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DENR Enhance PH’s risk,
dlsaster assessment

By CORY
MARTINEZ -

STREMGTHEMIMNG the as-
sesrnent of paiunil lasands
and their rigks and. impagis
must be lmplemeated to
pravent the jgcurrence of
Fhae masuive &nastatﬂ
brought by severe Trg
Storm _“'Faﬂ:g"’ in mﬁml
5 im the country.
“This was stressed by D
partment of Environment
and MNatural Resourcea
(DEME) Secratary Marla
Ant-nma s Lovezaga dur-
Tz aneeli :g with officials
[:| the Chfige of the Civil De-
fense {OCH) a: thedr head-
ﬁgamm; in Camp Apsinal
Chaezon Ciby, .
“Disaster rigk and fm-
pact assescment, oot just

haeand assessiment, riveds
tn be sharpensd ar en-
horwed,” Leveaga smessed,
The DENR i5 & mvember
of the ational Disaster Risk
Teducbon and Manaﬂum_-nt
Council (h[.rRRM':.: alorg
writh cillier govemmenl:, T
e, cvil sector, aml
nm ate sechor urga.mzaunns
In the meeting, Loyza
said the DEMNK may help in
termns of how besk ba pather
and apalyee data that are
crucial im the conduct of an

effective disaster risk and

impacl assessment and to
discuss ways to help the
affected communities me-

cover from the sturm,
I its situation Tt on
Oict, 31, the MO C said

had fleoded a total
of afeas acroes 17 re-

gioos and alfectec over 1.2

wmillion Filipsinos,

Imr?.a?ﬁ asaluedd the
DENEs eommitreent b be
andeollaborate with the (0
int devising an enhanced risk
and imgmct assessment of
climabe ad natural hazards.

Aside froan these cflorks,
Luvieapn emphasized the
need o prepare TECEREAY
meacures ahead of anothér
poaginle climate harard or
natural disaster.

She likewise reco&nj:
mended having a " perio
and oot Urﬂvngi?enl*-hns&‘l"
Pre-Digaster Kisk Assess
ment and establishing an

“early warning, sarly ac-
tion” SyShem.

“We rust have aarly
warningforearly actionand
make flwe lasl mile the fizst

l’e b gvert foss end dam-
agt, Layzaga ]:-nmted D‘Lit{..z
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Phl pushes
rich on COP
pledges

4 The government wows to step on the gas,
literally, in prodding developed countries to
fulfill their climate change commitments as the
Philippines continues to suffer the worst effects
of weather disturbances thai had become maore
destructive over the years.

.The Philippine delegation will support host
Egypt in its efforts to revitalize international
consensus on the climate erisis during the 27ih
Conference of the Parties to the United Nations
Fre;mewnrir Convention on Climate Change
which opens at Sharm el-Sheikh City today.

_ Environment Secretury Maria Antonia
Yulo-Loyzaga leads the Philippine delzgation
at the conference slated from 6 to 18 November.

Loyzaga said the delegation would continue
calling on developed countries to step up te
obligations and *deliver without delay on their
commitments on climate finance, technology
iransfer and capacity building,”

The Philippines expects the confarence
to sef the stage for “lransparent, accessible,
predictable and efficient climate finance,”

Climate action needed

“The Philippine delegation will assert the
eountry's call for belder elimate action and demand
the delivery of what iz due for the developing
counlries, which hardly produce any greenhouse
gas emissions; yef they suffer the most and
continue to bear the brunt of the adverse impacts
of climate change,” Loyzaga said.

She stressed the increasing intensity and
frequency of climate and weather-related
hazards, as shown by the devastation brought
about by tropieal cyclone “Paeng” the previous
week, have been severely impacting the lives of
Filipinos and puiling a strain on efforts toward
eeonomic frowth.

“Against this backdrop and guided by (e
current administration's policies and priorities on
tlimate ehange, the Philippine delegation stands
ready to work with other nations and stakeholders,”
according to the climate delegation head,

She added that the country sUpporis
:Egpt’s efforts in galvanizing and revitalizing
international consensus wnd political will in
addressing the most urgent scourge.

“The problems threaten the very existence of
humanity as we know it,* she said,

Bannering commitment

Lovzaga said the eountry intends {0 contribute
inpst to the workstreams, dealing with Article
& of the Paris Agreement, adaptation, climate
tinance, and loss and damage.

“The Philippines will not only safeguard its
positions but also continue what it started”
she said.

Artiele 6§ of the pact allows nations to
voluntarily cooperate with each other to achisve
emission reduclion targets,

Luss and damage, on the other hand, refers
Lo climate change’s negative impact that cannot
be avoided by miligation and adaptation, such
as extreme weather events, sea level rise, and
glaciul retreat, among others,

8he said the Philippines agrees with the
operationulization and funding of the Santiago
Ketwork on Loss and Damage, which would provide
developing countries with technical assistance,

“The Fhilippine delegation, in the following
days, will enntinue to azserl and safegnard the
country's interest in ¢limate change negotiation,
ensuring that we receive the appropriate support
and assistance as a country vulnerable to
climate change," Loyzaga said.

Egypt, as COP2T president, aims at making
the conference an “implementation COP™ by
urging action across prior agreaments through
all aress of climate change.

Representatives and negolialors from the House
of Representatives, Departiient of Environment and
Natural Resources, Climate Change Coramission,
Department of Finance, Department of Foreign
Affairs, Department of Agriculture and Department
of Encrey, as well as advisers from scientific and
uivil society organizations, comprise the Philippine
delegation to Egypt.

“COP2T is the moment where global leaders
can regain momentum on climate change,
make the necessary pivot from negotiations to
implementation, and gef moving on the massive
transformation that must take place throughout
all sectors of society fo address the climate
emergency,” Simon Stiell, cxecutive secratary of
UN Climate Change, said in a statement.
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Green spaces make
urban areas livable

THOUGH notnative to the Philippines, these
giantacacia trees (Albizia saman] have shaded

the students of the University of the Philippines
Climan for over 70 years. GAELL A P10

By TonarHax L. Mavusa

M October 11, more than a

hundred participants from

12 countries teok part in a
hyhrid Research and Develepment
Caonference on Urban Parks and
Green Cities: & Sustainable Future
in Seutheast Adia.

The attendees were from Bangla
desh, Cambndia, India, Indanesia,
Lao PDR, Malaysia, the Philippines,
Sjngapuze:'['hnlland, Tiraor l.este,
Vietnam and United Arab Bmirates.

Tirganized by the Department of
Enwitonment and Matural Resaurces
Seosystems Researchand Development
Bureau {DEMI-ERDE], the event aima
Loimprove thelivabilityin citiesand ef-
ferrively adapt themagainstthe imypract
af climate chinge, one of the biggest
challenges thehumanityls facing roday.

Partnership, suence-based
Information

DEMR Undersecretary Atty, Jonas
R. Leones for Policy, Planning, and
International Affairs, wha dalivered
the kevnote speech on behalf of the
Enviroriment Secretary Antonia Yulo-
Loyzaga, urged the participants o
woek quickly and smartly in creating
mwre partnerships in formulating sci-
erice-based palicies and implementing
scrategic yweavk on the ground.

He alspurgzd the participants not
tomerelycondnctand releasze research
rezilts ina timely manner but also to
communicate the seisntific infarma-
tion penerated more effoctively to the
taraet stakeholders,

Marcial i, Amacs, TEMR asziztant
secrebary for Folicy, Flanning, and In- ~
ternatipnal Affairs, emphasized the
overarthing poal tomaloe ciliss preeu,
livable and swstalnable, which is one
of the conference’s areas of discussion,

"Urban parks and green cities
are integral to the health of penple
to baild a sustainable future far ali.
Strategies must focus an rethinking
the development of cities, its parks,
and their contribution totha protec-
tinn af ecasysrers, infrastructure,

econamy, and communities,” he said.

Information exchange
A TOTAL of 38 papere and 35 paster
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presenters under four major Lhemes
name.y Green and HResilient Urban
Communities, [rban Biodiversitr,
Ecogystems and Economice: Manage-
ment and lmpact of Urban Parks and
Urban Governance and Policies for
Greener Cities wereshared during the
Lhpee-day event.

“The event was arganizzd to
provide a forum for the exchange
of information on generated strate
gies," Dr. Lynlei L. Fintor, O1C chicf
al Lhe Urban Beosystem Research
Division of the GENZ-LCEDE and
pwerall conference coordinatar,

"Acrually for a very long Lite, ur-
ban parks are taken fur granted, We
onlyrealized theirimportance during
the pandemic. The conference was
verytimelybecansewe canlearn from

have more green spaces [in the Phil-
ippines],” she said,

The DEMNE-ERBurban Ecosysterm
Research Division has beer conduct-
inp, studies o1 urban parks.

Pintor has studied 16 researches
o urban parks. Other DENK-ER DB
researchers, she added, tocused on
urban parks in specific locations

The canferenceaims toaddress re-
search paps on urkan areas and green
cities in the Philippines, namely the
robust mechanisme on monitering
arban green space programs; map-
ping of urban green apacas; and sec-
systems functioning and delivery of
soosystem jervices,

Learning the science
RESEARCHERS, according to Pinlo

“Before, LGUs [lecal povernment
units] developed parks to beautify
the surreanding. But there is more
o urban park developmeut,” she ex-
plained in Filipino.

Rapid development
ACCORDING Lo the DEMR-ERTXE,
mare than 60 percent of the world's
population lves inurban areagwhere
there are hetier nppn.-r"tu.nitif-_;s thar
in rural areas.

By 2050, rapidurbanizztion seuld
be considered a risk as it is extimated
that Pl percant of the world's popula-
tinn will live in the cities, the ERIE
said, citinga 2016 Werld Banl report.

Drae to rapid developreent, urban
dweliers need an inclusive, healthy,
resilient, safe and sustainable living

the best practices feom other coun- can learn alot from various studies environmeant.
tries, Ar the same time, researchers conducted in different countries. g
can learn fram advanced methodale- This way, she said, highly urban- Urban Sl-litﬂlﬂﬂblllt}’

pies that we can apply in our mwn re-
search,” Pintar told the Businesshdie-
rar during aninter yiewvia Mezsenger.

“We are now moving forward (o

ized cities, particularly in the Philip-
pinies, cam learn and apply best prac-
tices in urhan park development to
make rifies more sustainable,

OMNE of the seven targers of Sus-
tainable Drevelopment Goals 11 is to
provide access to safe, inclusive, and
accessible green and public spaces
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hy 2030,

The United Mations Urban agenda
propases to work on smart cities and
lowr carbon climate resilience with
gocial inclusion,

According to the DENR-ERDE,
to achieve urban sustainability,
efforts are dene focusing oo man-
mada and built-up components of
urban development.

Urban parks and green spaces
ACCORDING to the DENE Ry arm,
urban parks and graen spaces play &
pivatal role incombating the impend-
ing increaslng "urban heat-island ef-
fect” and pollution.

It sifts pollutanis and maintains
air and aesthetic quality to make ur-
han scenery livable.

Urban parks and greens spaces pro-
vide a range of ecorystem services in
terms of humanhealth, environment,

zocial and econcmic.

Stiking a balance

ASEAM Centre for Biodiversity (ACE)
Executive Director Theresa Mundita
5, Lim zaid the challenge for cities ia
how tq strike the balance between
land developizent and retaining and
restoring green spaces and wetlands
as corridors for bindiversicy.

“Oftentimes, thetemptationis preat
for city governments and developers to
expand and wze everyinch of theirland
areaforresidentialand cornmercial pue-
poses hecause there is very little appre-
ciatinn forthewalue cufaetting‘aside por-
tians forwell-connected nature parksin
utban areas,” Lim, a former DENR Bio-
diversity M'anagernent Burgau {BME)
director told the BusimesskMIRROR via
Messenger on Movemnber 3.

According to Lim, valuation stud-
jes that can help quantify the contri-
hution of mainstreaming biodiversity
into urban planning, in tevms of di-
saster resilisnce, hutman well-being
and food security, among others, will
be useful in helping local decision-
malkers determine the thresholds for
commercial expansicn and land con-
version in urban development.

"The Singapare Index on Cit-
ies' Biodiversity, or the City Bio-
diversity Index, thould alse be a
useful teol for cities to measure

their progress in incorporating
biodiversity in their master plans
and impreving the guality of life
For out city dwellers," she added.

Integral life systems

FCR her part, Maria Golda Hilario,
Institute for Climate and Sustainable
Citiez [ICS(7) azsaciate for Frogram
Dievelopment, said urban parks and
green spaces are integral life ayatems
that make cities livanle, besides its
ccosystems service value of being
flood sinks, providing lung support
for cities’ residents and habitat of
wildlife, emong others,

“The Covid-19 pandemic has un-
derscored the challenge of why itis icn-
pertant, especially for our well-being,
and we see progress in the packets of
green parksthathave emarged, devel-
oped by local governments, including
that in Marikina City,” she sald via
Messenper on November 3.

“Arthesametime, wesee thechallenge
b different povernment agencies, Hard-
workingommuting Filipinas willrenefit
moreifbuild, build build isdivectedalong
building an interconnected bike and pe-
destrian lanes along trae lanes; if rather
thizi cutting remnaining trees to fix city's
drainage problem and sxpand roads, we
find weyatopreserye thosetrees knowing
thattheyhelpaddrasaflonds, and provide
shiades for motorists and commuters, if
rather than build highways to travetse
rivers, we work with co-nmunities that
would create liveliheod opportunities
that reward them to save the viver by at-
tracting local tourism, just like in Duilo
City," she sald.

Accarding To Hiiari:u, in Southeast
Asia, Bogor in Indenesia is an example
ofaforestin the middle of the cityor can
beacityin the middle of the forest. She
saiditfurther shows that natureandche
huilcenvirentent can actually co-exiat.
"It takes coordination, collaboration
amengdifferent agencies, and most im-
portant creativeapproaches to address
urbandevelopmentissues Redesipning
cities need not be a very costly process.
Sometimes, it is a matter of looking at
the challenge from a new perspective,
2 perspective that respects and under-
stands nature’s lagic. Urban green
parks and spaces serve as our daily
reminders,” she pointed out.
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MMDA vows to
make Metro
flood-resilien

By GHIO ONG

The Metropaolitan Manila De-
velopment Authority (MMDA)
vowed to continue enforcing flood
control and management projects
funded by international entities,
an official said yesterday.

The agency is “committed to fur-
ther intensify efforts and initiatives
toward making Mefro Manila more

silient to floods, especially since

effects of climate change are get-
ting worse,” MWD A acting chairman
Eomando Artes said.

“As we move forward, the
MMDA has high hopes for project
extensions for us o succossiully
alleviate flood management is-
sues in Metro Manila through the
MMEMP's structural and non-
structural interventions, a= well ay
the aclive participation and conunit-
ment of all stakeholders,” he added,
referring to the Metro Manila Tlood
Management Project.

DATE

The MMUDA and the Department af
Public Works and Highways (DPWH}
recently met with representatives
from the World Bank (WB) and the
Asian Infrastruchare Investment Bank
{AllB), which both fund projects un-
der the MMECME,

They visited the salid waste granu-
lator {SW(_T:J and brick-making facil-
ity — which creates bricks, follow
blocks and concrete barriers made
with shredded solid waste, aswell as
bir-swaste compost materials — near
the Vitas pumping station in Tondo,
Mlanila,

WB and AIIB officials noted that
the MMDA has increased the SWG's
diversion rate to eight percent from
five percent compared to the mid-
term review conducted last March;
achieved a wider reach of the mobile
malterials recovery facility from 10 to
42 bardnga}f'-a LU"EL‘l‘L]‘J‘" O7.000 kilos
of waste from last March's 8,000 kilos;
and distributed composting facilities
to 32 barangays from threc barangays
last March.

The MMIDA vaid it is constructing
a water hyacinth processing plant in
Rizal, installing pilot pyrolysisequip-
ment at the Vitas pumping station
and installing trash traps in selected
waterways.

¥



!
BAMMEL
SFOY

UFFER PAGET

STORY

Eﬂa"| (ONGIAL  CARTODH

Inrrimnaves PAGE LOWEE

m— 5[ |CF
- p—

oy STHATRGIE
COMMUNITATION
AN
[
[—

1 riBtne

WATROUT CLAR 1 WETTHLIL T FAYOS

0 6 Nuv 2027

1°LE;

PAGE DalE

Metro flood
projects earn
World Bank kudos

The ition BY RAADEE SALS4 MMDA and conducted an ingpection of
by WB and AlIB | Metro Manilu flood control projects over
was made after The World Bank and the Asisn  the weekemd,
their officials net Infrastructure Investment Bank have The MMDA official said that among
with the MMDA | recognized the Meiropolitan Manila  the projects recognized for significant
and conducted Development Authority for its flood  progress was “the wider reach of the
aninspectionof | control projects, according to MMDA  nobile materials recovery facility from
Metro Manila flood | chairman Romando Artes. 10} L 42 barangays in Metro Manila,
control projedts Artes said the two banking institutions Likewise, the distribution of composting
aver the weekend. lauded the gains being made in conbrolling — facilities to 32 barangays from only three
the perennial flooding in the Nationmal barangays in March was also lauded by
Capital Region primarily Lhrough projects  the hanking officials, he added.
being managed by the MMDA, Other nmgoing projects that received
N The recognition by WB and AIIB was  the nad of the finaneing erganizations

made after their officials met with the

were the water hyaeinth proceszing

“These facilities convert solid waste

plant in Rizal, the start of the pyrolysis
equipment installation at the Vitas
Fumping Station, and the installation of
Irash traps in selected walerways.

“The waler hyacinlh processing plant
is almost complete and was initiated
amid the fast growth of water hyacinth,
especially along Pasig River which
eontribuates to the Tooding in some parts
of Metro Manila,” he added.

The two funding agencies also
recognized fthe increased diversion
rate of the solid waste granulator and
brick-making facilify located at the Vitas
Pumping Station in Tondo.

to by-products such as geo-bricks, eco-
hollow blocks, ecocincrete barriers,
and bio-waste compost materials,”
Artes said.

The MMDA has also completed the
2b6-year Solid Waste Management master
plun that aims o reduce the vulnerability
tiv and resillence against oods of Metro
Manila.

“We are further intensifying our efforis
and initiatives toward making Mefro
Alanila more resilient to floods, especially
since the effects of climate change are
getiing worse," Artes added,
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Cli n'l_ate change: |

still the world’s \

biggest crisis

Thﬂ world today is facing |
severzs]l crises. I'here is |
raging inflation in all the |
geonomied of the world and it 4
is becoming more apparent that
next vear, there will he a global
recession. Bevord that, there is
the threat of the deglubalizalion
and a new period of stagflation. In
terms of geopolitics, there is the
nngui'ng Lkrainian invasion by
Russia, the threat of an invasion of Taiwan by Xi finping,
the reelectivn of an extremely righlist government in Is-
rael which could re-ignite another violent confrontation
inthe Middle East. Recently, there has been increasing
tension in the Korean Peninsirla as Morth Korea increases
the number of 1ts missile tests. o r

These dramatic crises and conflicts have overshad- .

owed whal is actually the most critical problen confront-
ing the world and its future. This is the worsening crisis
brought about by global warming and climate change.

Today, Mov. &, the annnal United Nations Climate
Change Conference, most commuonly referred (o as con-
ference of the parties of the United Nations Framework
Canvention on Climate Change (UN FOCC) or Conter-
ence of the Parties (COP27), will be held in Egypt. This
will be the 27 United Nations Climate Change Confer-
ence. Last vear, the 26° conference was held in Glasgow,
Scotland, United Kingdom.

This climate summit comes at a critical moment as
world leaders are divided on how ta contront the ter-
nifying prospect of global warming, In the past year, our
planet bias been hil by record-breaking heat waves and
storms in practically all sections of the planct. Deadly
floods have alse wrought histuric destrection caused
by unusually numerous typhoons and hurricanes. The
Chilippincs was recently hit by Typhoon Paeng which
cansed numerous deaths and destruction caused by
heavy rains,

N Secretary General Antonia Gutlerres has realized
that the paarer countries need financing from richer na-
ticns iF there is to be a transition to reneswable energy in
these poor countries. Guterres said, “If that pact does
not take place, we will be doomed, because we need to
reduce emissiuns both in the developed countries and
emerging ecomomies.” |ast vear, there was some opili-
mism during the COF26 in Glasgow that the target of
Jimiting the increase in glubal warming swould be held to
the targeted 1.5 degrees Centigrade abave ]i)‘m—indum'riai
temperalures. Since that summit, the resulthas been very
disappointing. In the latest LIl Emissions GaE Repart,
the finding 15 that a mere 0.5 tons have been shaved off
last vear’s 17- Lo 20-billion-ton gap, where the annual
rate of carbon dioxide emissions would need to be in
2030 in arder o offer a decent chance of limiling glabal
warming to 1.5 degrees Centigrade.

Aveurding to the same wepeort, most of the shavings
pome from the nesw Australian government’s mare active
clignate policies, 1t states that if every national climate
goal for the end of this decade was mel, then the aver-
age global temperature would stll risc by 2.4 dagress
Centigrade by 2 L This is stl] way abowve the largeted
1.5 degrees Centigrade, -

If the midcentury net zero pledges are met, 1t could
mean an increase of just 1.8 degrees Centiprade of global
warming. However, the UM mepert warns that this is
“eurrent by not credible.” According to their studies,
real climale change action and net just promises still
eguate o 2.8 degrees Centigrade of global warming by
the vear 21001

In order to avoid the more than 1.5 degrees Centi-
grade of global warming, greenhonse gas emissions
must peak before 2025 and then fall by 43 percent from
2019 levels by 20500,

Another report by an NGO - Systems Change
Lak - is even more possimistic. This organieation iy a
conglomerate of environmental NOOs and think fanks

which translated these reductions inko 40
indicaters, each with a 2030 target. In ity
2022 reporl, it finds that not one of the
indicators i= fargeted for the 1.5 degrees
Centerade. In fact, the report claims that
somie of the indicators are going in the
npposite direction.

For example, the share ot electricity
generaled by fossil fuels like natural gas
burned witheut capturing the resulting
carbon dicxide has actually risen in cur-
rent years. Also, the amount of carbon
dicide penerated by steel production has
increased and food production is emitting
maore than it did five years ago.

As far as | am concernad, the waorst
news is that aside from Australia, none
of the developed countries has met their
targot. The developing countries have
alzn not met their targets becanse of Lack
of financing from the rich countries. The

-

I Il
recent action of the Russians cutting off
fugl supply te the rest of Hurope and the
OPEC dedision to reduce oil production
to keep prices high have led to countries
going back to reopening of coal mines as
an alternative, :

The COF 27 climate summit in Kgypt
must conlrnt these impending disasters
in order to' reverse the currenl globsl
wearming trends before these bedome ir-
reversible,

- P 4
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Editoriall

Impact of typhoons offers
reminders of old problems

HE death ard damage caused by Tropical Storm “Paeng”

hring atteation to unresolved problems in the Philip-

pines, particularly deforestation, In fact, reports of tragic
losses from the storm seem seasonal for a country that sees a
vearly average uf 20 tropical cyclones, And from that figure,
eight or nine cross land and do more damage.

As bad as Paeng was, many Filipines might even brush oft
its impact, given that they have seen (nore destructive storms
i1t the past. But the relatively lower death toll will not console
the families of those whe lost loved ones or those whose
homes and crops were destroved.

Worse, poor people tend to be the most vulnerable to bad
weather, Their simple homes offer less safety than those in
gated communities and high-rise condominiums.

Of course, the dwindling forest cover affects everyone,
directly and indirect'y. For instance. warnings about global
warming are related to deforestation and increasingly intense
weatlier events. Mot even those in posh neighborhoods might
Le spared. Also, destruction of crops and livestock pushes up
food prices for everyone at a time when costs are already high
hecause of inflation,

Fortunately, the Marcos administration seems serious
about mitigating climate change and crafting green policies.
Plus, there also seems to be more public awareness about
environmental issues,

sational leaders should revisit the reasons why past aud
existing environmental initiatives have been inadequate. Take
tree planting, for instance. Enterprises, socio-civic groups and
even the government have been planting trees for decades,
but the impact seems hard to appreciate. In the a‘termath of
storms like Paeng, benefits [rom that viruaus intervention
is either negligible or perhaps even non-gxistent

Plant native trees

1here are 4 few things that policymakers and concerned people
should consider, First, many morte trees should be planted. From
2002 o 2021, the country lost 12 percent of its primary forest,
about 158,000 hectares. Just over 23 percent or 7 million hect-
ares out of the country's 30 million hectares still have forests.
While forests had been prowing in recent years, the area covered
pales in comparison to that a century ago. In 1934, the forest
cover in the Philippines was estimated at 17,8 million hecares.

second, people shauld plant the right kind of trees. The
wrnng ones are foreign species, which can contribute to de-
forestation by making the s acidic or crowding out native
trees becayse there are no natural predators thal can contain
theny. Besides planting indigenous trees, people should avoid
rionocultures, which can be wiped out by a single plant
disease. Effective tree-planting programs should be like re-
building forests, which muse have a variety of trees that would
sustain local wildlite.

The foreign trees that some Filipinos love may have a place
in urban landscapes, like city parks and backyards. But the
government should clamp down on their importation and
cultivaticn. Alse, there should be a public information cam-
paign about the benefits of native trees, most of which are
unfamiliar te Filipinos.

Third, Congress should pass a land vse law, partly @ define
boundaries between development and conservation, Much of the
forest area lost has been blamed on mban development and farm
expansion, There are local land wse ordinances, but they do little
for forest areas that border several local povernment jurisdictions,

Lastly, rebuilding forests should not be limited to mountains
and inland areas. Filipinos should also rehabilitate coastal areas
by reviving mangrive forests. Mangroves capture mote carbon
dioxide than other trees. They are also mote effective than con-
crete seawalls in protecting seaside communities from storm
surges. Plus, mangroves can help revive fish stoclks in areas that
have been damaged by destructive fishing methods.

The interventions mentiched should not end with planting
trees, Saplings often need some care and ather farms of hu-
man assistance. Of course, that adds to the costs, but that can
he viewed as an opportunity 1o gencrate jobs in rural areas.

With the suggestions cffered here, pethaps the passing of future
storms will not be followed v a sense of regret that mare could
have been done to prevent potential tragedies from happening, /



o

P —
et

STRATECIC

CORAMUMIT AT
AMTY

T TUATIVES
STRVILE

PHILIPPINE DAILY

BALAMGRD NEWS » PEARLISE VIEWS

INQUIRER

Pl E

ArdaT LALYL b

FalsF LI¥NED

06N

AS) =

o

DAIE

ey
B
i
In2

REPORT: HALF OF ANGESTRAL DOMAINS
UNDER ENVIRONMENTAL THREAT

‘By Marisjo S. Ramos
@MarisjoRamosTR}

Despite the abundance of indig-
enous lands in the country and
Lhe ecosystemn services they of-
fer, aboul half of ancestral do-

nalng are under environmental

threat, according to a report by
4 resparch organization,

At least 125 millien hece-
ares of ancestral domain are
currently “embroiled in envi-
renrnentally destructive proj-
ects,” revealed the zo22 State
of the [ndigencus Peoples Ad.
dresz Report {Sipa) by the Legal
Rights and Watural Resources
{Center (LRC).

Extractive industries such

land titles, 5.3 million hecr-
ares of ancestral terricaries
are forests, making up 75 per-
cent of our countey’s remain-
lng forest cover and pgener-
ating P1a teillion ecosystom
value per year.

LBE, one of the groups that
pushed for the passage of the
lpra, said the current state of
affairs showed that the protec-
Live mechanizms of the law “are
being undermined,”

"Underpinning these ten-
siong with and pressures on [Ps

and their ancestral domaing 1%,

the weak implementarion of the
free, prior and informed con-
sent (FPIC) process,” the group
noted in the report, adding that

as logeing, mining and guary-
ing constitute al least 51 per-
cent of all environmentally crit
ical projects (ECPs).

The LEC defined ECPs as
projects thar create significant
ecological risks, such as mas-
sive disturbance and pollution
of land, waterways, air, climals
and biodiversity.

Citing recent data from the
Envircnmental Management
Bureatl, the LRC found chat 83
aut of 410 ECPs in the conntry
were situared within or close
to lands under registered cer-
tificates of ancestral domain
titles {CADTE). the Indigenous
Peoples {IPs) formal tenurial
inatrument for ancestral lands

the “fraudulent acquisition of
FPIC has heen reporTed numer-
ous tirmes.”

Lawyer Mai Tagueban, ex-
ecutive director of LRC, said
that in the face of the climare
crisis, "protecting arncestral do-
mains and their natural defens-
23 [0 extreme climate impacts is
urgently needed,”

“The exploilativn and com-
maoditization of nature is sad-
I¥ an enduring framework to
MANAEing our natural resourc-
es,” Tagueban said,

She added thal the situa-
tion had not only marginalized
Lhee TP bt "has also worsened
their human rights situation,
for many of them naturally op-

', gt

under the 1987 Indigenous
People's Rights Act (IFA).

The report found that g9
percent of mining projects weare
in conflict with CADTs, while &7
percent of forest areas covered
by large-scale logging were in
conflict with registered ances
rral domains.

The LRC report also noted
that while indigenous territo-
cies in the country cover al-
moast 13 to 14 milllon hectares
of landscapes, only 54y mil-
lion hectares of land area were
registered under CADTE, based
on 20zt data from the Mation-
al Commission on [ndigencus
Peoples,

Still, even without formal
A

pose these projects.”

Acrcording to the report, 45
IPs were killed from 2019 Lo
202, with cases "linked tg vari-
ous land and resource grabbings
issues.”

Taqueban said the IPs “will
pursue an IP agenda under the
new  povernment,” including
the "harmonization of the Ipra
with natural resources and och-
ot laws affectiog 1Ps."

The LRC launched the Sipa
2022 ahead of this vear’s Unit-
ed Mations Climats Change
Conference, “with the intenr
of urging both local and world
leaders to support indigenous
actions fo address Lhe climate

Crigis.” i
/_'.'.-:
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Legarda. Paris accord important
to Phl, EUmust scale up on NDCs

Senaie President Pro Tempore Loren
Legarda emphasized the importance of the
Paris Agrecment-to the Philippines as a
Ihilippine delegation of senators, led by Senade
Prezident Juan Miguel Znbiri, met with French
legislarors in Paris last 25 October,

“O0mwe of Lhe many advacacies and issues
that bond France and the Philippines
is the Paris Agreement. Being number
one it the world risk index, 23 the mnpst
vilierahle nation in the world, we value

r ratification of the Paris Aceord in
Zi15 " Legarda said during their meeting
with Guillanme Kasharian, President of
Framee's Comunission foe Beonomie Affalrs
bl “Temiber Of Parlinment of the National
Assembly (Eure-ei-Loir).

The World Tisk Tndex 2022 report released
lost, Seplemiber ranked the Philippines as

Faponriey wikh the highest nadural disaster
risk among 199 nations glohally,

Legarda orged the European Union
Lo ineredse s National Determined

B Contribulions,

& the climate

& action plans
= submitted

&% @] that 76

= i

by nations, to lessen the impact of climate
change on vulnerable counfries such as the
Philippines.

“It's been seven years since the ratification
of the aceord and it is incumbent upon
industrialized nations in the EU, ineluding
France, to perhaps scale up the National
Determined Contributions so thas vulnerable
nations like the Philippines, which only
emifs 1/3 of 1 percent in terms of global
greenhouse gas emissions, will not be as
affected,” Legarda said,

“That is one of the advocacies that [ share
with my eolleagnes, which we know the
French government and the French people
hold deardy s well, because this impacts our
energy security, our food security” she added.

The Eurgpean Commission has copmitied
Lo decrease greentiouse Zas emissions from the
EU by 2080 and produce “net zero” emissions by
2000, according o the
World ‘Bsmk
The WB |
also said

percent of

-

PHOTOGRAFKS COLIRTESY OF THE OFFICE OF SEM LOREM LEGAADA
SENATE Pro Tempore Lomen Lagarda and Senate President Juan Migusl Zubir with Franch
Senator Daniel Gremillet, member of he Committes for Economic Affairs and President of the
Study Group on Energy.
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PHILIPPIME senators led by Senale President Juan Miguel Zubisi met wilh French Senatm Drannal
Gramillet, member of the Commiltee for Economic Affairs and President of the Study Group o
Energy (ffth from left) and Gisele Jourda, President-delegate for the Philippines (fourth from rights,
during their official visit to the French Parliament.

greenhmrse gas emissions come from China,
the United Stares, and the EU.

Legarda and the rest of the Philippine
delegation also mel with the French-South
East Asian Friendship Geoup led by Senator
Mathieu Darnaud and Madame Gisale
Jourda, Yice President of the Committee on
European Aftairs and President-designate
fizr the Philippines,

During ihe meeting, Legarda, founder
and president of the Philippines-France

Parliamentary Friendship Association,
., conveyed the Philippines’ commitment
to the High Ambition Coalition for
Nature and People, She also thanked
Franee for its continned assistance to
the Philippines,

“I'm glad thai France doe: not
stap in helping give technological,
! technical, and capacity-building and
A even financial assistange in 8o far as
biodiversity conservation, sustainable
development, and climate action {are

cemcerned),” she said,
In support of the Philippines’ actions
{ against elimate change, the Agenee
| Fancaise de Développement has committed
KR 482 million for the country. In 2021,
a policy-based loan amounting to EUR 261
million was granted to Lhe Philippines by
France as {unding support for disasier risk
reduction, preparedness, and respense af

the local level.

"Wl are grateful for vour contimued support
for the Philippines and other developing
nations, and as the COP talks start in the
first week of Newember in Egypt this year,
we hope that France will be on the side of
developing nations so that the $ 100 billion
commitmment in the Paris Agreement would
finally be realized, and so that the ssues
of logs and damage, which are important to
yulnerable nations, could also he defended
of even discussed,” Legarda said.

As alegislator, Legarda has championed
envirpnmental protection and climate
aetion in the Philippines. In recognition
of her work, she was bestowed the tille of
Chevalier (Knighe) in the Ordre national de
la légion d'Honneny (National Order of the
Freneh Legion of Honor) on 18 Februury
2016 by then-French president Franeois
Holland through former French Ambassador
Thierry Marhon,

The Philippine delegation, composed of
liegarda, Zubiri, Senate Majority Leader
Joel Yillanueva, Senale Depiuiy Majoricy
Leader ;oseph Victur Ejercito, and Senators
Manuel Lapid, Maria Lourdes Binay, Grace
Poe, and Chrislupher Lawrence Go, also met
with Senator Daniel Gremillet, member of
the Committee for Economic Affairs and
President of the Study Group on Energy:
and Paseal Chaix, Deputy Director for
International Relations Division of the
Atomic Energy Commission.
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Al CITY=Far wy=azs

the :mall community of

tha indlgennns  Ragchn

Klata mrite ar the fnet of
ML Apo bas besn caleimdng &
Festival of thantsglving for Jife.
raim and the bauntfal kireese

But this year, che aldars
hawe a special ples far the spis-
its o intapvene to help pre
serie and proracn their vanish:
Ing culture and forest

Held wyary saconc Surdaw
ol Desber, “Meanum’ 5 5 feasc
henaring he ear?, the qin and
thoe i which give jiZe 1o 2lants,
treas and 2l the livisyg zreafures
within their ancesteal donomimn

[t is aisa a crelsbraSon af
theic culture as the [estivire
showcases die trike's Tadition-
al Feeid, maggae, dances and 2an
Eames

“Cayr oustomes and  bradi
aOonE alr wesved wich oaiure
and the environment, aar Far-
asc which provicas life. Cur -l
ruce, languags and ar=s remind
13 of our raie as srowards
[of namare]” savd Poag-
azue Aasmica Aras
chiermin of Bailoy
Taraps Kao 2aga-
bo Flama {House
al tathering
af the 3Zagobs
klata)

Reverance

Like ath-
ar "mihes  Lvmg
around the coizn-
'y bighest peix,
the Ragnhz Kt
praple revers Apa
Suxbawn Tor Le-
ing the king af the
. aod
the Fhilippine =a-
gl for heing the
mueen :F the skises
aad all hirds,

Bagobo Klata tribe fights
for land, culture, life

bl Apa s thowghe o be che
burial geowsd of Apo Zandawa,
nence, a sacmed plios far He
rrihes.

Rnt Araxg expresser sdarm
alroir the Feoars af this rale as
many [ longer practics the
wihal norme and < :
grow  up dlacoun
Zei. culiuce.

TWe s the lile of oue
childeen, e nesr gAnetaron,
evolve away fTom chis joumr
1) parh,” Anog iarcenced.

Many af the rebe's chil-

rup are uiiitiated o cwdraral
azacliies as eiiesy disd willowt
mxiing e orch ol nawledpe
o the sewl generalion, Aaog
ncked.

“Mamy G 2 children can-
neik speitk oer uguage. TS i5
sad. We fear that aoe duy,
aur hinguige will just be o
4 suennding in limme,” he

added.

Roats
During  Me-
num the tribe
lanked bick oits
raats o s ei-
rect celationsidp

wica the =owi-
rannent  Aad
BVECVOLE  was
eu.cuu:ng:t-'_' o
speak the Bagoibo
FLAES weay.

Anog said that
they esmblished 2
Lriktl schaol wilees
parents acing theis
children wvsry

| QUTDOOR FJMN Chidran onwoodan stilks knawn as
Jkararg-kacats” pass by eaca aktber durfrg a two-team relay

\r\ 3. inthe sama way as their Sgrafathers slaved autdoors
archbad fiag in their you ngar yaars

Ewtday 1z learn -
dilivial  auwgs,  Lance,
plaving mozical ipso-
mentd, Ffocd prepara-
Cioc aud the wibes dyicg
language.

“a'e_ che elder: of the
tribe, won't be hers [n che
faoura, Cur tucure Is noche
kands of our chldrer,” he
pobnrad oir. k

Belore the feslviny avarm
2C, Ancg, |eined by ocher
tribal slders, cifered a praver
Lo Mother Earth and Ape San-
Cawa, Ineoxing el Interven-
iz aganst cioge wha oon-
tipe oot e rees withon
their anzestral darcain wits
waniton diztegard for g dirs
FARSPTIIFTIOSE.

MO GEMDLEISOUNE Agl

"W pray thac chase who
contlnwdusiv cut trees i the
arga will be stopped W hope
chat o penpie will think and he
enlighrenzd 3 stop what e
are dring a5 thase Liviog in the
lewlands will sufer the wrath
af Apo sandaws if no oreas will
stop  foodwaters brought b
the rains and the fcat from the
anm” the =lders =aid

The Eagehn Elam  oibe
w05 eves 5,37 hecares of for
esis within the Talcmo-Lipa
das wararshads nf Daovac Ciby.
Spanming, aver as.eaa ha, the
watersheds host che aquifers
fromt which tha warer needs of
gwer 1.7 million pesple 1o che
Zicy are sourcad.

The ribe's ancestral

da-

g Bagabae Klata musicians hit the kuiintarg indifferent
ctensities ta proguee meledic baats that oring te life a glaricus har taga.

main alpa aases a paic of Fhilip-
ploe eagles,

[n zc1d, the '."I_-.ili.gpin- Eagle
Frundarion (FEF) helped e Ba-
gabe Elata come ap with their
ancesttE  damain sustainakie
Greclopmens oo pratection
plar thaz embedies theor aspi
rmtlons as a « Irg, During
the pandemiz, $he plar was up
dared tnallmw rie ke ocope
with the new challenpes dua iz
the new coronasirms disease,

Ta prevent them from be
caming sependent on forses
explomatiom 1 campensas or
lest income due tc the lock
downs, PER prowded alrerna
dwe [NCOrle okroes Torwor
en-lec enrerprises.

indlgencus  farest guands

porced o protest the for
e Hibes prarhing, zaid De
Jayssa Ibadex, FEF divecrar far
sanerch and conseraian.

[batfiese reiteraned “he im
aarrance of the fesowal o aros-
merlyg  environmenzal  con
servarian tcgethar wich tha
comservation of cuirues aond
traditian

"W are renundad af the
onnre af aatuesl csscwrces
within the sncesstal domain
Znd it LIOpLrwicce mon
Without nature and bigdiver
siov, there won't be [ndipencus
cwloage, aod widwoul culture,
human life wauld be wisera-
ble,” [bases said.

Symmhal

"Wy using che Philippine wa-
uie as a synbel, the P2F and e
Bagriia Klaes [ribel ire winck-
ing together o ke2a hin-cul-
tural  diversity thriving and
alive intc the Satuce,” acdad
fhaiias

*Thie Life of the indigrnaas
comnunity is connected wich
the @nwicani If woi ne-
glect e i Brnnus prajles,
gou destray the enncorment,
ani wich the snviranment de-
stroyed, vou destear the life af
the peaple” smid Biskop Val-
anrin Dimac, sacignal diTectar
af the Cathnlic Hishops' Confec-
enc2 of the Philippines- Episca-
7al Cammissing an indigenaus
Featies, who participared in
fie Mroum.

Thimar = el rhal The
sufering was braught abuual
iy develupmental apgragtiand
i <hw gagt amel ehar ke Chucch
shauld be there to suppees and
soenil st Fasl in helpiog cee-
rest the pratilens.

"The develaprnent aggres-
sion in the wgE0s boolgros cul
theangh owr wiss! forast aven
the home af the Philippine
eagle, The sacrifices of every-
wre shald ot be overlooked
there shazld be didlogies
kawe synadalinr in caciog lae
eazh arner, lot's restics proper
rolatsnship with o anviczn-
ment.” Dimas zaid. s
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prohibits garba

disposal in public
areas and imposes
fines and possible

imprisonment of

up to 60 days.

Ordinance 0753 |

/" 404 people nabbed over
environmental violations

BY CHERE BALAGIAS

The eity government of caloocan is
aiming to reinforee its programs on
acclogical conservation through ita
city environmental police composed of
employees of the Cily Environmental
Management Department.

Aceording to CEMD officer-in-charge
Ryan Castillo, the group is composed
of 120 employees both from North and
south Caloocan, all assigned Lo enforce
ordinances and laws on environmental
protection.

Thess inelude Ordinance 07533,
which prohibits garhage disposal
in public areas and imposes fines
and possible imprisonment of up to
il days.

Castillo said that the
environmental police hava
already apprehended a total of |
404 violators. He said offenders
face penalties ranging from P3O0
to B3, 000,

Eecently, the environmental
poelice officers were tasked Lo
clean Caloocan’s public cemeteries
and Lo lead clean-up operations
pusi-typhoon.

In addition, they also led the |
cleaning and hauling eperations,
and in monitoring the eity’s
WaRIErWways., '

The local government also
called on the public to eoaperate
and to obgerve the proper storage
und disposal of their waste. 2y
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Wealthier countries should lead

{dur world faces groat irials and tests,
{ienpolitical divides are growing, Inequalifies
anid injustices are deepening. Cosperation is
the only way forwazd,

Regional organizations like the League of
Aral Stares have a vitul role to play in today’s
wirld. Wir must work together to advance the
values based on which the United Nations
was born. Peace, sustainable developrment,
and human rights.

Allow me to begin with the ongeing
suffering in Palestine. The United Nations
position is clear; Peace must advance — the
pccypation st end, Cur shared goal remaing
iwo States — Israel and Palestine — Lving side
by side in peace and seeurity, with AlJuds/ Jernsalem as
the capital of both States.

A the same lime, the Uniter Nations Relief and Works
Agency for Palestine Befugees in the Near East's financial
orids is undermining che tights and weltheing of Palestine
refugess. [ urge you to generolsly support UNEWA, a vital
pillar of regional stability: And [ look frward o continuing our
work together to address challenges across the region — from
Svria, Lebanon and Yemen... to Litya, Somalia and Suedan.

Instability or conflicts persist and humanitarian needs
are reowing, Let us keep up our commen efforts fowards
rrultilateral solutions that meet people’s legitimate aspirations
for peaue, freedom, and justice. As we scan the global landscape,

"‘sE.LE,:@"'T W‘%
GEMERAL,

LS S e region and Africa — are not getting the

ANTONID GUTERRES

— e ——— e e

injustices and inequalities nun ramypsand — especially
for the courtries of the global South.

Acrass the Arab world, Afica, and bevond,
they are being hit from all sides: weakened by
ponflicts, battered by the Covid-1% pandemic,
amd pummelad by the climate crisis. Now
1hey face the fallout of the war in Ukraing,
soaring food and energy prives, spiraling
inflation and crushing debt burdens,

: Deseboping couniteies evervahers rwsed justice,
which means greater support, Governments in
roughly half the world — ineluding acrss the

financing they need.

I aun pushing for 1 Sustainable Developmerd
Goals stimulns — led by the G20 = to boost imvestment
in sustainable development for emerging econmmnies,
To increase Hguidity, And to speed up debt relisf and
restructure debt comprehensively, effectively and fairly.

We are also working non-stop with all relevant
stakeholders on ending the suspenslon and on extending
the Black Sea Grain Initialive and removing all remaining
obstacles to the export of Russian food and fertilizers. This
Initintive has been vital to your region and our world, Ships
have sailed. Food has flowed. Prices have dropped. This is
erneial. I must not stop, After all, every fraction of o food prive

incregse pashes more people and communities flather towards

poverty, hunger and, in many circumstances, instability.

We mustdo all we can to enstre the eontinued success |

of the Black Sea Grain Initiative Lo provide relief to those
in need, ineluding eountriesin the Middle Bast and North
Africa relying on aceessible and affordable food and
fertilizers — both Irom Hkraine and the Bussian Federation,

The 27th Conference of the Parties in Sharm e]-Sheilkh
is another vital opporlanity for restoring trost between
developed and developing countries.

Wenlthier countries must lead, They must reduce their
armissions this decade — in line with keeping global swarming
Loy L5°C — and fully pivot to renewalde envrgy. They must
finally mobilize § 10 biflion annually to support developing
countries (in building) resilience,

Halt of all climate finance must flow to adaptation.

I just came from Pakisian, and it broke my heart (o
see g flonded areq that is three limes the size of my gwn
eountry, Portigal.

Andd we must urgently address the climate impacts that
are heyond countries” abililies to wildapt., Action on loss
and damage is a moral imperative thut st be front and
cenlir at the 27th Conference of the Parties.

It is immireal and onreasonable to expect communities
that did nuthing to cause global heating to pay the price
for climate impacts.
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Beyond profit
motive

3 — Various local groups have handed to urge regional giant

14 San Miguel Corp. to lead in the global sustainability drive by
Recently, using its international network and contribuling to saving
oo Vi the country from the ravages of weather disturbances that
groups grow stronger each year.
protested To do this, however, it must redirect its energy business

and veer away frorn fossil fuel which remains to
SMC'8 LVG  he the company’s energy bread and butter.
The campalgn's name “San Miguel's Latest!

the prisince,

Brew: Dirty Energy” gives the public a perspective
on the character of ensrgy projects that the
company is engaged in.

The group cited SMC's shift to liquefied natural gas projects
of Y pigawatts, It will make up the higgest source of fuel in
the company’s energy mix.

Relying on LNG will exacerbate the already high eleciricity
prices, it will affeci energy security in terms of reliance on
imports and bring about biodiversity issues. -

Think+tank {enter for Energy;, Ecology, and Development, '
led the campaign while getting the support of the environment
and sustainable energy advocales, youths, and religious
urganizations.

i 1108028
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“SMC must realize that not only are they exposing Filipino
consumers to sleep electricity prices, but they are also at risk
of being weighed down with stranded assets,” CEED said.

The conglomerate's energy unit SMC Global Power has
shifted from Malampaya to imported LNG to provide fuel
for the Iljjan high-capacity power plants.

Hlijan is one of two power plants for which SMC Global
Power ‘had sought power rate increases that the Energy
Regulatory Board dismissed since the power supply
agreement uses a straight pricmg scheme that does not
allow expenses Lo be passed on to consumers.

SMC Global Power said the aperations of Tijjan
- and the Sual coal plants resulted in its incurring
campeign’s P15 billion in loszes due to what it daimed was
name San A change in crcumstances after the PSAs were
Miguel’s signed in 2010,
Lalest Hecently, cause-oriented groups protested
Brew: Dirty  ggainst SMC's LNG projects in Batangas as
Energy they fear i will affect major Ivelihood sources,
puthiic a including the fishing and tourism sectors in the
on the SMC's 17 gigawatt pastopower project also
character  threatens the Verde [sland Passage, kmown to
"fmm marine scienlists as the “Amazon of the Oceans”
projects thal 4 woenter of Marine Shove Fish Riodiversiiy:”
is engaged “Endangering the health of Verde Island
in. Passage is equivalent to putting at risk the
livelihoods of those who rely on its bounty,
and the communities who deserve clean waters and clean
air, electricity consurmers who plea for affordable, dean, and
renewable sources of energy, and our common home that is
longing for respite from destruction,” said Father Edwin Garigucz,
lead comenor of Protect VIP and one of the heads of the campaign
for SMC's ecological responsibility,

SMC Global Power and its subsidiaries have seven praposed
natural gas projects, comprising nearly half of the country's
200GW LNG expansion plans, aceording to data from the
Department of Energy. The conglomeraie is, thus, the biggest
foasil gas plant developer in Southeast Asia.

SMC must heed the eall to abandon its fossil gas projects
in the pipeline and instead exert its resources to advance
renewable energy, which the group said: It is very much
capable of”

As a leader in the Ph]hppme energy industry, it has

the responsibility to take the le.ad in safeguarding the /;

environment.
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Extreme heat is stressing cows,
imperiling global dairy supply

By Crixapery FLKIN
& Pranik Paria

strain on da.ry cows acress the globe,
drying up their milk production and
threatening the leng-term glozal supply of
pycrything from butter o kraby ormula.
Walumnes of dairy are forecast to sink by
t{niarly half a million metric tons this year in
L

H BT and drought are inflicting perilous

class in many developing natlens is
adding to demand for dairy items, while
policles aimead at helping the anvironment
are disceuraging farmers in some areas
from expanding their production. That
collision partends higher pricesand potential
shorlages of grocery-list staples such as
cream chegse o yogurt.

“Climate charge adds to the yolatility
of the variation in-your supply, and the
knock-on affect 1o that can be increased
food insecurity,” sald Mary Ledman, global
dairy strategist at Rabohank.

Cows under stress
DESPITE expensive efforts to keep thelr
cattle conl, dairy farmers can’t escape the

ma;or exparier Australia as farners exit the
industry afteryears of prassure from heat waves,
In [neliz, small-scale farmers are contemplating
inyesting In cooling equipment they'd have 1o
steetchto affard, And preducersinFrance had to
pause making ane type of high-quality cheese
when parched figlds |eft grass-fod cows with
nawhere t qraze.

Some of the world’s higgest milk-making
regiens are becaming less hespitable to these

impact heat has on their herds.

Tom Barcellos, who has been raising and
milking the animals for 45 years in Tipten,
{alifornia, has a complex cooling Systern 2t his
farm. Complete with fans and misting machines,
[tewen plans around the direction afthe wind. But
he finds warm nights ¢an sap production.

“If you have higher temperatures in the
eyening, anditsalittla morestressful on the
cows, there’s 3 potentialto lose 15 percent, o
mayheeven X percent, in the most extrama
cases, said Barcellos, who has 1,800 cows.

It's a similar story on the ather side of
thewarld, whereSharad Bhai Harendra Bhai
Fandya and his brother have mare than 40
cows i the westemn Indian state of Gujaral.

Fandya howses hls cattle In a shed with

animals due to extreme weather hrought
om by climate changes Cows don't yield as
much milk undzr the siress of scorching
temperatures, andarid conditians and storms
compound the prablem by withering or
destroying the grass and other crops they eat.

In the US alone, some sclentists
estimate climate change will cost the
dairy industry §2.2 billion per year by the
end of the century. a finandial hit nat
gasily shouldersd by a sectar that already
struggles to make money, If greenhouse
gas emissiors remain high, ane study
estimates that the dairy and meatindustries
will lose 539.94 hillion per year to heat
stress by that same date,

At the same time, a swelling middie

a fogoer system, which pumps in water
and comverts it to mist. But he still sees
milk production at his faem decline mare
than 30 parcemtduring the sweltedng heat
of summer,

Rising temperaturas are likely to make
such condltions @ reality for more farmers,
for langer stretches of time. That makes for
difficult investmant decisions.

Fany Bhai Bharvad. a dairy farmer in
India, doesn’t even own a shelter for his
herd of 35 animals. His cattle only have the
shade of a neem tree ta fend off heat stress,

Withassistance from Sybila Gross, Mego
Lasarte. Andraa Bossi, Vivian froanya and
Megan dersinloembearg.
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DBM eyes collab with UK envoy

for PH sustainable dev’t

BUDMGET Secretary
Amenah Pangandaman
on Saturday cxpressed
intent to foster collabora-
tion with United King-
dom (UK} Ambassader Eo
the Philippines Laure
Beaufils 1o aktain the
i:hr'limlr_v'ag :ustai}nable e
Velppment goals,
'I'K;I“"aﬁ after Pangon

Cdaman shamed ir 2 Face

hook post the cririesy call
made by Beaufils at the

Management (0] otfice
in San Migael, Manila.

Pangandaman sand she
i~ alse "ootimistic'” abom
her nisxt Tneeting with the LK
amlbazsndur iy disoss ways
trimprene aceess ko climats
fiminee and bring progress
i the Bangsamorg Aufono-
o Begion induslicn hin-
danase [BATMM.

“Thank wou Ambassa-
dor ] inire ufils, far vis
iEmg DR, Tloek furward to

tainahle dovelopment, con-
Hriuing pur corversation oo
:;r:lesa fm climate finance,
m in Enw as
Mhulmt:i_‘.?degvgﬁlp&,-ahfﬁrrlp
lift the lives of the peoplein
BARMM," she cud,

In Sepdeanber chis vear,
BuaufiJnP:nnmmcud gﬁmt
the Bribsk Imternasional
Invesmient will pezrin 500
willien British ponods in
Southeast Asia for the eext
fie pedrs, with the Thilip-

focus countries.”

Braufils said cennomic
d:-!vpinpm:_-nt, maritime cy-
ration, ciimate chan
Eﬁ;{;}aﬂmh anc *echnufff
r would serve as pillars of
the Mhilippine-UE relation-
ship 1 thie Marcos ad-

mindstratinm.

she added that the UK
will wimtinue to work with
the Fh:iﬁppinﬂﬂ’ I Tl
Liming peace and stability
in the regton, nclading on

Blepartmuent of Hhedact and

domain awareness.
"Meat with
Mew Fealand envoy”

Meanwhile, fanganda-
man also met with Mew
Zealend Ambassadar Te-
tee Kell on Thrsday te ex-
phare possihle: coppesition
N varioua areas.

“1 e specifically inter-
asted in bow i fonge ool
laboration:  with © MNew
dealand's G20 frevern-
ment-to-covermement] il -
i ha pwowe forward with

i collaborations for g

o publiv secior and. goe-
emance refarms,” Pangin-
daman said oy another Fa-
cebook prost.
Fangandaman alsa
shared wath Kell the Mar-
cos adminisivation’s eight-
pint sociveconomic agen-
s aned privrities, includi
the impiernentation of ﬂﬁ
devalubion of besic servic-

es and facilities from the

natinnal gevernment ta n-
cal povernmoent units, the
Dsnt smid in A stalemnent

pines as “one of the Enmaa

Eosled onr ik offivial Pace-
prrk pase.

KL-I}L,* 12 DBEM saic, alsa
relayed New Foaland s keen
interest in supporting the

DRE0ing peace process o
BM E'.r m\rl-;din linne-
lifood and Eelpim; < o
digenous cormivanilies.
"We look forward to
mare years of fricadship
and diplematic relations
wrikh esr Foalancl,” sl
Pangandaman, as gqueled
v Lbee DXEDR. FMA

racitime law arud maritinne
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i Several planet-killing gasbags are fattened up for market, am a farm in

e g

Isabela Province, MANILA TIMES PHOTO

ATURIAY'S editorial discussed
LJa recent study by Canhridge
University that detevmined that
greenliouse gas emissions could
b reeduced i Cathalics around the
world went back 1o the old pradice
of not eating meat on Fridays. Given
Pope Frandy' oft-stated concern tar
the environment, the researchers
expressed the hope thathe would m-
institute the practice, because if even
a minarity of the world’s 1. 36 billion
Catholic 2dherens would folless it
preenhouse gas emissions could be
reclaced By an amount substantial
enough toarmally make a difference
in slowing plobal warmming.

1 read the studs; and apan from
the interesting tie-in of cimate
change mitigation to dogmaticalhy
determinerd dietare practices, [found
the researchers’ effort 10 keep the
language used mature and respectfil

They're talling about farts, peo-
ple. Specically, cow and pig and
goat and sheen farts. And poap. Ler's
just all have our adolescent pigsle
abount it and get it out of our systems.

The problem is that livestock
and poultty produge what we
will herealter refer to as “digestive
waste modurts,” because we'te all
aduliy and this is a seriaus topic, In
prodigious quantities, and the big-
gest by-product of all of that waste
is methane. Methane, or CH4, is
procuced by bacteria decomposing
organic material, Emissions of CI14
are Tt as great as those of carbon
dioxide {CO2), bul are compara-

\

ROUGH
_TRADE

+ BEN
KRITZ

tively more dangerous; over a 20
vear time petiod, COH4 has about
&5 times the atmosphetic warming
potential of the same anount of
OO 114 breaks dowa Gaster than
G2 does, hut not fast enougl;
over a 10-year time spean, 1t is stifl
23 times more effective than CO2

in trapping atmosphenc heat.
beat production is the bisgest
source of methane on Farh, and
also produces significant quan-
lities of nitrous oxide [NO2Y;
altogether, it is responsible for
about 16 percent of the world’s an-
nual greenhouse gas emissions. To
perhaps visualize st how much
sreenholse gas is produced, in
CO2 equivalents (CO2e ), ove beef
or dairy cattle produces alsul G0
»HritzAB

- kg GO 2e per kilogramof processed fridgtyated

lamb, poultry and potk produce 20 kg, 6 kg
and 7 kg CO2e/kg, respectively. Worldwide
meat production this vear is estimated to
reach 345,17 million metric tons, or 345,17
billion kilograms, and produce about 9.9 bil-
lion metric tons of greenhouse gas emissions.
‘That works out to an average of 23.14 kg of
meat per person annually for the world's 7.98
billion people. Ifjust 1 in 10 of the world's esti-
mated 1,36 billian Catholics adopted *ineatless
Fridays,” that would teduce meat consumption
by about 3.3 kgfyear per peron, or a total of
about 448,800 metric wns annually, reducing
greenhouse gas emissions by approximately
129 million metric tons, To pat that in per-
spective. that is just a bit less than 10 percent of
the entire annual emissions of the Philippines.
The researchers did point out that many other
religions have their own dietary proscriptions,
The halal food of Muslims is probably the most
familiar to people here in the Philippines; I grew
up leaming to appreciate my Jewish neighbors’
kasher food in the US. The practice of not eat-
ing certain kinds of meat of not eating mear at
all among adherents of these different faiths,
however, is more widespread and consistent,
and thius already factored in 1 the world's meat
production and consumption, Cathalics are, at
teast to my knowledge, the only significant reli-
Eious group to have obeerved a certain meatless
practice for-a period of time (abont 1,200 years,
actually), and then officially dropped it {in 1966,
as.one outcome of the ?nd Vatican Counal).
As yesterday's editorial pointed out, regard-

‘less of your religious affiliation or lack thereof,

picking one day a week to' eat a salad instead
of a steak — or, if you're on a more realistic
budget, beans instead of a burger — is not
enly 2 completely painless way to responsibly
rontribute to environmental sustainability, it's
also good for your health. Plus with infladon
at its highest level in 14 years — 7.7 percent
in October, with dim prospects for any easing
this month from widespread damage caused by
last week's Tropical Storm “Paeng” — cutting a
day's worth of meat from your weekly grocery
list can be substantial savings ou food costs.
ltisaninescapable fact that the effects of dimnate
change are going to impose significant lfestyle
changes on us all, whether we fike it. Choosing to
make small, easy changes when the opportunity
prevents itself s not going to prevent the bigger,
more painful changes later on; but it will certainty
miake themn easier to manage, and may delay them
for a ime Onee you get in the habit, having a
“niy meat day” every week seems normal, and it
by no means has to be dull; as the Philippines is
a rrossroads of many different Asian oultures, we
are fortunate 1o be able to sample a wide variety
of meatless ansine. Give ita try; you'll feel better,
your wallet will feel better, and so will the planet.

ben kritzg@manifatimes net
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Nawspaper vendor Hanaldn Mﬂgquﬂah 69, nrﬂf.ta Ehrh-tmu lanterns out of mmn plaslir: l:nttlu along Scout Chuatoco street
in Quezon City 'l'ﬂstﬂl'ﬂﬂ}l’- JESE BUSTOS
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DOT cites environmental
protection to sustain tourism

BAGUIO CITY — The Department of Tourism (DO in the

Cordillera Administrafive Region ICAR} on Friday reiter-

ated the call for residents to protect the environmeni as the
inn more visits in the ing wesks.

"t iz importart that we also include in our programs
the protection of our environment and e natoral habitat
that we still have around us” said Sylvia China
operations afficer of DOT Cordillera, a ding;]{lat this Is
the only way Lo sustain the country's tonrlsm.

She u:'g{,‘ﬂ the public that while they are allowed to
enjoy the many tounst deshinetisns o the region, they
shoold take an the challenge of protecting the enviione
ment by practicing suctainable fousism,

“Inn erpoying the places we visit, let us also take the
resporsibility of king care of the emvironment 2o that
we can continue ko reap the berefits of fun and relaation
and for oihers o alse enjoy the place,” Chinayopg said.

O Ot 29, Sagada cpened bwo nesw offerings — the
Southern Sagada tour and adventure trek at the ﬁlu Bl
ard Blue Lagoon and the Obwa Canyon.

-Sagada Councilor Jaime Dugae, the Indigenous Peo-
ples Mandatory Represantstive (IPME), has also asked
the lown residembs to alwaye remind the visitors not to
igave any garbage behind.

We will conlinue o receive the benefits that the
tourism indusery is giving as if we also comfinge B

TRANQUIL ENVIRONMENT. Sagada’s cold temperature
Is one of the reasons why tourdsm |0 the Cordilers re-
gian s boeming. The Department of Tourism has reiter-
ated calls for the public to protect the énvironment to
sustain tourism In the reglon. PhA plhots

prefect our place. We have been endewed with o good
town, a good environment, beautifil natural attractions
that alleaw us b have livelihood so bt m8 fake care of our
treasure,” Dugao sad in Hlacano. PMA
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A model for 4th Industrial Revolution?

ILE the werld facused o

the re-election of Presiden:

Xi Jinping to the unprecedented

third tev:o as Party secretary gener-

al and thelineup of seniar leaders;

the significance of meore scientists

elecied to the senior leadership
position is mostly missed,

Dne of the most watched
palitical events in the world in
2022 is the Ootober 20 Pany
Congress of the Chinese Com-
munist Party {CCT). The focus
reflects the country's impor-
tance 1o 'the global economy,
which acevunted for mire than
30 peccent of global growth in
the past decade. In addition,
the world is watching how the
comntry reacts to the increasing-
1y hifurcated world dominated
bv geopolitical rivalries between
the U3 and China. International
observers are keen to know
whether the new leadership
lineup represents a new [uling
philosophy for the nest live vears,

Increasing number of
scientists in the Politburo,
central committee

ot of the 24 members of the
Politburo, at least six boast
academic or senior professional
qualifications in science and
technology, including lunar
seience, nuclear power and en-
vironmental protectiom, This is
a significant increase from only
one in the 2007 Congress,

For the central commitiee,
29 members from the Chinese
academy aof Sclence and Chi-
nese Academy of Engineering
were it the cohart of 376,
These Lwo acadernies have 1,831
members and represent the
cream of the Chinese seiences.
The number almost doubled
the 15 meinhers in the 2012
Congress and 25 in the 2017
Congress. One hundred eighty-
six members, or 495 percent of
the Central Committee, hold an
advanced professional degree or
pest-collegiate ediication. The
trend resonates with the drive
to get mote hizh intellectals,
particularly scientists, to par-
ticipate In governance, a version
of histaric Chinese meriiocracy.
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China power structure

The CCP is enshrined in the
Chinese Constitution as the rul-
ing party. The Communist Party
has 96.7 million members as of
September 2022 1t iy the second
largest political party in the
world, with a membership next
ta the ruling Bharatiya Janata Par-

"ty (BIP) of India, which elaimed

190 millinn rembers 0 2019,
CCP helds Congress once every

five vears to elect new leadership.

In this year's 20th  Congress,
1,296 national delegates elected
215 central commitiee members
and 171 atternate mesibers. These
370 central chmimittes mem-
lrers elecied 24 political bureau
members {Politbure) among
themselves, which in tarm selected
seven members of the standing
cominittee of the Polithure.

The seven politburo standing
committee members are headad
by Secretary Ceneral Xi, whao
also serves as the President of
the Republic. The rest became
prime ministers, heads of the
legislature and other critical
organs of the State. Other polit-
buro members become leaders
of inportant local governmments

'such as Beijing, Shanghai and

Cuangdong, and vice premiers in
the central gaverninent: The rest
of the Central Committes mem-
bers are assigned as heads across
different government ministries
and provinces; dne can say that
the central committee represents
the pinnacte of power in China.

Challenges of the time
Today, some of China's main

challenges are country-specific,
and some are part of'a glohal

trend facing all countries. Fare- -

most in the country-specific
challenges is the decoupling
drive of the United States when

it decided that China is the

‘peer competitor” and insti
tuted a techoalogical embargo
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on the flow of technologies to
China, There ia also the reori-

entation of growth drivers away

from maore volatile sectors, such
as real estate and export, to
imore sustainable innovation-
led domestic consumption.
And, of course, the geopolitical
tension ove: the comtainment
policy is also high on people’s
minds. President Xi aptly de-
scribes the next five years as an
“unparalleled complexity” time.
Cither pressing challcages commaon
to cther countries are cimate change
and ihe peressary but costly miiga-
tion nweasures needed. For cample,
China has vonimitied to pealocarbon
ermizsion i 2030 and zeto carbon by
2064 riowing awas from fossil fuel
Juat has dominated the industvial
era since the 1B certhury s enfury is
neither pagy nor siraghtforeard.
Clobalization has driven global
grosvth i the past 40 vears, and
the attempt 1o modify the supply
chain on national security geounds
will hurt economic efficiency
worldwide, The sum of world
export and impoTt a5 a pereentagze
of GIP has increased (rom 371
percent in 1980 to 60,1 percent
in 200 2, The mumzer decpped o

57.2 perent in 2021,

The diffusion ef knowledgeand
techriologies across counlries

" makes complete deglobaliza-

tion an imposshility, but partial
deglebalization or globalization
stowdenwrn likely pets more losets
th1n wingiers among muntrm

A mndel for the new

era? Scientists govern!

In this threshold era of the 4th
Imdusirial Revolution, many

profblems, such as climate change
and improving domestic produc-
tivily to drive growlh, reguire
new innovative, scientific ap-
progches for theis resolutions.
Yol in MOsL counfries, senior
state leaders reflect the political
choice of the people ar the po-
lirical parties with litlle scientific
COMmmLnity participation.

China announeed that it aims
to growin a high quality, sustain-
able way 10 hecome a leading
country in the middle of the
century. The new CUP leadership
now rounts one of the highest
1alios of scientists in the would.

Their participation in the high
echelon of government sends not
only 4 signal that the country in-
tendds o develop resilience even
from a tech squeeze. Tt could also
mean an altempt to emphasize
hard science-driven decisions mal-
ing processes more than politically
muoivated state acions in e futire.

There 15 a popular saying in
China: “Science is universal,
bit sclentists have countries,”
The stalement emphasizes the
universality of scichce and siil,
the palivtism of the scientist
are ned ineompatible. The high
percentage of scientists in the
senior leadership is a puarantes
that the country will stay open to
the world as these people know
the countrs's strengths and weak-
nesses more than any other group
of people in the country,

Will the Chinese experiment
bring a new model to the world
with more scientists involved in
public palicymaking and bring
hetter governance ! We can prob-
ably know better when the next

Party Congress is held io 2027,



