.

“and Jerson Resurreccion died “in the
line of duty and service to our conntry.”
She said they were ordinary men who
displayed extraordinary acts of service.

Robes has already filed two mea-

sures empowering emergency volun- |

ers with House Bill (HB) Nc.3584,
or the Emergency Volunteer Protec-
tion Act of 2022; and HB No.5550 or

- Magna Carta for Public Disaster Risk

and Emergency Responders.
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24, UN Day A Peace Par
the world’s most biodive
war among naval powars
Antonio Oposa gﬁ :
leaders to cooperate f
“While

Y

Pvemclent Francois Priollaud, University
of Sydney ecologist Ben Boer, Haub

Prof. Nicholas
Ra pmfeur for
Envrronment Daﬂd 'Boyd d Asia-

Pacific Centre for Environm Law
Director Lye Lin Heng. Also Filipino
musician Joey Ayala of Bagong Lumad,
Palawan Rgg Edward Hagedorn ag,d

and AM powers over the Sotith China
Sea. China claims the entire SCS via.
a "nme-clashlme tha}t pas: aﬂhe

and Vietnam ‘I‘he Umhed States, Great

Britain, France, Germany, Canada, -

Australia, Japan and India defend the
small countries from China’s
Oposa filed the non-adversarial

petition through Manila’s Deputy

Permanent Representative to the UN
Ariel Pefiaranda. It was transmitted
to Foreign Sec. Enrique Manalo for
endorsement to UN members. Or
citizens will be asked to sign in Southeast
Asia, China and worldwide.
‘China President Xi Jinping will be §1
a copy. As Chinese Communist Party

 chief, Xi declared last month to prioritize

environment protection, promote green
hﬁestyl&;andoomervemtumassodahst

ves. Lowexpﬁengas output fqm\

pﬂabgemhead.mga newglobalg{een
_industrial revolution.”

- “For peace on earth, we must have peace

: __'éfte!l’fxs ga the edg
B of Chinias m“sﬂm

the archipelagic tnangle com_pn@mg.the
I&nh%m Malaysu an quone sia..

2 Oposa s s:gnatu:e drive tirgets
hundreds of millions of youths
- worldwide. “The SCS'is not ours alone,
" but also for future generations,” he said.

with earth.”

Led by Oposa, Filipino youth j;ot the
Supreme Court to compel governnient to
clean up Manila Bay.

The petition:

“People’s Petition to the Umted
Nations for nations to unite. ‘\Ve will
have peace on Earth, when we have
peace with the Earth.’

“Seas of Asia—Thereisabody cf water |

west of the Pacific Ocean surrounced by |
~some Asian countries. Itis a crown jewel .

of the Earth’s natural heritage. This sea -
is the breeding ground and nursery of
tropical fish. Surrounding states claim
ownership of the sea. One wants all.
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~occupation of ei

“An Asia Marine Peace Park can
also be a moral, political initiative io
President F‘erdinand R. Marcos Jr.,”

former chief justice Hilario
Davide. “He can take it up with ASEAN
leaders and President Xi as a show of
friendship and good neighborliness.”
Manila in 2016 won international
arbitration at The Hague against China’s
t reefs and poaching
in the Philippine EEZ. Malaysia and
Indonesia use that victory to assert their
own EEZs; Vietnam contemplates similar

_ arbitration against China under the UN

Convention on the Law of the Sea.

A Peace Park can demilitarize the SCS,
akinto ﬁmembWemtheprmas,
Iraq and Kuwait, and outer space. Similar
too, to the 1961 treaty forbidding military
occupation, nuclear waste dumping and
environment degradation in Antarctica,
which is solely for scientific exploration
and study. In the 1990s, China’s first .
nﬁ;val expedition to the ice continent

thousands of pengums
ashore.

_'-Reseanches criticize Ch-l.r__ta. for
environment ruin. Marine life has

“How can wé own'sometting we
did not create, that has been there long;

 before we were born and will Ix: there
: longafterwearegone"'r}usmcausmg

serious tensions and of vinlence.
“Bonus Pater-Pam:ha . Nation-states
are the good fathers of humankind.

It is their duty to avoid tensions and

violence for their people. As gooﬁ

fathers, states care for Mother E

They must cooperate to preserve t}ue

precious crown jewel of the Earth'ﬂ'

miarine life.

“Cooperating, not competing -- ‘Rathek
than compete to take as much as yve can
from this sea, can we instead cooperate?
Can we preserve this of Earth’s
natural treasures? Can we do this in the

spirit of friendship, good neighboi liness

and cooperation? It will be good for the

‘whole world, for this generation and far

gen,etatlons yet unborn.
“We humbly plead for the corverned
mwmmmmm

Catch Sapol radio show, Saturdays, 8

to 10 a.m., dwlZ (882-AM). Follow ineon ‘

Facebook: https://tinyurl. meZ;:&km'B
. K

dmnwhgd 40 percent in Ecugdpn P pp—

1
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Climate Change threatens
PHL's economic growth

HAI Prime Mmlster Prayuth Chan-Ocha opened the CEO
l Summiit in Bangkok on Thursday saying the world is curren-
facmg unprecedented environmental challenges. Sustain-
ablhty e said, would bé the most important agenda for the APEC
leaders summit. “We must ensure that we leave no one behind on
the path of development and growth. No country can achieve its ob-
jectives alone. We inhabit the same earth he said.

In a speech at the same forum, President Marcos reiterated his call to ad-
dress climate change, citing the need for stronger action in relation to the °
Paris Agreement. The President lamented the fact that not enough progress
has actually been made to lower global emissions.

Climate change is a major risk to the Philippine economic development. T2 . '
World Bank and the Asian Development Bank said in a study that the Philip-
pines faces some of the highest disaster risk levels in the world, and these ar:
projected tointensifyastheclimate changes. The countryisespecially exposn=d
to tropical cyclones, flooding, and landslides.

Super Typhoon Odette, which struck the Philippines on December 16 arul
17, was the 15th storm to hit the countryin 2021 and was the strongest storm
last year. It swept through 11 of the country’s 17 regions, leaving a swathe ¢
destruction and forcing the government to declare a state of calamityin sixre-
gions. As of January 27, 2022, a total of 9.9 million people were affected acrost:
11regionsin9,500barangays. Around 144,000 displaced people werereportec.
in five regions, with 80,000 people staying in evacuation centers. A total o’
1,700,000 houses have been damaged, out of which 415,000 are destroyed.

In April 2022, tropical depression Agaton visited the country. It was awez}.
but deadly tropical cyclone thatledto the sinking of two ships. Majorlandslides
pushed mud over villages in Leyte, burying around 210 houses. The National
DisasterRisk Reductionand Management Council (NDRRMC) hasreported 214
deaths, 132 missing, and 8 people injured. Damage to agriculture was placed
at P3.27 billion, and infrastructure damage was estimated at P1.45 billion.

Severe Tropical Storm Paeng hit the country in October. It was one of
the most destructive tropical cyclones that pounded the Philippines this
year. Paeng’s devastation shocked the country, including President Marcos
who questioned the 51 casualties in Maguindanao, saying it was “a little
too high.” Damage to agriculture and infrastructure was estimated at more
than P11 bdhon
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The NDRRMC placed Paeng’s damage to agriculture at P6. IQbiﬂrim in the ‘
Tocos, Cagayan Valley, Central Luzon, Calabarzon, Mimaropa, Bicol, Western
Visayas, Zamboanga Peninsula, Northern Mindanao, Bangsamoro Autiio- - |
mous Regionin Mus}il:l:xl ﬁlinﬂa%m, and the Cordillera regions. About 144 682
farmers and fisherfolk were affected by the tropical cyclone. Infrastructare |
damage was estimated at P5.05 billion in the Ilocos region, Cagayan Vzlley,
Central Luzon, Calabarzon, Mimaropa, Bicol, Western Visayas, Central Visayras, |
Northern Mindanao, Davao region, Soccsksargen, BARMM, and Cordillsra.
Damaged houseswereputat53,906—47,988 were classified as “partially diim- ‘

aged” and 5,108 were categonzed as “totally damaged”. The total number of
verified deaths from the tropica cyclonewasl!Z’? wbﬂethenumberoft}ose ‘
injured reached 146. © - ‘

These are just three tropical storms that recently mxted the countrjr but
they already set usbaekbﬂlians ofpesos in damages to agriculture an¢ in- ‘
frastructure.

Awelcome development at COP27 The Group of Seven leading econcrnies |
launched a new insurance system on Monday to provide swift financialaidto |
countries hit by the devastating effects of climate change. The so-called Clobal ‘
Shield is backed by the V20 group of 58 climate-vulnerable nations and will
initially receive more than 200 million euros in funding, mostly from Jer-
many. Initial recipients include the Philippines, Bangladesh, Costa Rica, Fiji,

Ghana, Pakistan and Senegal.
Let's hope that rich nations, including the United States; will resclbre at

COP27 the issue of “loss and damage” being pressed by poor nations that are
seeking financial aid for the damages brought about by typhoons, floods and |
other devastating effects of global warming. :
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Blah blah blah

My cousin texted me, “Hindi.kayo
- ng—usa (you are not alone)” after
massive flooding and devastation of
Severe Tropical Storm Paeng,
My cousin lives just outside of
Sydney and they have been getting
‘record rainfall since earlier this year
that has caused widespread flooding,
destroying homes, stranding residents
' on rooftops until rescuers came in
thopt:ers to pluck them to safety and
g Eeaple to walk in wm#sgieep

'mg}ptmww

mﬁdlw?aﬂy
en achi that two-

week conference/ gabfest beyond aLarms
again bemg sounded, calls for action
issued in -so-eloquent terms?

The big polluters, the giant greenhouse
gas emitters have not and are atnL axg
owning up to their responsibilit/
certainly do not seem anywhere near-

‘willing to take concrete actions tc stop

the pnllutlon and to help the pooﬂ*

developing nations made to suffer the
climate e of their actions.
This is the 27th edition of the UN

- Climate Conference; theﬁtstmslﬁ&

e in Berlin in 1995, ayma&ezﬁwlm
Framework on Climate

entered
into force. Oh yes, targets have teen

alI of us, blah blah blah won“t solve the
Cne';
- COCO STA. MARIA, C.wwe

‘commitments made -- all -

qu for sure — mttw daof
1@‘wyt’em hieve mp
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PRIME . INFRASTRUCTURE
Capital, Inc. is looking at addi-
tional gas fields within its 0-

" ration service contract with
government to possibly supply
the needs of power plants, its top
official said.

Prime Infra President and Chief
Executive Guillaume Lucci in a
media briefing on Thursday that
the company had taken over the
Malampaya gas-to-power project
on Nov. 1and that it had submitted
awork program to the Department
of Energy for a license extension.,

“The work program is consis-
tentwith the Pprevious statements
that we made, wh1ch is, we are
going to do the necessary to ex-
tract as much gas as we can from
Service Contract 38,” he said.

e

He said Malampaya’s un-
- tapped potential is a combina-
tion of _extracting within the
same field as well as lookmg at
additional fields within the ser-
vice contract.

field’s supply is expected to be

depleted by 2027. i
i _- “Res&assured that we are fa—

cused on producmg as much g‘ﬁs %

as we can to sustain the needs of
the y%omwer plants,” Mr. Luccl said.

+‘;u

et

tion for its hceﬂgmhxtenmnn =
“We are ver%onﬂdent that

" power plants will ‘utilize indig-

enous gas before imperted LNG
(hqumed petmleum gas), *”he
said.

Mr. Lueci s:-ud that Prum?ln—
fra is also targetmg to spend upi '
to P55 billion on energy, ‘water,
waste management, and other*

“There will be a number of
wells drilled. We think two op-
erational wells as well as one
exploratory well, at least. So
probably two to three wells,” Mr.
Lucci said.

projects. He said that the firm i is
well-positioned to build projects
that support the country’s “ur-
gent needs”

“We need about, give or take,
P50 [billion] to P55 billion of eq-
uity to support our projects,” Mr.
Lucci said.

According to the Energy de-
partment, the Malampaya gas
field off the coast of Palawan is-
land is the biggest commercial
gas discovery in the Philippines
to date.

Prime Infra, a company led by
businessman Enrique K. Razon,
Jr., became the operator of the
Malampaya project after it ac-
quired the stake previously held
by Shell Philippines Exploration
BV. — Ashley Erika O. Jose

e ————m—

5W FILEPHOTO

e Infra, through its sub-
is the operator of SC 38
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Republic af the Phil&ppmes
i Department of Environment and Natural Resourcss
COMMUN !ENV]RONMENT AND NATLLRAL RESOUROES

. NOTIGE
% Notice is hereby given that the Community Environment and
Natural Resources Office at Ca[aw, Batangas-will accept oral or written
bids not later than et 20 008000 s, forthe lcase forlndustnall’mi
purposes of the tract of land herein below dewnbed

Location. ~ : Brgy. PuungBato Calaca, Batanga:.
Descripion  : Miscellancous Lease Application No. (}41007-6
Area ! 'i'9,'83'] sqm. :
Applied forby : ; Calaca Industrial Seaport Corp.

. represented by Mr. Ramson E, Llanto

: ?beng}twleaseﬁiehndwﬂlbemdedmmepawnmfmngtm
highestannual rental, which shall niot be less than three per centum (3%) of
ﬂrevahzeofiandplusmepacentum{l%}uftbcvahw ofthe proposed and

-foremmg improvements. In order that a person may be entitled to
‘participate in & bidding, he must be a qualified public land applicant, and
must, before the con . '.ofﬂ:cs@mefmkeadeposmfe@miem
to three (3) m:;thsm tal. Only deposit in cash, money order treasury
warrant, cerfified checks, cashier's check or manager’s check can be
w&&mbﬁ&whw@umoﬁmﬂwwwwma
duly executed power of attorney. During the bidding, the bidder has to

.make an additional it evr:ry time his bxd is raised, to nomplene the
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