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CSh
affirms
DENR, K4
accord

THE Civil Service Com-
mission (CSC) hasissued
a certificate of registra-
tion for the three-year
Collective Negotiation
Agreement (CNA) be-
the management
of the Department of En-
vironment and Natural
Resources (DENR) and
the Kalipunan ng mga
Kawani saKagawaranng
1;4’ aﬁt(l}( < gnized
isa reco
soleand exc[zsive negoti-
ating representative of all
D rank-and-file em-
lo across 16 regions
gatry::?vide. It recegilved
the CNA registration cer-
tificate from the CSC on
October 24 at the DENR
Central Office in Quezon
City.
chof the 16chaph=i;rs
of K4 was represented
thepresiderr?gaftheDENK
Employees’ Union in the
regional offices and bu-
reaus. :

The conferment of the
registration certificate
comes after the evaluation
and review of the CNA

ursuant to Executive

rder No. 180 or the
Amended RulesandReg—
ulations Governing the
Exercise of the Rlﬁ} t of
Government Employees
to ize,
In line with this, the
DENR said it will contin-
ue to foster its relation-
ship with the rank-and-
file employees being the
lifeblood of the organiza-
tion.

The CNA which was
signed in June will be
binding until 2025,

Major a ents in
the CNA include the rep-
resentation of employees
in varigus committees

their welfare
andbeneEts,mdtheoom-
mitment of management
to provide facilities, pro-
grams, and activities that
will hel respond to the
needs ulfa special groups,
such as persons with dPJ.:
abilities, p t wom-
en and of the
LGBTQIA+ community.
: dOIherhoagmem‘ ents in-
clude a pro;
that employecs’ will be
able to access through
various DENR offices na-
tionwide; health and well-

cal services; leammg‘ and
development and schol-
arship Pprograms to sup-
e e
men - emy ;|
and the CNA Tp i

ceml;:rgnlm d:lﬁom _’
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mga pagawaan, kabahayan
: at mga sakahan.

Alam naman n, n na tu-

a8 ) mataas ang guma tu-

>4 . big kapag pumasok na ang

é K n “ber months” sa bansa lalo

SANHI ng direktang pag-
daan ni Typhoon Paeng
(Nalgae) sa mga lalawigan
ng Rizal at Bulacan kama-
kailan na nagbuhos ng ma-
lalakas na pag-ulan, umak-
yat ng 20.38 meters ang an-
tas ng tubig sa Angat dam
na umabot sa 200.38 me-
ters, bagamat kapos pa ng
11.62 meters para maabot
ang normal water level na
212 meters.

Pero kahit nasa “operatio-
nal level” lang ang dam, nag-
pasya ang National Water Re-
sources Board na itaas sa 48
cubic meters per second
(cms) mula sa dating 46 cms

lamang ang alokasyon ng tu-
big para sa Metropolitan Wa-
terworks and Sewerage Sys-
tem na siyang nangangasiwa
sa water concessionaires na
Manila Water Company, Inc.
at Maynilad Water Services,

Inc., may mga kababayan tu-
loy tayong nagtaka sa hak-

bang na ito ng water regulato-
1y agency.

Ika nga nila, wala pa nga
sa normal level, mas mara-
mngb.bug paang lalabas buhat

sa nasabing dam.

Sa programang “Health &

Traveél @ Serbisyo Publiko”
nitong November 10, 2022 ay
sinagot ni NWRB Executive
Director Dr. Sevillo David, Jr.
ang katanungan ng mga kaba-
bayan natin.

Wala umanong dapat na
ikabahala ang mga nasa Grea-
ter Manila Area (GMA) sa iti-
naas na buga ng tubig para sa
dalawang water concessio-
naires dahilito'y tugon ng ahen-
sya sa kahilingan ng MWSS
mismo para maging supis-
yente ang suplay ng tubig sa

mi ng mga gumaga @na
ngangailangan dahil sa mata-

ng Phi-
lippine Atmnspherfc Geophy-
sical and Astronomical Servi-
ces Administration na dala-
wang bagyo pa ang inaas
hang mabubuo at papaso
ating area of responsi

te, Laguna at leal 1
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2022 Miss Earth candidates pledge

support for biodiversity conservation

By JoNATHAN L. MAYUGA
¥ @jonlmayuga

ANDIDATES for the Miss
C Earth 2022 competition

are adding to the growing
voice for the conservation of bio-
logical diversity.

Miss Earth Foundation Consul-
tant Catherine Vital said Miss Earth
will endeavor to use the platform to
educate the public on the impacts of
different issues affecting ecological
balance, including habitat destruc-
tion and wildlife trafficking.

“To our delegates, may this event
set the tone of your Miss Earth jour-
ney here in the Philippines,” Vital
said. “Let’s join forces to become the
voiceof thevoiceless and the hope of
Miss Earth’s fauna.”

The contestants, all 89, were

welcomed with music and dance
from “Banda Kawayan,” a group
which was originally formedin the
1970s and became popular as they
play musical instruments made
from bamboo.

The pre-pageant event was or-
ganized by the Asean Centre for

Biodiversity (ACB), an Association.

of Southeast Asian Nations (Asean)
body thatalsoimplementsthe Asean
Heritage Parks Program (AHP),
which seeks to protect and conserve
biodiversity through the Protected
Area system.

The Philippines is host to AHPs,
including Mount Makiling in the
Province of Laguna, which is host
to the ACB’s headquarters in the
Philippines.

Organizers of the event gave the
contestants basic knowledge about

biodiversity, the global threats they
are facing and the need to educate
the world about their importance.

Being Asean’s response to biodi-
versityloss, the ACBhasbeenimple-
mqntmg communication, education
and public awareness (CEPA) activi-
ties that aim to convey the impor-
tanceofbiodiversity.

In 2021, the ACB launched
“#WeAreASEANBiodiversity: Our
Home, Our Lives, Our Stories” as
aregional campaign for biodiver-
sity. The regional campaignaligns
with Asean’s vision of “2025: Forg-
ing Ahead Together,” in encourag-
in‘; key actors to take a more ac-
tive role in the sustainable use of
anlogn:aI resources.

As the campaign aims to call for
each and everyone’s earnest partici-
pation in promoting the importance .

of nature, the ACB collaborated with
prominent media personalities and
influencersfrom theregionwhohave
volunteered to share their voices to
amplify the regional call for an in-
tegrated and whole-of-community
approach in biodiversity protection
among wider local, national and re-
gional audiences.

Thus, the ACB is collaborat-
ing with Miss Barth Foundation
to scale-up its efforts in promot-
ing nature as an important part
of the solution. As a premiere in-
ternational pageant that aims to
promote environmental aware-
ness through public engagements,
environmentally-sound activities,
youth oriented learning sessions,
fashion shows, tours and mass
media promotions, it is envisioned
thatthe partne rshlp betwe en Miss

Earth and the ACB will amplify the
collective advocacy of promoting
the values of biodiversity to a wide
range of audience worldwide.

This year’s Miss Earth theme is
“ME loves fauna,” highlighting the
importanceof conservingtheworld’s
animalspecies. Hence, thiseventwill
setthetoneforotherpre-pageantac-
tivities by raising awareness among
the beauty queens on the values of
biodiversity or the web of life and
the need for immediate action for
its conservation and sustainable
management. -

“To be able to safeguard and
conserve our web of life, we :izd to
scale up our efforts in encouraging
more people to act for nature and to
set things right,” ACB Executive Di-
rector Theresa Mundita S. Lim said

through a video.
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Open, connect, balance. PH's APEC
ties revitalized in leaders’ meeting

rom the Association of Southeast Asian
Nations (ASEAN) summits in Cambodia,
President Ferdinand R. Marcos, Jr. proceeds
to participate in his first-ever Asia-Pacific
Economic Cooperation (APEC) Economic Leaders
Meeting in Bangkok, Thailand on Nov. 16-19, 2022
with the upbeat theme: Open. Connect. Balance.

“Open to all opportunities” underlines the Covid

recovery scenario. APEC is well-poised to provide
propulsion in jump-starting the resumption of open
trade and investment, enhancing the business envi-
ronment, advancing regional economic integration,
and advancing regional economic cooperation by
leveraging on digital acceleration and technology-
driven innovation,

“Connect” is the most urgent imperative. APEC’s
major challenge is to restore connectivity by resum-
ing safe and seamless cross-border travel. This
will reinvigorate the tourism and services sectors,
facilitate business mobility and increase investments
in health security.

“Balance” is the third focal point. The Asia-
Pacific region has been “unbalanced” during the
past two years. APEC’s member-economies have
become more vulnerable to shocks. The harmful
effects of global inequality and continuing climate
change have become even more glaring. Hence,
inclusivity and sustainability have risen to the top
of the APEC agenda.

Home to more than 2.9 billion people and mak-
ing up 60 percent of global gross domestic product,
APEC’s significance in the global economy could not
be overemphasized.

As President Marcos makes his debut on the
APEC stage, he will propose forward pathways on
tackling challenges on food security, energy, and
climate change.

Since becoming president, he has highlighted
the primacy of ensuring domestic food sufficiency in
light of disruptions in the global supply chains. Ac-
cording to the Department of Foreign Affairs (DFA),
Marcos will call for the need to "future proof" the re-
gion in responding to disruptions around the world.

Climate change is also at the forefront of his
agenda, considering that the Philippines is one of
the leading climate-vulnerable countries (CVCs) that
bear the brunt of destructive typhoons and floods.
While the APEC member-countries may have reaf-
firmed their commitment to COP 27, the Conference
of the Parties of the United Nations Climate Change
Conference in Sharm El Sheikh, Egypt, it is hoped
that climate change concerns will be given adequate
consideration in Bangkok. Significantly, there seems
to be forward movement on fulfilling the commit-
ment to provide compensatory relief assistance to
CVCs like the Philippines.

On the whole, APEC initiatives enable the Phil-
ippines to enhance the competitiveness of domestic
producers and sectors. These opportunities could
be optimized by upgrading domestichacilities and
aligning domestic regulations to meet global stan-
dards. These include behind-the-border barriers
that limit the flow of goods and services and expand
the coverage of businesses to overseas markets.
Trade agreements in APEC also hel p firms gain
access to cheaper inputs and more advanced tech-
nologies, which foster competition and increased
productivity and growth.

Finally, President Marcos will also be meeting
with the Filipino community in Thailand, numbering
less than 20,000, but composed mainly of profes-
sionals who are able to contribute to the strength-
ening of people-to-people ties between Thais and
Filipinos. |
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Fruitful gab. President Marcos Jr. and
Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau
see deeper relations and more coopera-
tion between the Philippines and Canada.

PHOTO FROM OPS FB PAGE

1

PH, Canada vow
closer, stronger ties

Trudeau welcomes new Ma

BY JOCELYN MONTEMAYOR

PRESIDENT Marcos Jr. and
Canadian Prime Minister Jus-
tin Trudeau yesterday vowed to
deepen bilateral relations and to
work together in more areas of
cooperation, such as economy and

climate change.

Marcos and Trudeau met on the
sidelines of the Association of
Southeast Asian Nations Summit
and Related Summits in Phnom
Penh, Cambodia where leaders of
the regional group and dialogue
partners discussed regional ﬁzd
global issues that confront the
world like climate change and the

rcos leadership

post-pandemic economic recovery,
among others.

Trudeau foresees a “tremendous
opportunity” for the Philippines
and Canada to work togethet un-
der the new leadership of Marcos
and said he is looking forward tc

See TRUDEAU > Page B:
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to exploring and doing just that.

“We have some very strong Philippine Canadian
members of parliament and members of my team
who are very happy that we're able to launch a new
area in our friendship and our partnership and I'm
very much looking forward to it,” he said.

He said the Philippines and Canada can collaborate
to strengthen economic cooperation, stand up for
women’s opportunities, protect human rights, fight
climate change and further deepen people-to-
people ties.

Marcos acknowledged this, saying the integration of
Filipinos in Canada serves as a strong foundation
for Philippine-Canada relations.

“They all seem to have become part of the
workforce, become part of society. They have found
their place and they have been given that place by
the Canadians, and for that, they are grateful, and
we are grateful. And | think it is — it serves as a very
good foundation for whatever else that we feel that
we can do together,” he said.

There are over 900,000 Filipinos working and living
in Canada.

Marcos thanked Canada and its people for the
warmth and kindness they have shown the Filipino
community.

During the Asean-Canada Commemorative Summit
last Saturday, Maracos welcomed Canada’s
continued support for Asean initiatives for the
welfare of women such as the implementation of
the Asean Regional Plan of Action on Women,
Peace and Security (WPS), which aims to support
the upskilling of women and empowering women
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entrepreneurship, particularly through micro, small
and medium enterprises (MSMEs).

Marcos also welcomed Canada’s support for the
Triangle in Asean project, which promotes fair
migration across the region and labor mobility
across the region along with the improvement of
working conditions and labor protection policies,
particularly for low-paid migrant workers.

SOLVING CONFLICTS

Earlier in the day, the President emphasized the
importance of “finding resolutions rather than
inciting conflicts” amid disagreements in different
issues and parts of the world along with the urgency
of acting “decisively and immediately” on pressing
global issues such as climate change and food
security.

The President raised these concerns during the
different fora and related meetings over the
weekend, including the East Asian Summit
yesterday, a social media posts by the Office of the
Press Secretary said.

“The Chief Executive highlights the moral and legal
responsibility to work towards finding resolutions
rather than inciting conflicts as requisite for peaceful
coexistence and friendly cooperation inscribed in
the Treaty of Amity and Cooperation in Southeast
Asia. He reiterates the need for food self-sufficiency
in the Region to increase resilience in the face of
threats to the global supply chain, and calls on the
EAS Partners to support the Asean Centre for
Biodiversity geared towards climate action,” the
OPS said on its Facebook page.

The President attended the 17th East Asia Summit
in Phnom Penh yesterday morning. Other

attendees include the leaders of Brunei
Darussalam, Cambodia, Indonesia, Lao People’s
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Democratic Republic, Malaysia, Myanmar,
Philippines, Singapore, Thailand and Vietnam.

Also present were United States President.Joe |
Biden, New Zealand Prime Minister Jacinda Kate
Ardern, Japanese Prime Minister Fumio Kishida,
India Vice President Jagdeep Dhankhar, South |
Korea President Yoon Suk Yeol, Australia Prime |
Minister Anthony Norman Albanese and Chinese |
Premier Li Kegiang. -

During the event, Marcos said the Russia- Ukrame: 'f
conflict should stop and all stakeholders must resqrt.
to diplomacy, with the Asean doing its share to help -
in the diplomatic-process. L

“My comment about Ukraine is, the war should end
and all stakeholders should talk as soon as P
possible. And Asean should do all it can to help,” _1‘_e--f:
said.

H ’ .

The President also raised the dispute in the South -
China Sea by insisting that all concerned parties | f-
should adhere to the rules-based order-and follow{ :
international law. o

In an interview with some reporters on the sidelings
of the Summit, he emphasized the need to abide oy
internationally accepted laws such as the United © -
Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea
(UNCLOS).

“Because the trade that passes through the South
China Sea is very important, not just for Asia but 1qr_a_.
the whole world. So, it is necessary, it is important
that there should be no trouble in the region,” he | -
said. i

¥
H

i i i

Before the meetin'g: Marcos talked about the nee
for-a new and binding code of conduct between |
Asean and China. Severai Asean member countr jesj._
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have overlapping maritime territorial claims with
China, which is claiming aimost the entire South
China Sea.

The Declaration on the Conduct of Parties in the
South China Sea (DOC), which has been
implemented for the past 20 years, helps to

maintain peace and stab!hty in the disputed waters! :

Marcos said the South China Sea should be tumedﬁ- '

into a “sea of peace, security, stability and

prosperity” instead of an area of armed conflict or

geopolitical discord.

“Lef us be guided by the universal principles of

peaceful coexistence and friendly cooperationas |
laid out in the Treaty of Amity and Cooperationin | -
Southeast Asia. As High Contracting: Parties to the:

Treaty, we have a moral and legal obligation to

work towards finding resolutions and not resort to

inciting confiicts. That path leads us only to
perdition,” he said.

China, during the EAS, expressed readiness to
work with Asean countries to uphold peace and
stability in the South China Sea and keep the

international shipping lanes. open and unimpeded

for the good and commeon development of all
countries.

Marcos alse urged his fellow leaders to continue

engaging Myanmar stakeholders and to push for L

the urgent 1mplementat;on of the Five-Point
Consensus reached in Jakarta during the:-Asean
Leaders’ Mesting in April 2021.

He also emphasized the importance of sustaining ©
the dialogue and engagements between concernecj:

parties to attain lasting peace and stability in a

_denuclearlzed Korean Penmsuia
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FOOD, CLIMATE CHANGE

The President also urged world
leaders to “act decisively and
immediately” on pressing global
issues such as climate change and
food security.

“Our people look to their lead-
€ts, to us, to correctly navigate the
uncertain waters of this new world.
Our partnerships will make us
strong. Our partnerships will give
us wisdom. The future awaits,”
Marcos said.

Marcos also emphasized the
need to build on and improve ex-
isting strategies towards a holistic
and green sustainable development
to ensure environmentally-sound
€conomic progress.

“It has become glaringly clear
that there is a dire need to strength-
en food security towards self-
sufficiency in our region, to increase
adaptability and resilience in the
face of threats to the global supply
chain. It is incumbent upon us, for
our sake and that of future genera-
tions, to act decisively and immedi-
ately on climate change,” he said.

The President reiterated the Phil-
ippines support calls to sustain ef-
forts to promote women’s econom-
ic empowetment, strengthen energy
security, and promote volunteerism
for sustainable development.

He also expressed support and
said that he looks forward to work-
ing closely together with Indone-
sia, the incoming Asean chair for
2023, in continuing community-
building efforts.

After the meeting, the lead-
ers also attended the Asean and
Dialogue Partners “Asean Global
Dialogue” whete the Philippines
pushed for the development of
the Declaration of the Digital
Transformation of Education
Systems in Asean to ensure that
the youth and peoples of Asean
will be equipped with the relevant
skills, competencies and values in
addressing the challenges of the
changing and modern world.

The President also pushed for
“re-skilling and upskilling of
micro, small and medium enter-
prises (MSMEs) in digital trade
and technologies for wider trade
opportunities.”

He also urged fellow leaders to

support the fast conclusion of J.he
Global Goal on Adaptation work
program in responding to climate
change.
He likewise shared how the P! 1
ippines is handling the effects
impact of regional concerns su
as the Russia-Ukraine conflict
the devastating effects of na
calamities with the help of his
administration’s Medium-Ter
Fiscal Program and the upcom-
ing Philippine Development Plas
(PDP) 2023-2028. J
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- PBBM asks world leaders to act
on food security, climate change

By RYAN PONCE
PACPACO

PRESIDENT Ferdinand
R. Marcos Jr. on Sunday
rallied world leaders to
“act decisively and im-
mediately” on pressing
global issues, primaril

climate change and foo.

security.

“It has become ing-
ly clear that there is a dire
need to strengthen food
security towards self-suf-
ficiency in our re]Exory to
increase adaptab
resilience in the face of
threats to the'global supply
chain,” the President point-

ed out,

“It is incumbent upon
us, for our sake and that of

“Ourpeoplelook to their
leaders, to us, to correctly
navigate the uncertain wa-
ters of this new world. Our
parmerships will make us
strong. Our partnerships
will give us wisdom.
future awaits,” President
Marcos told leaders in his
intenventionduﬁngthe 17th
East Asia Summit.

The President made the

decisiv
: cos said.
ility and
for EA!

future §eneraﬁons, to act
ely and immediate-
ly on climate change,” Mar-

The Philippines, Marcos
said, exg:resses ifs support
initiatives, espe-

cially on promoting wom- with
en’s economic empower- |
ment, strengthenin;
security, and promoting
volunteerism for sustain-

call in front of world lead-
ers, which included Chinese
Premier LiKegiang, USPres-
ident Joe BRiden, New
Zealand Prime Minister
Jacinda Kate Ardern, Japa-
nese Prime Minister Fumio
Kishida, India Vice Presi-
dent Jagdee Dhankhar,
South Korea President Yoon
Sukyeol and Australia
Prime Minister Anthony

Norman Albanese.

Moving towards the'
post-pandemic economic
recovery, \the chief execu-
tive said|stakeholders in
ASEAN and East Asia
must build on and improve
existing strategies towards
holistic and green, and sus-
tainable development to
ensure environmentally-
sound economic progress.

able development - ail
consistent with the EAS
objectives as a leader/s-led

forum on'strategic issues.

g ene

forts.

The Philippine leader
also looked {
workin closely together

onesia, the incom-

orward to

ing ASEAN Chair for the
year 2023, in continuint'g
community-building ef-

== e
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Climate change

We have been hearing a lot about climate change being
blamed for more killer typhoons and rising sea level. It seems,
our planet Earth is becoming warmer and may eventually
become too warm for humans to survive.

Much of the blame is on the use of fossil fuels, petroleum
and coal, that powered the growth of the industrial economies.
Global fossil fuel emissions will probably reach record highs
this year and not show signs of declining.

Countries like ours are responsible for only a tiny bit of
the global warming gasses spewed into the atmosphere, but
suffer the consequences most.

An international conference is regu-
larly held to talk about how to deal with
global warming. The rich industrial
economies have promised to help Third
World countries cope with the impact of
climate change. But it has been mostly
talk since the first climate change agree-
ment was signed in Paris.

The Paris agreement is supposed to
_ be a legally binding international treaty

gy on climate change. It was adopted by

196 Parties at COP 21 in Paris on Dec.

w 12, 2015 and entered into force on Nov.

4, 2016.

The agreement was supposed to limit

global warming to below two degrees, preferably to 1.5 de-

Celsius, compared to pre-industrial levels. Countries

must aim to limit greenhouse gas emissions to achieve a
climate neutral world by 2050.

The talking continues. This time the 27th Conference of
the Parties (COP) of the UNFCC (United Nations Framework
Convention on Climate Change) is ongoing in Sharm El
Sheikh, a resort town in Egypt. Hopefully, something hap-
pens to help us cope.

We just had a few strong typhoons that destroyed agricul-
tural produce, infrastructure, and killed a number of people.
The Philippines is the third most vulnerable country to climate
change, according to a 2017 world risk report. We suspected
as much out of experience.

DEMAND
AND
SUPPLY

&- 4

Climate change is making WMOM wetter, windier, and
more intense. As the storms travel across warm oceans,
they pull in more water vapor and heat. That means stron-
ger wind, heavier rainfall, and more flooding when the
storms hit land.

There is also evidence that climate change is causing storms
to travel more slowly, meaning can dump more water in
one place. Typhoon Ondoy in 2009 and Typhoon Paeng last
month, for example.

The impact of climate change in the Philippines are im-
mense, including: annual losses in GDF, changes in rainfall
patterns and distribution, droughts, threats to biodiversity
and food security, sea level rise, public health risks, and en-
dangerment of vulnerable groups.

No wonder Congress passed Republic Act 9729, which
created a Climate Change Commission. It now has a database
known as the National Integrated Climate Change Database
Information and Exchange System (NICCDIES) that tells us
how badly we are affected.

In the meantime, there is this assessment report that says
climate change will create new poor people between now
and 2100, as if we need to have more. Poverty breeds disaster
vulnerability, after all. !

There will be major changes in rainfall patterns and dis-
tribution. Extreme rainfall is expected to increase with global
warming by about now.

We will also have more intense periods of droughts. Global
warming exacerbates the effects of El Nifio, the most recent
of which was experienced in the country from 2015 to 2016.

There will also be threats to natural ecosystems. There
will be loss of coral. The 2016 Low Carbon Monitor Report
foresees that 98 percent of coral reefs in Southeast Asia will
die by 2050, practically an extinction by the end of the century
if current global warming trends continue.

By 2051 to 2060, the maximum fish catch potential of Philip-
pine seas will decrease by as much as 50 percent compared to
2001-2010 levels. Just now, it was announced we are importing

25,000 metric tons of frozen fish, including galur:ﬁgong.

The Department of Agriculture estimated that 413,456
farmers have been directly by El Nifio-associated

droughts and dry spells.
Our rice yields will decline. An analysis of temperature

trends and irrigated field experiments at the International
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Rice Research Institute shows that grdin yield decreased Ily )
at least 10 percent for each 1°C increase in growing-season |
minimum temperature in the dry season.

A decline in mango production by four percent was re-
ported by the Philippine Statistics Authority (PSA) this year.

Climate change also causes sea level to rise. Observed
sea level rise is remarkably highest at 60 centimeters in the
Philippines, about three times that of the global average of
19 centimeters.

This puts at risk 60 percent of LGUs covering 64 coastal p
inces, 822 coastal municipalities, 25 major coastal cities, and @
estimated 13.6 million Filipinos that will need relocation.

Water scarcity is already one of our major problems arising
from rapid urbanization. Climate change is pushing it to crisis
level. A study by the World Resources Institute predicts that the
Philippines will experience a ‘high’ degree of water shortage by

the year 2040.

The country ranked 57th as the most water stressed coun-
try in 2040 out of 167 countries. The sector that will bear the
biunt of water shortage by that year is agriculture, a major
component of the country’s economy and which currently
employs most of the country’s workforce. :

Of course, Metro Manila’s 20 million plus population is
very vulnerable to a water shortage. It is over 90 percent%:-
pendent on Angat Dam and previous droughts caused the
dam’s water to go near critical level.

Where do we go from here? Our DENR Secretary is a we¢ id
class expert on climate change. If she is given proper political
support, she should be able to do much to contain the ab
of our environment from politicians and other vested inte

But a big problem is energy. We are now largely depen:
on coal. We need a credible program that shifts our de
dence from coal to renewable energy sources.

Problem is financing the transition to clean energy.
World Economic Forum observed that developing countries
need assistance to fund technology transfer to enable rapid,
wide-scale development and deployment of renewable en
infrastructure.

So far, it is still all talk... our poor grandchildren!

Boo Chanco’s email address is bchanco@gmail.com. Follow
him on Twitter @boochanco ]

Follow me on twitter @boochanco




AND

By Imelda Abafio
@iabano

SHARM EL-SHEIKH, EGYPT—
As leaders from 196 countries
wrap up this week the United
Nations global climate nego-
tiations, many issues are still

with devastating floods, fiercer
typhoons, widespread defor-
estation, rising temperatures,
droughts and other catastroph-
ic climate impacts.

The first week of the 27th
Conference of Parties (COP27)
to the United Nations Frame-
work Convention on Climate
Change started with a flurry of
promises and announcements
from government leaders to
step up efforts to curb green-
house gas emissions and help
poor countries adapt to climate
crisis.

In the coming days, the Phil-
ippines and other climate-vul-
nerable countries will step
up their demands for finance
mechanism with the creation of
a loss and damage finance facil-
ity that has been adopted in the
conference agenda.

But so far, only these coun-
tries have pledged loss and
damage finance—$2.5 million
from Belgium, $50 million from
Austria, $12 million from New
Zealand, $18 million from Can-
ada, and $10 million from Ire-
land.

United States President
Joe Biden also announced new
funding initiatives, including
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Demands of .
climate finance
pushed in COP27

~ homestretch

$100 million for climate adapta-
tion and $150 million for disas-
ter emergency response across
Africa.

The United States is one
of the largest greenhouse gas
emitters, along with China, In-
dia and South Africa.

Climate justice
Perhaps this year, more
than ever, negotiators haggling
over the deal in conference
rooms at this small Egyptian
resort city know their decision

will be watched closely by civil |

society groups and climate ac-
tivists.

Yeb Safio, Greenpeace
Southeast Asia executive di-
rector, told the Inquirer: “This
is game on for agreeing [to] the
loss and damage finance facility
o urgently needed to support
climate justice for developing
countries, particularly the most
impacted....The fight is far from
over.”

He added: “The blatant at-
tempt of rich countries to push
this item off the agenda of the
COP27 table gives us a hint of
somie of the delay and diversion
tactics that can be anticipated
ahead.”

Safo, a former Philippine
climate commissioner and ne-
gotiator in the conference, said
countries must insist on the
formation of a dedicated loss
and damage finance facility to
collect and distribute compen-
sation money to worst-hit na-
tions coping with unavoidable
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MAKE THEM PAY Filipino environmental activists outside
COP27 hold a protest rally against wealthy nations and other
“fossil fuel polluters.” —IMELDA ABARO

impacts of the climate crisis.

“Countries like the Philip-
pines now live in an era where
the limits for adaptation have
been realized, ..[which is why]
wealthy countries must pay
their fair share for a crisis they
are most responsible for caus-
ing. The rich countries should
act on these demands and make
sure- fossil fuel polluters are
made to pay for damage they
have caused,” he said.

As in previous climate talks,
vulnerable poorer countries
that contributed the least to
warming temperatures have
pushed for the $100 billion tar-
get set in 2009 for climate ac-
tion. The longstanding pledge
to provide the money was

pushed back from 2020 to 2025.

Dangerous warming levels

Despite the legally binding
Paris Climate Change Agree-
ment among countries to pre-
vent average temperatures
rising by more than 1.5 degrees
Celsius above pre-industri-
al levels, the world is still on
track for dangerous levels of
warming, making every heat
wave, sea level rise and gla-
cier melting more intense and
life-threatening, according to
the provisional State of Glob-
al Climate Report of the World
Meteorological ~Organization
released at COP27.

This finding was echoed by’

a new report by the Climate
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ing that major emitting co
tries need to strengthen the
climate plans for 2030 to avert
catastrophe.

“The Glasgow Climate Pact
is broken because rich and b
polluting countries did not act
to save 1.5 degrees as we all
agreed only a year ago at COP:
climate talks in Glasgow. These
countries are far off from a fair-
share effort to limit warming to
within the crucial 15 degrees
goal, which we consider as|a
survival threshold,” said Hen-
ry Kokofu, special envoy of the
CVF presidency of Ghana.

The CVF is an organiza-
tion of 58 nations, includi
the Philippines, that are most
threatened by climate change
representing some 1.5 million
people worldwide.

The Philippines has com-
mitted to cut greenhouse gas
emissions by 75 percent by
2030.

Young Filipino climate ac-
tivists at the conference are
also leading the call for the
rapid phaseout of coal, oil and
natural gas and helping po%:r

Vulnerable Forum (CVF) s'hcal-'

countries make the transition
to clean energy.

“We condemn the contin-
ued avoidance of developed
countries to owe [up] to their
historical responsibility. e
demand that they scale up their
commitments to reduce emis-
sions that will limit warming to
1.5 degrees Celsius. We cannot
imagine a warmer world be-

yond that,” said Gerry Arances,
executive director of tlye Center

 for Energy, Ecology and Devel-

opment.

Left out

Meanwhile, civil society
groups and grassroots organi-
zations were being “pushed to
the sidelines” and “out of ne-
gotiation rooms” at the confer-
ence, said Ivan Enrile of Ibon
Foundation International.

Speaking at a side event at
COPz27, Enrile pointed out that
grassroots voices were being
“marginalized” in many ways—
from deprivation of access to
resources, exclusion from pol-
icymaking, to “outright repres-
sion” and killing of environ-
mental land and human rights
defenders.

“Polluting companies con-
tinue to shape and define COP
-agenda, allowing them to plun-
der our lands, water and forests
and pollute the air we breathe,”
he said.

Dinda Yunda of Indonesia
criticized how big forums like
G-20 and COP kept bragging
about energy transitions, yet
in her country, investments
and funds for energy initiatives
have led to the destruction of
people’s livelihoods and cul-

- ture.

“The climate solution has
to be community-oriented,
where women have to be at the
heart of the decisions and solu-
tion[s],” Yunda said. —wiTH A RE-
PORT FROM JANE BAUTISTA INQ
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COP27 must

take real action

/

By Macon Ramos-Araneta

vs. dimate change’ |
|

COP27 must take real action to stave
off the worst effects of climate change,
said Venkatachalan Anbumozhi, direc- |
tor of the Economic Research Institute |
for ASEAN and East Asia (ERIA) Re- |
search Strategy and Innovation. 1

He said this means going beyond
COP21’s Paris Agreement 2015 on na-
tional commitments to cut greenhouse gas
(GHG) emissions and COP26’s Glasgow
agreement in 2021to achieve a net zero
economy by the middle of the century.

The core issues behind the ongoing
climate negotiations are making bold
commitments and agreeing on higher
targets to reduce GHG emissions, he
also noted.

Anbumozhi said these can be achieved
by developing countries in times of eco-
nomic uncertainty and extending mas-
sive financing that advanced economies
have already committed in support of
global climate actions.

The ERIA official said COP27 will be
a success if substantial progress is made
on both these issues.

But current climate negotiations and
agreed action plans are woefully inad-
equate for reaching a carbon-neutral
planet by 2050, which would keep glob-
al warming below 2°C as envisaged in

the Paris agreement.

“Problematic actions are the heavy
burning of fossil fuels by the top five car-
bon emitters: China, the United States,
India, the Russian Federation, and Japan, |
as well as the Association of Southeast ‘
Asian Nations (ASEAN) and the Euro-

Union, taken together as economic |

blocs,” Anbumozhi said. ‘

_He said one way would be for COP27
to name the countries or regional blocs
that are most out of line with the Paris
climate agreement and ask them to do
more either individually or in coopera-
tion with others.
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Biden says the climate

. LA |
Crisis
]

is about ‘very life of the p.léqet’

US President Joe Biden delivers a speech at COP27 climate summit, in Sharm
el-Sheikh, Egypt. (Reuters Photo)

SHARM EL-SHEIKH, Egypt-
US President Joe Biden told the
COP27 climate conference in
Egypt on Friday that global warm-
ing posed an existential threat
to the planet and promised the
United States would meet its tar-
gets for fighting it.

His speech was intended pump
up global ambitipn to prevent the
worst of climate change, even as a
slew of other :l:]ses - from a land

- war in Burope to rampant infla-

tion - distract infernational focus,
“The climate ¢risis is about hu-
man security, economic secutity,
environmental security, national
security, and the very life of the
planet,” Biden told a crowded
room of deltgati‘s at the UN sum-
mit in the seasi
Sharm el-Sheikh
“I can stand here as president of
the United States of America and
say with confidence, the United
States of America will meet our

I

resort town of

emissions targets by 2030,” he said,
outlining steps being taken by the
world’s second-biggest greenhouse
gas emitter.

Prior to his atrival, Biden’s admin-
istration unveiled a domestic plan to
crack down on the US oil and gas
industry’s emissions of methane, one
of the most powerful greenhouse
gases. The move defied months of
lobbying by drillers.

Washington and the EU also is-
sued a joint declaration alongside
Japan, Canada, Norway, Singapore
and Britain pledging more action
on oil industry methane. That
declaration was meant to build on
an international deal launched last
year and since signed by around
130 nations to cut economy-wide
emissions 30 percent this decade.

“Cutting methane by at least
30 percent by 2030 can be our
best chance keep within reach 1.5
degrees Celsius,” Biden said, refer-
ring to the central goal of the 2015

Paris Agreement to limit the global
temperature rise.

Biden said global crises, in-
cluding the Russian invasion of
Ukraine, were not an excuse to
lower climate ambition.

“Against this backdrop, it's more
urgent than ever that we double
down on our climate commit-
ments. Russia’s war only enhances
the urgency of the need to transi-
tion the wotld off its dependence
on fossil fuels,” he said.

The announcements come un-
der a cloud of skepticism that
world governments are doing
enough to address the climate
challenge.

A UN report released last week
showed global emissions on track
to tise 10.6 percent by 2030 from

* 2010 levels, even as devastating

storms, droughts, wildfires and

floods are already inflict billions

of dollars in damage worldwide.
Scientists say emissions must in-

stead drop 43 percent by that time
to limit global ming to 1.5 C
above pre-industrial temperatures
as targeted by the Paris Agreement
of 2015. Above that threshold,
climate change risks start spinning
out of control.

Many coun
United States

s, including the
members of the
European Union, have also been
calling for a near-term increase in
the supply of fassil fuels to bring
down consumerenergy prices that
spiked after Russia’s Feb. 24 inva-
sion of Ukrain :

Washington has repeatedly said
its calls to boost oil and gas pro-
duction do not conflict with its
longer-term ambition to decarbon-
ize the US economy. ;

During his speech, Biden also
promised an increase in funding
to help other countries embrace
the energy trar;rition and adapt
and prepare for the impacts of a
warmer world. - Reuters
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The mercantilization
of the Earth’s future

It cannot and should not be
denied that, collectively, the
world has taken serious steps
in the direction of reducing
carbon emissions, diminish-
ing carbon footprint and ad-
dressing what meteorologists,
environmental scientists and
ecologists identify as sources
of climate change. But all too
often, what we have are jump-
starts that no sooner peter out.

The malls in Tuguegarao City
which, for some time, deter-
mined to do away with plastic
bags paving the way for brown
paper bags that used to be as-
sociated with grocery stores and
fruit stalls to make a welcome
comeback. But recently, the plas-
tic bags are back. In fact, baggers
at supermarkets assume that the
customer prefer plastic bags to
reusable tote or shopping bags.

But there is one pernicious belief
that has been foisted by those who
chant the lines of conservationists
and environmentalists but are
clearly not willing to talk the talk.
This is the superstition that oneean,
burn fossil fuel, fell trees, release
pollutants into the air %g;lorigyﬂ
there is some kind of a trade-off:
usually planting so many hectares
of trees or performing some form
of “environmental penance.”
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this commercialization of envi-
ronmental protection measures
is that any industry, enterprise or
establishment that has completely
no concern for a balanced and sus-
tainable ecology has only to look
for sources of “carbon credits” or
“carbon allowances” — and it can
go on releasing into the air the pol-
lutants that have gradually made
breathing harmful to one’s health.

Not too long ago, in Tugueg-
arao City, water from the tap was
potable. Now “bottled water”
— misleadingly called “mineral
water” — is ubiquitous.

I dread to think of the day
that we will all have to breathe
through masks from tanks of
purified air or oxygen concen-
trators — items that are now
becoming more popular.

Ifwe want industries and homes
to turn from dependence on fos-
sil fuel to renewable energy, then
the technology for, say, the solar
generation of electric power has to
become more affordable.

The mercantilization
of the Earth’s future

HE

Conier. 7 2:=IFR. RANHILIO

ence of ' CAI.LANGAN
Pa‘r:ics : L AQUINO |
(Copr) '

on Climate Change has convened ‘
in Egypt.

Once more we will hear chilling
reports about how dismal the outlook
is and just how serious the problem
has become.

Doomsday talk of having passed
the point of no return is no longer
idle prattle. Many are convinced that
we have gone that far in making mat-

ters irreparable. »AquinoA5
o

-
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The belief rests on the math-

ematical truism that a negative

integer and a positive integer
cancel each other out. The spe-
ciousness that goes into this
kind of thinking is not unlike
the paradoxes of Zeno who
sought to show the fallacy of
the Pythagoreans — except that
the paradoxes themselves mixed
up mathematical indefiniteness
with physical indefiniteness.

What s true of the abstractions of
mathematics will not necessarily be
true in the world of air, water, soil
and lungs that breathe air in.

Itis this confidence about the ef-
ficacy of trade-offs that has allowed
many to remain uncaring about
the real dangers of which climate
change is the major symptom.

Even in this respect — the
future of the planet and the
well-being of future generations
— considerations of safety and
means of prevention and precau-
tion have become items of trade.
These take the form of “carbon
credits” or “carbon allowances.”
An establishment or an industry
that emits less carbon than the
limit set by regulatory agencies
may sell carbon credits to those
that overshoot the target.

Once more, it is the simplis-
tic application of mathematical
equivalences to the harsh realities
of the environment. The result of

T214-27
~ raer Vl = DATE ’

Government alone cannot
achieve this. Manufacturers of
these technologies in the private
sector must contribute to the frui-
tion of the transition to renewable
energy. State universities too must
contribute their research and their
studies. Instead of the crazy and re-
ally pointless “correlation studies”
— correlating profile and teaching
efficiency, correlating salaries with
evaluative examination results — it
would serve our country and its
regions well for our state universi-
ties to do hard research on the hard
topics relating to the environment.
Tuguegarao City and its sub- |
urbs were recently inundated. |
The tropical storm did not make
a land-fall in the Valley, but the
incessant rains posed a threat
to the integrity of Magat Dam
that then opened all seven gate-
valves, causing an enormous
flood that displaced thousands,
ruined crops and has left several
Cagayanos mired in silt and debt.
I got the shock of my life when
I was told that plans are afoot to
construct more dams supposedly
to control flooding. If stupidity
consists in repeating the same
process and expecting a different
result, this is its instantiation!
Pope Francis’ justly lauded Lau- |
dato Siteminds us of a fundamental | |
truth: Behind the environmental | 5
crisis that threatens us all and the | i
ecological disaster waiting to hap- ‘
pen is human selfishness and greed.
Commercialization feeds
these failings of humanity!

rannie_aquino@sanbeda.edu.ph !
rannie_aquino@csu.edu.ph
rannie_aquino@outlook.com
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PH deposits instruments bolstering

pursuit of climate-resilient economy

By CRISTINA
LEE-PISCO

PERMANENT Represen-
tative to the United Na-
tions Ambassador Anto-
nio Lagdameo deposited
the instrument of ratifi-
cation for the Kigali
Amendment to the Mon-
treal Protocol on Sub-
stances that Deplete the
Ozone Layer and the in-
strument of accession to

?e Working Plan-29 1958
greement in a ceremon;
at the United Nations. %

The United Nations’
Chief of Treaties David Na-
nopoulos received the in-
struments on behalf of the
Secretaﬂr General of the
United Nations, the depos-
itary for the said multilat-
eral a ents.

The Kigali Amendment
to the Montreal Protocol is
an international agreement
to gradually reduce the con-

sumption and production
of hydrofluorocarbons
(HFCs). With the ratifica-
tion, the Philippinesé can

rsue the elimination of

'Cs, which while current-
ly used as replacements of
hydrochlorofluorocarbons
(HCFCs) and chlorofiuo-

rocarbons (CFCs), are pow-

erful hﬁouse »l
k! ratification

Kigali Amendment bilms

the Philippine pursuit of a
climate-resilient and sus-

~ the Workin,

tainable economy. By phas-
ing down hydrofluorocar-
bons, it strengthens the
Montrl;‘-ﬁl P:iotocol asl a
owel tool against glo-
al warming and clin%ate
change,” Ambassador
Lagdameo said on the oc-
casion of the deposit.

The Philippines ratified
the Montreal Protocol in
1991 and the Amendment
was adopted at the Twen-
p;-Eigh Meeting of the

rties to the Montreal Pro-
tocol held in Kigali from 10
to 15 October 2016. The
Philippines is the 144th
Party to the Kigali Amend-
ment which will enter into
force for the Philippines on
1 February 2023.

Meanwhile, accession to
Plan-29 1958

Agreement i$ ex to
begl:eboon to veﬁfccl::d and
vehicle component manu-
facturers, as it eliminates
the need to receive approv-

al from multiple authori-
ties and ensures that man-
ufacturerscomply withonly
a single interpretation of
the applicable regulations.

"Vegh Philippme acces-
sion to 1958 we
become part of a global
framework aimed at har-

ent is
also known as the Agree-
ment Concerning the A{icéﬁ-
tion of Harmonized Tech-
nical United Nations -
lations for Wheeled Vehi-
cles, Equipment and Parts
which can be Fitted and /or
be Used on Wheeled Vehi-
cles and the Conditions for
Reciprocal iti

Basis of these United Na-
tions Regulations.

“Treaties are an impor-
tant source of international
law. The deposit of these
treaty instruments mani-
fests our faith in interna-
tional law which - as un-
derscored by Philip&i:e
President Ferdinand Mar-
cos Jr. — underpins the
rules-based international
order,” Ambassador Lag-
dameo emphasized.

The Philippines,
through the Department of
Foreign Affairs, also facili-
tates the registration and
subsequent publication of
existing and valid treaties
with the United Nations.
Along with the deposit of
instruments, registration
and publication promote
tra;spmcy arf\ better
unders of accepted
norms in mkt;‘i'national law
and foster compliance with
obligations by States Par-
ties under legally binding
international agreements.

“There should also be
an absolute ban on cross-
ownership among sec-
tors, and ensure that ex-
isting structures or dum-
my arrangements viola-
tive of such are disband-
ed and penalized. This
we believe can decisively
address the problem of
regulatory capture,
where energy officials
and regulators are seen
as mere puppets of pow-
‘er moguls,” added the
formfer Bayan Muna so-
on.

“Now, even as ERC
and NGCP are bickering,
another power rate hike
is in the offing and it is
the consumers who are
suffi . It is high time
that power companies
and regulators should be
real protectors of con-
sumers and not those of
business interests,” end-
ed Zarate.
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CLIMATE ADVOGATES T0

REGLAMATION PROJECTS

By Jane Bautista
@janebautistalNQ

Environmental groups and
science advocates have called
on President Marcos to “walk
the talk” on climate justice by
declaring a moratorium on de-
structive mining, reclamation,
power and infrastructure proj-
ects, and stopping the killings
of environmental defenders.

“Empty rhetoric will not
bring back the lives of those
who were killed in climate-in-
tensified disasters. Nor will it
bring back the shattered live-
lihoods of many Filipinos,”
Chuckie Calsado, chair of the
Advocates of Science and Tech-
nology for the People (Agham),
said during the National Ac-
tion for Climate Justice protest
march on Saturday.

Geosciences Bureau

(MGB)

'PH AMONG ‘THE MOST HIGHLY MINERALIZED’ COUNTRIES

GOV': STOP DESTRUCTIVE MINING,

The demonstration from
Sitio San Roque in Diliman to
Bantayog ng mga Bayani co-
incided with the Global Cli-
mate Strike as world leaders
took part in the 27th session of
the Conference of the Parties
(COP27) in Egypt.

“The President has the
power to rescind the permits
of destructive projects, includ-
ing reclamation and big mining
projects, both of which science
shows to bring irreparable en-
vironmental damage that are
hardly commensurate to any
benefits trickling down to Fili-
pino communities,” said Joshua
Miranda, climate campaigns of-
ficer of the Kalikasan People’s
Network for the Environment
(Kalikasan).

He called out Mr. Marcos for
condoning environmentally de-

declaring “Minahang Bayan”

structive practice§ and allow-
ing these projects “disguised as
development” to flourish.

Environment Undersec-
retary Jonas Leones recently
said that the Department of
Environment and|Natural Re-
sources (DENR) under the Mar-
cos administraﬁ?f intended to
strengthen the mining indus-
try’s potential to help in the
country’s development.

“Since we are among the
most highly mineralized coun-
tr[ies] in the world, our priority
is to build both a strategic and
responsible industry,” Leones
said at the 48th Philippine Busi-
ness Conference
Oct. 19.

DENR priorities
In a recent TIJEWS release.
he said the DENR[S Mines and

d Expo on

clare a mératorium on mining,

would push for the develop-
ment of mineral processing and
value-adding enterprises while
also boosting the enforcement
of environmental policies.

The bureau has identified
an estimated g million hectares
as potential mineral areas, but
Leones said “it will not just be
a business-as-usual scenario
as it was in the premoratorium
times but rather, it will be bet-
ter business.” '

He pointed out that out of
these potential mineral areas,
only less than 3 percent were
awarded mining contracts.

Through the Mineral In-

vestment Promotion Program, -

Leones said the department
would deal with illegal mining,
particularly small-scale mining

operations, by evaluating and

areas where they would be con-
fined and regulated.

The DENR would also con-
duct geological surveys and
mapping, and rehabilitate 11
abandoned mines “to address
the persistent misinformation
that has stigmatized the mining
industry.”

Other policy directions of
the DENR on the mining sector
include identifying new min-
eral reserves, bidding out gov-
ernment-owned mining assets,
constructing modular miner-
al processing plants for steel
and nickel, and integrating the
small-scale mining sector into
the industry.

Killings
But environmental groups
urged President Marcos to de-

protect environmental defend-
ers and support their role in the
climate crisis.

“Because of his responsibil-
ity to protect the citizens of this
must put a stop to
gging, criminaliza-

to truly address
climate change,” said Lia Mai
Torres, executive director of
the Center for Environmental
Concerns. | :

The Philippines has re-
tained itj label as the dead-
liest country in Asia for land
and environmental defenders,
with 270 of them killed in the
last decade, according to the
latest report of interna- e
tional watchdog Global M
Witness. /
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CLIMATE ADVOCATES PUSH
BAN ON DESTRUCTIVE MINING

FROM A2

“Over 40 percent (114) of the
defenders murdered were in-
digenous peoples campaigning
to protect their land and the en-
vironment, with nearly 8o per-
cent of attacks against indig-
enous defenders taking place
[in] Mindanao,” the nongovern-
mental organization said.

The report showed that
more than 8o percent of the
killings in the past decade were
linked to protests by defenders
against company operations, a
third of them connected to the
mining sector, followed by the
agribusiness industry.

“If President Marcos is sin-

cere in his role as a champion
for climate justice, he should
support and protect environ-
mental defenders,” Torres said.

The groups further called on
President Marcos to consider
the climate change mitigation
proposals of community-based
environmentalists,  scientists
and other stakeholders, citing
the People’s Green New Deal
filed in Congress by the Maka-
bayan bloc.

“Thlese] proposalls] pro-
vide... sustainable solutions for
various sectors to reduce the
impacts of, and adapt to, cli-
mate change while providing
for propeople economic recov-
ery and growth,” Miranda said,
INQ
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BAVANS

By Krixia Subingsubing
@krixiasINQ

The government has cited op-
posing views among civil soci-
ety groups on what constitutes
human rights in its report to the
United Nations Human Rights
Council (UNHRC), causing
concern in progressive group
Bayan that this approach may
be used to escape accountabil-

ity for continued violations in

the country.

In the 23-page advanced, un-
edited national report submitted
by its Presidential Human Rights
Committee Secretariat to the UN
Universal Periodic Review (UPR)
working group, the Philippine
government noted an “emerging
trend whereby conflicts arise in
human rights discussions as a re-
sult of nongovernment and civil
society organizations having op-
posing ... positions.”

recommendationis it had mere-
ly noted or rejected. Neverthe-
less it promised to continue
implementing the UN Joint Pro-
gramme (UNJP) and to “sustain
its human rights advocacy in a
democratic system of gover-
nance.”

“Under the new adminis-

tration of President Ferdinand
R. Marcos, who won the May
2022 presidential elections
by an overwhelming majority
of 55.8 percent, or 31 million
votes out of the 55.5 million
who voted, inroads in socio-
economic development an-
chored on social justice are
enriching the human rights
environment in our country,”
the report said.

“In the same manner that
the President won on a plat-
form that called for a United
Team, or Uniteam, so shall hu-
man rights in this new chapter

COMPETING VIEWS MAY JUSTIFY’ MORE RIGHTS VIOLA

LANS 60V'T REPORT ON HUMAN RIGHTS TO UN

One of the “hotly contested
issues,” it said, was of human
rights as a form of defense but
only for “those who do not ad-
vocate or resort to violent ex-
tremism to reform society.”

Bayan secretary general Re-
nato Reyes, who is in Geneva as
part of a Philippine delegation
taking part in the fifth UPR cy-
cle, said the government might
be citing the competing views
to “justify the rights violations
committed in the drug war and
counter-insurgency drive [as]
necessary to ‘protect’ the public
from illegal drugs and terror-
ism or at least say that there
is a gray area involving human
rights.”

“Does the PH government
subscribe to the thinking that
those accused of “violent ex-
tremism” and “terrorism” are
not entitled to human rights?
Is this why it engages in indis-

of Philippine history be pur-
sued—a government working
in unity with the people,” it
added.

Subdued scale

According to the report, the
government, under President
Marcos, was already “pursu-
ing a human rights-based ap-
proach to drug control” with
the support of the UNJP pro-
viding technical support and
capacity-building to the coun-
try. '

Mr. Marcos earlier prom-
ised to continue the drug war
albeit on a more subdued scale
compared to his predecessor
Rodrigo Duterte’s take no pris-

oners approach, which.led to

the country being investigated
by the International Criminal
Court for alleged crimes against
humanity.

The Philippines, in its re-
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criminate bombings of commu-
nities suspected of supporting
rebels? Is this why many revo-
lutionaries have been summar-
ily executed instead of being
taken as

remain vigilant and critical of
the government's report, par-
ticularly on Nov. 14, the start
of the fifth UPR cycle which re-
views the rights record of UN
member states every four and a
half years.

specifics

The Philippines also told
the UNHRC that it had already
“fully implemented” at least 103
recommendations but “noted
or rejected’ 33 others made fol-
lowing the fourth UPR cycle in
2017. .

The government, however,
did not clearly indicate which

port, also stood by the passage
of the antiterrorism law, de-
spite a recent UN Human Rights
Committee report asking the
government to review its provi-
sions for overbreadth.

The Eovernment main-
tained that the 2020 law was
crafted “to ensure [the coun-
try’s] adherence to and respect
for human rights as found in
the Philippine Constitution
and international human rights
standards, and that it shall not
be subject to abuse or misinter-
pretation.”

It also med its commit-
ment to the UN Framework
Convention on Climate Change
and the Paris Agreement on Cli-
mate Cheer by, among others,
reexamining current mining
practices and reinforcing the
implementation of air, water
and waste management laws
and policies. g
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Presidente ang makakahinto
sa quarrying, kaingin

BALIKTAD na ang mundo. Armado ng baril at itak ang
mga namamasok sa environment protected areas tulad
ng Masungi Georeserve sa Baras, Rizal. Lakas-loob lang
ang pinanghahawakan ng park rangers na binabantaan
nila. Pitong park rangers, binugbog nu’'ng Pebrero.

Nag-iisa ang Masungi;rgeoreserve Foundation na
nagtatanim ng puno sa Marikina watershed. Samantala,
dalawa ang rock quarriers sa Baras at 15 sa Montalban,
Rizal. Napipigilan ng pagbabalik ng gubat ang pagguho
ng lupa. Ang pagkakalbo at pagpapatag ng bundok na
ginagawa ng 17 quarries ay nagdudulot ng baha sa ibaba.
Daan-daan ang namatay at libu-libong bahay at sasakyan
ang nasira sa bumulwak na putik nu'ng storm Ondoy 2009
at typhoon Ulysses 2020.

Kung hindi pulitiko mismo, may protektor ang may ari
ng quarries. ‘Yun ang dahilan kaya nananatili sila maski
bawal sila sa anumang watershed.

_ Si President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. ang makakahinto
. ng ilegal na gawain. Mauutusan niya ang Department

of Environment and Natural Resources at Mines and
Geosciences Bureau na bawiin ang ilegal na quarry per-
mits. Maipadadakip niya sa pulis ang quarriers at mga
kasapakat na kaingero. Maitutuwid niya ang sitwasyon
sa Masungi at iba pang pook na winawasak ng quarriers.
Isang ecosystem ang hangin, bundok, ilog at dagat.
Lahat ay dapat panatilihing malinis para sa kalusugan
at kapakanan ng tao. Binanggit ‘yan ni Marcos Jr. sa

talumpati sa UN General Asse
papatunayan niya ang sinseridad para sa kalikasan kung
ipagtatanggol niya ang Masungi Georeserve at Marikina
sa kanya pati mga biktima

ng quarries sa paligid ng Ma on Volcano, sa Zambales,
at mga bundok ng Davao. i et

" Makinig sa Sapol, Sabado

, 8-10 ng umaga, DWIZ
(882-AM). ‘ xR

- —
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By Krixia Subingsubing
@krixiasINQ

A coalition of environment
groups has asked the Commis-
sion on Human Rights (CHR)
to take a more active role in
protecting Filipinos’ rights
against hazardous substances,
coinciding with global efforts
to address the full and toxic
life cycle of plastic.

In a letter initiated by
EcoWaste Coalition and en-
dorsed by over 35 organizations,
the groups urged the CHR to
review and update its 2014 Hu-
man Rights Advisory where it
had called for a “health-based,
human rights-based policies on
chemicals in the Philippines.”

The 8-year-old, 15-point

~agenda crafted by then CHR
chair Loretta Rosales mandat-
ed the government to, among
others, fully implement all re-
lated laws protecting agamst

TOXIC TOYS A member of
Ecowaste Coalition shows
toys tested for hazardous
and toxic substances like
lead. —FiLE PHOTO

hazardous substances;
strengthening existing insti-
tutions; as well as increasing
research and risk awareness.
While the country has
made significant strides in
advancing Filipinos’ right to
chemical safety in the past
eight years, “much more needs

to be done”
rights to a

ers, the Philip-
to ratify the 2019
ion that seeks to
oundary move-

itabase or inven-

released to air, water and soil.

to review and
Human Rights

duty-bearers
revised document popularized
among stakeholders,” said
EcoWaste Caalition national
coordinator Alleen Lucero. mng

tory of chemitals or pollutants,

waste, or estab-
ry and publicly.
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‘Amid food and dimate crises, investing
in sustainable food cold chains crucigl’

S food insecurity and global
Awarming rise, governme'nts,

international development
partners and industry should invest
insustainablefood cold chainstode-
creasehunger, providelivelihoodsto
communities, and adapt to climate
change, the United Nations said.

Launched at the 27th Climate
Change Conference last Saturday,
the Sustainable Food Cold Chains
report, from the UN Environment
Pfogramme (UNEP) and the Food
and Agriculture Organization of
the United Nations (FAQ), finds
that food cold chains are critical to
meeting the challenge of feeding an
additional twobillion people by 2050
and harnessing rural communities’
resilience, while avoiding increased
greenhouse gas emissions.

The report was developed in the
framework of the UNEP-led Cool
Coalition in partnership with FAQ,
the Ozone Secretariat, UNEP Ozon-
Action Programme, and the Climate
and Clean Air Coalition.

“Atatime when theinternational
community must act to address the
climate and food crises, sustainable

food cold chains can make amassive
difference,” said Inger Andersen, Ex-
ecutive Director of UNEP. “They al-
low us to reduce food loss, improve
food security, slow greenhouse gas
emissions, create jobs, reduce pov-
erty and build resilience—all in one
fell swoop.”

Food insecurity |
THE number of people afffected by
hunger in the world rose to 828 mil-
lion in 2021, a year-on-year rise of
46 million. :

Almost 3.1 billion people could
not afford a healthy diet in 2020,
up 112 million from 2019, as the
economic impacts of the Covid pan-
demic drove up inflation. This year,
meanwhile, the conflict in Ukraine
has raised the prices of bas!ic grains
threatening food security. |

Allofthiscomeswhileanestimat-
ed 14 percentofallfood produced for
human consumption is lostbefore it
reaches the consumer. Thelackof an
effective cold chain to maintain the
quality, nutritional value and safety
of food is one of the major contribu-
tors to food loss.
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Farmers fight to save
the ‘skin of the Earth’

BY ROD NICKEL,
AYENATMERSIE
AND DAVID STANWAY

WINNIPEG/NAIROBI/
SHANGHAI- In America’s
dusty Corn Belt this spring, the
land was drowning. In China’s
Yangtze river basin, it’s bone
dry. Farmers in both are fighting
a losing battle to save the soil
that produces our food,

Carolyn Olson figures she
did everything she could to
protect her 1,100-acre farm
anear Cottonwood, Minnesota.
She grows three-foot-high tall-
grass buffer strips around her

_fields to protect the soil and in
“winter plants crops to provide
ground cover.

But torrid rainstorms in May
washed away so much soil duz-
ing planting season that she
expects the crop to suffer.

“When you get that much
rain, almost four inches in
about an hour, even your best
practices fly out the window;”
said the 55-year-old, whose
farm has been in her husband’s
family since 1913.

nutrients such as carbon, nitro-
gen and phosphorus from the
complex ecosystem, according
to specialists,

This leads to land degrada--
tion: - the decline of its ability-
to sustain plant life, and by ex-
tension animal and human life,

One-third of the world’s total
land area is already degraded by
erosion, nuttient depletion or
in other ways, according to the
United Nations.

Ronald Vargas, a soil scientist
and secretary of the FAQO’s i
Global Soil Partnership, said
extreme weather was acceler-
ating soil degradation already
set in train by deforestation,
over-grazing by livestock and
improper use of fertilizer.

“Land degradation is a vi-
cious cycle. Once you have
degraded soils, and you have
these bad (weather) events, then
you have very bad second con-
sequences,” Vargas said.

On the FAO’s projected
loss in global crop production,

he added: “This 10 percent
represents a real issue to food |
security.”

By conttast, there’s not
enough water in the vast Yang-
tze basin, which produces a
third of China’s crops. Sci-
entists are resorting to fiting
rockets into clouds to “seed”
them with rain artificially in
the hope of replenishing soil
drained of nutrients by sizzling
temperatures,

It’s no silver bullet, though.

From the United States and
China to Kenya, human efforts
to presetve soil are proving no
match for increasingly extreme
weather, which is damaging the
living system and depleting its
ability to produce food, accord-
ing to Reuters interviews with
dozens of farmers, scientists
and other soil specialists.

Soil erosion could lead to a
10 percent loss in global ctop

production by 2050, accor z

to the UN’s Food and Agricul-
‘e Organization (FAQ). With
the world’s population forecast
to rise by a fifth to nearly 10
billion by then, malnutrition and
famine is set to affect more and
mote people. '
Few places are in deeper
crisis than the pasturelands
of northern Kenya, where
ever-deepening drought has
denuded the land of vegetation,

exposing the soil to damage and
confounding efforts to adapt
farming methods. [

“The soil left there is very
vulnerable, like the skin of the
Earth ... you’re not weari g
clothing when the sun’s beatit
down,” said Leigh Ann Winow-
iecki, a Nairobi soil scientist
at CIFOR-ICRAF, a resear
center on the benefits of trees
for people and landscapes.

Icing on cake
UN scientists say it can
up to 1,000 years for nature
produce 2-3 cm of soil, making
preservation critical. ,-J
Plants grow by absorbing
-sunlight and carbon dioxide,
They cycle the carbon into the
soil, feeding microorganisms
that in turn create the condi-
tions for more plants to gro
Extreme weather, some of it
caused by climate change, nat
only damages crops but als
erodes the soil and depletes

Engineering the rain

The American Midwest,

parched for rain this summer,
is actually getting wetter over
time.
* Rainstorms over three days
in mid-May washed away up
to three tons of dirt per acre
in two dozen Minnesota coun-
ties, according to data from the
Daily Erosion Project, an Towa
State University initiative to
estimate soil loss.

Rachel Schattman, assist-'
ant professor of sustainable
agriculture at the University of
Maine, said the US Midwest
and Northeast were especially
vulnerable to land erosion be-
cause they were receiving more
extreme amounts of rain than
normal, a trend expected to
continue through the end of*
the century. '

In the Yangtze river basin,
wetter weather would be wel-
come. Farming belts in the
region, stretching from Sichuan
in the southwest to Shanghai
on the east coast, received 40
percent less rainfall than normal
over the summer and baked in
record-high temperatures,

Liu Zhiyu, an official at the
Chinese water ministry, said in
August that a third of the soil in
six key farming provinces along
the upper and middle reaches.
of the Yangtze” was drier than
is optimal as a result of the
drought. In around a tenth
of the rural counties in those
provinces, soil was suffering’
from “severe water depletion”. -

China’s cloud-seeding pro-
gram offered some relief, with
211 operations launched in

" August alone to induce rainfall
over 1.45 million square km of
parched farmland, but experts
say it’s no long-term solution.

“Artificial rainfall can only
be the icing on the cake,” Zhao
Zhigiang, vice-director of China’s
weather modification office, said
ata media briefing in September.
He did not say whether the opera-
tions were successful.

Similarly, other measures
such as digging thousands of
new wells and encouraging
farmers to switch crops to
boost yields have limited im-
pact. - Reuters
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. E NV' RO N M E NT ENTH U S IASTS Bicycle enthusiasts join the Brigadetftl:e Fireflies metro cycle tour on

~ Sunday, Nov. 13, 2022. The cyclists go around Metro Manila to promote sustainable modes of transportation and environmental awareness.
PHOTO BY J. GERARD SEGUIA
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BIKE DAY. Cycling enthusiasts wear their favorite costumes as they participate in National Bicycle Day to promete the environmental
benefits of using the bicycle. National Bicycle Day is celebrated every 4th Sunday of November based on Proclamation No. 1052, signed by
then President Rodrigo Duterte. Danny Pata -
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’ Republikang Pllipinas
ng i at Likas Yaman
Kagawaran ng Kapal igiran al

National Ecology Center, East Avenue, Diliman, Lungsod ng Quezon
PAGBEBENTA NG PAMPUBLIKONG LUPA A

Ang pabatid naito ay ipinag loob bi ry na riment of
Emmaﬂdﬂammﬁesuumes—w alCanrtaR;gnDeFi‘:emsa:d
Deeds Section, alinsunod sa Departmen anitrathreOrdwNo 38,19
Aprﬂlm quMhill an ity

2. Diliman, Quezon sapam Ngisang sealed
nakanmlaas na haiaza sa ik&lownlgumaga

e i1, it by Al sa Bigy, Westem Bicutn
Elnmmmm na inilarawan ng mga sumusunod:
’-—meu n::n RABLLMNG

Na. RALPH EDRIAN
T. VIDA

rrﬂsmom%.;gu iﬂnalﬁang: a?pd;g:t Itaasat a:kahm ‘Bid
sa n .
ISA/IGPSA No. (;i(JIﬂm?2183“1”I Ang mgen;‘d sa
pagzillaydapat Isumite sa pamamagitan NEg pera, money order, treasury
warrant, sertipikadong tseke, aashiers cﬂeckomms check na
e "'l "@.ﬁ; i nal bawil kanil e
turing. Kung ang bumnibi aynais narc w

ang katumbas na ﬁlﬂlunpnaun

dul; hlmidmbahabasa Iupa nf III.IIID!:.
may mDatuu tanggihan 53 0 lahat rlg alnlc sa

mum Repwukangﬁnﬂﬂn__.____

ittt

WNOV. 14, 21, 28 DEC. 8, 12, 19

e Republika ng Pilipinas .
Kagawaran ngKapahgiran at Likas Yaman
INONG REHIYON
National Ecnlogy(:enter EastAvenue Diliman, Lungsod ng Quezon
PAGBEBENTA NG PAMPUBLIKONG LUPA

Ang pab ito i 0b bilang patunay na ang Departrnemnl’
Environment and Natural Resources—National Capital Region, Patents and
Deeds Section, alinsunod sa Department Adminitrative Order No. 38, 19
April 1990, ay magkakaroon ng bilihan sa

iy, sapamamagitan ng isang sealed
bidding namakakapagbigay ng pinakamataas na halaga saika-10 ng umaga

APR 11, 2023 , ng lupang matatagpuan s
gnmm na inilarawan ng mga sl.lrnusuncn:l
lm LOTE/PLAND
s

76072184

Angmga biday dapat na selyado at dapat isumite sa nasabing Dibisiyon,
mismo o bago sa itinalagang oras at petsa sa jtaas at minarkahan na “Bid
for Land Described in MSA/IGPSA No. 007607-2184". Ang mga bid sa
pagbili ay dapat isumite sa pamamagitan ng pera, money order, treasury

. 's ] ager's check na

rﬁﬁrgargbumi;hqrn:;m“kwm o B
= s

sa pagbili, rgmltnutumynaangpmakmasna idder,

alok sa pagbili ay hindi dq:atbabmsakwm:;ﬁam wﬁ‘uﬁ
i i
Ang pamah a!‘ra)rmay ‘,mhmmgnsauimatngaloksa
Lungsod ng Quezon, Rapublikang Pilipinas.
)
ATTY. ummémﬁa.mm
Chief, Licenses, P_mgpdﬁosdswsm

‘m.ua.um.l.n,n_ =
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* LEASE OF PUBLIC LANDS
. Regources Ofce 44, Caplot e Degos City. il acceqt ordl
on Jarnary 5, 2003 for tne \ease for commmereia purpases of 1ha irict of 18 harma beiow Gesciibed.
Lacatan % Sta Chiz, Oauan del Sur
Degorgten Metonzisd
| Aea TETE sy
Appearsal jand] Prpd G500 per gy m o
Php 262,225 70 00 for tne tract o kand
‘oot of Propoeed imgrovements . Php 700 000,000 50
W& San Mguet o
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