
 

04 November 2022, Friday 



STRATEGIC
COMMUNICATION
AND~5i§~INITIATIVES

• SERVICE

r-----------------------------------------------------------------------------~77~'------------------------do
UPPER PAGE 1o STORY

LOWER

000
BANNER EDITORIAL CARTOON
STORYB • ..,.r.r.,.!..... ~usm~'Jll91~Or PAGE

------ AImUrh*alkWyilWntsl------

TITlE: PAGE

Bill includes part of Benham
Rise in list of protected areas
ASENIOR lawmaker is asking

Congress to declare a large
part of the Philippine Rise,

a vast undersea region east of Lu-
zon, asa protected area (PA) so it
could be managed and explored for
its marine resources.

In House Bill 5687, Cagayan
de Oro City Rep. Rufus Rodriguez
proposed that the area known as
Benham Bank and its neighboring
waters, be designated as a PA to be
known as Philippine Rise Marine Re-
source Reserve under the Expanded
National Integrated ProtectedAreas
System Law.

The bill indicates the geographic
coordinates of Benham Bank, which
iscomposedof352,390hectares. The
Philippine Rise isbelieved to be more
than 24 million hectares.

Rodriguez said most of Philip-
pine Rise, including Benham Bank,
is within the country's 200-mile ex-
clusive economic zone.

Hesaid while the undersea region
is 3,000 to 3,500 meters beneath the
ocean's surface, Benham Bank, the
tallest seamount, is lying just 48-70
meters below the sea.

An all-Filipino group of research
scientists discovered the proposed
protected marine resource reserve in
2014, along with its diverse habitats
and fish communities, he said.

He added that Filipinos actually
do fishing activities in the area, "but
the state of its habitats and biodi-
versity must be closely monitored
to ensure the sustainability of the
resources therein."

"Monitoring and maintaining the
high biodiversity and near pristine
habitats in the Philippine Rise Ma-
rine Resource Reserve will contribute
to sustainable fisheries productivity
and ecosystem services for present
and future generations of Filipinos,"
Rodriguez stressed.

Henoted that atpresent, the Phil-
ippine Coast Guard (PCG),Philippine
National Police Maritime Group,

Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic
Resources (BFAR), and the Armed
Forces of the Philippines (AFP) are
patrolling the area, protecting Fili-
pino fishermen and enforcing fish-
eries laws.

He said aside from designating
Benham Bankas aprotected area, his
bill would provide additional funds
for these agencies.

"Most importantly, passing the
bill is an exercise of Philippine sov-
ereignty over our waters and the re-
sources therein," he said.

Under the measure, a Philippine
RiseMarine Resource Protected Area
Management Boardwould be created
as the policy-making body for the
management of Benham Bank.

The board is to be composed of
the secretary of the Department of
Environment and Natural Resources
(DENR);the chairpersons of the Sen-
ate Committee on Environment, Nat-
ural Resources and Climate Change
and the House Committee on Natural
Resources and representatives from
BFAR, National Economic and De-
velopment Authority, Department
of Science,and Technology, Depart-
ment of National Defense-Office of
CivilDefense, PNP Maritime Group,
National Security Council, National
Coast Watch Council Secretariat,
Department of Foreign Affairs Mari-
time and Ocean Affairs Office, AFP,
andPCG.

Four representatives from non-
government organizations accred-
ited by the DENR, four from aca-
demic institutions and one from the
private fishing sector would also sit
in the board ..

The bill enumerates prohibited
activities in the proposed protected
area, including poaching, dumping of
toxic waste, use of destructive gears,
and hindering law enforcement.

Proposed penalties for violators
include fines of up to PS million and
imprisonment of up to six years.

Jovee Marie N. De/a Cruz
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PH RISE EYED AS PROTECTED MARINE RESOURCE RE 'ERVE

Cagayan de Oro lawmaker Ru-
fus Rodriguez has proposed a
measure that would declare as
a protected area a large part of
Philippine Rise.

Rodriguez said on Thurs-
day that he filed House Bill No.
5687, which would make the
352,390-hectare Benham Bank
and its neighboring waters a
protected area to .be known as
the Philippine Rise Marine Re-
source Reserve.

The lawmaker pointed out
that Philippine Rise, an undersea
region east of Luzon believed to
be over 24 million hectares, is
within the country's 322-kilome-
ter exclusive economic zone. He
noted that while the undersea
region is 3,000 to 3,500 meters
beneath the ocean's surface, Ben-
ham Bank lies just 48 to 70 me-
ters below the sea.

An all-Filipino group of re-
search scientists discovered
the proposed protected marine
resource reserve in 2014, along
with its diverse habitats and

fish communities, he said.
According to Rodriguez, Fil-

ipinos actually do fishing activ-
ities in the area, "but the state
of its habitats and biodiversity
must be closely monitored to
ensure the sustainability of the
resources therein."

"Monitoring and main-
taining the high biodiversity
and near pristine habitats in
the Philippine Rise Marine Re-
source Reserve will contribute
to sustainable fisheries produc-
tivity and ecosystem services
for present and future genera-

By Jeannette I. Andrade
@jiandradeINQ

j
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Solon files.bill declaring PH Rise as protected area
By RAYMUND ANTONIO House Deputy Speaker Cagayan de Oro

City Rep. Rufus Rodriguez said in a state-
ment that the Philippine Rise could be man-
aged and explored for its marine resources
once the bill is passed into law.

"Monitoring and maintaining the high
biodiversity and near pristine habitats
in the Philippine Rise Marine Resource
Reserve will contribute to sustainable
fisheries productivity and ecosystem ser-
vices for present and future generations of
Filipinos," he said.

HB 5687 indicated the g graphic coor-
dinates of Benham Batlkwhi is composed
of 352,390 hectares. The P ppine ise is
believed to be more than 24 million h es.

The lawmaker said most of the Philip-
pine Rise, inc ..uding Benham Bank, is ithin
the country's 200-mile exclusive economic
zone. He added that Filipinos conduct fish-
ing activities )n the area, "but the st: te of its
habitats and biodiversity must be losely
monitored c ensure the sustaina ity of
the resourc !!: therein."

A Mindanao lawmaker has filed House -
Bill (HB) No. 5687 declaring a large part
of the Philippine Rise, formerly known as
Benham Rise, a protected area.

The Benham Bank and its neighboring
waters will be known as Philippine Rise
Marine Resource Reserve when it becomes
a protected area under the proposed Ex-
panded National Integrated Protected
Areas System Act.
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Congress urged to declalre
Benham Rise a 'protected iir
By RYAN PONCE

PACPACO
CAGAYAN de Oro City
Representative Rufus Ro-
driguez has asked Con-
gress to declare a large
part of the Philippine Rise
(previously known as the
Benham Rise), a vast un-
dersea region east of Lu-
zon, a8 a "protected area"
so it could be managed
and explored for its ma-
rine resources.

In House Bill (HB) No.
5687, Rodriguez proposed
that the areaKnown as Ben-

ham Bankand its neighbor-
ing waters be designated as
a protected area to be
known as the "Philippine
Rise Marine Resource Re-
serve" under the Expand-
ed National Integrated Pro-
tected Areas System Law.

The bill indicates the
geographic coordinates of
Benham Bank, which is
composed of 352,390hect-
ares. The Philippine Rise is
believed to be more than 24
million hectares.

Rodriguez said most of
the Philippine Rise, includ-
ing Benham Bank, is within
the country's 200-mile ex-

elusive economic zone
(EEZ).

He said while the under-
sea region is 3,000 to 3,500
meters beneath the ocean's
surface, Benham Bank, the
tallest seamount, is lying
just 48-70meters below the
sea.

An all-Filipino group of
research scientists discov-
ered the proposed protect-
ed marine resource reserve
in 2014, along with its di-
verse habitats and fish com-
munities, he said.

He noted that at present,
the Philippine Coast Guard
(PCG), Philippine Nation-

--------------------

al Police Mariti Group
(PNP-Mq, Burea of Fish-
eries and Aquatic esourc-
es (BFAR),and th Armed
Forces o. the Ph lippines
(AFP) ale patrol in~ the
area, p.rotecting Filipino
fisherme r and e forcing
fisheries laws.

He said aside f om des-
ignating Benham nk as a
protected area, he bill
would provide a ditional
funds k<r these a~cies.

"Mo!;\ imJ?o tantly,
passing_tile bill IS exer-
ciseofPl1Jlippine ereign-
ty over 0\ tr waters and the
resources therein," he said.
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A lawmaker filed a mea-
sure seeking to declare a
large part of the Philip-
pine Rise (formerly Ben-
ham Rise) as a protected
area. .

House BillS687 author
CagayandeOroCity Rep-
resentative Rufus Rod-
riguez said this is needed
sothatthegovemmentcan
manage and explore the
vast undersea region for
its marine resources.

The proposal is that the
area known as Benham
Bank and its neighboring
waters, be designated as a
protected area tobe known
as Philippine Rise Marine
ResourceReserveunderthe
Expanded National Inte-
grated Protected Areas
System Law.

The bill indicates the
geographic coordinates of
Benham Bank, which is

composed of 352,390 hect-
ares. The Philippine Rise is
believed to be more than 24
million hectares.

Rodriguez said mostof
the Philippine Rise.includ-
ing Benham Bank.is within
the country's 200-mile ex-
clusive economic zone.

He said while the un-
dersea region is 3,000 to
3,500 meters beneath the
ocean's surface, Benham
Bank, the taliestseamount,
is lying just 48-70 meters
below the sea.

An all-Filipino group of
research scientists discov-
ered the proposed protect-
ed marineresource reserve
in 2014, along with its di-
verse habitats and fish
communities, he said.

He added thatFilipinos
actually do fishing activi-
ties in the area, "but the
state of its habitats and
biodiversity must be close-
ly monitored to ensure the
sustainability of the re-

sources therein."
"Monitoring and main-

tainin thehighbiodiversi-
ty an~ near pristine habi-
tats in the Philippine Rise
Marine Resource Reserve
will contribute to sustain-
able fisheries productivity
and ecosystem services for
present and future genera-
tions of Filipinos," Rod-
riguez stressed.

Henoted thatatpresent,
the Philippine Coast Guard
(PeG), Philippine Nation-
al Police Maritime Group,
Bureau of Fisheries and
AquaticResources(BFAR),
and the Armed Forces of
the Philippines (AFP are
patrolling the area, protect-
ingFilipino fishermen and
enforcing fisheries laws.

He said aside from des-
ignating Benham Bank as a
protected area, his bill
would provide additional
funds for these agencies.

"Most importantly,
passing the bill is an exer-
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DENR leads drive to check
settlers in Calabarzon PAs

By JONATHAN L. MAYUGA

'I @jonlmayuga

THE Department of Environ-
. ment and Natural Resourc-

es (DENR) in Calabarzon
launched onWednesday acrackdown
against illegal occupants structures
within Protected Areas (PA)and for-
estlands in the region.

DENR Calabarzon Regional Ex-
ecutive Director NiloTamorialedkey
regional officials and representatives
from the Department of the Interior
and Local Government, Philippine
National Police,Department ofPublic
Works and Highways, National Intel-
ligence Coordinating Agency, Army,
National Bureau ofInvestigation, and
local government units in issuing
"show cause" orders against illegal
occupants of structures in Marikina,
Rizal, Laguna, and Quezon or the so-
called Marilaque Highway.

Tamoria said as early as October
27, these same agencies collaborated
to execute the massive operation,
which aims to address numerous

complaints against illegal occupants
and structures built in supposedly
"no-build" zones or buildings with-
out the necessary permits from con-
cerned government agencies.

"This is to ensure the protection
and conservation of our Protected
Areas which serves as our natural
defense against dim ate change,"
said Tamoria.

On Saturday, October 29, tropical
storm "Paeng"devastated Luzon and
parts of Mindanao, causing massive
flooding and landslide that resulted
in the tragic loss of lives,

President Ferdinand R. Marcos
Jr. blamed the disaster on massive
tree-cutting activities.

According to Tamoria, the illegal
construction of buildings and other
structures is one of the major causes
of forest degradation, particularly
in PAs.

Section 24 of Department Ad-
ministrative Order 2019-05 states
that the Protected Area Manage-
ment Board or PAMBshall conduct
an inventory offacilities within aPA.
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Regional'Ulldates
Governor says 'man-made problem' of flooding
can be addressed by protecting the Cagayan River
THEGOVERNORof Cagayan,one of the areas hit hardest
by the recent series of typhoons in the Philippines, on
Thursday called on national government agendes to act
on longstanding recommendations to avert flooding by
protecting the Cagayan River.

"This has been our perennial problem and this is the
cause of poverty and destruction in Cagayan," Governor
Manuel N. Mamba said in a statement.

The flooding problem, he said, is "man-made"
and widespread such that the provincial government
alone could not address the contributing factors to the
repeated disasters.

The CagayanRiver Basin, located in northern
Philippines, is the biggest in the country with an area of
27,493.49 square kilometers. It traverses nine provinces
across three regions, based on data from the Department
of Environment and Natural Resources(DENR).

The river empties out into the Babuyan Channel
through Aparri town in Cagayan.

"We suffer the most," the governor said.
He said one of the ilnmediate actions that can be

taken Is to desilt the Magat Dam, one of the river's main
tributaries.

Other issues that require long-term and multi-sectoral
solutions are extensive deforestation and changing
climate patterns.

The Cagayan River Basin covers 10critical watersheds.
It Is also home to five declared protected areas. Its ecosvs- ,
tern supports some 700,000 hectares of farmland, more
than half of which are planted to the staple rice.

In February 2021, the DENR formed an alliance
with 22 national government agencies to continue
the river's rehabilitation under what it called a "Build
Back Better" program.

"Let us hope that what this administration has started
to build back better, the mighty Cagayan River will be built
upon by the next administration," then DENRchief Roy A.
Cimatu said during the alliance signing ceremony.

In the wake of this year's worse flooding and landslide
incidents, Mr. Mamba said stakeholders across northern
Luzon need to sit down and earnestly discuss the imple-
mentation of solutions. - MSJ
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Most mining, I~gging
concessions seen
potentially infringing
on ancestral domain
ABOUT half of all approved large-scale mining con-
tracts and 87% of logging projects are within or are
in close proximity to registered'ancestral domains,
according to a study by the Legal Rights and Natural
Resources Center (LRC).

The LRCreported in its 2022 State of the Indigenous
Peoples Address that 49% of the land certified as
ancestral domains are near environmentally destructive
projects.

Efenita May M. Taqueban, executive director of LRC,
announced the findings in a statement.

According to the Indigenous Peoples' Rights Act,
ancestral domain is defined as land traditionally oc-
cupied, possessed and used by individuals and families
belonging.to Indigenous Cultural Communities and
Indigenous Peoples (IPs).

As of July, about 449,576.81 hectares of land covered
by approved mineral production sharing agreements
out of a total of 916.474.08 hectares are in conflict with
registered ancestral domains, the report said.

About 87% or 635,095 hectaresout of a total of
732).03 hectares of forest tenements operated as timber
plantations are situated near registered ancestral domains.

According to the report, at least 1.2million hectares
or 21%of all land covered by .
Certificate of Ancestral Domain
TItles is in actual or potential
conflict with miners and loggers.

"Protecting ancestral
domains ... is urgently needed
if we are to rise above the
climate emergency we are
already experiencing now;
Ms.Taqueban said. - Kyanna
Angela Bulan

Read the full story by
scanning the QR code with

your smartphone or by
typing the link

<blt.Jy!Mlnfngn0422>
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Report shows vast tracts ofPHL ancestral
domain lands tied to destructive projects

By JONATHAN L. MAYUGA

-" @jonlmayuga

ALEGALand policy research
institution on Wednesday
revealed that half of all Cer-

tificate of Ancestral Domain titles
(CADTs)in the Philippines are em-
broiled in environmentally destruc-
tive projects.

In its 2022 State of the Indig-
enous Peoples Address (SIPA)Re-
port, the Legal Rights and Natural
Resources Center (LRC) said the
threats were found to cover at least
1.25 million hectares or equivalent
to 21 percent of the total area of
all CADTs.

"We found that half of all ap-
proved large-scale mining con-
tracts and a whopping 87 percent
of all large-scale logging projects
are withi or close to registered
ancestral domains. Protecting an-

cestral domains and their natu-
ral defenses to' extreme climate
impacts is urgently needed if
we are to rise above the climate
emergency we are already experi-
encing now,"Atty. Mai Taqueban,
executive director of LRCsaid in
a news release.

The report further showed that
despite their territories having an
estimated forest ecosystem value
of P1.1 trillion annually, three in
every four indigenous persons (IP}
remain among the poorest 40 per-
cent of Filipinos.

IPs were also found to be facing
significant socioeconomic gaps in
accessing education, public health,
water and electricity, and other
public services.

"The exploitation and com-
moditization of nature is sadly
an enduring framework to man-
aging our natural resources. This

is contrary to indigenous peoples'
conception of development. Not
only ha s this marginalized them,
it has also worsened their human
rights situation, for many of them
naturally oppose these projects.
What they have been clamoring for
is suppc rt for their own develop-
ment plans, anchored in theirright
to self-c1etermination," Taq
said.

The port highlighted the on-

going st 1991esofIP communities
against e xtractive projects, such as
the water woes experienced by the
Tuwali people during the opera-
tions of the Oceanagold copper-
gold project in Barangay Didipio,
Kasibu, Nueva Vizcaya. Protesting
the deplqtion and pollution ofwa-
ter and its impacts on their farm-
lands, they have been repeatedly
met with a history of violence and
human rights violations.
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Stop raping our fore: ts
and watersheds,(Destroying rainforest for eco-

nomic gain is like burning a
Renaissance painting to cook
a meal."

This famous quote from the late American
biologist and Pulitzer winner E.O.Wilson brings
to mind the massive denudation and degrada-
tion of the country's forests and watersheds
through rapid urbanization, illegal logging,
illegal mining, slash-and-burn farming, and
even poaching.

According to the European Environment
Agency (EEA) report, "Water-retention po-
tential of Europe's forests," forests can soak
up excess rainwater, preventing run-offs and
damage from flooding. The report shows that
water retention potential tends to increase
along with the extent of forest cover in a water
basin.

In the recent flooding, triggered by Severe
Tropical Storm Paeng, President Marcos blamed
deforestation for the flash floods and landslides
in Maguindanao. Thus, he called on the Depart-
ment of Environment and Natural Resources
(DENR) and non-governmental organizations
to help in reforestation efforts in Maguindanao
and urged residents to care for the trees.

Shortly after Typhoon Ulysses struck in No-
vember 2020, the Department of Public Works
and Highways (DPWH) conducted a study and
came up with a conclusion that the massive
flooding in Metro Manila and neighboring areas
was caused by rapid urbanization and increased
build-up areas in the Marikina River Basin
Land Cover. The Philippine Statistics Authority

defines build-up areas as spaces of intensive
use, with much of the land covered by struc-
tures. It includes cities, towns, villages, strip
developments along highways, transportation,
power, and communication facilities, and areas
occupied by mills, shopping centers, industrial
and commercial complexes, and institutions
that may, in some instances, be isolated from
urban areas.

All these studies and findings underscore
how important forests and wstersheds are in
our ecosystem. Devastate it or abuse its us and
we are-in for a disaster.

With unabated forest devastation and incur-
sions in our watersheds, no doubt the coun-
try continues to experience massive flooding
whenever a storm strikes. Remember the cata-

, strophic effects of flashfloods brought about
by Tropical Storm Ondoy in September 2009,
Super-Typhoon Rolly and Ulysses in November
2020, Severe Tropical Storm Maring in October
2021, and Typhoon Odette in iecernber 2021?

With tropical storms becommg stronger and
more frequent, it's now time 'for all stake old-
ers-the government, the business sector, non-
governmental organizations, and the,public-to
get their acts together in preserving our forests
and watersheds to mitigate coding and avoiJ
further loss of lives and properties.

While it is necessary to keep the economy
afloat, sustainable use of res urces to attain
progress is equally important for the fut .re of
the next generation.

Wehave to act responsibly now for tomorrow
might be too late.
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Requirements for reforest'1tion

Inview of recent disasters due
to massive forest denudation,
we identify three requirements
for successful reforestation.

One, secure the area from un-
scrupulous individuals; two, ~n-
sure that people in the area feel
ownership of the initiative; and
three, plant the most appropriate
speciesin the targeted sites.

If these are not met, the
country's reforestation plan will
just suffer from failures anew.
The government's planting ef-
forts have shown a disappoint-
ing 61-percent survival rate.

Last Nov. 2, Inquirer's Je-
rome Aning reported: "President
Marcos on Monday said good
trees should be planted in the
denuded uplands of the two Ma-
guindanao provinces to prevent
a repeat of last week's deadly
landslides, after seeing for him-
self what environmentalists had
been warning the government
on what would happen not only
in Mindanao, but also in other

, parts of the country." The issue is
in connection with the destruc-
tion left by tropical storm Paeng,
which left more than 100 dead.

The Movement for Water
Security, composed of private
sector members who contributed
to the National Water Roadmap
direction that produced seven

COMMENTARY
ERNESTO M. ORDONEZ

volumes on different water gov-
ernance aspects, identified the
three reforestation requirements,
These are recommended by ex-
perts with extensive experience.

The first is from Billie Duma-
liang, co-founder of the Masungi
Georeserve Foundation (MGF).
At the weekly forum of the
Management Association of the
Philippines-Agribusiness and
Countryside Development Foun-
dation (MAP-ABCDF), Duma-
liang explained that the biggest
reforestation obstacle was not
being able to secure the targeted
reforestation area. This was be-
cause unscrupulous individuals,
in connivance with the local gov-
ernment and other officials, en-
gage in illegal quarrying, logging
and other activities, often using
violence for intimidation,

MAP-ABCDF followed this
up with Senate agriculture and
environment committee chair
Cynthia Villar. The senator pro-
vided a van for regulation use by
the Department of Environment
and Natural Resources (DENR)

and the Philippine National Po-
lice, However, little support was
given, thus illegal activities con-
tinued, two rangers were killed
and several more were mauled.

Last Sept 26, MGF bested
more than 2,000 entries from 150
countries in the United Nations
Sustainable Development Goals
Action Award. After five years of
perceived inadequate government
support, MGF recently commend-
ed the Department of Interior
and Local Government and the
DENR for confiscating weapons
from illegal trespassers and acting
against 30 armed men whom they
alleged harassed them last month.

Since securing the area is a ma-
jor issue in reforestation efforts,
the DENR and Department of the
Interior and Local Government
must now act consistently against
these powerful individuals.

The second requirement is
that the people in the area must
be active reforestation partici-
pants who will also benefit from
the project. Alberto Malvar,
multi-awarded developer and
chair of Mount PUITONature Re-
serve, said: "You must begin by
knowing and understanding the
people who live there, Togeth-
er with them, you must devel-
op a plan that they will own and
commit to., This must provide

livelihood opportunities that will
e able their survival. Otherwise,
reforestation will not work."

The third requirement is that
the choice of what to plant has to
be practical. Fruit and native tree
species are best However, these
'Ail not survive without nurturing.

Dulce Punzalan, UN Glob-
al. Impact representative and
NlAP-ABCDF corporate secre-
tary, suggests bamboo. First, it
grows in relatively infertile land.
Second, it requires little atten-
tit) , because bamboo is a grass
that can overcome the cogon
that destroys other plants. Third,
it provides livelihood opportu-
nities for those with low income
due to its fast gestation.

In order for President Mar-
cos planting directive to be sue-
ce ssful, the government must

,support these three require-
ments. Otherwise, reforestation
wjll remain just a rhetoric, as has
happened so often in the past INQ

e
T 1e author is Agriwatch chair, former

se ntary of presidential flagship programs

auc projects, and former undersecretary

of the Department of Agric,ulture

and the Department of Trade and Industry.

Contact is agriwatch_phil@yahoo.com.
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Stop raping our forests
and watersheds

and institutions that may, n
some instances, be isolate d
from urban areas.

All these studies and find-
ings underscore how impo -
tant forests and watersheds
are in our ecosystem. Deva s-
tate it or abuse its use and we
are in for a disaster.

With unabated forest dev- .
astation and incursions in
our watersheds, no doubt t le
country continues to experi-
ence massive flooding when-
ever a storm strikes. Remem-
ber the catastrophic effecrs
of flashfloods brought about
by Tropical Storm Onde y
in September 2009, Supe >

Typhoon Rolly and Ulysses
in November 2020, Severe
Tropical Storm Maring in
October 2021, and Typhoon
Odette in December 2021?

With tropical storms be-
eoming stronger and more
frequent, it's now time for
all stakeholders-the govern-
ment, the business sector,
non-governmental orgari-
zations, and the public+t 0
get their acts together in
preserving our forests ar: d
watersheds to mitigate flood-
ing and avoid further loss of
lives and properties.

While it is necessary \ 0
keep the economy af'lo at,
sustainable use of resources
to attain progress is equal y
important for the future of
the next generation.

We have to act responsib y
now for tomorrow might t e
too late.

"Destroying rainforest for
economic gain is like burn-
ing a Renaissance painting
to cook a meal."

This famous quote from the
late American biologist and
Pulitzer winner E. O. Wilson
brings to mind the massive
denudation and degradation
of the country's forests and
watersheds through rapid ur-
banization, illegal logging, il-
legal mining, slash-and-burn
farming, and even poaching.

According to the European
Environment Agency (EEA)
report, "Water-retention po-
tential of Europe's forests,"
forests can soak up excess
rainwater, preventing run-
offs and damage from flood-
ing. The report shows that
water retention potential
tends to increase along with
the extent of forest cover in
a water basin.

In the recent flooding, trig-
gered by Severe Tropical
Storm Paeng, President Mar-
cos blamed deforestation for
the flash floods and land-
slides in Maguindanao. Thus,
he called on the Department
of Environment and Natural
Resources (DENR) and non-
governmental organizations
to help in reforestation ef-
forts in Maguindanao and
urged residents to care for
the trees.

Shortly after Typhoon Ul-
ysses struck in November
2020, the Department of
Public Works and Highways
(DPWH) conducted a study
and came up with a con- ~---------
clusion that the massive
flooding in Metro Manila
and neighboring areas was
caused by rapid urbaniza-
tion and increased build-up
areas in the Marikina River
Basin Land Cover. The Phil-
ippine Statistics Author-
ity defines build-up areas as
spaces of intensive use, with
much of the land covered by
structures. It includes. cities,
towns, villages, strip devel-
opments along highways,
transportation, power, and
communication facilities,
and areas occupied by mills,
shopping centers, industrial
and commercial complexes,
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TUMAMBAD ang bundok ng halaan ng kampanya kung
basura dahil sa patuloy na paano maitatapon ng maa-
pagbayongbagyong"Paeng" yosngatingmamamayanang
kaya agad namangnagbigay mga plasticupangmaiwasan
ng panukalaang Department angpagkasirang kapaligiran.
of Finance na buwisan ang Pangalawa ay ibawal
single-useplasticspara kumi- ang pagtatapon sa kung
ta ang pamahalaan. saan-saan at ipatupad ang rin ang ulo ng mga ito at inii- hing~1,mg mga sementeryo

Malaki kasi umano na ki- recycling ng basura. . wan pa rin ang kanilang mga dahil bawal ang pag-tungo
kitain kapag ipinatupad ito. NitongnakaraangUndas, basura sa mismong puntod ng mJiI tao bunga ng pande-
Napag-alaman na kikita ang nabatid na hindi pa rin natu- ngkanilangdinalawna nama- mya dlilot ng COVID-19pero
gobyerno sa pagbubuwis sa tuto ang rngataong bumibisi- yapang mahal sa buhay. nga~)/Ig balik na naman ang
single-useplastics perowala ta sa sementeryodahil hang- Ginawa nilang malaking pagtLlrgo ng mga tao sa se-
pang linaw na nakikita kung gang ngayon ay wala pa rin basurahan ang sementeryo. ment ~Iyoay l1akaririmarinna
paano masusulusyonan ang silangdisiplinasa pagtatapon Satotoo langbayan. rna- ang tanawin dito dahil sa
plastic pollution. ng kani-kanilag mga basura ramingsementeryosa buong bundok ng basura.

Tiyak na patuloy ang sapagkat bagamanmayrnga bansanamakikitaangnamu- Aromang puna 0 rekla-
produksyon ng plastic kahit nakapaskil sa mga gate ng mulaklaksa plasticna basu- mo i-tE'xtsa 09189274764,
pa taasan ng buwis. sementeryo na huwag iiwa- raatnaka-ambaanglalopang 0926157192690 i-emau sa

Unang dapat daw gawin nan ang basura sa mga bi- paglubha ng plastikpollution. juan esabog@yahoo. m 0
ay magkaroondin ang pama- bisitah!ngpunted,rnatiqaspa . ., Dalawangtaon na nama-/ juano3l;ab0g48@gmail.com.
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Basurang plastik
namumutiktik

V AHAPON maraming basura ang nakuha sa mga
ftsementery~ sa buong bansa. Pinakamaraming 00-
sura ang nakuha sa mga sementeryo sa Metro Manila.
Naulit ang tanawin bago magpandemya. Napahinga
Iang ng dalawang taon sa basura ~ mga se~ntertyo
at ngayon ay balik na naman sa dating tanawia. Nagpa-
pakita Iamang ito na wala pa ring dEplina sa pagtatapon
ng basuraangnakararami.Kahitmalinaw ang ~d
na paaJala sa mga gate ng sementeryo na huwag uwanan
ang basura sa mga bibNtahing puntod,hindi rin nasunod
at naging basurahan na naman ang mga sementeryo.

Pawang plastic na basura ang nakolekta kahapon at
ayon sa report aabutin pa ng ilang araw bago tuluyang
mahakot ang mga basura. Nakadagdag sa basurang
plastic ang mga face masks na itinapon din sa loob ~g se-
menteryo. Hindi na nakapagtataka na tataas ang bilang
ng kaso ng COVID-l9 dabil sa walang ingat na pagtata-
pon ng face masks. Balik sa dating nakaririmarim na
tanawin ang mga sementeryo dahil sa iniwang basura.

Karaniwang mga single-use plastics ang basurang
nakakalat sa mga sementeryo-sache ng 3-in-l coffee,
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plastic cup ng noodles, plastic wrapper ng biskuwit at
iba pang pagkain, shopping I~19s at mga plastic cover
ng bulaklak. Nagmistulang II:alaking basurahan ang
mga sementeryo. Kung kailar lilinisin ang gabundo
na basura sa mga sementeryo Hywalang makapagsabi.

Kapag ang mga basurang plastic sa sementeryo ay
inabutan ng panibagong ba~;)0, at nagkaroon na na-
man ng pagbaha, tiyak na sa ilog at mga sapa aan .
ang mga ito at saka hahantcn g sa dagat. Maraming
maapektuhan kasama na ang mga lamandagat.

Sinabi minsan ni Preside.at Ferdinand arcos
Jr. ang problema ng Pilipin~~ ukol sa plas lc pollu-
tion kung saan, ikatlo ang Pilipinas sa nag-aambag
ng mga basurang plastic S~I karagatan. Si abi ni
Marcos na tutulong ang PilipJillas sa paglilinis sa mga
basurang nasa karagatan. HlJ:.di umano tata uran
ang responsiblidad sa basura ~a karagatan.

Ipinanukala naman ng Department of Finance
na buwisan ang single-use plil:itics para k ta ang
pamahalaan. Malaki umano ang kikitain ka ag ipi-
natupad ito. Wala pang Iinaw IIung magkak oon
katuparan ang panukala.

Kikita ang pamahalaan s pagbubuwis sa single-
use plastics subalit walang maJ!iIlaw na nakikita kung
paano masosolusyunan ang plas tic pollution. Tiyak na
patnloy ang produksiyon ng plastic kahit pa taasan
ng buwis. Dapat magkaroon dln ng kampanya ang
pamahalaaan kung paano malitatapon nang aayos
ng mamamayan ang mga plasti c upang maiw ang
pagkasira ng kapaligiran. Iba fill ang pagtata n sa
kung saan-saan at ipatupad ang recycling ng basura.
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Onll 4 calamitl regio IS

AFFIRMING his assessment that the damage wrou L by
Severe Troplical Storm Paeng was "highly localized", I'l esi-
dent Marcos Jr. has approved and signed a circular declaring
a state of calamity over Regions 4-A, 5 (Bicol), 6 (WeIS';ern
Visayas),and the BangsamoroAutonomousRegioninMt~ lim
Mindanao.

Calabarzon is Cavite, Laguna, Batangas, Rizal, Quezor .
As stated on Proclamation 84, the declaration would be in

effect for six months "unless earlier lifted" b the President
"The onslaught of Severe Tropical Storm Paeng from 0 c:. 26

to 29, 2022 caused the loss of lives, destruction of property,
damage to agriculture and critical infrastructures, and dim up-
tion of means of livelihood and normal way of life of the po pu-
lations in the affected areas," part of the document, already
published on The Official Gazette, read.

"All government departments, agencies, and instrumentali-
ties concerned are hereby directed to continue implementing
and executing rescue, recovery, relief, and rehabilitation nea-
sures in accordance with pertinent operational plans and irec-
tives," it added.

Therefore, no need to declare anational state of calamity after
Severe Tropical Storm Paeng ravaged different parts 0'[ the
country.

Earlier, the President assessed the damage as "highly Iocal-
ized".

He made this remark a day after the National Disaster Risk
Reduction and Management Council announced on Sui day
that it has submitted a resolution recommending a declare tion
ofanationalstateofcalamitywhichwouldtriggerapricefre~ze
and allow the release of emergency funds.

"I don't think it's necessary. I carne to that conclusi in
consultation with DENR [Department of Environment end
Natural Resources]. They said it wasn't extensive. The daninge
is highly localized," Marcos told reporters in a press briefing in
Noveleta, Cavite.

Citing government reports, he said only three provinc 3-
Quezon, Cavite, and Maguindanao --suffered the most darr age
to infrastructure.

"We're talking about the east coast Quezon, dito sa Cay ite,
and then Maguindanao. Those are the areas. It does need to
have ... likeintheVisayasthere'snoneedforanationalcalamity ..
For Region 1,2, it doesn't warrant a national calamity," he aid.

The President said it was enough foi the NDRRMC to imple-
ment the state of calamity status in specific areas only.

Paeng weakened into a tropical storm status on Sunday but
re-~tensified into a severe tropical storm on Monday ,IS it
c0!.lt;ffiu.esto move ove~ the West P?ilippine Sea, according to
Philippine Atrnosphenc, Geophysical and Astronomical fier-
vices Administration.
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Lessons from 'Paeng
ith 18 to 20 typhoons making landfall and
wreaking havoc in the country every year,
you'd think we would have mastered the
drill by now. Foresight borne of repeat-
ed experience would have guided prepa-
rations on the ground and enabled us to
survive each onslaught with the least
number of casualties and damage to crops
and property. But Severe Tropical Storm
"Paeng' -with at least 150 dead, 36 miss-

ing, at least P2.74 billion worth of crops lost, and hundreds
of thousands affected across 64 provinces-proved other-
wise, with even President Marcos Jr. asking "Why were they
(people) not evacuated? Why were there so many casualties?"
upon hearing the extent of the typhoon's devastation.

True, there were mitigating factors behind the calamitous
impact of Paeng, with disaster officials pointing to "a tragic
combination of continuous rains from the approaching trop-
ical storm, deforestation, and silted rivers for the floods and
landslides that swamped many parts of the country." Local
officials also deflected blame, saying they were not warned
early enough; the information given was insufficient; the ty-
phoon veered and changed course, and their area was seldom
visited by storms so the flash floods and landslides caught
them by surprise. As for the lives lost, they protested that
many families had refused to leave their homes for fear of
losing what little they had. There were no safe shelters for the
evacuees either, as entire barangays were inundated.

Not that we haven't heard all these before in the wake of
previous typhoons just as powerful. If anything, Paeng's un-
acceptably high death toll and extent of destruction have un-
derscored once more how previous recommendations from
calamitous events have gone largely unheeded, only to be
resurrected amid the hue and cry following another disaster.

Foremost among the lessons from Paeng is how infor-
mation is key to adequate preparation.

In the face of Paeng's fury, people have been asking,
"Whatever happened to Project NOAH?" Launched in 2012,the
Nationwide Operational Assessment of Hazards, which the
Duterte administration defunded in 2017,"generates initial as-
sessment reports for seismic, volcanic, and hydro-meteorolog-
ical hazards to help the public prepare for possible impacts,"
notably by identifying sites that present geographical risks.
Tools such as hazard mapping that Project NOAH and the phil-
ippine Institute of Volcanology and Seismology's Hazardflunt-
erPH provide are a life-saver, as they inform locals which areas
to avoid and which routes to take if they need to evacuate.

To disseminate other crucial information, local government
units (LGUs)can also enlist younger community members to cre-
ate flyers and graphic materials that offer tips on best practices
during disasters. LGUs should keep communication lines open
as well, with hotlines and emergency numbers that can link res-
idents to police, hospitals, and local disaster and rescue groups.

The Marcos Jr. administration should also restore its bud-
get cut to the Department of Science and Technology (DOST),
whose proposed P44.17-billion allocation for 2023 was slashed
by P20.11 billion. The Philippine Atmospheric, Geophysical
and Astronomical Services Administration weather bureau,
which is under DOST, can certainly use more funds to up-I its fO'&05"n& tools iot more accurate reports,

~
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Another lesson from Paeng .s how investing in pe ent
shelters for evacuees is crucial to minimize casualties. Setting
up facilities with enough privacy, working toilets and kitchens,
as well as space to store relief goods, tents, rescue boats, and
other disaster-related materials, can go a long way to encour-
age people to evacuate early. As would roving community pa-
trols to guard against looting and other crimes of oPPO ity,

A third lesson in saving lives is to enforce building stan-
dards even among homes to pre vent strong waves from top-
pling concrete walls and other structures-including river
barriers-that lack reinforcement, Appropriate land use is
just as crucial, as flood plains and coastal areas have often
been converted into homestead -with disastrous results.

Probably the most important lesson is t ae need for
constant, consistent, and vigilant environment protection,
given that the Philippines has been identified as one of the
most vulnerable countries to c limate change and other nat-
ural hazards, given its geograpllc location.

Ahe President himself noted during his aerial sur-
vey of areas devastated by Pa e 19 how balding mountains
have made landslides inevitable after torrentia ·ains. Tree
plan9ng and reforestation are an urgent priority, he said.

.."rndeed, unchecked logging and mining activities are the
main culprit behind the mass graves in the aftermath of Paeng.
Can the Department of Environment and Natural Resources
(DENR)identify and sanction the logging companies involved,
and monitor their compliance vvith the law? Can the agency
also pressure LGUs into dredging silted rivers and come up
with innovative ways to discourage ~those living in coastal areas
fromrhrowing their trash into waterways and doggmg th m?

vfnstead of funneling limited resources to such useless
beautification projects like the dolomite beach on Manila
Bay, the DENR should start an Intensive tree-planting proj-
ect in denuded areas, and work with LGUs to ensure 'hat
reforested areas thrive and mul nply.

Let's not wait for another ;? aeng to set our priorities
right. We've been on this road before, with too many li 'es
lost and too few lessons learned.

J
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World falling short on fu din
for climate adaptation - U]~re ort

LONDON -- The world is faIling
far short at rounding up money to
help struggling nations adapt to
the increasingly dangerous impacts
of climate change, according to a
report released Thursday.

As well as finding the money and
political will to slash emissions and
contain global warming, hundreds
of billions of dollars are needed
to protect countries from changes
that have happened much faster
than scientists ad anticipated.

Current international finance
.flowing to developing countries
is between 5 and 10 times below
what is needed, the United Nations
Environment Program report said.

In 2020, money from donor na-
-tions set aside for helping poorer

countries adapt to climate change
was just $29 billion - far below
the $340 billion per year that could
be needed by 2030.

"It's time for a global climate
adaptation overhaul," said United
Nations secretary-general Antonio
Guterres in a media statement,
noting he had asked green climate
funds to work with public and pri-
vate financiers to pilot a new accel-
erator for adaptation investment.

The accelerator will help finan-
ciers work with developing coun-
tries to invest in their adaptation
priorities and specific projects.

Adaptation funds are often put
into programs like improving food
security by planting crops that are
resilient to heat and drought, or in

infrastructure, such as sea walls to
help keep rising waters at bay.

At the UN climate summit in
Glasgow last year, developed coun-
tries agreed to double supPQrt fOJ:
adaptation financing to $40 billiori
per year by 2025.

At COP27 in Sharm EI Sheikh,
Egypt, beginning Nov. 6, countries
"must present a credible road map
with clear milestones on how this
will be delivered - preferably as
grants, not loans," said Guterres.

Africa, in particular, has struggle
to respond to worsening weather
extremes. Current annual adaptation
spending on the continent is $11.4
billion - or about 40 percent of all
climatefinance,according to a report
by the Global Center on Adaptation,

an international solutions broke
hosted in the Netherlands. Meetinj
countries' emissions pI ges wouh
require an additional $41 billion
year.

''Adaptation finance is scalinj
too slowly to close the invest
ment gap in h.frica," said Patricl
Verkooijen, CEO of GCA. One
of the keyprograms to combat thir
shortfall is the Africa Adaptation
Acceleration Program which seek!
to raise $25 billion for countries in
the next three years.

It's "the best vehicle we have to
ensure the adaptation investment
shortfall i Africa is met with
action from all available sources
including the private ector," said
Verkooijen. -- Reuters
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Climate action bolst
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A SUBSIDIARY of San
Miguel Corporation re-
cently bolstered its cli-
mate action initiatives.

SMC Global Power
Holdings Corp. (SMCGP)
disclosed the successful
planting and growing of
over five million new trees
and mangroves from 2019
to date, under its multi-
year, nationwide foresta-
tion and carbon capture
program.

The company said it is
also expanding the scope
of the project to reforest
areas around its new Bat-
tery Energy Storage Sys-
tem (BESS)facilities-the
first and largest such net-
work in the Philippines and
Southeast Asia.

SMC President and
Chief Executive Officer
Ramon S. Ang said that as
of October 2022, SMCGP's
"Project 747" initiative has
yielded a total of 5,010,116
upland and mangrove
trees, across some 1,500
hectares of land.

The project's goal is to

plant seven million trees on
some4,000 hectaresof land,
in at least seven provinces.

Thus far, SMCGP has
planted in eight: Albay,
Bataan, Bulacan, .Davao
Occidental, Negros Occi-
dental, Pangasinan, Que-
zon province, and Zam-
bales.

Thelist ishoweverbeing
expanded to cover areas
where SMCGP's battery
storage facilities are in-
stalled or are being put up.
These include Albay, 80-
hol, Cagayan,Cebu, Davao
del Norte, Davao de Oro,
Isabela, Laguna, Leyte,
MisamisOriental, Pampan-
ga, Pangasinan, and Tar-
Iac.

SMCGP is building a
total of 31 BESSfacilities
with a total capacityof 1,000
MW.

The battery facilities,
which will minimizepower
wastage and redirect oth-
erwise unused capacity to
remote areas, are regarded
as the best and most sus-
tainable technical solution
tothecountry's power qual-
ity and reliability issues.

They are seen to balance
and improve access to
power nationwide.

Moreimportantly, itwill
make viable use of inter-
mittent renewable sources
such as solar and wind by
efficientlystoring the ener-
gy for electricity'when the
sun is not shirring or the
wind is not blowing.

"Reforestation is one of
the major sustainability
priorities of the entire San

Miguel Group. While we
have had many similar ef-
forts initiated by our vari-
ous subsidianes in the
past, SMCGP has taken it
to another level, planting a
record 5 million trees in just
under three years,with con-
sistently high survival
rates" Ang said.

He credited SMCGP's
partner communities and
people's organizations, lo-
cal government units, and
employee volunteers, with
the success of the initiative
so far.

He said that to ensure
high survival rates for its
trees-<:urrently at around
90% for both upland and
coastal projects-SMGP
partners with local com-
munities to identify and
plant needed indigenous
tree species.

Community members
are also engaged to take
care of, and ensure the
healthy growth of forests,
under the program's liveli-
hood component.

"With our continued
partnership with commu-
nities and local stakehold-
ers, we are confident that
not only will we reach our
targets, but the trees we are
planting today will grow to
full maturity and benefit
their surrounding environ-
ment for generations to
come," Ang said.

He added that foresting
the areas around its new
BESSfacilities also makes
sense because the facilities
themselvesare a major step
to strengthening the entx;y

iewableenergy capac-
ities n the future.

, be major challengeof
ren wable power every-
where in the world is inter-
mittence. With renewables,
the ability to generate pow-
er iI always limited. You
cannet generate solar .-
er t nighttime, or when
wea ther conditions block
sunlight. You cannot pro-
duce wind power when
there's no wind. When
there's a drought, y u also
.can" produce hydropow-
er. Ba-terystorage is key to
mitigat:i?gall these issues,"
An§ rata.

"That is why we ve
prio itized putting up the
country's first battery fa-
cilitiesand .first and largest
batt rv network to date. It
is ke ':0 enabling the of
more renewable capacities
in grid, and a critical
part 'our P transi-
tion, d expansion to clean-
er renewable power,"
he added.

AI~:remphasized that
SMC",1"s transition a ay
from coal power towards
cleaner Liquefied Na al
Gas LNG) power and re-
newa b.e energy, is being
eurs led responsibly
'win out compromisin
our dI {eloping econom s
gro ing need. for reli Ie
and affordable power, and
while alsocontinuing effort
to brirg basic electrifica-
tion t,: the entire country "

Fo r comments, p ea
call 01' text 09569012811t
e 111 a i I
lastm ~iican2004@yahoo.
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Resetting SE Asia's ciimate-agend

Singapore-High inflation, rising inter-
est rates, falling currencies, and volatile
oil prices, on top of an economic slow-
down and post-pandemic budget woes,

may increase pressure on the Asean+g+-the
10 members of the Association of Southeast
Asian Nations, together with China, Japan,
and South Korea-to scale back efforts to
mitigate climate risk. While this policy shift
may make fiscal sense, it is a mistake that
could have grave repercussions for the re-
gion and, ultimately, lead to slower economic
growth and greater financial instability.

If not addressed, the risks climate change
poses to Asean-g : countries could have
far-reaching implications for the region's ag-
ricultural production, water availability, en-
ergy security, transport and infrastructure,

. tourism industries, and coastal resources.
Over the past two years, flooding, cyclones,
droughts, rising sea levels, and landslides
have become increasingly frequent, mak-
ing Myanmar, the Philippines, Vietnam, and
Thailand among the world's 10 most cli-
mate-vulnerable countries. These countries
suffered some of the highest fatalities and
biggest economic losses from weather-relat-
ed disasters between 1999 and 2018.

However, the transition to a low-carbon
economy carries risks of its own. For starters,
industries heavily reliant on fossil fuels are
facing greater regulatory burdens. A large por-
tion of the region's oil, gas, and coal reserves
may end up being left in the ground and dis-
counted or entirely written off. Shifts in en-
ergy policy are also likely to increase banks'
credit risks. If Indonesia, the Philippines, and
Vietnam meet their commitments under the
2015 Paris agreement, for example, coal-fired
power plants valued at $60 billion will become
stranded assets in 15 years, rather than 40.

The green transition would most like-
ly also affect the profitability of coal mines
elsewhere in the region, such as in Indone-

WORLD VIEW
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prices are rising steadily. VV' ile t!.ere have
been calls for a regio wide carbon tax, this
idea seems unlikely iQ.the short term, given
differences in lax regimes. No etheless, a car-
bon tax will likely remain a key "ocus of discus-
sions among the Asean-j in the next few years.

Promoting sustainable fi ance Nill also
be essential to a successful tr. islt n, as the
financial sector could rive an economy-wide
shift. In the {:ast few years mar y central
banks and financial supervise sin sia have
imJ?I.~.!p~~~ed,.)r have begun to implement
such measures despite ongoing capacity ana
resource constraint's.

In the short term, there is Significant scope
for Asean+g central banks and financial regula-
tors to incentiv .ze the transition to a low-car-
bon economy, by directing firms and enders to
reduce carbon usage and focus on renewable
energy and green technologies. uch measures
would encoura ~e a similar s .ft across the
economy, lead lng com anies to price climate
risks into their products and services.

By promotir g low-carbon policies d en-
couraging greer. finance, policymakers could
spur new renewable energy sectors and stimu-
late economic growth, Moreover reducing reli-
ance on dollar-denominated fos il fuels would
enable Asean-j countries to shift government
revenues from :naintaining large foreign-ex-
change reserves .oward domestic policies.

To minimize the damaging effects of cli-
mate change o a their population and econo-
mies, Asean-j policymakers must implement
risk mitigation policies that help prevent re-
gional spillovers, and encourage the emergence
of new industries and technologies. Doing so
would also boo it energy security. Shutting
down the sun and the wind is much harder
than blowing up n gas pipeline. Pt-ojec:ts

Aziz Durrani is CI capacity developrr- .,t ex-
pert at the Sin9i1pore-based Asean+3 Mac-
roeconomic Research Office .
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Project Noah
WHILE many of us are safe

and sound after Tropical
Storm "Paeng," we are disturbed
and upset that despite a National
Risk Reduction Management
Council, a weather bureau (Paga-
sa) that has supposedly upgraded
its instruments for more accurate
forecasting and local government
agencies mandated for evacua-
tion, there were still too many
deaths, too many missing and
wholesale destruction in certain
hazardous areas that had no warn-
ing of what could befall them.

y, ,weliveinacountryproneto
natural calamity - earthquakes,
floods, landslides, volcanic erup-
tions, storm surges. We have been
livi g with them a d dying from
them for centuries. Along the way,
should we not have learned some
lessons to mitigate the effects of
these natural disasters?

Climate change is one of the
culprits but so is deforestation,
silted rivers and living in hazar -
ous areas. Include here the detri-
tus that modern life has inflicted
on t e environment which has
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of young scientists to gather
hazard-specific, area-focused and
time-bound warnings of dangers
about to happen so as to alert the
people in harm's way to take the
necessary defensive steps, wheth-
er evacuation, reinforcement of
dwellings, medical alert, putting
concerned government agencies
at the ready and whatever else
was deemed necessary to forestall
death and destruction.

While Project Noah went
to work and through field
research, scientific use of in-
struments (putting real-rime
sensors in crucial areas, mobile
phone apps for communication,
a website with specific locations
for public view of hazards), mu-
nicipal risk assessments for the
entire country, it only reached
60 percent of its flood maps and
other hazard assessments be-
cause the program was defund-
ed in 2017. Apparently whoever
funded it (legislature?), gave it
funds with the idea that by 2015
the work .would be completed
and everyone would have the

penny-wise and pound-fa
necessary knowledge and tools
:0 meet natural calamities.
T'tis was over-op imistic in a
country prone to natural di-
sasters of which we are on tOp

) C the list, so an extension was
requested but in 2017, it was
denied and Project No h was
defunded. Not only \\ s this
decision a mistaken att pt to
save money, it was also prone-
(Ius because work on n atural
( isasters in a country like ours
can never end. Lessons Iways
t nfold and have to be re orded
for the future to know. T ere is
always something new to learn
so as not to repeat mi takes.
Clearly the defunding 0 Proj-
ect Noah was a mistake. It not
or Iy left the work incornp lete, it
disbanded an expert staff of sci-
entists that went off in v rious
directions. One wonder how
t i e Balik Scient.s pro rams
that the gover ment kee !Lall:-.
nouncing can attract the eded
s .ientists if this' s what h pens
wren-scientists commit work.nAS
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bit it back with climate change.
Yet there could have been a

better response, one of which
would have been Project Noah,
a government initiative in 2012
after Typhoon "Sendong" devas-
tated parts of Mindanao causing
1,200 deaths and 180 missing.
Project Noah was a Depart-
ment of Science and Technol-
ogy program that was geared
to help government, particu-
larly local governments, warn
communities of danger up to
six hours in advance through
a nationwide assessment of
hazards that would be given to
the public through them. Dr.
Mahar Lagmay of the University
of the Philippines, an expert in
disaster mitigation, was Project

oah's executive director who
assembled a competent staff

Project Noah penny-
wise and pound-foolish

The University of the Philip-
pines came to save Project Noah
, adopting it. It continues with

Dr. Lagmay at the Resilience
Institute. But with modest re-
sources and government inatten-
tbn, the pace of work and the
qiality of research will be too
m)pest for the needs at hand.
Vefore Project Noah left, it trans-

fered its technology to Pagasa,
Phvolcs and Namria as well as the
Milesand Geosciences Bureau for
thee agencies to continue using.
Buobviously, focus has scattered
an none of these agencies were
are to critically and successfully

help in mitigating Paeng's fury.
Time to regroup, to live and

to learn, to be humble and
to stop being penny-wise and
pound-foolish. There is much
consciousness-raising to be
done, particularly with local
government units towards pre-
vention of death and destruction
over relief and rehabilitation.

Meanwhile, the extent of
deaths, missing persons and de-
struction is heart-rending. Relief
and rehabilitation will help but
the damage is done and for some
the loss they bear will change
their lives forever for worse.
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SMC completes planting of 5M trees
San Miguel Corp. (SMC) said its
subsidiary SMC Global Power
Holdings Corp. (SMCGP) planted
over 5 million new trees and man-
groves from 2019 to date, under its
multi-year, nationwide forestation
and carbon capture program.

The conglomerate said it is also

expandingthe scope of the project to
reforest areas around its new battery
energystoragesystem(BESS)facilities.

Ramon Ang, SMC president
and chief executive officer, said
as of October, SMCGP's Project
747 initiative has yielded 5,010,116
upland and mangrove trees across

DATE

1,500 hectares of lnnd.
The project'sgoal isto plant seven

million trees on sorne4,000hectares
of land in at least s even provinces.
So far,SMCGP has planted in Albay,
Bataan, Bulacan,Da vaoOccidental,
Negros Occidental, Pangasinan,
Quezon province and Zambales.



SMC Global Power plants over SM trees, ta I!:ets
battery storage project sites for forestati I

BOLSTERING its climate action initiatives, San
Miguel Corporation (SMC) power subsidiary SMC
Global Power Holdings Corp. (SMCGP) reported
the successful planting and growing of over five
million new trees and mangroves from 2019 to date,
under its multi-year, nationwide forestation and
carbon capture program. The company said it is also
expanding the scope of the project to reforest areas ...:
around its new Battery Energy Storage System (BESS)
facilities-the first and largest sucli network m the Philippines and Sou tieast
Asia.

SMC President and Chief Executive Officer Ramon S. Ang said that a> of
October 2022, SMCGP's "Project 747" initiative has yielded a total of 5,0 0,116
upland and mangrove trees, across some 1,500 hectares of land.

The project's goal is to plant seven rnillion trees on some 4,000hectares of land,
in at least seven provinces. Thus far, SMCGPhas planted in eight: Albay, B tuan,
Bulacan, Davao Occidental, Negros Occidental, Pangasinan, Quezon prm . tee,
and Zambales.

The list is however being expanded to cover areas where SMCGP's battery
storage facilities are installed or are being put up. These include Albay, Bonol,
Cagayan, Cebu, Davao del Norte, Davao de Oro, Isabela, Laguna, Leyte, Misa.nis
Oriental, Pampanga, Pangasinan, and Tarlac. SMCGPis building a total of 31 BESS
facilities with a total capacity of 1,000 MW.

The battery facilities,whien will minimize power wastage and redirect otherwise
unused capacity to remote areas, are regarded as the best and most sustainable
technical solution to the country's power quality and reliability issues. They are seen
to balance and improve access to power nationwide.

More importantly, it will make viable use of intennittent renewable sources 'jl.ch
as solar and wind by efficientlystoring the energy for electricitywhen the sun is Hot
shining or the wind is not blowing.

"Reforestationis one of the major sustainabilitypriorities of the entire San ~~lel
Group. While we have had many similar efforts initiated by our various subsidiar .es
in the past, SMCGPhas taken it to another level, planting a record 5 million tr s in
just under three years, with consistently high survival rates" Ang said.

He credited SMCGP's partner communities and people's organizations, 1)('al
government units, and employee volunteers, with the success of the initiative' ;0
far.

He said that to ensure high survival rates for its trees--currently at around 90%
for both upland and coastal projects-SMGP partners with local communities to
identify and plant needed indigenous tree species.

Community members are also enga,ged to take care of, and ensure the heal thy
growth of forests, under the program s livelihood component.

"With our continued partnership with communities and local stakeholders, we
are confident that not only will we reach our targets, but the trees we are planting
today will grow to full maturity and benefit their surrounding environment [(,r
generations to come," Ang said.

He added that foresting the areas around its new BESSfa'cilitiesalso malas
sense because the facilities themselves are a major step to strengthening the enlry
of renewable energy capacities in the future.

"The major challenge of renewable power everywhere in the world is intermit-
tence. With renewables, the ability to generate power is always limited. You canner
generate solar power at nighttime, or when weather conditions block sunlight. You
cannot produce wind power when there's no wind. When there's a drought, yOIl
also can't produce hydropower. Battery storage is key to .mitigating all these
issues," Ang said.

"That is why we have prioritized putting up the country's first battery facilitiell
and first and largest battery network to date. It is key to enabling the use of more
renewable capacities in the grid, and a critical part of our phased transition ar.e
expansion to cleaner and renewable power," he added.

Ang emphasized that SMCGP's transition away from coal power towards
cleaner Liquefied Natural Gas (LNG) power and renewable energy, is being
pursued resp?nsibly, "without compronusing our developin~ economy's growing
need for reliable and affordable power, and while also continuing effort to brirlg
basic electrification to the entire country."~--------------------~~----~--~--~----~----~--~~~
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Envirotech founder Winchester Lemen explained that several companies took
the opportunity to strike a partnership following the Extended Producers
Responsibility Act lapsed into law last July 2022

BYTI:lIl~A CELINEPIATOS EXCLUSIVE Winchester Lemen explained that
several companies took the opportunity
to strike a partnership following the

Extended Producers Responsibility Act lapsed
into law last July 2022.

Republic Act -11898 requires large-scale
companies to establish the EPR program for
plastic waste reduction.

Bnvirotech Waste Recycling Inc.
has partnered with different multinational
companies to improvethe management ofplastic
waste.

In an interview during Daily Tribune's
Gisi1~!'Na! segment, Envirotech founder

--~-
"That is like the actual tooth of the

government in making sure that producers of
fast-moving consumer goods or the packaging
we use every day will not go to landfills,"
Lemen said.

E;\i,ablished in 2010, the Davao-based firm
offers different kinds of plastic-made products
such as chairs, tables, food canisters, plant
pots a nd food canisters.

" Recycling p~ dividends :- - ~
LEenen said Envirotech could recycle

thous ands of plastic wastes every month. -~

"Recycling2,100 sando bags will produce one
plastic desk that can be donated to a public
school," Lemen said.

He added that 10,000 candy wrappers or
300 pieces of 500 ml pet bottles can make one
recycled chair.
The plastic garbage is collected, shredded,

cleaned, melted, and molded After that, these are
assembled, sanded, and painted.
According to its website, EwRI "has been

geared towards active involvement in the pursuit
to regain the world'aecologicaljntelligence and
balance."
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tnls year
At the Manila South Cemetery, 42

truckloads were collected, equivalent to
88 metric tons of garbage, according to
the Manila Public Information Office.

From 28 October to 2 November, up
to 36 truckloads or 108 metric tons of
garbage were collected at the Manila
North Cemetery, it added.

The city government said, one of the
reasons for the increase in garbage is
the recent typhoon "Paeng," which felled
many trees over the weekend.

BY MICHAEL PINGOL
@tri1Junephljciel

Manila's Department of Public Service
hauled a total of 196metric tons of garbage
equivalent to 78 truckloads in the city's
two major public cemeteries Thursday,
almost double that of the amount during
the celebration of Undas in 2019.

The haul is more than 18 truckloads
or equivalent to 71metric tons than the
2019figures befofre the Covid-19pandemic
struck.
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Exeter, Alternergy
team up for lfugao
hydropower project

EXETER Portofino Holdings,
the holding company of civil
society leader Sara, Soliven- .

de Guzman, has partnered with'
Alternergy Holdings Corp. for its
run-of-river hydropower project
in Ifugao.

The Lamut-Asipulo hydropower
project will harness the flow of
water from the Cawayan River to
convert to clean and environment-
friendly renewable power. The proj-
ect site is within the Ancestral Do-
mains of the Kalanguya, Ayangan
and Tuwali Indigenous Cultural
Communities.

A Memorandum of Agreement
(MOA)with the indigenous peoples
have been signed and the National
Commission on Indigenous Peoples
(NCIP) En Banc has issued the Cer-
tification Precondition.

With the entry of Exeter as co-
partner, the Lamut-Asipulo hydro-
power project is in an advanced
stage of development and is ex-
pected to issue Notice to Proceed
to early construction works in the
coming months.

The Lamut-Asipulo hydropower
project forms part of Alternergy's
goal of building 1,370 MW of re-
newable energy capacity in the next
five years.

"Exeter andAlternergy share the
same commitment to sustainabil-

ity and improvement of the local
communities and cultural heritage.
The Lamut-Asipulo Hydro Power
Project is also an opportunity for us
continue and expand 'the work 0 1;:-

family has started in Ifugao,' sa:!d
de Guzman, chairperson of Exeter.

Her family through Dr. Pre-
ciosaSoliven, who was UNESCC
Secretary-General of the Philip-
pine National Commission, ac-
tively promoted the preservation
of Ifugao Heritage Sites under the
UNESCO Program and supported
educational improvement among
children in Ifugao through the.r
Operation Brotherhood Cornmu-
nity Foundation.

"Our family has 'deep ties in
Ifugao and we look forward to
strengthening this together wit.n
Alternergy in harnessing renew-
able energy and helping uplift th e
lives of the Ifugaos,' she added.

"We are happy to bring in E -
eter as we create transforrnativ e
partnerships in promoting clean
energy and impacting the live)
of the people. While the devel-
opment of hydropower project.s
could be long-gestation, the ben-
efits of clean and renewable power
are long-term and significant,"
Eduardo Martinez Miranda, pres ..
ident of Larnut-Asipulo Mini Hy..
dro Corp. said. Lenie Lectura
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BALITANG ABROAD
Total lunar eclipse masasaksihansa Nov 8
MASASAKSIHAN ang total lu-
nar eclipse sa Pilipinas sa Martes,
Nobyernbre 8 Jumg saan ay.rna~PIk·
pan ng anino ng rnundo ang liwanag
ngbuwan.

Ayon sa Philippine Atmospheric,
Geophysical and Astronomical Services
Administration (Pagasa), rnagsisirnula
ang eclipse ng alas-5:19 ng hapon, at
alas-6:59 ng gabi naman maoobserba-
han ang 'greatest eclipse' 0 peak stage
ng astronomical phenomenon.

Dagdag ng Pagasa, makikita pa
ang kabuuan ng buwan hanggang

alas-7:42 ng gabi, makikita ang par
tial eclipse nito hanggang alas-8:4
ng gabi bago tuluyang matakpan
.anino ng mundo ang liwanag ng bu
wan pagsapit ng ~s-9:58 ng gabi.

Samantala, kumpara sa sol
edipse,.ligtas na panoorin ang to
tal lunar eclipse at hindi na kaHa
ngang gumamit ang mga observer n
anumang uri ng protective filters par
sa mata. Masasaksihan din ang lun
eclipse sa. Australia, bahaging north,
ern at eastern Europe, North Ameri
at South Africa.


