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DENR to tap forestry, mining resour es
to spur PHLS economic growth, devt

By JONATHAN L. MAYUGA

" @jonlmayuga

THE government is eyeing to tap the
potentials of forestry and mining sec-
tors to sustain economic growth and

development in the Philippines, an officia:l of
the Department of Environment and Natural
Resources (DENR) said.

DENRUndersecretary for Policy,Planning,
and InternationalAffairs Jonas R.Leones enu-
merated the plans on forestry and mining dur-
ing the 48th Philippine Business Conference
and Expo hosted by the Philippine Chamber
of Commerce and Industry last month in Ma-
nila, wherein he represented DENRSecretary
Maria Antonia Yulo-Loyzaga.

In a news release, he said the DENR'sstrate-
gic plans and programs on forestry and mining
are geared to "to support our country's growth
trajectory within the context of resilience and
sustainable development."

The plans and programs are consistent
with the policy statement of President Fer-
dinand R. Marcos Jr. during his first State
of the Nation Address, wherein the highest
official of the land highlighted the preser-
vation of the environment as key to "the
preservation of life."

He said as the agency mandated to man-
age the country's natural wealth, the DENR
aims to develop acceptable, science-based
and risk-informed strategies to conserve
and protect the environment and natural
resources through partnerships with vari-
ous government agencies, civil society or-
ganizations and advocates, industries and
the academe.

'Io spur more investment in forestry, Leones
said the DENR aims to establish a conducive
investment climate by developing a real-time,
single-point access forestry investment por-
tal that will provide information and services

about forestry investment and ready a eas for
development and utilization.

The portal will have link, to fi ancial
and credit facilities of partner finan ial in-
stitutions such as the Development ank of
the Philippines, which suppcrts the ENR's
agro-forestry plantation program:

It will also offer access to insuranc pack-
ages of the Philippine Crop Insurance C rp. for
selected tree species in develop ei forest lanta-
tions, he added ..

Leones disclosed the DENR is 0 en for
public-private partnership to deve op an
estimated 960,000 hectares for tim er and
agro-forestry production.

He said the forestry sectc r could
a potential source of nature- based ffsets
in carbon trading and. offse tting sc emes
that could generate climate financ from
carbon market mechan isrns throu h vol-
untary markets, compliance marke s, and
result-based payments through RE D+ or
the Reducing Emissions frorr. :)efore
and Forest Degradation.

Leones said the DENR has also int sified
forest protection by curbing i legal log ing in
reducing "hotspot" areas nationwide.

Recognizing the various benefits 0 bam-
boo in stabilizing river system sand ser ing as
a carbon sink, Leones said the agency' s look-
ing into partnerships with the Depa tment
of Trade and Industry and other gove' ment
agencies for the development of the b mboo
industry, one of the main targets in its N tional
Greening Program.

The DENR currently overse-es 15 illion
hectares of land classified as forestla ds. In
2011, the country's forest CoVEr was 6 8 mil-
lion hectares but it increased by 5.6 rcent
or 7.2 million hectares based on the ecent
2020 data captured by the . ationa Map-
ping and Resource Information Au ority
or NAMRIA.



~~ STRATEGIC

~~ ~:MUNICATION

~5:i=~INITIATIVES
, SERVICE

D ,,0

~

PPER PAGEl
STORY

OWER

D D D
BANNER EDITORIAL CARTOON
STORY

DATEPAGETITlE:

DENR welcomes partneship
with PPP to develop 1M
hectares for agro-forestry

Bv Joel dela based payments thro~gh
, REDD+ or the Reducingorre Emissions from Defores-

THE Deparbnent of En- tation and Forest Degra-
vironment and Natural dation.
Resources (DENR) said it Atthernoment.thegov-
is open for public-private ernment oversees 15 mil-
partnership to develop an lion hectares ofland classi-
estimated 960,000 hect- fied as forest lands as it
ares for timber and agro- intensified forestprotection
forestry production. bycurbingillegalloggingin

According to Underse- reducing "hotspot" areas
cretaryfor Policy, Planning nationwide.
and International Affairs During the recent 48th
Jonas Leones, this is part of Philippine Business Con-
the DENR's programs un- ference and EXpOhosted
der the Marcos adminis- by the Philippine Chamber
tration where plans for the of Commerce and Indus-
forestry have been laid try,EnvironmentSecretary
down to offer strong po- Maria Antonio Yulo Loyz-
tential towards economic aga through Leones, said
growth and development. that the DENRisairning to

He said the forestry sec- develop acceptable, sci-
tor could be a potential ence-based and risk-in-
source ofnature-based off- formed strategies to con-
sets in carbon trading and serve and protect the envi-
offsetting schemes that ronment and natural re-
could generate climate fi- sources through partner-
nance from carbon market ships with various govern-
mechanisms through vol- mentagencies,civilsociety
untary markets or compli- organizations and advo-
ance markets and result- cates, industries and' the

academe.
Leones said that the

DENR strategic plans and
programs on forestry and
rnining are geared towards
maximizing its potential
"to support our country's
growthtrajectorywithinthe
context of resilience and
sustainable development"

According to Leones,
these plans and programs
areconsistentwiththepolicy
statement of-President Fer-
dinand R Marcos Jr.during
his first State of the Nation
Address, towit "Thepreser-
vationof theenvironmentis
the preservation of life."

Recognizingthevarious
benefits ofbarnboo in sta-
bilizing river systems and
serving as carbon sinks,
Leones said the agency is
looking into partnerships
with the Department of
Trade and Industry and
other government agencies
for the development of the
bamboo industry, one of
the main ~¥gets in its Na-
tional Greening Program
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for Tubbatah,l
rehab release~

Nine years after a US Navy ship
ran aground on parts of the
Tubbataha Reefs Natural Park
(TRNP), and seven years after
the United States had paid the
Philippine government for the
damage, the funds were finally
released.

The provincial govern-
ment of Palawan received the
amount of P58,375,080 as mon-
ey for the "rehabilitation of
Tubbataha" on Oct. 25.

"The Department of En-
vironment and Natural Re-
sources has been working
with us to get the funds re-
leased and transferred to the
provincial government; they
really worked on it," TRNP
protected area superinten-

dent Angelique Songco said.
"[Former governor and

now] congressman Antonio
Alvarez also facilitated its re-
lease, and the provincial gov-
ernment will immediately bid
out the work," Songco added.

The funds will be used to
complete the living quarters
of the Tubbataha park rangers,
who guard the reefs 24/7, 365
days a year. The current ranger
station, built in 2000, sits on a.
sandbar in Tubbataha's North
Atoll, and has been continu-
ously battered by typhoon
winds. Also in the future, al-
though not covered by the
funds, are plans for the ·com-
pletion of a research station
and a helipad.

An Inquirer stc ry on Aug. 14
reported on the rangers' plight.

"We are grateful for the
contribution of the various
agencies in prcviding our
rangers with a safe and decent
home in the middle of the Sulu
Sea," Songco sad "This is a
clear expression of how much
we as a nation value their per-
sonal sacrifices in safeguard-
ing our patrimony. '

The 97,o30-hectare TRNP
was first declared a nation-
al marine park, tl first of its
kind, by then Pres .dent Cora-
zon Aquino in 1981l.

It is now treasui ed as a Un-
esco World Heritage Site for
being a haven of marine biodi-
versity. INQ

ON GUARD 24/7 Tubbataha Reefs Natural Park protected area superintendent Angl~ ique
Songco (center) with some of the park rangers in the North Atoll, with the new ranger station
and other structures being built in the background. Photo taken in June 2022 at the end of the
first Tubbataha diving season in two years. Trips to Tubbataha had been suspended di, ring
the COVID-19Iockdowns. -CONTRIBUTED PHOTO~ -

DATE
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. 'Tubbataha gets
P58-M rehab fund

Nine years after a US Navy ship ran aground
on the reefs of the Tubbataha natural park. the
Ps8-million payment for the damage has finally
been released. according to the group looking
after the site. The money will mainly go to the'
completion of the park rangers' living quarters.
The 97.ooo-hectare biodiversity haven in the Sulu
Sea has been the focus of conservation efforts -15
since the Cory Aquino administration.
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Panaon Island as
protected area sought

BY ELMER RECUERDO

SOGOD, Southern Leyte - Two bills filed by
Southern Leyte solons to declare an island in the
province as a protected area gained support from
an international environmental advocacy group.

Southern Leyte Second District Rep.
Christopherson Yap filed House Bill 4095 and
First District Rep. Luz Mercado filed House
Bill 3743seeking to declare Panaon Island as a
protected seascape under the Expanded ational
Integrated Protected Areas System Act and
enhance efforts to safeguard the island's coral
reefs and threatened and endangered species.

The two bills were filed at the start of the
19th Congress and are still pending in the House
Committee on Natural Resources and they outline
the parameters of the protected seascape's
coverage in the towns of Liloan, San Francisco,
Pintuyan and San Ricardo, the mechanisms for
administration, the prohibited acts and penalties,
and the funding requirements to sustain its
protection.

The Sangguniang Bayan of the four
municipalities earlier this year passed their

. respective resolutions expressing support for the

establishment of Panaon Island as a prot cted
seascape under the E-NIPAS.

"Our municipality's vision is to be the pre .er
eco-tourism destination in the regicn and since
municipal waters are blessed with whale sharks
in our area, a well-managed marine sanctuary
would definitely benefit the wel-being and
natural habitat of these wonderful ~,€a creators,"
Pintuyan Mayor Ricarte Amper Estrella said.

Yapsays the declaration of Panaon Island as a
marine protected area will ensure tl tat the fut~e
generations will still be able to enjoy the div rse
marine flora and fauna that are still presen .

He said the formation of a special bod to
protect the area will deter commercial vessels
from encroaching in municipal waters and ep
its prized reefs from destruction.

"This will allow marine life to thrive and t be
available to our subsistence fishermen and~'ve
assurance to our visitors that they will get at
they came for or will have something much be ter
to come back to," Yap said.

The island was found by an international s dy
as among the priority reefs that will highly' ely
withstand the devastating impacts of clim te
change.

!lAU

\

\

\

\

\

\

\

\



"
~~sm"G"

.11I. m. ~Q 0 0 0
. ~:MUNICATION «~t JaniIa «tmt5 BANNER EDITORIAL CARTOON

0 STORY STORY

INITIATIVES LOWER

SERVICE ~~1 -22
PAGE DATETITlE:

Palawan among world's (most desirable' islands
ATRAVElmagazine based In the United Frasco, who headed the Philippine and the Filipino brand to the world and to
Kingdom has listed Palawan as one of the delegation to the recel\t World Trayel ensure the continued sustalnabillty of our
"most deslrable"lslands In the world. Market In London, said these awards Islands: she added.

The Wanderlust magazine made the "reflect the efforts to revive the tourism The magazine also nominated Cebu for
announcement on November 9 (November Industry that are well underway, es- Most Desirable Region this year.
10 in Manila). pedally because of the Marcos admin- The award for Palawan adds to the .

Tourism Seaetary Christina Garda istration's thrust towards prioritizing honors the country bas received, even at
Frasco thanked the readers of the maga- t91!rllm devel9pment," the height of the (ovld.n crisis.
zlne forMthelr loye and support for the "Rest assured that we will continue Conde Nast rravellnduded the

~Pfh=III"",-,-ln=e=s",-,-,~_~ ..:.W:.:.lt=h-=-ou=r-=m::::ls-=sl-=on,-,t:.:..o:.:.he:.:.ra=ld=..t-=-h..:..e.:...:Ph::::II.:!:lp.Lpl_ne-"-s_-,,-Ph.:...:I.::cllp,-,,plnesIn Its list of the 40 Most

Beautiful Countries In ·the World last
June, lCknowledglng the Puerto Prine-
esa IIr derground River's cave system,
Bohell's Chocolate Hills, and the B,naue
Rice TI'rraces.

The following month, the tr~vel
publication Travel +Leisure addtd (ebu,
Palawiln,and Barmy to its list of the 25
Best Islands In Jhe world.

MOISESCRUZ
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Tree planting and beyona

President Marcos Jr.'s recent declaration
that we need to plant more trees-as
well as his decision to celebrate his 65th
birthday with a tree planting activi-

ty-reminds me of Republic Act No. 10176
or the Arbor Day Act of 2012,which has this
curious passage: "All able-bodied citizens of
the Philippines, who are at least twelve (12)
years of age, shall be required to plant one
(1)tree every year."

I'm not sure if this law-which tasks lo-
cal government units to organize Arbor Day
celebrations and encourages the "use of en-
demic or indigenous species" -ever got im-
plemented. Even if it is, I'm not sure how it
can be operationalized. Instead of requiring lion trees since its inception in 1991, I saw
individual citizens to do something, a much how the annual event has contributed to
better approach is to enable and incentivize developing environmental consciousness
them to do so-and to support those who al- among locals, many of whom fondly re-
ready conduct tree planting (and nurturing) member joining the Pista as students-and
as their jobs, such as our underpaid and un- speak of their concern for their island's en-
derappreciated forest guards. vironmental future.

Regardless, it's not a bad idea to promote For this reason, I urge the President to
tree planting. As RA 10176 rightfully noted, follow through with his commitment to
"there is a need for a collaborated effort be- support not just tree planting activities, but
tween the State and its citizenry to combat the Department of Environment and Nat-
the loss of our natural resources and reju- ural Resources' (DENR) Enhanced National
venate our environment by undertaking Greening Program, making sure that the
nationwide tree planting activities and pro- recommendations from environmentalists,
viding effective measures for their mainte- scientists, indigenous groups, local com-
nance and sustainability." When we feel that rnunities, and other stakeholders are ac-
we contributed to nature, we're more likely counted for. Vice President Sara Duterte's
to protect it and be invested in its fate. Ar- Department of Education has an important
bor Day and other collective tree planting role to ensure that schools are meaningful-
activities are also opportunities for people ly involved in such activities: Aside from
to discover and celebrate the natural areas providing our children badly needed ex-
within their localities-and participate in posure to nature, we need them to realize
community building. (and experience) not just how forests can

I caught a glimpse of this in Pista YAng heal humans ("The healing power of for-
Kagueban, Puerto Princesa's "Feast of the ests," 10/14/2022), but how we humans can
Forest," which I participated in while I was heal forests.
living in Palawan as an ethnographer in However, I must echo all the environmen-
2014. Aside from having planted two mil- talists who, in response to the President's call glasco@inquirer.com.ph~~--------------~----------------~

SECOND OPINION
GIDEON LASCO

for tree planting, have made it pain that it
is not enough to counter the env ronmen-
tal damage over the past decades ncluding
during martial law, where th re w massive
cronyism-driven deforestati n an destruc-
tion of our mangroves. Neither i t enough
to address the climate crisis, or m gate par-
ticular vulnerabilities faced by the country's
poor and indigenous peoples who bear the
brunt of our disasters.

To truly realize-in the P 'esident's
own words-- the "goal of reduci g pover-
ty, ensuring food security, environmental
stability, conserving biodiversity and mit-
igating climate change," environmentally
destructive , rd unsustainable mining and
reclamation projects all over th country
must be stopped. Just as crucially the peo-
ple who are standing in the way of these
projects=-oru environmental an land de-
fenders=-must be protected mstead of be-
ing Red-tagged and vilified. It is ost wel-
come news that DENR has put Kaliwa Dam
on hold, but all over the country, there are
various projects=-contemplated or imple-
mented-that will accelerate our ecological
death spiral.

Coal mini ng, for instance, s underway in
South Cotabato, notwithstanding tt e threats
it poses to food and water security, s well as
to indigenous ways of life. Even Sibuyan Is-
land in Romblbn-home to Mt. Guiting-Gu-
iting-is being eyed' for a aicke mining
project, notwithstanding its immer se biodi-
versity and fragile ecosystem. rtIld ~course,
we have already seen how the co stline of
Coron has beer devastated by an illegal recla-
mation projec t that somehow still t appened
despite being" nauthorized.'

Greed is the enemy of green, and the gov-
ernment must: :nake clear whose side it is on.
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Will Aparri disappes r
under a rising sea?
TUVALU is an island nation located halfway between Austra-

lia and Hawaii. It is one of the smallest countries in the world,
with a land area of26 square kilometers and a population of

11,925 in 2021. With its limited resource base, it is extremely vul-
nerable to the adverse impacts of climate change. Worse, it is faci.ig
the highest risks associated with the climate crisis due to rising E a
levels. Scientists say that as sea level rises, sand and gravel erode away
into the seabed as the shoreline recedes; accordingly, a country Ilke
Tuvalu will eventually disappear under a rising sea ..................................................•......••• ,...

Rainwater is the main source of freshwater in Tuvalu. Groundwater re-
sources are no longer suitable for human consumption due to pollution from
saltwater intrusion caused by rising sea levels. Salinity intrusion enhanced by
the porosity of soil has destroyed pulaka crops, a swamp taro grown main ..y in
Tuvalu and an important source of carbohydrates for the inhabitants. As most
Tuvaluans live in coastal areas, additional stress is being placed on the alre ady
vulnerable marine ecosystem. Rising sea temperatures also contribute to coral
bleaching and decreasing marine productivity. .

Todraw attention to Tuvalu's struggle against rising sea levels, Foreign Min-
ister Simon Kofe gave a speech to the 2021 United Nations climate conference
in Glasgow standing knee-deep in seawater to show how his low-lying Pac ific
island nation is on the front line of climate change. Images of Kofe standing
in a suit and tie at a lectern set up in the sea, with his trouser legs rolled up,
have been widely shared on social media.

From the Associated Press: "The world should confront climate change the
way it does nuclear weapons, by agreeing to a non-proliferation treaty t at
stops further production of fossil fuels, a small island nation leader urged
Tuesday. The proposal by Tuvalu came as vulnerable nations pushed for more
action and money at international climate talks in Egypt, while big polluters
remained divided over who should pay for the damage industrial greenh iuse
gas emissions have done to the planet."
. "We all know that the leading cause of climate crisis is fossil fuels," Tuvalu

Prime Minister Kausea Natano told his fellow leaders, adding that Tuvalu has
joined Vanuatu and other nations calling for a fossil fuels non-proliferation
treaty. "It's getting too hot and there is very little time to slow and reverse
the increasing temperature. Therefore, it is essential to prioritize fast-acting
strategies," Natano said.

Fossil fuel refers to an energy source made from fossilized animals a. d
plants. This organic matter is compressed and heated over millions of years
until it forms coal, oil, or natural gas. Burning these fuels is bad for the enviro n-
ment as they release carbon dioxide (CO) that contributes to global warming:

Climate activists, religious authorities including the Vatican, and sbrne
scientists have previously advanced the idea of a non-proliferation treaty for
coal, oil and natural gas, but Natano's speech gave it a boost in front of a global
audience at COP27.

A rising sea level poses a serious threat to coastal life around the world. ~~he
highest elevation in Tuvalu is 4.6 meters above sea level. In the Philippines, we
have towns equally vulnerable to rising seas. The town of Aparri, for exampl e,
has coastal areas with an elevation of one meter above sea level, and its low-
est elevation is minus one meter below sea level. Seas are predicted to rise a
foot by 2050, regardless of how much global carbon emissions can be reduced.

Like Tuvalu and other island nations, the Philippines is on its way to a ma-
jor climate change disaster unless global leaders figure out soon how to avert
the worst of global warming.

World leaders and diplomats attending the COP27 climate summit in Egypt
have framed the fight against global warming as a battle for human surviva 1.
In speech, European Commission President Ursula von der Leyen urged
countries to hasten action on climate change. "The global fossil fuel crisis must
be a game changer. So let us not take the "highway to hell" but let's earn the
clean ticket to heaven," she said.

UN Secretary General Antonio Guterres on Monday said: "We are in the
fight of our lives, and we are losing. Greenhouse gas emissions keep growing, •
gl~bal tempe~atures keep rising, and our planet is fast approaching tipping
pomts that WIllmake climate chaos irreversible."
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By Jordeene B. Lagare
@jordeenelagare

The first phase of the Pzfi-bil-
lion Wawa Bulk Water Sup-
ply Project has commenced
its commercial run, bringing a
vital new water source to pop-
ulous Metro Manila, proponent
WawaJVCo Inc. said.

WawaJVCo, a joint venture
between Razon-led Prime In-
frastructure Capital Inc. and
Violago-Ied San Lorenzo Ruiz
Builders and Developers Group
Inc., said phase one of the proj-

phase two is on track, with
WawaJVCo saying the river
diversion milestone had been
achieved this week.

The river diversion is seen
to minimize construction exe-
cution risk, allowing WawaJVCo
to start building the main dam
body by December this year,
work through the wet season
and complete the project on
schedule.

The company is targeting
to complete phase 2, dubbed
the Upper Wawa Dam, by 2025.

Construction began in the mid-

ect would initially deliver 80
million liters per day (MLD) of
raw water to utility concession-
aire Manila Water Co. Inc.

The facility comprises three
parts: the weir where water is
impounded, the pumping sta-
tion that brings water to the
treatment plant and the buried
water pipeline.

WawaJVCo announced on
Thursday that it had launched
the commercial run of this proj-
ect on Oct. 25.

"Prime Infra fulfilled its
promise to the government to

e
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er
deliver on tr water
infrastructure, which will help
ensure the reliability of raw
water supply to customers of
Manila Water at a cost-effective
manner," said Prime Infra chair
Enrique Razon Jr.

"This milestone demon-
strates Prime Infra's strong track
record in delivering criticaliinfra-
structure projects in challenging
situations," added Razon.

Phase 2 coming
Meanwhile, the construe-

tion of Wawa Water project

dle of the pandemic.
Once completed, it will be

able to supply at least 518MLD
of raw water to Manila Water,
benefiting more than 500,000
households in the East Zone
concession area.

Flagship
Manila Water holds a fran-

chise to provide water and
waste water services to the
eastern side of Metro Manila
and parts of Rizal.

"The development of the
bulk water project would not

have been achieved wit out
the full support of our stake-
holders. We will continue to
build on this momentur as
we progress in the construc-
tion of phase 2 with the 'ision
of creating shared value for
both the off taker and the ost
communities," Prime Infra
CEO Guillaume Lucci said.

The Wawa project is an ong
the government's flagship in-
frastructure projects intend-
ed to increase water supply
in Me~ro Manila and adjacent
areas.rso
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Wanderlust
hails Palawan

'Best Island'
BY RAFFY AYENG
@tribunephCraj'

A month before the year ends, the
Philippine tourism industry has once again
reaped accolades from the renowned
travel magazine Wanderlust, as the
pristine island destination Palawan was
cited as the Most Desirable Island among
the world's best.

Aside from this, the Philippine
Tourism Board, through the Philippine
Department of Tourism-Central Visayas
Office ,also placed 6th among hundreds
of special entries in the Wanderlust
Sustain ability Initiative Category for
its Dive7 Program.

Wanderlust Travel Awards chooses
the best destinations in the world being
judged by the best-traveled group of
people in the United Kingdom.

Cebu was also nominated this year as
the Most Desirable Region throughout the
globe by the award-giving body.

"These awards reflect the efforts
to revive the tourism industry that
are well underway especially because
of the Marcos administration's
thrust towards prioritizing tourism
development. Rest assured that we
will continue with our mission to
herald the Philippines and the Filipino
brand to the world, and to ensure
the continued sustainability of our
islands," said Tourism secretary
Christina Garcia Frasco during the
awarding ceremony last 9 November.

Frasco, who led the Philippine
delegation to the World Travel Market
recently held in London said the future of
Philippine tourism remains positive and
bright, with President Ferdinand Marcos
Jr's support for the industry as a priority
in his administration.

"Since we have begun, with all the
programs and plans of the Marcos
administration, we have far surpassed
this goal," she said.

"Driving our economic recovery
is no other than the Filipino people.
We have a young and well-trained
workforce who are as kind and gentle
as people, as they are courageous and
fierce," she added.

These new awardsadd to the long list
of recognitions the country has earned
even at the height of the Covid-19crisis.
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Some may laud the Marcos Jr. administration for its apparent
efforts to address environmental concerns, but the fact is, it
has no choice,

The planet is on the brink of dying, and if governments do
not act fast enough - moreso, as one humankind - then what
will be left for the next generations?

We might as well really end with Z.
So let's go back to the ABCs of climate change and this time

really understand it.
No lecture will be taking place in this space, however - enough

of lectures, we say,just do what's right.
First, let us throw out some garbage, but not just out the window.

Floods do bring them back to your door after all, or even on your
roofs if you were unfortunate to be on the path of a tropical
cyclone with the wind power of "Yolanda,» "Odette," or "Paeng."

Segregation, recycling, and up cycling are words that now
must live by, The oceans can no longer take the abuse, ~nd

"Immediate
action is needei;
and while
planting trees
wiu be benejicinl
in the long 1m~
efforts being
made today
are simply 001
eoough.
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our marine resources are fast depleting.
Let's take more garbage out and take those obsolete

rules to the cleaners. Laws that cushion industrial giants
polluting the air and the seas should be junked. Laws that
protect corporate giants that shrink our forests to pad their
pockets should be changed.

,Other governments are acting on the undeniable effects
of industrialization by creating policies to reduce carbon
emissions. Major countries in Europe are aiming to "reach
.net zero emissions by 2050," as guided by the Paris
Agreement.

This agreement - signed in December 2015by 195 states
- is considered "the most important pact for international
cooperation on tackling climate change."

The Philippines shares in this -commitment as it was
, ratified under the Duterte regime in 2017. There is no

recourse, as the country faces environmental issues that
affect us now.

An article on earth.org zeroes in on four main issues: air
pollution, plastic pollution, marine pollution, and sea level rise.

The last one is particularly relevant followingthe destruction
caused by super typhoon "Paeng."

"Tn line with the problem, earth.org's projection shows that
residents of the country's capital city,Manila, will be displaced
by 2100if the current trend continues. At the moment, Manila
is already subsiding at 20 millimeters per year, surpassing the
mean sea level rise almost tenfold," writes Khalid Raji on 9
November 2022.

Immediate action is needed, and while
planting trees will be beneficial in the long
run, efforts being made today are simply not
enough. '

The damage to our environment is too deep
to solve in just six years.

Moreover, if we continue the way we are
now and at the pace, we are addressing
the problems, experts say that "economic
damage to the Philippines could reach up
to 7.6percent of gross domestic product by
2030 and by 13.6 percent of GDP by 2040,"
the World Bank said. , ,

These projections are serious enough to merit more attention
not just from President Ferdinand Marcos Jr., but all of us,
Filipinos.

"Segregation,
recycling, and
upcycling are
words that now
must live by.
The oceans can
no longer take
the abuse, and
our marine
resources are faSt
depleting.
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lima e Chang.:!,in the Philippines
will ontin II and accelerate,
whic poses I ajor risks for the
nati 's long- ermdevelopment,

the World Ba k warne <'

Based on he WOlrl1 Bank's report on
Wednesday, ov. 9, clitnate change could
hamper the c untry' 8 ;:tbition of be com -
ing i1 high-i orne CQIl' try by 2045 given
its h.,eavy toll on Filipii os' lives, proper-
ties, and live ihoods.

Multiple' dices ra k the Philippines
as on ' of th countriel most affected by
extreme cli ate event. The country has
experienced ighly de ltructive typhoons
almost annu lly for ICll~past 10-years.

Ar-nual I sses fro typhoons have
been estim ted at 1. percent of the
economy, 0 gross IlfmestiC product
(GDP'I, and s muclh. s 4.6 percent of
GDP in extre e cases I. ke Super Typhoon
Yolar.da in 2 13.

If left un ddressed World Bank said
climate shoe s would cbntlnue to hamper

----+

economic activities, damage infrastruc-
ture, and induce deep social disruptions.

In the World Bank's country climate
change and development report for the
Philippines, it recomtnended several
measures-to protect t~e economy from
climaw shocks.,

An'iong these recommendations were
avoiding new constructipn in flood - prone
areas: improving water storage to reduce
the risk of damaging floods and droughts.
This will also increase "Yater availability.

Likewise, World Bank wants to extend
irrigation in rainfed arras and promote
climate-smart agriculnire.practices such
as Alternate Wetting and Drying (AWD).

Moreover, the bank suggested to make
social protection programs adaptiiie and

"scalable to respond to climate shocks as
well as remove the obstrcles that private
actors face in scaling investments in re-
newable energy.

Lastly, the government regulators
should ensure new buildings are energy
efficieht and climate resilient, World Bank
said.

ODD
BA~NER EDITORIAL CARTOON
STORY
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rrq, World Bank vice-
t Asia and Pacific, said
ould benefit from an
towards more renew-

Manuela V.
president for E
the Philippines

j ••energy transttio
able energy.

UAccelerate~deC!irbonization would
reduce e ectricit , costs by about 20 per-
cent belo~ curre ~tlet~l.s which is good for
the country's co pe utiveness and would
also drama tical ~ re uce air pollution,"
Ferro said.

The private s ,cto~has a crucial role to
play in aacelerat pg t ;e adoption of green
technologies anra ping up climate fi-
nance by workin • wi Ih local financial in-
stitutions and re plat~rs, World Bank said.

UThe invest. nts.reeded to undertake
these actions ar !suqstantial, but not out
of reach~" John andolfo, International
Finance Corp., £ting vice president for
Asia and the Pac pc said.

uThe busines ;lea4',ers and bankers who
embrace climate a ~usiness opportunity
and offer these I r-ci:ubon technologies,
goods an~dservi fS ~ill be the front run-
ners of our futu ." Gandolfo said.
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"Binay eyes holistic
approach to fight I

climate change effects
MAKATI City Mayor Abigail Bi-
nay is proposing taking a holistic
approach so people can "survive the
worst outcomes of a changing cli-
mate."

The method, according to the
mayor, means the government en-
gages the private sector, community
leaders; non-government organiza-
tions, the academe, the media, and
other volunteer groups to strengthen
the resilience of communities and
society as a whole.

"1 believe that in order to effec-
tively combat the impacts of climate
change, we must take a whole-of-so-
ciety approach. This means working
together across various sectors and
levels of government to find innova-
tive solutions that will benefit our
communities and protect our envi-
ronment for generations to come,"
Binay said in a virtual message
during the Adapt Asia 2022 held in
Makati on Thursday.

Adapt Asia 2022, organized by
data and environmental intelligence
firm Komunidad, is a two-day fo-
rum that brings together leaders and
practitioners from across Asia to ex-
plore the actions to take in advanc-
ing climate adaptation and resilience
within their localities through inno-
vative solutions.

Binay said climate change is one
of the greatest challenges the world
is facing. She added rising global
temperatures are leading to more
intense natural disasters and chang-
ing weather patterns, which in turn
impact human societies and ecosys-
tems around the world.

"Climate change is no longer just
a distant threat. It is upon us. It is
already affecting our planet, caus-
ing rising temperatures and extreme
weather events that have made it
more difficult for us to live and work
safely," she said. Joel E. Zurbano
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The key numbers in the updated
projections:

• If current policies remain in
place, the world will heat up by an
average of2.7C by 2100. That's very,
very deep into the danger zone.

• If2030 targets are implement-
ed, that figure drops to 2.4C-the
same as CAT's estimate last year.

• If countries pursue their stat-
ed, more aggressive carbon-cutting
targets, it falls to 2C, which still fails
the Paris agreement test of "well be-
low" that very mark.

• In an optimistic scenario,
where everything that can possibly
go right goes right, warming is lim-
ited to 1.8C. But that's a figure that
Inger Andersen, UN Environment
Program executive director, recently
described as "not currently credible."

The estimates are in line with a
UN report released last month pro-
jecting a 2.5Cend-of -century average
temperature rise if countries meet
only their current commitments.

In a report detailing the projec-
tions, CAT researchers also docu-
ment how Russia's invasion of
Ukraine continues to accelerate a
global rush for gas. There is more gas
infrastructure proposed, approved
or under construction than can likely
exist without the world exceeding
the Paris Agreement warming limit
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( imate projections again point to
f

dangerous 2.7C rise by 2100
By ERIC ROSTON IBloomberg Opinion

THE research partnership Climate Action Tracker on Thur -
day released its latest projections of how greenhouse gas em s-
sions may dangerously raise the global average temperature.

The result is similar to last years-sa troubling 2,7C increase above
pre-industrial levels if policies don't improve-but a different point of
comparison adds a new dimension to the finding .
••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

of l.5C. Existing gas infrastructi e
alone pushes the world off the Inte r-
national Energy Agency's "net ze '0

emissions" pathway by 2030. A~:it
stands, gas use by 2030 needs to b e
atleast 30percent below 2021level).

"If this were only about reph :-
ing the Russian gas, we are tota y
overdoing it," said Niklas Hahne, a
climate policy scientist at Germany 5

New Climate Institute who contri -
utes to Climate Action Tracker. "An 1
that is not good news."

The report lays down a stark ,'.
lemma: Either the gas building boo'. u
will putlower levels of globalheatirf .:
out of reach, or countries are rus l'

ing to construct assets thatthey wit
just as soon abandon. Some effo :~
by industry to curb methane erniss
sions may be too little, too late fro n
the standpoint of carbon accoun '-
ing, according to the report. Efforts
to reduce "fugitive emissions," or
infrastructure leaks, are commoi
in many national plans, "but this
misses the real challenge: to move
beyond coal, oil and gas by phasin ~
out production," the CAT authors
write. "Just as there is no such thing
as 'clean coal,' there is also no 'clean
oil' nor 'clean gas'."

The focus on gas and its potentia 1
to thwart climate goals puts a grim-
mer focus on the situation than the '
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The focus on gas and its potential
to thwart climate goals puts a
grimmer focus on the situation
than the International Energy
Agency's recent World Energy
Outlook, which cited Russia's
invasion of Ukraine as a turning
point in the race toward clean
energy "not just for the time
being, but for decades to come,"
according to lEAExecutive Direc-
tor Fatih Birol.

International Energy Agency's re-
cent World Energy Outlook, which
cited Russia's invasion of Ukraine
as a turning point in the race toward
clean energy "not just for the time
being, but for decades to come," ac-
cording to lEA Executive Director
Fatih Birol.

A clear move away from gas has
taken hold in places as renewable
energy continues to expand, Hah-
ne said. "These are two competing
trends," he said. "And for us, we
would say it's a bit too early to say
which one will win."

The CAT numbers are further
sharpened by the hard reality that
1.2C of warming-the current level
-is already bringing worse impacts
than expected, he said.

Yetviewed from anotherperspec-
tive, the 2022 numbers are less grim:
They are a vast improvement over
the best case scenario at COP1S in
Copenhagen, where Climate Action
Tracker released its firstprojections.

Theyear 2009 was along-distance
sprint for diplomats, scientists, ac-
tivists and business leaders expect-

D D D
BANNER EDITORIAl CARTOO
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ingthat the annual UNtalks would fi-
nallypay off in an agreement. Barack
Obama, then in the first year of his
presidency, was so eager for a deal
that he flew to Copenhagen for the
final, disastrous days. Small-island
nations and like-minded developing
countries went to Denmark pushing
an aggressive temperature goal-
loSC above the pre-industrial aver-
age-that might givethem afighting
chance of survival.

That didn't happen until sixyears
later, in Paris. But near the close
of the COP1S talks a consortium
of researchers calling themselves
Climate Action Tracker released a
briefing paper with some sobering
news. The most aggressive targets
that developed countries were then
offering would leave the world at
roughly3.2Cofwarmingbycentury's
end. The less ambitious goals might
bring about 3.SC of warming-and
utter catastrophe.

From the standpoint of the 2009
Copenhagen COP,then, the 14th year
of Climate Action Tracker is rather
incredible.

"It's 1.SC degrees better than
in 2009. That's, I think, remark-
able," said Hahne, who was the lead
author of the 2009 CAT analysis.
"And it's something that motivates
me to keep doing this, because you
have so much bad news. This is the
goodnews."

An individual UNclimate confer-
encemight not seem to make much of
a difference, he said. "But if you look
at the system as a whole-the con-
ferences since 2009 until now-they
have definitely achieved something.
Nowwe are in a different world." With
assistance from Janet Paskin / Bloomberg. '
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SHARMEl, SHEIKH, Egypt: High-
level talks on scaling up finance
for developing countries to green
their economies and prepare for
global warming impacts began
Wednesday at the COP27 climate
conference with 1 negotiators dif-
fering on the funding's size and
providers.

In 2009, the chaotic UN climate
summit in Copenhagen saw rich
nations promise $100 billion a
year by 2020 to the Global South,
but two years past that deadline
the amount delivered is still $17
billion short, according to the
OEeD.
. Even this figure overestimates

rich nation largesse if loans and
funds not already allocated for
other purposes are excluded from
the tally, say Oxfam and other
NGOs that track the issue.

Developed nations attending
the November 6 to 18 talks at the
Red Sea resort of Sharm El Sheikh
now say the $100-billion goal will
be reached by the end of 2023.

Discussions on how much to
give after the current round of
commitments expire in 2025 -
and whether to expand the pool
of donors to include other nations,
notably China - have already got-
ten underway.

But more than a dozen years
after the original pledge was made,
estimates of future financial flows
required have increased several
fold, promising to make upcom-
ing negotiations difficult.

The climate finance talks kicked
offwith three questions in need of
"political guidance": Should there
be quantitative goals? Should the
donor base be expanded? Should
financing also cover "loss arid
damage" that has already oc-
curred?

"We must not replicate the
shortcomings in the delivery of
the $100 billion," said Rosalinda
Soipan Tuya, a Kenyan MP speak-
ing on behalf of the negotiating
bloc of African nations.

The amount needed over the
second half of this decade should,
she added, "be based on need,"
which she estimated at more than
$1.3 trillion per year globally by

-2030.
Other developing nation repre-

sentatives focused not just on the
amount, but on the conditions
under which financing would be

made available.
"Wemust ensure our debt levels

are not enhanced," said an official
from The Maldives, representing
the AOSIS group of small island
nations, some of whom face the
prospect of being wiped off the
map by rising seas.

"The financing must be grant-
based and simple to access."

'Paltry sum'

A number of nations lamented
the paucity of outright grants
compared to loans.

The representative from Paki-
stan insisted that the contested
category of loss and damage
- essentially compensation for
unavoidable climate impacts -
should also be covered as well.

"1come from ground zero of the
climate crisis," she said, referring
to massive flooding in August that
covered a third of her country and
caused more than $30 billion in
economic losses, according to the
World Bank.

Standing in for wealthy nations
that were until recently reluctant
to allow loss and damage onto the
formal negotiating agenda of the
UN talks was US special envoy for
the climate John Kerry.

"No government in the world
has the money to do what we have
to do to win this battle," he said,
noting that total needs could reach
$4 trillion.

"We have to think completely
differently about how we can
mobilize finance," he added, la-
menting the failure of developed
countries to deliver the "paltry
sum" of $100 billion dollars.

Diplomats from developing
nations criticized the persistent
imbalance in climate financing
which, within the UN framework,
should be evenly split between
reducing emissions (mitigation}
and boosting resilience to future
impacts (adaptation). .

As climate disasters have multi-
plied over the last decade, nations
in the Global South have called for
a separate financial facility for loss
and damage.

"Weneed a common definition
of what exactly constitutes climate
finance," said IMF chief Kristalina
Georgieva. "It is paramount to
measure what needs there are and
their net worth." AFP
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12 a.m. thoughts: Defining success should
be a personal process. Different goals,
different satisfaction, different needs,
therefore different measures of success.
@jaicabajar

lingering effects of COVID. Work smarter,
.not harder.
Megan Ben Dor Ruthven, @_Dlbdr_

Why do I still take COVID precautions?
It's a lot easier to wear a mask or seek
clean air than without warning need to
reschedule weeks of plans or deal with

Why expect GenZs and young Millennials
to save the world from problerr s Boomers
and GenXers created? Tapos sasabihan pa
sila ng "pa-woke." Kaya wala silang amor sa
mga mas nakakatanda. Instead of handing
them a better world, they're exp ected to

clean up sh*t they never created.
@GerryCacanindio

{

At this point everyone on earth should be aJ
"climate activist" if they want to stay alive.
@ClareSaxon

Wishful thinking isn't a substitute for
policy change.
Ahmed Ali, @MrAhmednurAli

.~
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Bank pledges 10,000 trees at the
LaMesa Watershed

SECURITY Bank Corp.an-
nounced that it and Security
Bank Foundation Ine. (SBFI) ..

comritted to plant 10,000 seedlings
at the La Mesa Watershed over the
next fiveyears, contributing to refer-
estai' on efforts that began in 1999.
'.I a statement, the lender said

that ecurityBankemployee'splant-
ed 2,pOOseedlings ofLagoand Mala-
papaya trees at the watershed. This
was in partnership with aprogram of
the tBS-CBN Foundation Ine. This
program, according to the lender, has
been serving the community in pro-
tecting one of the biggest source~of
clean water in Metro Manila.

The La Mesa Watershed is the
largest rainforest in Metro Manila
and the region's major source of po-
table water. The activity in~olved

~~--------~---~ ...".....

more than 200 employee volunteers
and generated 1,600volunteer hours.
The lender said SBFIis this year's top
private donor forLaMesaWatershed
reforestation.

"Weknow and understand that
protecting the environment is criti-
cal to uplifting the quality of lives.
Our commitment represents 45
percent of the LaMesaWatershed's
remaining area for reforestation. By
planting these seedlings, wewillhelp
increase the country's fore~t cover,
offset carbon emissions that affect
global warming, prevent flooding,
and ensure the cleanliness ofMetro
Manila's water supply,"said Melissa
R.Aquino, trustee and corporate see-
retaryofSBFI, the lender's corporate
social responsibility arm.

The commitment to plant 10,000

.importance of climate change, the
bank's sustainability efforts, and
how employees can contribute to
achieving the Bank's sustainabil-
.ity goals; .
- "We ;;re determined to build a

societr •.that values sustainabilny
and the. protection of our natural

.' resources to ensure the future of
. th~ coming generations. Through
this landmark project with the La
Mesa Watershed and the ABS-CBN
Foundation, we are one step closer
in ful~illing the reforestation target
set for LaMesa," said Jeanne Nicole

, B.~izares, head of the Sustainability
Unit of Security Bank.
The lender said the SBFIcontin-

~es to support education through
Its flagship program that build new
classrooms. .

trees in five years ~ill be compli-
mented byenviron ental education
efforts, which is aloin line with
the bank's e ducatio advocacy, the
lender said.

"Security Ba.n Foundation's
adoption of 25 hec ares of the La
Mesa Watershed f r five years is
proof of their long term commit-'
ment to protecting nd preserving
the environment; the ABS-CBN
Foundation ishono ed to be a part-
ner in their advoca ," said Joseph
Alfonso T.A:calon, ead of the ABS-
CBN Foundation ogram called
"Bantay Kalikasan."

The lends r said t at prior to the
tree-planting event employees of
SBFI and Security ank's Sustain
ability Unit onduct d virtual learn-
ing session with em loyees the
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By DANESSA RIVERA percent of total fossil fuel costs eration - ,despite its sl w
during the period. growth- a '~.ided$78mill m

The Philippines rakes in· Amid soaring fossil fuel i.n.fossilfu~pen~~desplt
benefits from solar usage - prices, solar power is already soler accou: tingio! only one
albeit its minimal generation contributing to meeting elec- percent of neration.
- with avoided $78million in tricity demand in Asia and Meanw Ie, majority of
fossil fuel spending from [anu- enhancingenergysecurlty,the the estimal d first half sa -
my to June this year,based on a findings showed. ings inAsia .refromChin at
report analyzingAsia's utiliza- "Asian countries have $21billion, with its solar ca-
tion of solar. shown that rapid solar de- pacity servidg fivepercent of
. In the report by Ember, the ployment is possible, setting its total el :Iricitydeman
CentreforResearchonEnergy a remarkable example and Japan Sl w the second-
and CleanAir (CREA)and the providing valuable lessons highest itrl. lact) with $5.6
Institute forEnergyEconomics learned for their peers in the billion ma'g::>idedWelcos
and FinancialAnalysis (IEEFA) region. As the p.1;icesof solar th.anks to ~rIa,rtRQ~er gen-
said solar generation allowed and storage plummet; and the eration alof !."
sevenAsian countries-China, potential cost savings have The rep<;Jt also cited at
India, Japan, South Korea; started to materialize, solar meeting th ~current targets
Vietnam, the Philippines and dominance in Asia now looks for solar capacity in 2030
Thailand - to avoid potential to come much sooner than couldenabllethesevenco n-
fossil fuel costs of appro xi- previously expected," Ember's tries to avoid- at least 4
mately $34 billion in the first AsiaelectricityanalystAchmed. billion in fu '\ costs,whi
semester alone. Shahtam Edianto said. $10hillionn:Jprethanthe
This is equivalent to nine The Philippines' solar gen- h;ll£of this .l,~ar.

~~~~== ~==~~--~---
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Planet Earth: Eight billion
humans and dwindling resources
By AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE

UNITED NATIONS, United
States (AFP) - Are eight bil-
lion humans too many for
planet Earth? As we reach

this milestone on Nov. 15, most ex-
perts say the bigger problem is the
overconsumption of resources by the
wealthiest residents.

"Eight billion people, it is a mo-
mentous milestone for humanity,"
said United Nations Population Fund
chief Natalia Kanem, hailing an in-
crease in life expectancy and fewer
maternal arid child deaths.

"Yet, I realize this moment might
not be celebrated by all. Some express
concerns that our world is overpopu-
lated. I am here to say clearly that the
sheer number of human lives is not a
cause for fear."

So, are there too many of us for
Earth to sustain?

Many experts say that this is the
wrong question. Instead of the fear of
overpopulation, we should focus on
the overconsumption of the planet's
resources by the wealthiest among us.

"Too many for whom, too many
for what? If you ask me, am I too
many? I don't think so," Joel Cohen of
Rockefeller University's Laboratory of
Populations told AFP. .

i' .•said the question of how many
peep. ~arth can support has two
sides: Natural limits and human
choices.

Our choices result in humans con-
suming far more biological resources,
such as forests and land, than the
planet can regenerate each year.

The overconsumption of fossil fu-
els' for example, leads to more carbon
dioxide emissions, responsible for
global warming.

We would need the biocapacity of
1.75 Earths to sustainably meet the
needs of the current population, ac-
cording to the Global Footprint Net-
work and WWF NGOs.

The most recent UNclimate report

mentions population growth as one
of the main drivers of an increase in
greenhouse gases. However, it plays
a smaller role than economic growth.

"We are stupid. We lacked fore-
sight. We are greedy. We don't use the
information we have .. That's where
the choices and the problems Iie,"
said Cohen.

However, he rejects the idea that
humans are a curse on the planet,
saying people should be given better
choices.

"Our impact on the planet is driven
far more by our behavior than by our
numbers," said Jennifer Sciubba, a
researcher at the Wilson Center, a
think tank

"It's lazy and damaging to keep
going back to overpopulation," she
added, as this allows people in wealthy
nations, who consume the most, to
cast the blame for the planet's woes
onto developing countries where
population growth is highest.

"Really, it's us. It's me and you, the
air conditioning I enjoy, the pool I have
outside, and the meat I eat at night that
causes so much more damage."

If everyone on the planet lived
like a citizen of India, we would only
need the capacity of 0.8 Earths a year,
according to the Global Footprint Net-
work and WWF. If we all consumed
like a resident of the United States, we
would need five Earths a year.

The United Nations estimates that
our planet will be home to 9.7 billion
people by 2050. .

One of the trickiest questions that
arise when discussing population is
that of controlling fertility. Even those
who believe we need to lower the
Earth's population are adamant about
protecting women's rights.

Robin Maynard, the executive di-
rector of the NGOPopulation Matters,
says there needs to be a decrease in the
population, but "only through positive,
voluntary, rights-respecting means"
and not "deplorable examplest'-of
population control.
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Electric vehicles now
exempted from coding

'r-t asily the bane of many motorists in
Metro Manila is the number cod-
ing scheme that prohibits vehicles,...1from using the roads during peak

hODrs based on the last digit of their plate
number. This vehicle reduction program
was implemented in the hopes of reducing
traffic on our already congested roads. This
means that those residing within the city
or going to any destination inside coding
zones have to consider what day of the week
it is and whether their car is allowed.

I t has led to the rise of such unique
phenomenon as the "coding car" purchase,
where wealthy buyers acquire a second ve-
hicle simply to be used during the days that
their first car is prohibited. Unfortunately,
'it does little to curb the congestion, and
.only contributes to more carbon emissions.

A s the effects of global warming are
becoming more apparent, perhaps this new
-measure may actually convince motorists

c

•..•.. '"''''
~~to be more mind-

ful of their carbon
emissions. To help
hasten the adop-
tion of electric ve-
hicles (which have
zero emissions), the
Electric Vehicle Industry Development Act
(EVIDA)law has been passed. This law pro-
vides for certain tax exemptions and several
non-fiscal incentives for distributors and
buyers of these cars. This makes these
vehicles exempt from certain import and
excise taxes, lowering their price to make
them more appealing to the buying public.

EDITORS
DESK

IAIGO S. ROCES

No emissions, no coding

For the buyers, they can enjoy some of
the non-fiscal incentives, which includes
this latest development: coding exemption.

This means, if you're one of the lucky

few who has purchased a Tesla, BYD,BMWiX,Nis-
san LEAF,J~lguari-Pace, Porsche Taycan, Renault
Twizy, Audi E-tron, or Mercedes-Benz EQSand
the like, you are free to roam the city even on your
coding days.

According to the recently released implement-
ing rules and regulations (IRR)for the EVIDAlaw,
electric vehicles are officially exempt from coding.
In response!' the MMDAhas recently circulated a
memo to its ii:rafficenforcers instructing them not
to apprehend any fully electric vehicles during their
coding days. .

This is just the first step of many more non-
fiscal incentives planned for buyers of electric ve-
hicles. In the.future, they can also expect to receive
special plate numbers to distinguish them from
normal vehicles, priority registration and renewal,
as well as priority parking in EVspaces with char-
gers provided by establishments like malls.

Are hybrids included?

This is one aspect that may need some clarifica-
tion. The IRR states that battery electric vehicles
(fully electric), hybrid vehicles, and plug-in hybrid
electric vehicles are included under the definition
of "electric vehicles." Which should therefore mean
they are exempted as well.

Ofcourse, because the latter two still have com-
bustion engines, there may be some argument or
explanation needed with the apprehending officer
should you ever be pulled over. Perhaps the safest
course of action is to wait for a list of exempted
vehicles released by the government. For now, it
will be a short one, but with many more brands
already planning to offer one by next year, you can
expect that list to grow.

Hastening the transition

It's certainly an encouraging sign from the
government. After all, tf coding was reason enough
for some of the more wealthy buyers to acquire a
second coding car, shouldn't complete exemption
be even more encouragement to get an electric
vehicle? •

Evenrange anxiety is beginning to be addressed
as major developers like SM,Ayala, and Robinsons
have now launched EVspaces with fast chargers in
their top commercial establishments.

Perhaps the only question left to ask is, how long
will this exemption last? At some point, nearly all
the vehicles on the road will be electric.

(Inigo s. Roces is the motoring editor of Manila
Bulletin)
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ProjKt ProcMlH'1 of

.ECP~Projft:Is ~~
!~ il'lhltrudure prcfKtI wilt; 5ec*wI5_ •......•••.•.•
Non-ECP~"'" .~tf"M.TI'""~Non-ECPftId;wnadonc:oatnpCl(14ltl"
Hanzont* lnfi'MWldi.ft ~ lniu..te 1M man/CorIni of
anPRA~~~. h~
lMICtI•• f'OIIdt· ~
~ 1rIr.,lt\IdUr. PfCItaets on ~.-d
PRA~I"OQoIInH",.~loh
1UCh•• ~g. condilklnlofltlClECC

and AC•••••••••••••
I PrqeettoutaidtOf.,. PiISS ~ IRocjujW.--~.j)
and .••.•not f'IQuIred toeew,..,. ECC. Il.ibmlttoPRA !heCHe
a c:ovt 01 WIe ~Ie of Nan- iIDr~101
eover.g. ICNC) II.wed by OEHR·EMa mcIi'"IIIor1ile'"*'
ehaI be IWbnwIIId kJ PfVt.. PAA-fNV necou-y
MaIIc:onduCt~rnor«orIng
wtMWt nects...,.

-F.-"-pra6eds ~ kJ h1 CJNIIan of lend ••••• diIiitIII'ICiIIhm""" •..•............•..•.•..•------
IimIIr ICJtIt.ttabbhId ptocedIint wt*iIitlhOll JIIIPIopnMt for. piIIIiC:ulatp$cl..
"'PJ'CIfedMsIn~......,. ••• PRA."..r.QUeIt1hrough.,.OENR.a..1O
bIIlndUdod" • .....".., ot ~ P-.on"1M PfOted MMT.

4A ,. protDaa IIIW'IrtIdamMionCOft'IPOftOI'IiIOf IocoMIdan PRA~ f«Io/Ined IIrldt..
...., ••••• OIChetype .-Id ~atlort by DENR.£MB. ".. be motitarwd by' '"
PRA, •• dMfNd~. PM ritMt'l'U •••• rigt'lttot;:nektrtaM mor*orfna ••••••
encI'*"'" •• lUtJnIiQiorIdpermlls.~.~ ••• cttcII'N ••••••••
buc:ttPlf*"-ptCfec:t.

••.5 TMenotronrnentII~rnonitortngaQMln""'Drtin"""""~
••••.•• conochorIIoIhECCM'ldAC • .,.,.,kab6ia.M'Id •• ~.~
endmaniIonng musutn ICOfIbtiMdIn •• EMP " EMoP or EIMPtnd •.•
~""II'Id~~oIlhePRA.

••..• 'ot~."PAA~~moniIII:Iring"""",,,,
~tIi.Il~kJ"'lCIMl"at"aon:oetnIdOE.·EM8"""
LOU. ,.. ~ ••.•• PR.A,.ENVGroup st\III _~ end c:obbcw.w .•••••••
OENR.£Ia#inl'llot LCU o 1ft ~ ~compIIncII ~ 01•.••-

~s.PfQC ••• "

CAnGORY ENVIRONMENTAL COMPlIANCE MOHITtiiiINO .!.• ••.•..• ..
• _ .•.. .•...•... --- ..-- _ ..

ECC. ...•.. --- ..•..- .- AC • ....••
"". t.Jr-iI(EU) ElS. -. .......- ...,.. •.... .-..-"- _tod ......- •••• 81••••••••

""""'''''''"' ""'" .•....•.
cPCO •• .....,..
PRA--REC, ~m.Rfc:- CU"

HCM1ROI'itII
$lENR.EMIt

ECC."'_.
• ndVerUcatI

_ ..
EJS ••

Bulking •..•.......'" IEEe..._- U,,"jEUI (..
Projli:Uon """,,,, -....•. dnignalld _t.••....• -- SM.
Rlclslmed CanI<~"'- CMR...- (PCO) •• s-.OENR-EMB

IfldlGU

s.ctIon •• ColI"If)tMntsMecIuinI.mtor~llndct. ••• rw&lrtaclleprojoIcta
IDOYINd by "* f"oMcy

&.1 _" •• __ ••• _ •• IIOOd __

may billlUbmIled 1CJ!hePM fVcugh the toIi:NMg:

~ PBA fret'It<DWmAI MerwgpmtnI Qrtwt"Y"'"
~: 1IFLlgtIPlTOWWI200BIdg .• I07P_dt,,-a.

~va9,mMllallOly

....., -_•..--•..
112 ~ Il'tllcontNt 1'Ie••••• WormMian:..2.' NIme.contectnumbef.~atId ••IftIIIbn, • ..,.af"~

1.2.2 "''''''**''um .• ~fllthe~MdIoellWon~''1toIMnI

'.3 FOtptOflctl .•••• esbtllllNdMMT.P~OtoIct~svbd •• ~~ •••
WMTooncwnIdlftd"'h~~"'NidI'lf.,. •••t ThI~
rnec:henIIrnl*"MMT~of()per1tl6cJN""-'belalowtd.

••.• Forproiedl 'fI'ilhouI:fltIbbhId MMT,"1iOIr:MInO ptOCed••• .,... bI ~ 10
~ftU~~ .

8.4.1. TtIo PRA-ENV Group ••• ..,.,.11 1M! ~ IInd COOfdii ••• wIIh N
cornpIainInt tar ~ InIUItI~tIOn wiItIin wne (31 worIUng ca.y..

U.2. WI\Ilin M (5) IP\oPOI'kIrlg~ •••• """"ftcI~ PRA INN hfOlm !he ooncernId
~. at •.•• ~ .nd ptOpIM • SpII(W En¥ironmeni* (;.oa;dIndOn
MootinOlIldjolnlnw'tig:lltiOnIOgetherM!l\ •• ~.~.1rt
1lOOf'dINMIon•••• the proponent. Ou~ tIMI~ and ~Irw •• ~ '"

IQfIftCIn IlI\d '*'" reprHenlI'd may egrH an the llmallne.of MClINfY
edicnI ~ adiSrua thllnclclenl.

• .••. 3. Aftolw1M oondutI oI)ojnt lnveslgallon, PRAoEI'N Group aNI submit_ r.port
WfthInIveo l3) working dlys to thO PRA M~ent on 1M fIndIng6 ..,...
NCOfI'II'net1dMlon.'arapproprilt.1CIion.

15.4.4. J>RA..EHV0n:MIp tnGy c:ondYd lito ¥lilt. •• _uafY ••••.•11 •.•• proponMIs
Impllmitntl(lg It.- tneMUteS to rnotw the 1&_.

8 .•. 5. The ptOpOnInI ••••• P'1IPIQ and submll • rtetliJod raport. on the I'nOMI..It'n
undeftAln k) liddras •• tnddent,. hdudIng II ~ penaink'IQ fWeto.
~ ba IUbmldI'd 10" c::cnc«nId~ "Vendas IndI.Iding PAA ~
two (2) WCIftIInQdlV- 1ft.- •.•• indchnIls tosolYld.

e •••••• FOf IOCMicaIIIuuU CSirI<tIy r..oncett*lg rec::l.ama1iDrl prqec:IIJldMIIH. PRA.
EHV Group ahIII ~ ,.,., •• IssI.II to •.• PRA.-REC Group tor-.•......•_""""

•.•••7. P.., •• .,1hIIIICtiaMoIPRA.. ••••••• on~~thllllba
~ 10'" OE~-EMB lot1M/(~ Ind I~.-an_-.y.

Iecdon 1. Fund",

lMkIndint~b •.• ~dlNlpdk;ysn..bI-.....cstranl ••• PAA
••••• .......,Iot,....-.yand~ld:WIIIH._o.-
ThIM 0ukIaInes ••••• etr.d:~"pon~II'I.~ Ofgener.
dtoAt1lOnand ~wttrI!hI OfIDeol h NaIian8I~ ~"'{ON.M}.

Apptowed an 'lf1" day d Octob« 2022.

~UMA~

•••• ""-_CN>man CE!AJ
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~.... REPUBLIC OF THE PHIUPPINES
~ ~EPARTMENT OFENVIRONMENTAND NATURALRESOURCES

ENVIRONMENTAL MANAG~MENT BUREAU .
Regionl' 0IIIc0 No.1 ••"••' •••••••••r••, ••,.~ DENR Bldg., Govommont c.nt.r, s....;tt., City <If Son F",,"ndo,

L. Union

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
On the :ENVIRONMENTAL IMPAC-T STATEMENT (US) Report of tbe Proposed W•.•••
Management Project- ImproYeJIlentoftbe- Vigan Solid Waste Managf'met1l: Center of C1ty Government
of Yigan, JIoc,#)8 Sur.

Notice ;" hereby giv." to all parties to give their opinion regording the ilIlpleale!l1lltion of the
Improvement of the VI&IU1 Solid 'Vade M.naEemmt Ceute r-10 atteud the Public Healing scheduled
ou the following date:

Vldeoc:oIlf'U'dc:e
/ZooM.llkl

'veeae (OBdte) .

Meeting ID: 57492758311
Passccde; E~mreclol11

VlAP Cultun and Trade
9lI!!I

FDUt 18 Noynnbsr
lOll at 9-00 AM
!Rrgitlrqtfon. "tarts nt

This Public Hearing IS being cancmcted incoonec.tion 'Wilbthe'CityGovamncntofVi~ uocce Sur~s
application foc EnvircmneDial Compliance COSIifiaue (BCC). The ElS oftbe afocementioned project i.
being reviewed by the Environmental Management Burea" (EMS) of the ~ of Euviroo.ment
and Natural Reoourc •• (DENR).

is the Pro' t IntonnatioD:
veme:u:tof the Vi Solid Wafe Maua Cemm

SitioNalasin.Bora cabaman DB '" V' an Ci
• Sauilary Loudfill- Categooy 3 DispO!llll Facilities
• Wast~ter TreaIDleut Facility- 92.16 m'/day

<'" • Materials Remvery Facility- 33.30 tomlday
.,'F • Compost/fertilizer making- 25.3 tons/day

• S .nl waste 5 e- 63.8 mt initial
.M: Waste ir-t eut Pro' If

to".. ..9.!'Y..9..'!Y.~~.".f.y.~,..~.!>.'!'. __ .
_.0\.11interested parties who wish to attend or participate in this Public Heming should preferably confirm
theu' sneodancelpzmicipation aDd. mdy give thell" opiuiow(s) in a C:OIlCi$eposition paper to the
El'I'VIRONl\.IENTAL IMPACT ASSESM::RNT (EIA) SECTION of the Clearance and Permitting
Oivisiou of litis Office through cmail ut dg)d@rmb.i!Ov.ph t.bree (3) days before me Public Hearing
schedule. Those who will DOt be able to register or submit written position may be grven tbe opportuniry
to share t1J.eir iswes on the day of ~ heari.ug: itself.

The P'COja:t59 EIS IS downloadable on ow: website: (kincll)' a«#JS thfJ Notice of Public
HenriJlg/CD"su/fation link fOfmd bl our .••..•lMil«: !l.Un;.{4:!&P.'~t.~9-a1po~.;lt~f!!";.!t~!!&.
while copies will be available in the respective Office of the above-listed concerned Local Oovemment
Unit and liMB-!.

Fa.: morc.deta:ibs. plC&a:cccarecr nie ElA. SectiOl1Irt lhi. Office telepbtXlc UUIUba- (072) 687-8370 1oc:.al
106 and look foe the projects' case handlec, 1\-1.s, Rabll- Houey B. T.vas. t1r

Protect tlie enYironm.en-t ••.•Protect .cife~. iii
Tel No.: (on)687-8370: •••• il: tl.@cmIIFVph

-11-22
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~ ~ Republic of the Philippines
~ ~ Department of Environment and Natural Resources~=:=-;:COMMUNITY ENVIRONMENT AND NATURAL RESOURCES

~ CALACA

Notice is hereby given that the Community Environment and
Natural Resources Office at Calaca, Batangas will accept oral or written
bids not later than l>t& tr..;n+ on .'·00 &l'\ for the lease forIndustrial Port
purposes ofthe tract efland herein below described:

Location Brgy, Puting Bato West, Calaca, Batangas

Description Miscellaneous LeaseApplication No. 041 007 -6-A

Area 20,OOOsqm.

Applied for by Calaca Industrial Seaport Corp.

represented by Mr, Chryss Alfonsus V. Damuy

The right to lease the land will be awarded to the person offering the
highest annual rental, which shall not be less than three per centum (3%) of
the value of land plus one per centum (1%) ofthe value ofthe proposed and
/ or existing improvements. In order that a person may be entitled to
participate in a bidding, he must be a qualified public Jand applicant, and
must, before the commencement of the same, make a deposit of equivalent
to three (3) months rental. Only deposit in cash; money order treasury
warrant. certified checks, cashier's check or manager's check can 'be
accepted. A person bidding in representation of another may do so under a
duly executed power of attorney. During tbe bidding, the bidder has to
make an additional deposit every time his bid is raised, to complete the
three (3) months rental, otherwise, such bid as raised shall not be accepted.
The right is reserved to reject any or all bids.

ISA~1ii!.A'ATORIO

~NROOfficer

Date
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Republic of the Philippines
Department of Environment and Natural Resources
COMMUNITY ENVIRONMENT AND NATURAL RESOURCES
CAlACA

Notice is hereby given that the Community Environment and
Natural Resources Office at Calaca, Batangas will accept oral or written
bids not later than --llth-'!'.t,~_ on !~L~O~ for the lease for Industrial Port
purposes ofthe tract ofland herein below described:

Location Brgy. Puting Bato, Calaca, Batangas

Description Miscellaneous Lease Application No. 041 007-6

Area 9.831sqm.

Applied for by Calaca Industrial Seaport Corp.

represented by Mr. Ramson E. L1anto

The right to lease the land will be awarded to the person offering the
highest annual rental, which shall not be less than three per centum (3%) of
the value efland phis one per centum (1%) of the value ofthe proposed and
/ or existing improvements. In order that a person may be entitled to
participate in a bidding, he must be a qualified public land applicant, and
must. before the commencement of the same, make a deposit of equivalent
to three (3) months rental. Only deposit in cash, money order treasury
warrant. certified checks. cashier's check or manager's check can be
accepted. A person bidding in representation of another may do so under a
duly executed power of attorney. During the bidding, the bidder has to
make an additional deposit every time his bid is raised, to complete the
three (3) months rental, otherwise, such bid as raised shall not be accepted.
The right is reserved 10 reject any or all bids.

ISAaJ",iTOruO
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