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Bill includes

partof Benham

Rise in list of protected areas

SENIOR lawmaker is asking

Congress to declare a large

part of the Philippine Rise,
a vast undersea region eaat of Lu-
zon, as a protected area [PA) so it
could be managed and explored for
its marine resources.

In House Bill 5687, Cagayan
de Oro City Rep. Rufus Rodriguez
proposed that the area known as
Benham Bank and its neighboring
waters, be designated as a PA to be
known as Philippine Rise Marine Re-
source Reserve under the Expanded
National ]nbégr_atl:dpru'tactadﬂreaﬁ
Systemn Law.

- The bill indicates the geographic
coordinates of Benham Bank which
hwmposed of 352,390 hectares. The
Philippine Riseishelieved tobemore

.t:han 24 milliom hectares.

" Rodriguez said most of Philip-
pine Rise, including Benham Banlk,
is within the country's 200-mile ex-
clusive econcmic sone.

- Hesaid while the undersearegion
153,000 to 3,500t meters beneath the
acean’s surface, Benham Bank, the
tallest seamount, is lying just 48-70
meters below the sea,

- An all-Filipino group of research

scientizts discovered the proposed
protected marine resourcereserve in
2014, along with its diverse habitats
and fish communities, he said,

_ He added that Filipinos actually
dofishing activities in thearea, “but
the state of its habitats and biodi-
versity must be clogely monitored

to ensure the sustainability of the |

resources therein.”

“Monitoringand maintaining the
high biodiversity and near pristine
habitats in the Philippine Rise Ma-
rine Resource Reservewill contribute
tosustainable fisheries productivity
and ecosystem services {or present

qdfutme generationsof Filipinos,”
igues stressed.

" He noted that at present, the Phil-
1mee CuastGuard{PCG},Ph:lip'[nne

Matiomal FDIIC.E Maritime Grﬂup,

Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic
Resources (BEAR), and the Armed
Fu:n;e:sl of the Phﬂtppln&& I[A.F%] are
pa.tu:nl]:ng the area, protecting Pili-

pino fishermen and enforcing fish-
eries laws.

He said aside from designating
Benham Bankasaprotectedarea, his
hill would p‘rﬂ‘[-"i.dE additional funds
for these agencies.

“Most importantly, pasnmg the
bill is an exercise of Philippine sov-
erelgnty over our waters and the re-
sources therein,” he said.

" Under the measure, a Philippine
RlseMarmeanur::Pmtf::mdﬁma

Management Boardwould becreated

as the policy-making body for the
management of Benham Banlk.
The board iz to be composed of

the secretary of the Department of

Environmentand Matural Hesources
(DENR); thechairpersonsof theSen-
ate Committee on Environment, Mat-
ural Resources and Climate Change
and the House Committee on Natural
Rfsgurces and representatives from
BEAR, National Economic and De-
velopment Authority, Department
of Scmm:c, and Tcdmnlngjr, Depaﬂ-
sment of Hmma}ﬂﬂfﬁ‘:seﬂfhce of
Civil Defense, ENP Maritime Group,
National Security Coundil, National
Coast Watch Coundil Secretariat,
Department of Foreign Attairs Mari-
time and Ocean Affairs Office, AFP,
and PCG. -

Four representatives from non-
government organizations accred-
ited by the DENR, four from aca-
demic institutions and one from the
private fishing sector would alsosit
in the board.

The bill enumerates prohibited
activities in the proposed protected
area, includingpoaching, dumping of
tonic waste, useof destructive gears,
am:l hindering law enforcement.

Proposed penalties for violators
include fines of up to P5 million and
imprisonment af up to 8ix years.

Jovee MarieN. Dela Crue
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By Jeannetie | Andrade
@jiandradeING

Caga_yan de Oro lawmaker Ru-
fus Rodriguez has proposed a
measure thal would declare as
a protected area a large part of
Philippine Rise.

Rodriguez szid on Thurs-
day that he filed House Bill No.
5687, which would make the
152,300-hectare Benham Bank
and its neighboring waters a
protected area to be known as
the' Philippine Rise Marine Re-
source Reserve,

i

The lawmaker pointed oul
that Philippine Rise, an Wndersea

region east of Luzon believed Lo

he over z4 million hectares, is
within the country’s 322-kilome-
ter exclusive economic zone. He
noted that while the undersea
region is 3.000 to 3500 MERETs
henearh the ocean’s surface, Ben-
ham Bank lies just 48 to 70 me-
ters below the sea.

An all-Filipino group of re-
search scientists discovered
the proposed protecred marine
resoirce reserve in 2014, along
with its diverse habitats and

fish communicies, he sdid,
According to Rodriguez, Fil
ipinos actually do fishing activ-
itics in the area, “but the state
of its habitats and biodiversity
must be closely monitored to
ensire the sustainability of the
resources thereln”
“Mopitoring and  main-
taining the high biodiversity
and near pristine habitats in
the Philippine Rise Marine He-
source Reserve will contribute
to sustainable fisheries produc-
tvity and ecosystem services

for present and Future genera-

ot
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i{ons of Filipines," he stressed.

Apart from designating Ben-
ham Bank as a protected area, HBE
ey provides additonal unding
ior security forces.

“Mest impertantly, passing
tk:e bill is an exercise of Philip-
pine soversignky over cur wa-
fers and the tegources therein,”
ladripuez pointed out.

HE gfify would also man-
date the creation of a peli-
v-making body, the Philippine
ltise Marine Resource Protected
Area Management Board, and

nichudes penal provisions. ma
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Benham Rise, a prot ea.
Themmhqm : “f”.,“ i

waters will be known as Philippine Rise

panded National Wmm&
Areas System Act.

- has filed Hnuaa :

biﬂ declaring PH Rise 4s:

House Deputy Speaker C de Oro
City Rep. Rufus Rodrigues said in a state-
mnent that the Philippine Fise could be man-
aged and. explured:ﬁuuts marine resources
Bj:u:e the bill is passed into law.

“Monitoring and maintaining the high
biodiversity and near pristine habitats
in the Wne Rise Marine Resource

tribute to sustainable

I fisherie.-s product vityanﬂems;rstem ser-

qmsmauﬁﬂ:fm gmmdmmi‘

,ctedrarea

 HB5687 indicated tl'mgearmphn coor-
dinates of Bz tham Bankwhich i= compased
of 352,390 hictares. The Philippine Rise is
mﬁm be more than 24 million hectares,
The lawitaker said most of the Philip-
M inc uding Benham Bank, is within
s 200-mile exclusive economic

EDDE He adih:d that Filipinos conduct fish-
ingactivities:| o the area, “but the state of its
habitats and biodims]ty' must be closely

~ monitored 1¢ ensure the sustainahility of
the resource:: therein
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Congress urged to declare
Benham Rise a ‘protected area’

By RYAN PONCE
PACPACO

CAGAYAN de Oro Cily
Representative Rufos Ro-
driguez has asked Com-
gress to declare a large
rt of the Thilippine Hise
reviously known an the
enham Eise), a vast un-
dersea region east of Lu-
zon, a3 a "protected area™
s0 it could be manzged
and explored for its ma-
rine resources.
In House Bill (HB) No,
5h87, Rodripuer proposed

thraat fhe s known as Ben

ham Lank and its neighlbo:-
b wealers Tne desagroated o
# protected area to he
kreswen as the ”l’h'i]i'[:l;ﬂﬂi'
Rize Manne Resource Ke-
serve” uhder the Expand-
od Mational Integrated Pro
fectoed Armeas Systern Law.
The hill indicates the
ﬁ‘-_ craphic coordinates of
enham Bank, which is
commpaome] of 352 390 hect-
ares. The Philippine Rise is
belisved fo bee more than 24
million hectares.
b Fhlippin Rire, mctud.
the Phalippi ie, inched-
ing P-mhaﬂmk, is within

e counley's 2H-mile ex-

clugivie ecpnomic zone
{ELEL).

He zaid whibe e under-
sirA Foghon is 3000 o 3500
meters Deneathy the ovean’s
aurface, Benham Rank, the
tallest seamount, is lying
just 45-7D meters relow the
23

An ail-Filipino group of
research scientists discov-
ered the proposed protect-
ed marine resource reserve
in 2014, along with its di
verse habitats and fish com-
murnities, he said.

Henoted that at 1,
thee Phiilipgsfue Cmpm
{TCG), Philippine Nation

al Polica Maribimic Growg:
(PN, Bureans of Fish
eries and Aguatic Hesoure
s [BEAR), and the Armed
Forces o the Philippines
{AFP) a1e patrofling the
area, protecting Tilipino
fisherme1 and enforcing
fisherios laws.

He said aside from des-
ignating Tenham Bank as a
protacted area, the bill
would movide additional
funds for these agencies.

“Most  impartantly,
pasatnﬁ-llim bill is an exer-
cise of PHi ippine sovereipn-
ty over mur waters and
resources therein,” b said
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DENR leads drive to check
settlers in Calabarzon PAs

By JomarHaw L. Maruaa
W @jonlmayuga

TI—IE Department of Bnviron-
; ment and Matural Resoure
es (DENE) in Calabarzon
launched on Wednesday 2 crackdown
against illegal occupants structures
within Protected Areas (PA) and for-
estlands in the region.

DENR Calabarzon Regional Ex-
ecutive Director Nilo Tamorialed key
regionalofficialsand representatives
from l]'.l.i,! DEPHIL[ntIIlUijlt II!.I.tIi.'uI.'
and Local Government, Philippine
Mational Police, Departmentof Public
Works and Highways, National Intel-
ligence Coordinating Agency, Army,
Mational Bursau of Investigation,and
local government units in issuing
“show cause” orders against illegal
occupants of structures in Marikina,
Rizal, Laguna, and Quezon or the go-
called Marilaque Highway.

Tamoria said as early as October
27, these same agencies collaboratad
to execute the massive operation,
which aims to address numerous

complaints againstillegal occupants
and structures built in supposedly
“no-build” zones or buildings with
out the necessary permits from con-
cerned government agencies.

“This is to ensure the protection
and conservation of our Protected
Areas which serves as our natural
defense against climate change,”
said Tamoria.

OnSaturday, October 29, tropical
storm " Paeng” devastated Luzonand
parts of Mindanac, causing massive
ﬂuucling and larudslicle that resulted
in the tragic loss of lives.

President Ferdinand R. Marcos
Jr. blamed the disaster on massive
tree-cutting activities.

According te Tamoria, the illegal
construction of buildings and other
structures is one of the major causes
of forest degradation, particularly

in PAg,

Section 24 of Department Ad-
ministrative Order 2015-05 states
that the Frotected Arvea Manage-
ment Board or PAME shall conduct
aninventoryoffacilities withina PA.
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Most mlmng, Ioggmg
concessions seen
potentially mfringmg
on ancestral domain

ABOUT half of all approved large-scale mining con-
tracts and 87% of loaging projects are within m!".it... |
in close proximity to registered ancestral domains,
according to a study by the Legal Rugmmﬂ@m
Resources Centar (LRC). 3
mmmhmmmmmem
Peoples Address that 49% of the land cetifiedas

ancestral domains are near environmenlally destructive
projects.
Efenita May HTaquebmmmmrectﬂfquHC. |
announced the findings in astatement, f
According to the Indigenous Peoples” Rights Act,
ancestral domain is defined as band traditionally oc-
cupied, possessed and used by individuals and families
belonging to Indigenous Cultural Communities and
Indigenous Peophes (1Ps),
Asof July, about 44957681 hectares of land covered |
by appeoved mineral producticn sharing agreements
out of & total of 9647408 hectares are in conflict with
registerad ancestral comains, the report sakd,
hbaut 87% or 535,085 heckares out of atotal of
732,203 hectaras of forest tenements operated as timber
plantations are situted near registerad ancestral domeains.
Agcarding to the report, at least 1.2 million hoctares
or 2% of &l land covered by
Certificate of Ancestral Dornaln
Titles & inactual o potential
“Protecting ancestral
domains.., is urgently neaded.
if we are to rise above the
climate emergency we are
already experencing now,"
M. Taqueban said, — Kyanna

Angela Bulan
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eport shows vast tracts of PHL ancestral

domam lands tied to destructive projects

By JomarHan L. Mavuaa
¥ @jonimayiga

LEGAL and policy research
institution on Wednesday
evealed that half of all Cer-
tificate of Ancestral Domain titles
(CADTs) in the Philippines are em-
broiled in environmentally destruc-
tive projects.
In its 2022 Stare of the Indig-

enous Peupl_gs Address (SIPA) Re-.

port, the Le&a] Rightaand Natural
F.Esr.ru rees Center (LRC) said the
threats werefound to coveratleast
1.25 million hectaresor equivalent
o 20 percent of the total area of
all CADTx:
“We found that half of all ap-
proved large scale mining con-
tracts and: a,,whappmg &7 percent

ofall large-scale logging projects

are w:ﬂﬂu or close to registered
ancestraldomains. Protectingan-

cestral demains and their natu-
ral defenses to extreme climate
impacts is urgently needed if
we are to rise above the climate
emergency weare already experi-
encing now,” Atty. Mai Tagueban,
executive director of LRC said in
a news release.

The report further showed that
despite their territories having an
estimated forest ecosystem value

qupr fnm:mdigenous persons (IF)
TEINALTI ar.uung the puurzal 40 pet-
cent of Filipin

- IPs hﬁﬂr&disﬂ fopnd to be facmg
significant socioeconomic gaps in
accessingeducation, publichealth,

water and glectricity, and other

public services.
"The exploitation and com-

moditization of nature is sadly

an enduring framework to man-
aging our natural resources, This

., of P1.1 trillion annually, threedn -

1

is contrary te indigenous peoplas’
conception of development. Not
only has this marginalized them,
it has a so worsened their human
rights s tuation, formany of them
naturally oppose these projects
Whatth E}Thaveheen clamori ng fent

issuppeirt for their own develop-
mentpl:ms; anchovad intheir right

to self-¢ etarmination,” Ta

a:-ud

gomEEt‘.‘hggles ofIP¢
againstextractive pr
thewater woesexperienced by the
Tuwali people during the opera-
tions of the Oceanapold copper:
gold proiect in Barangay Didipio,
Kasiba, lueva Vizcaya Frotesting
the depletion and pallution of wa-
ter and i impacts on their farm-
lands, ttey have been repeatedly
met with ahistoryofvidlence and
human rights violations.
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Stop raping our forests
and watersheds

Renaissance painting to cook
1 mE'-'ﬂl n

( ( estroying rainforest for eco-
; Dnﬂmic gain is like burning a

This famous guote from the late Amencan'

biologist and Pulitzer winner E. 0. Wilson brings
to mind the massiwdﬂnudyziﬁu and degrada-
tion of the country’s forests and watersheds
through rapid urbanization, illegal logging,
illegal mining, slash-and-burn farming, and
even poaching.

.ﬁccnrﬂmg to the European Environment
Agency (EEA) repnrt “Water-retention po-
tential of Europe’s forests," forests can soak
up excess rainwater, preventing run-offs and
damage from flooding. The report shows that
water refention potential tends to increase
along with the ExIeint of forest cover in a water
basin.

In the recent flooding, triggered by Seveﬂ:
Tropical Storm Paeng, President Marcos blamed
deforestation for the flash floods and landslides
in Haguindhnau Thus, he called on the Depart-
ment of Environment and Natural Resources
(DENR) and non-govern organizations
to help in reforestation efforts in Maguindanao
and urged residents to care for ‘the trees.

Shertly after Typhoon Ulysses struck in No-
vember 2020, the Department of Public Works
~and Highways (DPWH) conducted a study and
came up with a conclusion that the ;massive
flooding in Metro Manila and neighboring areas
was caused by rapid urbanization and increased
build-up areas in the Marikina River Basin
Lﬂ[ﬁﬂﬁér The H‘I'H‘ippiue Statistics Authority

defines build-up areas as spaces of intensive
use, with much of the land coverad by struc-
tures. It includes cities, towns, villages, sfrip
developments along highways, transportation,
power, and communication farcilities, and areas
occapied by mills, s}mglilngcl-nters industrial
and eommercial complexes, and institutions
that may, in some instances, be isolated from
urban areas.

All these studies and findings underscore
how important forests and watersheds are in
our ecosystem. Devastate it or ebuse its use and
we are in for a disaster. |

With unabated forest devastation and incu:-
sions in our watersheds, no doubt the coun-
try continues to experience massive flooding
whenever a storm strikes. Reraember the cata-

_ strophic effects of flashfloods brought about

by Tropical Storm Ondoy in September 2009,
Super-Typhoon Rolly and Ulysses in November
2020, Severe Tropical Storm Maring in October
2021, and Typhoon Odette in December 20217
With tropical storms becoring stronger and
more frequent, it's now time [or all stakehold-
ers—the government, the bus ness sector, non-
governmental organizations, ind the public— o

gel theiracls Logether in presizoving our fores s

and watersheds o mitigate flcoding and avoud
further loss of lives and propecties,

While it is necessary to keep the economy
afloat, sustainable use of resources to attain
progress is equally importan: for the future of
the next generation.

We have to act respensibly now for tomorrow
might be too late. "
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- Requirements for reforestation

t view of recent disasters due
o mmassive [orest denuodation,
we identify three requirements
for successful —reforsstation.
One, secure the area from un-
scrupulous individuals; two, en-
sure thar people in the area feel
ownership of the initiative; and
thres, plant the most appropriace
speciesin the targeted sites,

If these are not met, the
country's reforestation plan will
just suffer from- failures anew.
The povernment's planting ef-
forts have shown a disappoint-
ing Gi-percent survival rate,

Last Nov. 2, Inguirer's Je-
rome Aning reported: “President
Marcos on Monday said good
trees shotild be planted in the
denuded uplands of the two Ma-
puindanan provinees to prevent
a repeat of last week's deadly
landslides, after seeing for him:
self what environmentalists had
been warning the government
oft what would happen not only
in Mindanac, but also in other
parts of the country.” The issue is
in connection with the destruc-
tion left by tropical storm Paeng,
which left more than 100 dead,

The Movement for ‘Water
Security, composed of private
sector members who contributed
to the National Water Roadmap
direction that ‘produced seven

=

P R P I s

. GOMMENTARY

ERMESTO M. ORDOFEZ

volunes on different waler gov-
ernance aspects, identified the
three reforestation requirements.
These are recommended by ex-
perts with extensive experience,
The first is from Billie Dama-
liang, co-founder of the Masungi
Georeserve Foundation [(MGF).
Al the weekly [orom of  the

Management Association of the

Philippines-Agribusiness and
Countryside Development Foun-
dation (MAP-ABCDF), Duma-
liang explained that the biggest
reforestation obstacle was not
being able to seciire the: targeted
reforestation arca, This was be-
cause unscrupulons individuals,
inconnivance with the local gov-
ernment and other officidls, en-
gage in illegal quartyving, logging
and other activities, oflen using
violence for intimidation.,
MAP-ABCDE followed this

up with Senate agriculture and’
. environment committeée chair

Cynthia Villar. The senator pro-
widlend & van for regulal.'&ugfus;e by
the Department of Environmenl
and Namral Resources {DENE)

and the Philippine National Po-
lice. Howewver, little support was
given, thus illezal activitics con-
tiued, two rangers were killed
and several more were mauled,
_Last Sept. 26, MOGE bested
more than 2,000 entries from 150
coutiries in the United Nations
Sustainable Development Goals
Action Award, After fve vears of
perceived inadequate government
support, MGF recently comumend-
gd the Departinent of Interior
and Local Govermment and the
DENE for confiscating weapons

from illegal trespassers and acting

against 30 anned men whomn they
alleged harassed them last month

Sincesecuring the areals 4 ma-
jor issue in reforestation efforts,
the DENR and Departmment of the
Interior and Local Government
kst now act consislently against
these powerful individuals.

The second requirement is
that the people in the area must
be active reforestation  partici-
pants who will also benefit from
the project  Alberto  Malvar,
multi-awarded  developer  and
chair of Mount Purto Nature Re-
serve, said:  “You must begin by
knowing and understanding the
people whe live there. Togeth-
er with them, you must devel-
op 4 plan that they will own and
cominit to. This must provide

I velihood opportunities that will
enable their survival. Otherwise,
reforestation will not work.”

The third requirement is that
te choice of what to plant has to
be practical ' Fruit and native tree
spacies are best. However, these
will net survive without nurturing.

Dulce Punzalan, UN Glob-
d. Impact representstive ‘and
NUAP-ABCDE corporate  secre-
tary, supgests bamboo. Firsg it
grows in relatively infertile land.
Second, (it requires little akten-
tina, because bamboo is a grass
thak car overcome the cogon
th at destroys other plants. Third,
it provides livelihood opportu-
nities for those with low income
duie to its fast gestation

In order for President Mar-
cos’ planbng directive 1o be sug-
cessful, the government must
support these three require-
meits:. Otherwise, reforestation
will remain just & rhetoric, a5 has
happened so often in the pasti g

The suther & Agriwaten chair, .’::lrnler_
s ratary of prasidential flazshp pm-grafns
A projects; and Forrer Undersaorel gy

of the Department of Agriculture '" ‘
arvl e T trent of Trade and Indusery.,
Cantact is agrivwatch_phiSiahoo, com:

e e —
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Stop raping our forests
and watersheds

“Testroving rainforest for
economic gain is like burn-
ing a Henaissance painting
Lo cook a meal”

This famous quote from the
late American biclogist and
Pulitzer winner £ 0. Wilson
brings Lo mind the massive
denudation and degradalion
of the country’s Forests and
watersheds through rapid ur
banization, illegal logging, il-
legal mining, slash-and burn
Parming, and even poaching,

Aecording to the Enropesn
Environment Agency (EEA)
report, “Water-relention po
tential of Europe's forests.”
forests can soak up excess
rainwalker, preventing run-
nffs and damage from Aood-
ing. The report shows Lhat
watler retention polential
tends to increase along with
the extent of forest covar in
a water hasin,

in the recent flooding, trig-
gered by Severe Tropical
Storm Paeng, President Mar-
cog blamed deforestalion for
the flash floods and land-
slides in Maguindanao, Thus,
he called on the Department
of Environment and Natural
Resoupces (MENR) and non-
governmental orzanizalions
Lo help in reforestation of
Forts in Maguindanao and
urged residents to care for
the Lrees.

Shurtly after Typhoon Ul-
ysses struck in November
2020, the Department of
Fublic Works and Highways
(DPWH) conducted a stady

and came up with a-eon= -

clusion that the massive
fiooding in Meatro Manila
anid neighboring arcas was
caused by rapid urbaniza-
tion and increased build-up
areas in the Mariking River
Bagin Land Cover, The Phil
ippine “tatistics Aulhor-
ity delines build up areas as
spaces of intensive use, with
much of the land covered by
structures. 1L includes cities,
towns, villages, strip devel-
opments along highways,
transportation, power, and
communicalion facilities,
and greas oceupied by mills,
shopping centers, industrial
and commereial complexes,

and institutions that may, n
some instances, be isolaled
from urbsan areas.

All these studies and find-
ings underseore how impar
tant forests and walersheds
are in our ecosyatem, [evas
tate itorabuse itsuse and ve
arc in for a disastor

With unahated forest dir
astation and mcursions in
pur watersheds, no doubtihe
country continues to experi
anee massive flooding whin-
ever astorm strikes: Remeany-
her the catastrophic effests
of Hashfloods brought about
by Tropical Storm Ondoy
in September 2009, Sup -
Typhoon Wolly and Ulyseis
in November 2080, Sevelre
Tropical Storm Maring in
October 2021, and Typhoon
Odelle in Decomber 20217

with tropical stormns Be- |

coming stronger and mone
frequent, it's now time e
all stakeholders—the govern
ment, the business sector,

non governmental organi- |

zativns, and the pablic—o
gel Lheir acts togelher in
preserving our forests arnd
watershrds to mitigate flood

ing and avoid further loss of
lives and properties.

While it iz nocessarv 1o
keep the economy afloat,
guslainahle nse of resources
to attain progress is equal v
important for the Fatore of
the next generation.

We have tn act responsiby
now for tomorrow might ke
too fate,
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- of Finance nia buwisan :ang

arue—maplmmm
ang pamahalaan.,
Malah kesi urnano na ki-

: Mnnhapagllphawpaﬁm

f aynmmndm angpanm

HEAT

Paﬂgarﬂw"g ay ibawal
ang pagtatapon sa kung
saan-saan at ipatupad ang
recycling ng basura.

Nitong nakaraang Lindas,
niabatid na hindipa rin natu-
(e ang moa taong bumnibisi-
ta sa samenteryo dahil hang-
gang ngayon ay wala pa rin
silang disipling sa

samantanys na huwag inwa-

. nanang basura sa mgea bi-
PRI OPR IR,

rin ang ulnng mga ito at inji-
warn parin ang kanilang mga
basura sa mismong purntod

Emmn@gmmmﬂg
basurahan ang sementerya,
Sa totoo kang bayan. ma-
raming sementeryo sa buong
bansa na meakikits @ng ramu-
mulakiak sa plastic na basu-
ra atnaka-amba ang l&lo pang
mﬂﬂmmﬂﬂtﬁﬂﬂ
awmmmnanm

e o8 '.'I'I'1l'r

hingsl, ang mga sementarno
dahil bawal ang pag-tunao
ng mug 130 bunga ng panda-
miya thilol ng COVID-18 pemn
ngayng balik n2 naman ang
pwh.r g0 Ng mga {80 50 5o

et yoray nakaririmarnin na
ang lenawin dite dahil sa
Bunchale ng hasura.

A.noman a 0 redkla-
mo i- et sa UO1B92T4764
09265719289 o i-emall =a
juandezabog@ya
juandia

I:['.-_l'g.-l'
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Basurang plastik
namumutiktik

ang 5amga bibis
at naging hasuraban na naman SEMENLEryo.
mahakot ang mga basara, N sa_basurang

Mmmﬁ_%nﬁnpmﬁnmhnhqm
menteryo. E mmmuhhummm-m
ng kaso ng COVII-19 dahil sa walang ingat na pagtata-
pon ng face masks, Balik sa dating nakaririmarim na
lanawin ang mga sementeryo dahil sa
Karaniwang mga single-use plastics ang
nakakalat sa mga sementeryo

plastic cup ng noadles, plastic wrapper ng biskuwit at
iha pang pagkain, shopping bags at mga plastic cover
ng bulaklak, ! w basurahan ang
mga scmenteryo. Kang kailar lillnisin ang gabundod
na basors sa mga sementeryo iy walang makapugsahi,
. Kapag ang mga basurang plastic sa sementorvo ay
inabutan ng panibagong bagyo, at nagkaroon na o
man ng paghaha, tizak na sa log at mga sapa sanurin
ang mga ito at saka hahantcrg sa dagat. Maraming
maapekinhan kasama na ang mga lamandag a1,
Sinabi minsan ni Presidzat Ferdinand Marcos
Jr. ang problema ng Pilipinis ukol sa plastic paliu-
tion kung saan, ikatlo ang Pilipinas sa nag-zambag
ng mga basurang plastic &h karagatan. Sinubi ni
Marcos na tutulong ang P'illﬁ:;msnpngliﬂﬁa 58 mgn
basurang nasa karagatan. Hixdi umano tatalil uran
ang responsiblidad sa basura +a karagstan.
Ibpmaln naman ng Department of Finance
na ; single-use plyities para kumita ane
natupad ito. Wala pang linaw b ang magkakar o -
"ﬂlit abi pang : ung magkakarion ng
ita ang pamahalaan 2 sagbubuwis sz single-
ose phm-smhulltwalangnnil:gw na nakikita I-;Eng
paano masosolusyunan ang plastic pollution, Tiyak na

patuloy ang prodo n ng plastic kahit pa ta
ng buwis. Dapat : _ '-11-1 hg_kmﬂ:;-;ﬁ:
pamahalaaan kung paano matatapon HANE maayos

Ng mamamayan ang mga plastic upang maiwas: -
pagkasira ng kapaligiran. l'lmwulng_ ;::;‘
kuny sann-saan at ipatupad ang wﬁmmnm.

CAETDOHR
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- lations in the affected areas,"Par’tufmedmmetf,

,‘i o m =1| mf:!lt.j

h

Only 4 calamity regions
AFFIRMING his assessment that the damage wrough: by

Severe Troplical Storm Paeng was “highly localized”, I'resi-
dent Marcos Jr. has approve and signed a -:utuhrdacl aring

a state of mlanu;y over Regions 4-A, 5 (Bicol), 6 (Wesiern

Visayas), and the Bangsamoro Autonomous Region in Muslim
Mindanao.
Calabarzon is Cavite, Laguna, Batangas, Rizal, Quezcr.
As stated on Pmclamatum 84, the declaration would 2¢ in
effect for six months "unless earlier lifted" b the Presiden.
"The onslaught of Severe Tropical Storm Paeng from (2. 26
ta 29, 2022 caused the loss of lives, destruction of property,
e to agriculture and critical infrastructures, and dissup-
tion of means of livelihood and normal way of life of the lpul:l;ih
F o
pubﬁshedﬂn The Official Gazette, =
"All government departments, ¢ a@enuea, and instrumentali-

ties concerned are hereby directed to continue implementing
and execuling m&c‘uz,mmvery relief, and rehabilitation riea-
| suresinaccordancewith pertinent operational plansand divec-

fives," itadded.
Therefore, noneed todeclarea national state of calamity after

| Seyverg ']"mplin:‘iﬂ Storm Pacng ravaged different parts of Hie:

countr
W'I;ad'i‘;zr the President assessed the damage as "highly 13cal-

. Hemade this remark a day after the National Disaster Fisk
- Reduction and Management Council announeed on Surulay

that ithas submitted a resolution ing adeclarz tion

o

ofanaticnal state of calamity whichwould triggeraprice[resze

and allow mﬂmmtﬁ&ageucyfmds
~ "Idon't it's 3531 :

o

1 consultation with rm NR [Department of Environment mdf‘.

- Natural Ih:&mmces] said itwasn't extensive. ‘H}E&anutge
is

s lold reporters ina press briefir sgm-;

"Is\ir he said only three provinces —

Cavil oL
Quam,tm ¢MWMananumﬁeredmemdaqﬁngg-..

"We mt&lkmgahﬂq! I]maastﬁ)ast Quezon, dito sa Ca: fﬂ!:.
angd then Mag anao. Those are the areas. Itdue:snae:itt;
have.. hkx:m PVlsagasthere ‘snoneed for anational calamiity.

For 1,2, itdoesn "t warranta national calamity, " hesaid.

“The President said itwasenough for the NDRRMC toimple-
ment the state of calamity status in specific areas only.

Paeng weakened into a tropical storm status on Sunday but.

r&;nt@psrhe;d tuascveretmp!;al st:mnunl":{ﬂn-da g8 it
omnin;.tu.

contnues to mnvet‘ the West

H'u]:p ine. tu-waﬁwrec,(hqﬁyéméf_ and Astronomical Ser-
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Lessons from ‘Paeng’

ith 18 to zo typhoons making landfall and
wreaking havoc in the country every year,
you'd think we would have mastered the
drill by now. Foresight borne of repeat-
ed experience would have guided prepa-
rations on the ground and enabled us to
survive each onslaughlt with the least
number of casualtiss and damage to crops
and property. But Severe Tropical Storm
“Paeng”—with at least 150 dead, 36 miss-
ing, at least Fa7g billion worth of crops lost, and hundreds
of thousands affected across G4 provinces —proved other-
wize, with even President Marcos Jr, asking “Why were they
{people) not evacuated? Why were there so many casualties?”
upon hearing the extent of the typhoon's devastation.

True, there were mitigating factors behind the calamitous
impact of Paeng, with disaster officials poinfing to "a tragic
combination of continuous rains from the approaching trop-
ical storm, deforestation, and silted rivers for the floods and
landslides that swamped many parts of the country.” Local
officials also deflected blame, saying they were not warned
early enough; the information given was Insufficlent; the ty-
phoon vecred and changed course, and their area was seldom
vizited by storms so the flash floods and landslides caught
them by surprise. As for the lives lost, they protested that
many families had refused to leave thelr homes for fear of
losing what little they had. There were no safe shelters for the
evacuees either, as entire barangays were inundared.

Mot that we haven't hieard all these before in the wake of
previouns typhoons just as powerful. If anvthing, Paeng's un-
acceptably high death toll and extent of destruction have un-
derscored once more how previous recommendations from
calamitous events have gone largely unheeded, only to be
resurrected amid the hue and cry followring another disaster.

Foremost among the lessons from Paeng is how infor-
mation is key 10 adequare preparation.

In the face of Paeng's fury, people have been asking
“Whatever happened to Project MOAH?" Launched in 202, the
Mationwide Operational Assessment of Hazards, which the
Duterte administration defunded in 2017, “generates initial as-
sessment reports for selsmic, volcanic, and hydro-meteorolog-
ical hazards to help the public prepare for possible impacts,”
notably by identifying sites that present geographical risks.
Toaols such as hazard mapping that Project NOAH and the Pful
ippine Institlite of‘iiolcanukg}'and Seismology's HazardHunit-
erPH provide are alife-saver, as they infoom locals which areas
toravoid and which routes to take if they need to evacuate.

To diszeminate other crucial mformation, local government
units {LGITsS) can also enlist younger community members to cre-
ate flyers and graphic materials that offer tips on best practices
during disasters. LGUs should keep commmunication lines open
a5 well, with hotlines and emergency nlunbers that can link res-
idents to police, hospitals, and local disaster and rescue groups.

The Marcas [r, administration should also restore its bud-
£er cut to the Department of Science and Technology (DOST),
whose proposed P44.17-billion allocation for 2023 was slaslied
by Pzo.u1 billion. The Philippine Atmospheric, Geopliysical
and Astronomical Services Administration weather bureau,
which is uinder DOST, can certainly use more funds to up-
grade its forecasting tocls for more accurate reports,

Another lesson from Paeng 5 how investing in permanent
shelters for evacuees is crucial to minimize casualties, Setting
up facilities with enough privacy, working toilets and kitchens,
as well as space to store relief goods, tents, resciie boats, and
other disaster-related materiali, can go & long way o encour-
age people to evacuate early. As would roving community pa-
trols to guard against looting an| other erimes of cpportunity.

A third lesson in saving lives is to enforce building stan-
dards even among homes to prevent stfong waves from top-
pling concrete walls and other structures—including river
barriers—that lack reinforceniznt. Appropriate land use is
just as crucial, as flood plains énd coastal areas have often
been converted into homestead —with disastrous results,

Probably the most important lesson is the need for
constant, consistent, and vigilant environment protection,
given that the Philippines has been identified as one of the
most vulnerable countries to climate change and other nat-
ural hazards, given its geograplic location.

e President himzelf npled during his aerial surc-
vey of areas devastated by Pas 1g how balding mountains
hawve made landslides inevitabls after torrential rains. Tree
plan and reforestation are an urgent priority, he said.

deed, unchecked logging wid mining activities are the
main culprit behind the mass graves in the aftermarh of Pachg,
Can the Departtnent of Environment and Natural Besources
(DENR} identify and sanction the |ogging companies involved,
and monitor their compliance with the law? Gan the agency
also pressure LGUs into dredging; silted rivers and come up
with innovative ways to discouray: those living In coastal zreas
from throwing their trash inte witerways and clogging them?

stead of funneling limited resources to such uscless
beautification projects like the lolomite beach on Manila
Bay, the DENR should start an inzensive tree-planting proj-
¢ct in denuded areas, and work with LGUs to ensure that
reforested areas thrive and mult ply.

Let's not wait for another 2aeng to set our priorities
right., We've been on rthis road before, with too many lives
lost and too few lessons learned,
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© Wotld falling short on funding
for chmate adaptatltam UN report

LONDON - The world is ﬂﬂmg countries adapt to climate change
far short at rounding up meney to. - was just 529 billion — far below
help struggling aations adapt to thc%'b!ﬂlﬂnp:t}ﬂrﬂmtcmﬂd
the inereasingly dangerous impeets.  be needed by 2030,

of climate change, according to 4
report released Thorsday: i

Aswrell as finding ﬂl&mﬂﬂéﬂaﬂ-ﬂ.

-pﬂmﬂwﬂmshshcmnsmmgﬁ‘

infrastracture, such 45 s:awaﬂ.a oy
help keep r:l-wmgwatg::s at bﬁ}'
CAe the UN

““Its time for a global climate o

adaptatinn awerhaul” said Unired

 Nations mury—genr:mi Antonio |
' Guterres in a media statement,

contain ghobal warming, hundreds  noting he had asked green climare

of billinns of dollars are needed

that have happened much fister
scientises had nnﬂufm:md_

Current interaational finance

onids fo work with public and pri-
(o protect countries from chnihﬁs I'

ers to p tHnEwiECEL

Jll:mmg to dcw.iﬂpmg comml@i “wries to Byﬂspm theie adapradon

is hetween 5 and 10 times :ljt]ﬂ!p w specific projects.
what is needed, the United Nations  “Adaps ?ﬁ'rﬁ&)dsmoﬁauput
Frvironment Program report muH inta priygrams like improving food
T 2020, money from o -smuirghpdmtmgcmpadmnw-
‘tions sct'aside fonhelping pomcr resilient to heatand dwng}lq of in

Egj.l‘pt‘,beg:mmg Nowd, S

“'ranst present a credible road map

with clear milesoongs on howe this®

will be deliversd == preferably as
grants, not loans,” said Gurerres
Mbrtes, in particular, has strugpled

w respond o worsening weather

' extremies, Current anoeal adapration

spending on the continent is $11.4
I:n.!ﬁnn—auhmtﬂn;ﬂmmnﬂ afl

dimate finance, according toa repen
by the Global Center on Adaptation,

an internatonal solutons broke
hnsted in the Netherdands, Meetin
countries’ emissions pledges woul
require an additional 541 billion

yean

"'.-"‘Lda{:mrmr finance i gcaling
o0 sjml.rl",- to close the invest
ment gap in Afica said Patsicl
Merkooijen, CEQ of GCAOni
of the key programs to combat the
ghoetfall is the Africe Adaptation
Accelération Program which scek:
‘v raise $25 hillion tor countries ir
the next thiee vears,

Ie%s “the best vehicle we have
ensure the adaptation investnen

“shortfall in Africa ¥ ofet with

action Frome all available sonrees
including the private sectoe,” said
Verkooijen, = Reufers
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- Climate action bolstered

THE LAST m-vmmvmarm.

plant seven million {ress on Wﬁgﬂwﬂq& While wef

of rerewable enerpy capac-
iﬂu -n the future.

: in challing: of
: vy — i:f’t’l' % . e it w&lﬁlﬂtﬂmhﬁtr

Ea.taa:l‘l. iulur. A0 ﬂ-. mm, ting a mitlence. With renewalbslos

Oecid Etligp Fl! -leﬁi ; ng qﬁﬂll]rt{} pow-

dental, Hangam mw‘iathm er iy always li You

- zon. province, and E;m— -siﬂe.ntl E.l.l,nrilral canpct generale sofar po-

v +ha i L B oroat ruﬁhﬂ.uu:.- r jwhien

The listis however being He i ‘s, wea her conditions block

e d to cover arcas  partner communities and . - sund jght. You cannot E;m

SMCGP's battery imati lo-  duee wind when

P:ru rhmi o B
Lh:lef. ]:.&xecuta:luzdﬁﬁur m
Hum 5al 39

Mﬂm% SMOGPs
?—‘L'?W inibative has
a h:lfal of 5,1]1!],11&-

storage facilities are in- cal %;nmmm there's no wind. hen
mm, ﬁ -thagqu{thﬁindﬂuhre rean’l ,' hy:ﬁ;ow
q. ,Davan 0 far.

. Ba nﬁmau}hrtsa

environ- ﬁ%m l'H’hgiE‘

g
and affordable pawer, and.
whiles alsy d:ﬁ.nt
to lmn

? wulﬁig‘vemﬁn- 3 "

Tar comments, | .lhse
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ingapore—High inflation, rising inter-

est rates, Falling currencies, and volatile

oil prices, an top of an economic slaw-

down and post-pandemic budget woes,
may increase pressure ot the Aseant+3—the
1o members of the Association of Southeast
Asian Nations, together with China, Japan,
and South Korea—io scale back efforts to
mitigate climate risk. While this policy shift
may make fiscal sense, it Is a mistake that
could have grave repercussions for the re-
pion and, ultimately, lead to slower economic
growth and greater financial instability.

If nor addressed, the risks climate change
poses o Asean+3i countries could hawve
far-reaching implications for the region’s ag-
ricuimal production, water availability, en-
Ergy security, transport and infrastructure,
tourism industries, and coastal resources.

Ower the past two years, flooding, cyclones,

droughts, rising sea levels, and landslides
have become increasingly frequent, mak-
ing Myanmar, the Philippines, Vietnam, and
Thailand among the world's 10 most cli-
mate-vilnerable countries, These countrles
suffered some of the highest fatalities and
biggest economic losses from weather-relat-
ed disasters between 10gg and 2o18.
However, the transition to a low-carbon
economy carrles risks of its own. For starters,
industries heavily reliant on fossil fuels are
facing greater regulatory burdens. A large por-
tion of the region's gil, zas, and coal reserves
may end up being left in the ground and dis-
counted or entirely written off. Shifts in en-
ergy policy are alzo likely to increase banks'
credit risks. If Indonesia, the Philippines, and
Vietham meet their commitments under the
2ms Paris agreement, for example, coal-fired
power plants valued at $60 billion will become
stranded assets in 15 years, rather than 4o.
The green transition would most like-
Iy also affect the profitabllity of coal mines
elsewhere in the region, such as in [hdone-

largest in terms of covered emissions, and

AZIZ DURRAMI

gia. And the BEuropean Union's efforts to shift
away from palm oil bicfuel and encourage
the use of deforestation-free products may
turn land banks in Malaysia and Indonesia
into sl:randr:d assets. Despite these transi-
rostlier fnt Asean Emnﬂiﬁkﬁ

To be sure, Asean countries have taken
some steps to mitigate climate risks. Brunei
has implemented coastal protection struc-
tures. Indonesia has promoted mangroves
and climate-tolerant crop varieties. Laos has
developed  sustainable  crop-management
techniques. And Malaysia has pursued cli-
mate-adapted technology and organic farming.

Notwithstanding such efforts, more must
be done to meet the Asean+3 countries' re-
newable energy goals. Several initiatives
could support these: the Asean Plan of Action
for Energy Cooperation, for example, aims to
increase renewable energy to 23 percent of the
region’s energy supply by 2025, compared to
14 percent ln 2017, And the 2021 forum on the
carbon neutrality goals of China, Japan, and
South Korea has outlined concrete ideas for
achieving net-zero emissions through trilater-
al coaperarion an innovation and rechnology,

Carbon pricing Is essential to the green
transition. Asean+3 countries have held dis-
cussions on balancing pricing schemes against
the need to stimulate economic growth. In
July 2021, China launched the operation of its
hatlonal emisslons ading system (ETS), de-
signed to be an “important market-based in-
strument,” to help China achieve its climarte
goals. One year on, though ‘still dealing with
data-quality issues, China's ETS is the world’s

prices are rising stca:iﬂy While there hawve
been calls fo: a regionwide carbon tax, this
idea seems unlikely in the short term,’ given
differences in lax regimnes. Nooetheless, a car-
bon tax will likely remain a key focus of discus-
sions among the Aseans+3 in the next few years,

Promotine sustainable fnance will alsa
be essential ta a successful oansition, as the
financial sector could drive an economy-wide
shift. In the past few years, many central
banks and financial supervisors in Azia have
1mplemented, or have begun o implemeniy
such teasures despite ongoing capacity - anid
res0UTCe Comstaints.

In the short term, there is significant scope
for Asean+3 central banks and financial regula-
ors to incentiv ze the wansition w a low-car-
bon economy, by directing firms and lenders to
reduce carbon 1sage and focus on renewable
energy and green technologies. Such measures
would encouryze a similar shift across the
economy, leading companies to price climate
risks into their products and services

By promotr g low-carbon policies and en-
couraging greer: fnance, policymakers could
spur new renew ible energy sectors and stimu-
late economic prowth. Moreover, reducing reli-
ance on dollar-denominared fos:il fuels would
enable Asean+s -ountries o shift governimernt
revenues [rom | nalntaining large foreign-ex-
change reserve: :oward domestic policies.

To minimize the damaging effects of cli-
mate change o) their population and =cono-
mies, Asean+3 palicymakers must implement
risk mitigation policies that help prevent re-
gional spillovers, and encourage the emergence
of new industriegs and technologics. Doing so
wonld alse bodit energy security. Shutting
down the sun #id the wind is much harder
than blowing ug i1 gas pipeline. proece syndicate

Aziz Durrani is 4 capacity develapment ex-
pert at the Singhpore-based Assan+3 Mac-
roeconomic Res:zarch Office.
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Project Noah — penny-wise and pound-foolish

ILE many of us are safe

¥ and sound after Tropical
Storm “Paeng,” we are disturbed
and upset that despite a National
Risk Reduction Management
Cotuncil, a weather bureaun (Paga-
sa) that has supposedly upgraded
its instruments for more accurate
forecasting and local government
agencies mandated for evacua-
tion, there were still too many
deaths, too many missing and
wholesale destruction in certain
hazardous areas thathad nowarn-
ing of what could befall them.
natural calamity — earthquakes,
floeds, landslides, volcanic erup-
tions, storm surges. We have been
living with them and dying from
them for centuries. Along the way,
shoyld we nothave leamed some
lessons to mitigate the effects of
these natural disasters?

Climate change is one of the
culprits but so is deforestation,
silted rivers and living in hazard-
«ous areas. Include here the detri-

modern Hﬁh as
|'.l1 environment v wﬁﬁa‘iﬁd
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bit it back with climate change.
Yet there could have been a
better response, one of which
would have been Project Noah,
a government initiative in 2012
after Typhoon "Sendong” devas.
tated pans of Mindanao causing
1,200 deaths and 180 missing,
Project Noah was a Depari-
ment of Science and Technol-
ogy program that was geared
to help government, particu-
larly local governments, warn
communities of danger up 1o
six-hours in advance through
a nationwide assessment ol
hazards that would be given to
the public through them. Dr.
Mahar Lagmay of the University
of the Philippines, an expert in
disaster mitigation, was Project
| Noah's executive direcior who
assembled a competent staff

VOICES

of young scientists to gather
hazard-specific, area-focused and
time-hound warnings of dangers

about to happen so as to alert the

people in harm's way to take the
necessary defensive steps, wheth-
er evacuation, reinforcement of
dwellings, medical alert, putting
concerned government agencies
at the ready and whatever else
was deemed necessary to forestall
death and destruction.

While Froject Noah went
to work and through field
research, scientific use of in-
strumefits [putting real-time
sensors in crucial areas, mobile
phone apps for communication,
a website with specificlocations
for public view of hazards), mu-
nicipal risk assessments for the
entire country, it only reached
60 percent of its flood maps and
other hazard assessments be-
cause the program was defund-
ed in 2017, Apparently whoever
funded it (legislature?), gave it
funds with the idea that by 2015
‘the work-would be completed
‘and everyone would have the

recessary knowledge and tools
o meet patural calamities.

‘This was over-optimistic inba

Uty prone to- naturgl
sasters of which we are on t9p
of the list, 50 an extension was
requested butdn 2017, it was
denied and Project Noah was
defunded. Not only was this
decision a mistaken attempt to
save money, it was also ¢rrone-
ous because work on natural
clisasters in a country like ouwrs
can never end. Lessons always
tnfold and have to be recorded
for the future (o know, There is
glways something new 1o leam
50 as not to repeal mistakes,
Clearly the defunding of Proj-
ect Noah was a mistake. [t not
cnly left the work incomplete, it
dishanded an expert staff of sci-
entists that went off in various
directions. One wonders haw
the Balik Scientist programs
that the government keeps.ap-
nauncing can-attract the néeded
scientists iFthis is what happens
whemsclentists committe wotk.

S mOngpinAS

s

‘ L CIHGPIH FRDM A4

T

_ Project Noah — penny
wise and pound-—foollsh

Jflhe Umw:mtjr of the Philip-
eg Came to save Pm]gct Noah
gdnplmgu It cantinues with
.. Lagmay at the Resilience
ﬂmul.ute But with modest re-
aurces aru:l gmremmem inatten-
tbn, the pace of work and the
qgﬂrt}r of research will be too
t for ;jlp: needs at hand.
Project Noah left, it trans-
L its technology to Pagasa,
l’h"ulcs and Namria as well as the
M;gs and Gmmﬁ;lm Burean for
Agencies to continue using,
isly, fams has sczﬁered

ah to m&w::d v:urrmﬁ_dly

help in mitigating Paeng’s fury.
Time to regroup, to live and
to learn, to be humble and
1o stop being penny-wise and
puquda_fn'qlish. There is much
consciousness-raising to be
done, particularly with local
government units towards pre-
vention of death and destruction
over relief and rehabilitation,
Meanwhile, the extent of
deaths, Jpjséiug persons and de-
struction is heart-rending. Relief
and rehabilitation will help but
the damage is done and for some
the loss they bﬂ;ﬂwﬂl change

theu' i:m forever T Worse,
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San Miguel Corp. (SMC) said its
subsidiary SML Global Power
Holdings Corp. (SMCGP) planted

ower 5 million niew wrees and man-
groves from 2019 wdate, under its
multi-year, natcnwide forestation
and carbon capeute program.

The conglomerate said it is also

dinig the scope of the: project
veforest armas arcimd its new hadtery
Ramon Ang, SMC presidenc
and chief cxecutive officer, saud
2 of Oeiober, SMCGP Project
747 initatve has yielded 5,010,110
upland and mangrove trees across
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SMC completes planting of 5M trees

1,500 hectares of Find,

~ Theprojects gol is o plat seven
‘millicin trees on sca e 000 hocares
of land i at lease saven provinces
S Far, SMCGY has [119:1!:&1311 J‘J.lba}f,
Barsan, Bulacan, Damo Occidental,
Negros Occidenal, Pangasinan,
(Quezon province iid Zambales.
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Envirotech forges plastic waste j

4 | |
Far FAEHET
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Emu*utec:h founder Winchester Lemen- axplamad that several cmnpamies took
the cpportunity to strike a partnership following the Exté‘i"s&étf Producers

Res)onsibility Act lapsed into law iwt July 2022

¥ |

BY TEIANA nmrm

Em’irutﬁﬂh Waah: Recycling Ine. _
has |}.1rtmreﬂ with different multinational
comp anies to improve the management of plastic

In un interview during Deily Tribune's
Gistrg Na! segment, Envimteth founder

EHPLUQ!UE Winchester Leman explained that

“several companies took the opportunity
to strike a partnership following the
Extended Producers Responsibility Act lapsed
into law last July 2022,
Republic Act 11898 requires large-scale
companies (o establish the EPR pmgrvm for
phsﬁcwastarem

"E‘hat is like the actual tooth of the
goverament in making sure that producers of
fﬂt-madns consumer goods or the packaging

we lie mi'_g day "will ﬁqr.gn to lnﬂlh
Lemen said,

" Etablished lnﬂ[ﬁﬂ the Dm\m—h&s&ﬂ firm
offers differant Mﬁm@m products
“ such as chairs, tables, food canisters, plam
pots mdﬂ:ml canisters. _

| ity ] P : :h-u ;
- Lemnen
‘thousands

“Recycling 2,100 sando bags will produce ane
p]asnﬂ.dwkthatmhadunmmmlpwhe
m“@mnm T LT LT

Eamided that 10,000 ca.nﬂswmp-‘emur
mmMWMMMMMm

chair.
The plastic garbage is colleeted, shredded,
M@mmma@&mﬂ&m
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BY MICHARL PINGOL
ﬁw_hd

Manila's nepmmamﬂrubun Service
hauled a total of 196 metric tons of garbage
eguivalent to 78 truckloads in the city's
two major public cemeteries Thursday,
almost double that of the amount during
t1e celebration of Undas in 2019,

The haul is more than 18 truckloads
ar equivalent to 71 metric tons than the
2018 figures hefofre the Covid-18 pandemic
struck.-

'1-1.'

r.l'-..

- At the Manila South Cemetery, 42
ﬁ‘imktnada were collected, equivalent. o
88 metric tons of garbage, according to
the Manila Public Information Office,

From 28 October to 2 November, up
to 36 truckloads or 108 metrie tons of
garbage were collected at the Manila
North Cemetery, it added.

The eity government said, one of the
reasons for the increase in garbage is
the recent typhoon “Paeng,” which feﬂ.ed
many trees over the weekend. -
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Exeter, Alternergy
team up for Ifugao
hydropower project

EETER Portofino Holdings,
the holding company ofetwil

society leader Sara Sn]nrem J

: de Gumsrm has partriered with'
i+ Alternergy Holdings Corp. for its

run-of-river hydropower project’

i inlfugao.

i TheLarnrut-Asipu]crh}rdf_opmmr
project will Lharness the flow of
water from the Cawayan River to
comverttoclean and environmeni-
friendly renewable power. The proj-
ect site is within the Ancestral Do--
mains of the Kalanguaya, Ayangan
and Tuwali Indigenous Cultural
Communities.

A Memorandum of Agreement

EMOMmththem&Jgennmpguples :

havebeen signed and the National
Cammmshnunhndlgﬁnwﬂl’_mplﬂﬂ
{NCIP) En Banc hasissued the Cer-
{ tification Precondition.
i With the entry of Exeter as co-
! partner, the Lamut-Asipulo hydro-
power project is in an advanced
stage of development and is ex-
- pected to issue Notice to Procesd
to early construction works in the
coming menths,

The Lamut-Asipulohydropower
project forms part of Alternergy’s
goal of building 1,270 MW of re-
newahblé energy capacity inthe next
five years.

i “Exeterand Alternergysharethe
! samé commitment to sustainabil-

Ity and imprevement of the Jocal
communities afd cultural heritape.
The Lﬁmut*ﬂs}pj.ﬂu Hydro Power
Projectisalsoan opportunity for us
continue and expand the work one
family has started in ugas,” sa il
de Gueman, chairperson of Exeter

Her (amily through Dr. Pre-
ciosa: Soliven, who was UNESCD
Secretary-General of the Philip-
pine Mational Commission, ac
tively promoted the praservation
of Ifugao Heritage Sites undertl e
UNESCO Program and supported
educational improvement amorg
children in lfugae throngh ther
Operation Brotherhood Commn-
nity Foundation.

C'Our family has deep ties in
Ifugao and we look forward to
strengthening this together wit
Alternergy in harnessing renew-

.able energy and helping uplift the

lives of the [fugaos,” she added.

“We are happy to bring in Ex-
eter as we create transformative
partnerships in promoting clean
energy and impacting the live:
of the people. While the davel-
opment of hydropower projects
eould be long-gestation; the ben-
efits of clean and renewable powe-
are lomp-term and significant,’
Eduardo Martinez Miranda, pres-
ident of Lamut-Asipulo Mini Hy
dro Corp. said. Lenie Lectare
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