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The President says it was clear in his mind that had mountain~

NING

not been denuded above Barangay Kusiong, which

was nearly wiped off the face of the map by landslides and flash floods
. ' _.

last week, the tragedy would not have happened. Ai
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Tree cutting to bla
mOMAl
By Jerome Aning
@JeromeAninglNQ

1

e

President Marcos on Monday
said trees should be planted
in the denuded uplands of the
two Maguindanao provinces to
prevent a repeat of last week's
deadly landslides after see-
ing for himself what environ-
mentalists for years had been
warning the government on
what would happen not only
in Mindanao but also in other
parts of the country.

Mr. Marcos, accompanied
by Maguindanao del Sur Gov.
Bai - Mariam Sangki-Mangu-
dadatu, flew over the areas
devastated by the landslides
and flash floods that followed
heavy rains brought by Severe
Tropical Storm "Paeng" (inter-
national name: Nalgae).

"I was pointing out to the
governor that in all those plac-
es where there are trees, the
ground did not move. All the
damage that you saw on the
mountains, it's because they
were bald," Mr. Marcos said.

"We know and we've been
hearing this over and over
again, but we continue cut-
ting trees, so what happens are
landslides like those," he said.

After his aerial inspection, the
President and his party landed at
Datu Odin Smsuat, capital of Ma-
guindanao del Norte, where he
met officials of the Bangsamoro
Autonomous Region in Muslim
Mindanao (BARMM).

RELIEF President Marcos leads the distribution of relief
assistance to "Paeng" victims taking shelter at Broce Central
Elementary School of Peace at Datu Odin Sinsuat, Maguindan-
ao province, on Tuesday. _MALACANANG PHOTO

I was pointing out to the governor
that in all those places where there

are trees, the ground did not
move. All the damage that you

saw on the mountains, it's
because they were bald

Ferdinand Marcos Jr.
President

Kusiong lies at the foot of
the 446-meter Mt. Minandar.

Rescuers on Monday wad-
ed through thigh-deep mud in
the village using long pieces of
wood to search for bodies bur-
ied under the rubble.

Twelve of the dead in Ku-
siong, including seven from
one family, were buried on
Monday in two mass graves
dug by a backhoe.

Mourners, who survived
the landslide, laid flowers and
candles at the site.

i
Flood control planning
"We have shifted our oper-

ation from search and rescue
to retrieval because the chanc-
es of survival after two days

are almost nil," said BARMM
Interior Minister Naguib Sina-
rimbo.

The President told officials
of BARMM, which irtcludes
Maguindanao del Sur and Ma-
guindanao del Norte, that tree
planting should be included in
their long-term flood control
projects.

"If there had been trees up
there, in Kusiong, that would
not have happened," Mr. Mar-
cos said. "That's unfortunate ...
I am very clear in my mind that
that (tree planting) is some-
thing we could have done."

He said he could refer them
to "plenty" of nongovernmen-
tal organizations that could
help in the reforestation. He

did not -nention w
He al so did n

measures would e taken to
stop peoj Ie from c
trees in fi agile for

He sa d the De
Envirol1!Tlent and atural Re-
sources would also assist them
in making tree panting sus-
tainable, .idding th t during di-
sasters, folks whos crops were
destroyec' would ften resort
to logginj: to make nds meet.

"The new way 0 do it is to
make the locals th mselves the
owners 01 the trees so that they
will take (are of th ," he said.

'Strang'
Reacting to th President's

remarks about the enuded for-
ests, Jon Bonifacio spokesper-
son fort 1'!environ ental group
Kalikasai, told the quirer that
it was "strange that t seems like
it's only HOW he's orne to ap-
preciate Ihe bene ts provided
by well-cc nserved atersheds."

"Let's also no forget the
massive deforest tion that
took place under is father's
rule," he s dded.

Worsen,!d under arcos Sr.
"As Marcos [r.ju t found out,

environrn,!ntal des ction has
deadly :onsequen es=-and, if
the government is erious at all
about cIir rate ch e, it needs
to put a s :op to th destructive
mining, T egadam d reclama-
tion pmjl icts that are cutting
down th e very fore ts he's wor-
ried about." Bonifac 0 said.

In a column p blished by
the Inquirer in 2011 former Ka-
likasan ~:Ipkespers n Marjorie
Pamintua 1said th deforesta-
tion "further worse ed" during
the diets torial re ime of the
Presider t s father and name-
sake. ,

"The logging i dustry was
controllec by fore gn compa-
nies ami the local elite, some
even hol ding pu lie offices.
Timber licensing greements
were given out by he Marcos
regime 10 loyalists From 1965
to 1986, the Phil' pines
lost 7 n ti lion ha f for-- A4
ests," she said.

d
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It
g Almost wiped off map

The town includes Baran-
gay Kusiong, which was nearly
wiped off the map by tons of
mud, rocks and boulders that
came crashing down on the vil-
lage on Friday last week.

The National Disaster Risk
Reduction and Management
Council (NDRRMC) reported
on Tuesday that of 61 who died
in the floods and landslides in
BARMM, 42 were from Datu
Odin Sinsuat.

ie
a-
Js
at

p
u



~~

STRATEGIC'

. COMMUNICATION
AND

« INITIATIVES
SERVICE

PHILIPPINE

i'NOli'iifER
ntlE: 'AGE~

-FROMAZ
She wrote the column six

months before Severe Tropical
Storm "Sendong" (international
name: Washi) caused massive
floods that rampaged through
the cities of Cagayan de Oro and
Jligan in December 2011, killing

MARCOS AT GROUND ZERO: TREE CUTTING TO BLAME
more than 1.000 people.

Due to deforestation and the
large amount of rainfall then in
the highlands of Bukidnon, the
floodwaters easily rushed down
to low-lying areas.

In December the foUowing
year, Typhoon "Pablo" (interna-

tional name: Sopha) also caused
deadly landslides in mountain-
ous areas in Oavao de Oro. which

/
J

were blamed on mining and log-
ging activities that denuded the
once-forested slopes of the towns
of New Bataan and Monkayo.
Nearly i.ooo people died

Better coordination
Aside from reforestation,

the President also said the re-
gional government should es-
tablish its own public works

.t, .'

and highways district offices to
quickly repair damaged infra-
structure during calamities.

These offices should be on
standby to quickly repair dam-
aged or destroyed bridges and
roads, he said.

The President raised the
need for improved coordination
berween the BARMM regional
government and its local govern-

ments units (LGUs) in tines of
disasters and emergencies

"And then the [coore irarion]
procedures. I know that Y)U are
just drawing up your prco-dures
now, but you can see wr y this is
so important: he said.

The President said d tat he
also noticed that the regie n il gov-
ernment and LGUs do 110 t have
join t operations, which could

i

DATE

imize the use of their assets.
"In BARMM areas or LGUs

. h bigger populations, you
sh uld join forces [with local
Ie ders] so thar we can maximize.
T e coordination [among your-
se ves] should be enhanced,' Mr.
M cos said. -WITH ItEPOIlTS FROM

M RIEJO S. RAMos. ICRlXlA SURING-

SU lNG, FRANCES MANGOSING AND

A lNQ
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a out by 'aeng.
Meanwhile, areas af'ec.ted by

Iaridsl ide include Barangay Ku-
siong in latu Odin Sinsuat Ba-
rangays R omonggaob a rd Looy
in South Jpi; Barangay- Maaga-
bo Bayang'a Sur, Upper .ayanga
Sur Norte and Kabugaw apad of
Matanog.

Mangu ladatu urged he De-
partment of Public Wo -ks and
Highways (DPW ) to prioritize
the completion of flood control
projects h. the provinces ocated
in the ups ream of MagUI"1danao
since it " 11 also benef their
province.

"Magui danao is a catch ba rin.
So 1 am ap :>ealing to our honor-
able secretary of DPWH to fast

To mitigate future flooding in "So we have to include tree track the k unpletion of tl. >] flood
Maguindanao, he is now pushing planting in our flood control," he control in euth Cotabato North
for a comprehensive flood control added. Cotabato a d Sultan Kudar t since
in tHe province, to include tree- if those are completed, there will
planting activities. Catch basin be minima flooding in ur ar

Marcos made the remark after MAGUINDANAO Governor Bai eas," Mang~ dadatu said.
his aerial inspection in flood-hit Mariam Sangki-Mangudadatu Marcos Slid he will ma re sure
areas in Maguindanao during a said the areas of Upi, Barira, thatfloodc ntrolsystemsinthese
situation briefing with local ex- Matanog, South Upi, Datu Blah areas will n rt be substand rd.Ta-
ecut ives on Tuesday. Sinsuat, Datu Odin Sinsuat, Ta- menting wl it he has observed in

"I noticed all the mountains layan, Guindulungan and North- other areas.
with landslides were deforested," ern Kabuntalan suffered severe "Those [ ood control project
Marcos said in Filipino. flooding from the rains brought which I ha TI' seen in other areas----~--------------------~~------~------~------~-------------------~!~---

"The new way to do it is byma king the locals
owners of the trees so they will be the ones to
take care of them," Marcos said.

"1 know people think that ..t is just to save
the environment, no, it's to save lives. It will
really save lives," he added.

Mangudadatu said the storm affect-
ed 124,501 families or 622,5 )5 individuals
in Maguindanao. Of these, 6 Ldied, 40 were
wounded, and 17 went missing ~~-.-.

TITlE:

By SAMUEL P. MEDENILLA

"I@sam_medenilla

RESIDENT Ferginand
"Bongbong" R. Marcos Jr.said
deforestation worsened the flash

floods and landslides in Maguindanao
w en it was hit by tropical storm
"Paeng" (international name Nalgae)
during the weekend, leaving over 60
people dead in the southern province.

were really substandard. [They] probably made
use of only one layer of hollow bloc.ks so it was
not very sturdy," Marcos said.

life preservation
GUARDING as well the surrounding areas of
Maguindanao will help to greatly reduce the
incide ts of floods and landslides caused by
typhoons in the province, the President said.

While the Department of Environment
and Natural Resources (DENR) and non-
government organizations could help in re-
forestation efforts in Maguindanao, it will
be up to local communities to preserve the
lanted trees.

1
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DOLE'and D~NRpact taps lUPAD ( "
benefici~riesor fures~~r~!ectiQ~

forestpatrollers. They are also tasked
with seed1ing.prbd~ction, establish-
ing pl~tatioris and assist on forest!
protection activities in support of.
the greening program.

According to DOLE, it would set
aside funds for payment of the pre-
vailing daily minimum wage in .the
region where the TUPAD workers are
assigned, and to cover the administra-
tivecostforpersonalprotectiveequip-
mem; and grQUPpersonal. accident in-
surance of workers who will be hired.

The Technical Education and
Skills Development Authority or its
accredited training institutions will
provide appropriate skills training
and education on environment-re-
lated laws, rules, and regulations.

Nograles acknowledged the po-
tential impact of the training that
TUP.AD workers will undergo in
"instilling' a· greep consciousness"
among the people. ,

·"flindi ita dead-end job, hindi bor-
ing, atmaramingmaiutuiunan. This is
an opportunity to empower our TU-
PAD workers, and to instill in them
a green consciousness that they can
pass on to their families and friends,"
the lawmaker said, _

'Nograles also expressed hope
. that the MOA would be "only the
first step in our efforts to revitalize.
our forests and mitigate the effects
of the climate crisis."

By JO:\TEE MARIE N. DELA CRUZ ,..
'I @jolleemarie . •

,
.THE 'chairman of the House
" "Committee on Labor-and

Employment revealed. over
the weekend that the government
is set to tap beneficiaries of the
Tulong Panghanapbuhay sa ating
Disadvantaged/Displaced 'Workers
program ('I:UPAD) asforest rangers
to implement the country's national .~
greening program. . '.~ ".

In a news statement" Rizal 4th
District Rep. Fidel Nograles said the.
Departments of Labor and Employ-
ment (DOLE) and Environment and
Natural Resources (DENR) recently
signed a memorandumofagreement
to mobilize TUPAD beneficiaries as
forest rangers.

7Qis is an.excellent program that
notonly helps address our shortage of '
forest workers, but also provides our.
TUPAD beneficiaries with meaning-
fu1 and noble work that will directly
benefit their communities and the
whole country," Nograles.said. .

"The MOA is a creative solution
to our need for more forest workers,
and hopefully with this we can bett;er
monitor and protect these areas, espt;- .
dally in the face of continuedjforest]
encroachment," Nograles added. , ,

Under the.DOLE-DENR;accord, ,
TUPAD beneficiaries will ser:ve as
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Iniutos ni Pangulong Ferdi-
nand Marcos Jr. sa mga ahensya
ng gobyemo na isama ang tree
planting sa mga programa para
makontrol ang mga pagbaha sa
iba't ibang lugar sa bansa.

Inihayag ita ng Pangulo sa
situational briefing sa Maguin-
danae matapos ang ginawang
pag-inspeksyon nitong Mattes
sa mga lugar na tinamaan ng
landslides at baha.

Sinabi ng Pangulo na napan-
sin nito sa ginawang aerial in-
spection ang mga kalbong baha-
gi ng bundok na naging dahilan
para magkaroon ng landslides
sa mga kabahayan. ,

Ang pagputol aniya ng mga
puno sa kabundukan ang isa sa
epekto ng climate change na
nagdulot ng matinding pinsala
sa mamamayan.

"So we have to include tree

_._,l:=J I=:=J
I A ~.rEY 'AGEl'~ I~ STORY

- rAGE tOWER

PAGE DATE=-=-=-=:--=-~~-=-~~=-~.===--==-':-"-=----':"""-----.-------------.......---.-------f'Tree planting'oinuhay ni BBM
planting in our flood control,
dapat kasama 'yan. Kung gaga-
stos tayo sa flood control kaila-
ngan may tree planting," anang
Pangulo.

Marami aniyang non-gov-
ernment organizations na tu-
tulong para magtanim ng mga
punongkahoy na magliligtas
ng buhay lalo na ngayong ma-
tindi ang ipinapakitang epekto
ng climate change hindi la-
mang sa bansa kundi sa buong
mundo.

"Mag-isiptayong mabuti doon
sa tree planting. Hindi maIiit na
bagay 'yan. I know people think
that is just to save the environ-
ment, no it's to save lives. Kung
may kahoy sa itaas hindi mang-
yayari 'yan. I am very clear in
my mind that that is somethpIg
we could have done, ,. dagdag ng
Pangulo. (Aileen Taliping)
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Marcos pushes for tree planting to
prevent future flooding

By JOSEPH PEDRAJAS esxpressed by typhoons.
He said areas that were not prone to

flooding in the past are nowbeing inun-
dated while typhoons no longer followFollowing the onslaught

of Severe Tropical Storm
Paeng that took the
province of Maguindan-

ao by surprise, President Marcos
acknowledged the threats of
climate change.

During a situational briefing
he presided over in the province
on Tuesday, Nov.1, Marcos real-
ized how unexpected the wrath of
nature could be, including those

reported as cas .ialt ies of Paeng
in Maguindana~'.

After conducting an aerial ocular
inspection in the province, Marcos

'I know people think that [tree-plan ting] is just to
save the environment. No, H's to save lives.'

their usual path. .
"That's the problemtoday.Talagang

may (There is really a) climate change.
It's undeniable," the President said.

As of Tuesday, 61people were

said he noticed that those areas badly
hit by Paeng were the ones that had
been deforested.

So, on top of bullding flood-control
facilities, he also r ~commended t ee-

planting activitiesas part ofa long-term
solution against flooding.

"We have been hearing this over
and over again, pero patuloy pa tin tayo

nagpuputol ng kahoy, 'yan ang
nangyayari nagkaka-landslide ng
ganyan (But we keep on cutting
down trees, so landslides hap-
pen)," he said. "Mag-isip tayo

ng mabuti doon sa tree planting. Hindi
maliit na bagay yan (Let's think about
that tree planting. It's no small thing). I
know people think that it is just to save
the environment. No, it's to save lives."
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Marcos sInisi landslide sa mga kalbong bundo
lNATASAN ni Pangulong Perdi- matinding pagbaha. at nakalbo na ang bun.dok na da-
nand 'Bongbong' Marcos Jr. ang Sa situation briefing sa pangulo hilan ng trahedya.
mga opisyal ng Bangsamoro sa pag-inspection sa Maguindanao "Noong nasa helicopter kami
Autonomous Region in Mus- kahapon ay ini-report sa kanya ni Bai Mariam, na-no tice ko la-
lim Mindanao (BARMM) at iba ang lawak ng pinsala at bilang ng hat ng gumuho, kalb ) ang bun-

. pang ahensya ng pamahalaan na mga naapektuhang mamamayan dok. That's the problem," anang
aigtingin ang search and rescue dahil sa kalamidad. Pangulo.
perations sa Maguindao pati na Sinabi ng pangulo na naob- Inalam ng pangul sa BARM

ang pamamahagi ng relief goods serbahan niya sa aerial inspec- officials ang sitwasy n ng mga
ang matulungan kaagad ang tion na lahat ng mga nagkaroon bakwit sa mga evacuation center.
ga biktima ng landslides at ng landslides ay wala nang puno (Aileen Taliping) I
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Marcos, pin una ang kalbong kabundukan
sa Maguindanao na nagka-Iandslide

Pinuna ni Pangulong
Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr.
ang mga lugar sa Ma-
guindanao na kalbo na
ang mga bundok na na-
ging dahilan sa pagbaha
at pagguho ng lupa.

Sa isang situation brief-
ing kasama ang mga local
executive sa Maguindanao,
tinalakay ni Marcos ang
kanyang mga obserbasy-
on sa isinagawang aerial
inspection sa mga pinsala
sa lalawigan.

"Noong nasa helicop-
ter kami ni (Maguindanao
Governor) Bai Mariam, na-
notice ko lahat ng gumuho
kalbo ang bundok. Iyan ang
problema. And Iwas pointing

out to the Govemor, sabi ko
sa kanya: lingnan mo 'yung
may kahoy hindi gumalaw
'yung lupa, lahat nung sugat
na makita mo sa bundok
dahil kalbo," ani Marcos.

Ayon kay Maguindanao
Governor Bai Mariam Sang-
ki-Mangudadatu, ang mga
landslides ay nangyari sa
Barangay Kusiong sa Datu
Odin Sinsuat; Barangay
Romonggaob at Looy sa
South Upi; Barangays Maa-
gabo Bayanga Sur, Upper
Bayanga Sur Norte at Ka-
bugaw Sapad ng Matanog.

Kasunod ng insidente,
inatasan ni Marcos ang
mga tanggapan ng gob-

yerno na isama ang mga
tree-planting activities sa
mga flood control projects.

"Kaya kailangan nating
isama ang tree planting
sa ating flood intro!.
Dapat kasama 'yan Kung
gagastos tayo sa flood
control, kailanga may
tree planting,"ani arcos.

"So that's one thi 9 that
we need to do. Butt at one
alam na natin 'yun, wfl have
been he~ring this ov~r and
over again, pero patt40y pa
nn tayong nagpup~ol ng
kahoy, 'yan ang n ngya-
yanng nagkaka-Ia dslide
ng ganyan," dag ag ni
Marcos. (Ma/ou Ese dero)--------~------------
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2 NAMUMUTOL NG
KAHOY, NASAKOTE

PALAWAN-Dalawang illegal loggers
angdinakip ng pulisya nang mahuli sa
aktsng.namumutol ng mga puno sa
kabundukan ng Bgy. Tarusan, Bataraza.

)<inilala ang dalawang suspek na
sina Arnie Puntas, 59-anyos at Junjun
Ramtab, 25-anyos, kapwa n~atira sa
nabanggit na bayan.

Ayon sa ulat, may nag-tip sa mga
awtoridad na may dalawang lalaking
namumutol ng punong kahoy sa
kabundukan ng nasabing bayan kaya't I
agad rumesponde ang mga operatiba at I
dinakip ang mga suspek. I

Hindi naman nanlaban ang mgal
suspek nang dakpin sila ng mga
awtoridad. I

Nakapiit na ang mga suspek na I
nahaharap sa kasong paglabag sa PD I
705 0 Revised Forestry Code of the I

_Philippines. ...l

IT] D [=:J D DO~!r PAGE 1 EDITORIAL CARTOON
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By JOVEE MARIE N. DELA CRUZ

" @joveemarie

~rspeeay passag
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\A.1LAWMAKER has called
j~rtheurgencyofinstituting
" national policy that would

ensure llheefficient and sustainable
use of t'he country's land and physi-
cal resources as a means to provide
long-teifll safeguards to communi-
ties vuh'ierable to climate change.

This c.eveloped as the National
Disaster Risk Reduction and Man-
~ge~en~ Council (NDRRMC) re-
ported :hat severe tropical storm
'Paeng' has left 110 dead from
loo~i~g and landsl ides, which
lso disJ=laced hundreds of thou-

sands of residents.
Abou~ 2.4 million individuals

were affected, including 866,000
forced to flee homes in one of the
inos~ delstructive storms that hit
the country; the NDRRMC said on
Tuesday. Agriculture losses, on the

ther hand, were estimatedat P1.3
billion, .,.,hile the cost of damaged
to infra structure was about P760
illion J'it said. The death toll has

isen frc rn 98 reported on Monday.
Dava oCity Rep. Paolo Duterte,

iln a news statement, said the re-
ent des:ruction wrought by Paeng

~

. Maguindanao, which resulted
i score" of deaths caused mostly

y landslides, demonstrated the
irect impact of proper planning
nd use of land resources on sav-

ing people's lives.
Alongwith Benguet Rep.EricYap

and two other lawmakers, Duterte
has filed House Bill(HB)3956 which
aims to establish clear parameters
on the utilization of all land and
physical resources in the country by
institutionalizing a National Land
Use Policy.

The bill outlines land use policies
to determine areas allocated for ag-
ricultural production, housing and
settlements, energy development,
industries and other economically
productive sites and protected zones
for environmental sustainability.

Duterte said the bill and other
similar measures filed in Congress
seek to "end the current degradation
of the country's land resources, and
optimize balanced development."

He said one key aspect of pass-
ing the National Land Use Act
(NLUA) that has often been un-
derstated or overlooked is its im-
portance in protecting communi-
ties from the destructive effects of
climate change.

"We often mention the National
Land UseAct in the context ofensur-
ing food security by,for one, prevent-
ing the conversion of agricultural
lands to housing and commercial
projects. But the rational and effi-
cient planning and use of our land
resources is also vital in ensuring
that we get to identify high-risk and
danger-prone locations in our com-

munities," Duterte said.
HB3956 states that "priority shall

be given to life and safety, and thus
to identifying hazard prone areas
and corresponding risk reduction
measures as part of the DRR [disas-
ter risk reduction] and CCA [climate
change adaptation] objective."

"Giventhe country's approximate
land area of 300,000 square kilome-
ters, there is a need for a comprehen-
siveand responsive land use policyto
address the impact of deforestation
and urbanization on food, housing,
business, health and the environ-
ment," the bill's authors said.

Duterte said the bill and other
similar measures should be ap-
proved at the soonest possible
time by Congress to protect future
generations of Filipinos, and enable
them to adapt better to climate
change and respond to the growing
needs of the population for food,
shelter and jobs.

Herecalled that the passage of the
NLUAhasbeen certified as urgent by
the previous administration of his
father, former President Rodrigo R.
Duterte, who had said the law "will
address our competing land require-
ments for food; housing business,
and environmental conservation."

On top ofaddressing these needs,
the Davao City lawmaker said a na-
tionalland use policy would also as-
sist local government units (LGUs)
in mapping out their climate-resil-
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ient development plans.
The bill also mandates the De-

partment of Environment and Nat-
ural Resources (DENR) and other
concerned government agencies
and bodies to delineate and con-
tinuously update the mapping of

I hazard prone and vulnerable areas
in the country.

"These maps shall be shared and
disseminated to LGUs,which shall
subsequently guide them in the
preparation of their own hazards-
constrained development and physi-
cal framework and land use plans,"
the bill states.

HB 3956 also calls for the cre-
ation of National Land Use Policy
Council (NLUC),which will serve as
the highest policy-making body in
all matters pertaining to land use
and management.

The NLUC,which will be chaired
by the Secretary of the National
Economic and Development Au-
thority (Neda) is authorized under
the bill to resolve land use policy
conflicts. It is also tasked to inte-
grate efforts and monitor develop-
ments relating to land use and the
evolution of policies.

Severalversions ofthe NLUAhave
been filed in the 17th and 18th Con-
gresses. The current administration
has also urged Congress to swiftly
pass the NLUA.

Last week, Neda called on Con-
gress to immediately pass the

Marcos administration's priority
measure, the proposed NALUA.

During the first briefing of
the House Special Committee
on Land Use, Neda Undersecretary
Carlos Abad Santos reiterated the
need to harmonize various policies
onland use, such those in agriculture,
agrarian reform, ancestral domain,
protected areas, and housing and
urban development.

"By harmonizing these various
policieswewillbe ableto have proper
allocation oflandand reducedisaster
risk to proper land use planning and
various development," he said.

According to Abad Santos, the
13 NALUAbills filed in the lower
chamber have similar compo-
nents with the Neda Board-ap-
proved version.

Three of these 13 bills, he said,
are similar to the Neda Board-ap-
proved version-House Bill 420 of
Albay Rep. Joey Salceda, HB 3611
of Ilocos Sur Rep. Kristine Singson
Meehan and HB3956 of Davao Rep.
Paolo Duterte.

Abad Santos said proposed NA-
LUAseeks to address urban sprawl
or uncontrolled development that
encroaches on prime agricultur-
al lands and other fragile areas.

He said it would also address in-
discriminate conversion of prime
agricultural lands to non-agricul-
tural uses, which has an impact on
food security. With Bloomberg
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Lawmakers file 20 bills f
.Ciepartment of l1esi iie

By SHEILA CRISOSTOMO

At least 20 bills were filed at the
House ofRepresentatives seeking the
creation of the Department of Disas-
ter Resilience, citing the country's
vulne ability to all forms of disasters
such as typhoons, volcanic eruptions
and earthquakes.

House Bill 2786, authored by
Quezon City 5th District Rep. Patrick
Michael Vargas, cited that the Phil-
ippines is the third "most exposed
country in the world to tropical storm
with approximately 20 typhoons a
year."

The measure stated that despite
government's efforts to prepare for
calamities through the National
Disasters Risk Reduction and Man-
agement Council (NDRRMC),count-
less people and properties are still
affected by extreme natural events.

The bill seeks to create a Depart-
ment of Disaster Resiliency and
Alertness Management which shall
be composed of the NDRRMC,Office
of Civil Defense and other related
offices.

"This new department will dras-
tically reduce, if not eliminate, the
bureaucratic red tape which has
caused many delays in the delivery
of immediate assistance needed by
the victims," it stated.

The other bills were filed by
House Speaker Martin Romualdez
and Yedda Marie Romualdez and
Jude Acidre of Tingong Sinirangan
partylist; Lani Mercado-Revilla,
Jolo Revilla and Bryan Revila of the
1st and 2nd districts of Cavite and
Agimat partylist, respectively; Joey
Salceda of Albay 2nd district; Ma.
Rene Ann Lourdes Matibag of 1st
District Laguna; Jurdin Jesus Ro-
mualdo of Camiguin; Alan 1 Ecleo
of Dinagat Island; Michael Romero
of 1-Pacman partylist; Mario Vit-
torio Marmo of Batangas 5th district;

. Khymer Adan Olaso of Zamboanga
City 1st district; Anthony Rolando

Golez of Malasakit@Bayanihan par- among th ~ 18 Asian co 1 ntru ~ in-
tylist; Jonathan Clement Abalos III eluded i::1the report in terr s of
of 4Ps party list; Marivic Co-Pilar of vulnerabi ity and preparedne ss to
6th district Quezon City; LRay Vil- climate dlimge.
lafuerte Jr., Miguel Luis Villafuerte, Cloballj; the Philippines r, nked
Tsuyoshi Anthony Horibata of Znd, 113 out Ct~ 182 countrie for 020,
5th and 1st districts of Camarines far from ]I .ore other hig ily v ner-
Sur, respectively; Lorenz Defender of able but prepared counti es St has
Iloilo rd district; Gus Tambunting of Singapore md Japan, wh, 'h rank 6th
Parafiaque City 2nd district; Gerville and 19th, espectively,
Luistro of Batangas City and Paolo The rep Irtfound that sian ( un-
Duterte of Davao City 2nd district, tries only eceived 25 pe cent ( the
Jeffrey Soriano, Edvic Yap and [oc- reported ~;lobal climat fma cial
elyn Tulfo of ACT-CISpartylist and flows eac year, with $113 billion
Eric Go Yap of Benguet and Quezon going to 1 countries, inc uding the
City 2nd District Ralph Wendel Tulfo; Philippines, from 2013 to 2020.
Richard Gomez of 4th district Leyte; It said nly a third of Asia's cli-
Bernadette Herrera of BH partyl- mate finan:e went to help cou:.tries
ist; Edwin Olivares of 1st district adapt and Jpe with clima --inc ced
Paraiiaque City; and Jonathan Keith harm, wh le two-third we t to
Florez of 2nd district Bukidnon, mitigatior initiatives, partie arly
among others. into the h ge Asian transpor d

ell t fl I g energy see: )rs./ ma e nanc n A major y of climate fi iancir g to
Following the impact of Severe Asia courri ies also came as loans, it

Tropical Storm Paeng, non-govern- added.
ment organization Oxfam Pilipinas Oxfam described the en ev-
urged the international community els as "woe [ully inadequate," noting
to provide vulnerable countries like that said Asian countries need 1.3
the Philippines with more substantial trillion a y ar from now J 20' or
and quality climate financing. $371 billio: a year, withe LItfa or-

Oxfam yesterday released its ing in Chin ,to meet their stirn ted
report assessing the state of climate climate needs.
finance in Asia, particularly in coun- Among tlheAsian countries
tries that are most vulnerable to the veyed by Ixfam, the Phihpp nes
impact of climate change. ranked fifth in terms of th am unt

"The Philippines, like many other of climate nancing rece ed j om
Asian countries, ranks really high in 2013 to 2021
terms of climate vulnerability and However; most of the $78 bi, ion
really low when it comes to climate received by the country were from
readiness, according to our 'Climate debt instruments, the repo said.
Finance in Asia' report," said Ox- "Of the annual average of $972
fam Pilipinas country director Lot million wo th of climate fine-ice
Felizco. received by the Philippines, more

"Even though we are working on than half or $528 million are from
measures to' improve our prepared- co ncessionlal debt in strurne-rts
ness, every time we are hit by ex- while $364 nillion are from non-
treme weather events such as Paeng, concession I debt instruments,"
we have to deal with further loss, Oxfam sai .
making it even harder to be ready for~ Sunil Ac larya, Oxfarr's Asia
the climate crisis," she added. regional poljcy and campaigns co-

The Philippines ranked 10th ordinator, said countries vulnerable
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to climate change do not need more
debt that divert fund's for social
services.

"We are forced to look rather cyni-
cally at the climate financing of the
multinational institutions because
the majority of their money is wind-
ing up as Asian foreign debt. It's dif-
ficult for Asian countries to maintain
health and education budgets when
they're taking on more debt to pay
for climate damage that they did little
to cause," he said. ..

Nat'l Land Use bill
Four administration lawmakers

are pushing for the approval of the
National Land Use bill, which they
filed in the House of Representatives
and aims to prevent further damage
and protect local communities from
the wrath of typhoons and disasters.
. The objective of HB 3956 is to in-

stitute a national policy that would
ensure the efficient and sustainables"
use of the country's land and physi-
cal resources as a means to provide
long-term safeguards to communi-
ties that are vulnerable to climate
change.

"We often mention the National
Land UseAct (NLUA)in the contextof
.ensuring food security by,for one, pre-
venting the conversion of agricultural
lands to housing and commercialproj-
ects," Davao City Rep. Paolo Duterte,
the bill's primary author, said.

"But the rational and efficientplan-
ningand use of our land resources is
also vital in ensuring that we get to
identify high-risk and danger-prone
locations in our communities," the son
of former president Duterte explained.

Duterte made the remarks-in light
of the recent destruction brought

.by Paeng in Maguindanao, which
resulted in nearly a hundred deaths
caused mostly by landslides, which
demonstrate the direct impact
of proper planning and use of land
resources on saving lives.

Reps. Eric Go Yap (Benguet), Ed-

vic Yap and Jeffrey Soriano of party,
list ACT-CIS also co-authored HE
3956, that aims to establish clear pa··
rameters on the utilization of all land
and physical resources in the country
by institutionalizing a National Land
Use Policy law.

The bill outlines land use policies
to determine areas allocated for ago
ricultural production, housing and
settlements, energy development,
industries and other economically
productive sites and protected zones
for environmental sustainability.

"Given the country's approxi'
mate land area of 300,000 square ki
lometers, there is a need for a corn-
prehensive and responsive Ian
use policy to address the impact
of deforestation and urbanization
on food, housing, business healt:
and environment," they stated ir'.
the bill .

The bill mandates the Depart]
ment of Environment and Natural.
Resources and other concerne ,
government agencies and bodies ' ,
delineate and continuously update
the mapping of hazard prone and
vulnerable areas in the country.

"These maps shall be shared ano.
disseminated to LGUs which shall
SUbsequently guide them in thE:t
preparation of their owri hazards ..
constrained development and physi ..
cal framework and land use plans."
the bill stated. ~/

The NLUA bill has been certified
as urgent by the previous adminis-
tration, where the elder Duterte sai
the law "will address our competing
land requirements for food, hous-
ing business, and environmental
conservation." The measure didn'l
pass, however.

HB 3956also calls for the creation•
of National Land Use Policy Coun-
cil, which will serve as the highesl
policy-making body on all matters
pertaining to land use developmen .
and management. - With Delo
Porcalla, Janvic Mateo
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CSDLETTERS
'GENUINE' LAW TO HELP IPS PROTECT THEIR ANCESTRAL LAND NEEDED
A RECENT study showed the
many problems and issues as-
sociated with the ancestral land

, of the indigenous people (IP).
Some of these are Philippine
laws, declarations, and admin-
istrative orders that conflict
with the IPs' needs and prac-
tices. The recognition and pro-
tection of indigenous peoples'
rights are one of the struggles
that have been carried out av-
idly for countless years today.

As the struggle continues,
our government should uphold
the rights of in igenous peo-
ples by crafting a policy for the
full recognition and inclusion
of IPs in the national and lo-
cal agenda. Instead of blocking
them for many years, national
policies that protect and up-
hold their rights should be con-
sistent and strengthened.

The policy brief, "The Strug-
gle Continues: Uphold the

Rights of Indigenous Peoples,"
published by Konrad Adenauer
Stiftung in 2011, stated: "In the
Philippines, the passage of the
Indigenous Peoples', Rights Act
(Ipra) on October 29, 1997, caused
similar jubilation that rever-
berated even from the farthest
outskirts of the Philippine soci-
ety, home to approximately 14
to 15 million indigenous peoples
sub-divided further into 110 eth-
nolinguistic groups. The common
understanding then was finally a
national law to protect and up-
hold the rights of the indigenous
peoples has come at last."

Ipra enabled the establish-
ment of the National Commis-
sion on Indigenous Peoples
(NCIP), which under the law is
mandated to "protect and pro-
mote the interest and well-be-
ing of the ICCs/IPs with due
regard to their beliefs, customs,
traditions, and institutions."

However, on at least one oc-
casion, the NCIP has disregarded
an IP protest and played loud
music instead. NCIP's action and
use ofIP's instrumentto distract
the protest were not welcoming,
and led to questioning Ipra's im-
plementation: Is the law even
effective? IPs themselves have
demanded the abolition of Ipra
as it does not provide protection
against unlawful procedures.

The IPs need good gover-
nance and legitimate laws that
will ensure their hold on an-
cestral lands and domains, not
those that offer false hope only.
Among the bills filed to protect
IPs and rights to their lands is
House Bill No. 639 or the pro-
posed Indigenous Peoples and
Local Communities Conserved
Areas Act. Among others, the
bill aims to strengthen IPs by
recognizing their contribution
to biodiversity conservation and

- 2-22
1>1\11

e.stablish ng the national indig-
1~10US mmunity conserved
,:ceas re istry. The Tagbanuas'
ancestral territory in Paiawan is
an exam le of such an area, and
they ho or its importance to
them by only using traditional
fishing m thods.

Now, more than ever, the
governm nt must recognize
11.e role f indigenous commu-
ni ties as partners in the con-
SE rvatio of protected areas.
1 side fro abolishing Ipra, the
immedia e passing of genuine
laws pro ecting their ancestral
lands sh! uld be prioritized.

N'e shou rl not let foreign cap-
italists a d dominant powers
e~ploit eir re ources. Let's
lis ten to hem and give IPs the
crance to speak for themselves.

A 3DUL Hf'\FIZ T. MALAWANI,
Mindanaq, State Unive 'sity
Marawi

--__-, ----~---------~--------------~~----------r-~~
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DENR should wait on'

proposed mining changes
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ALTHOUGH it was presumably not what it intended,
the Department of Environment and Natural Resources
(DENR) seems to have caused alarm among stakehold-

ers and others impacted by the mining industry with a recent
announcement that it is pursuing amendments to the 1995
Mining Act. The proposal is even more concerning because
no details were offered about what those changes might be.

As a matter of fact, the statement by Environment Undersecre-
tary Jonas Leones at a meeting of the Philippine Mining Club may
have even overstepped his own boss' plans. In a statement just
days earlier, Environment Secretary Maria Antoniya Yulo-Loyzaga
said that the department was starting work on creating a natural
capital accounting system to better assess priorities and "apply a
climate-risk lens" to the work of the DENR.The secretary's remarks
certainly seemed to imply that the natural capital accounting
system was a prerequisite to any significant policy changes.

In his comments to the mining stakeholders" Mr. Leones
said: "In fact, all environmental laws need revision. These are
laws existing for 20 years already, so there might be a need
to revisit the mining laws - not to make it difficult for the
mining or investment for the mining sector but basically, we
need to identify some other technologies that can enhance
our cooperation in mining areas. "

Leones added, "Whatever the outcome of the revision will
also be beneficial to the industry. "

To be fair to the undersecretary, there is not necessarily
anything wrong with reviewing and reassessing existing laws,
but by the same token, suggesting a direction for that - in
this case, finding ways to improve the business environment
for mining - before overall priorities have even been identi-
fied is at best putting the cart before the horse.

We have always maintained that mining is an important
economic sector for the Philippines, given its abundant min-
eral resources, and that the country should seek to maximize
its benefits. However, this effort must be undertaken with the
understanding that mining is unavoidably environmentally
and socially disruptive, and that the resources are finite.
Therefore, it can only be carried out under conditions where
negative e vironmental impacts can be prevented or repaired,
where affected communities, especially Indigenous communi-
ties, can benefit rather than be disrupted or displaced by it,
and where added downstream value can be captured.

I Clear, consistent pollcl es

Even within those strict bounds ther are still many oppor-
tunities for mining investment and development. In spite of
frequent calls to liberalize restriction on foreign investment,
investors here and elsewhere around t e world have indicated
that clear and reliably consistent poli ies are more important
to their investment, decisions tlan own rship limits. It does not
matter so much what the boun Is are, a long as the prospective
investor can count on them rernainin constant. This is espe-
cially important in the mining industry, where any significant
investment can take years or even decades to generate returns.

From the point of view of the mining industry, the proposal
to amend the Mining Act only indicates that the investment
environment continues to be uncertain, and perhaps too risky.
Even though it was signed into law in 1995, the Mining Act
was really only in force for about six years, between 2005 and
2011; it was tied up in court challenges for nearly 10 years
after its passage, and then was subsequently s spended by an
executive order of former presi dent Benigno Aquino 3rd, who
wished to rework the revenue-i .haring aspects of the law. That
was finally accomplished by the Duterte adm nistration, but
a lengthy and disruptive - albeit necessary - review process
for mining operations and then the Covid-19 pandemic inter-
vened. Little wonder then that the counter-suggestion of the
mining stakeholders was that the law's implementing rules
and regulations should be rev ewed and revised, rather than
the law itself; despite being 2, years old, the \1.ining Act has
never quite been fully implem ented.

It may very well be that, once all the factors re considered,
a new mining law or significa 11 changes to the existing one
are needed. But now is not the time; the DENR should focus
on the path described by Secretary Y lo-Loyzaga, and first
lay the proper groundwork fOJ a revie of the Mining Act.
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Bundok ng

basurang plastik
HANGGANG ngay,on, hindi pa rin natututo ang

mga taon~ bumlbislta sa sementeryo. Wala pa
rin silang dislplina sa pagtatapon ng kanilang mga
basura. Kahit malinaw na nakalagay sa mga gate ng
sementeryo na huwaQ iiwanan ang basura sa mga
bibisitahing puntod, handi rin ito nasunod at naging
basurahan na naman ang mQa sementeryo kahapon.

Maraming sementeryo sa bUOng bansa ang namu-
laldak sa plastic na basura at nakaamba ang la10pang
paglubha ng plastic pollution. Dalawang taon na
narnahinga ang mga sementeryo dahil ~wal ang ~
tungo nang rnaraming tao sa mga sertlf!I1teryo upang
makaiwas sa COVlD-19. Pero "98Yon, balik na naman sa
dating nakaririrnarim na tanawan ang mga sementeryo.

Karaniwang rnga sin:/e.1e-useplaStics anQ basorang
nakakalatsa mgasemayo-Sachet ng ~n-1 coffee,
P.lastIc cup ng noodles, plastic wrapper ng biskuwit at
lba pang pagkain, ~pping bags ~ mga plastic cover
ng bulaldak: Nagmtstuaang maJaking basurahan ang
rnga semelltelyo. Kung kailan lilinisil ang gabundolt
na basura sa mgasemerdel yo aywalang rnaka~bi.

Kapag ang ",ga basurang plastic sa sementeryo
ay inabutan ng panibagong Bagyong Queenie, at
nagkaroon na naman ng pagbat\a, tiyak na sa ilog
at mga sapa aanurin ang mga ito at saka hahantong
sa dagat. Maraming maaapektuhan kasama na ang
mga lamandagat.

Sinabi minsan ni President Ferdinand Marcos
Jr. ang problema ng Pilipinas ukol sa plastic ponu-
tion kung saan, ikatlo ang Pilipinas sa nag-aambaQ
ng mga basurang plastic sa karagatan. Sinabi m
Marcos na tutulong ang Pilipinas sa paglilinis sa
mga basura na nasa karagatan. Hindi umano tatali-
kuran ang responsibilidad sa basura sa karagatan.

Ipinanukala naman ng Department of Finance na
buwisan ang single-use plastics p'ara kumita an~
pamahalaan. Malaki umano ang kikitain kapag ipl-
natupad ito. Wala pang linaw kung magkakaroon ng
katuparan ang panulaila.

Kikita ang parnahalaan sa pagbubuwis sa single-
use plastics subalit walang malinaw na nakikita kung
paano rnasosolusyunan ang plastic pollution. liyak
na patuloy ang produksiyon ng plastic kahit pa taasan
ng buwis. Dapat magkaroon din ng kampanya ang
parnahalaan kUng paano maitatapon nang maayos ng
mamamayan ang mga plastic upang maiwasan ang

agkasira ng kapaligiran. Ibawal ang pagtatapon sa
saan--saan at ipatupad ang recycling ng basura.
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Bruised, not clobbered
JUST a superficial wound, not a serious injury.

Considering previous destructive onslaughts of extreme
weather disturbances, call Paeng's sweep of certain areas of
the COWltry as "just a scratch".

There is no extensive devas tation approxima ting a na tional
calamity.

The damage has so far been located and identified in local
areas; no concentrated in a vast region.

Therefore, no need to declare a national state of calamity
after Severe Tropical StormPaeng ravaged different parts of the
COW1try.

President Marcos has assessed the damage as "highly
localized".

Paeng weakened into a tropical storm status on Sunday but
re-intensified into a severe tropical storm on Monday as it
continues to move over the West Philippine Sea, according to
Philippine Atmospheric, Geophysical and Astronomical Ser-
vices Administration.

The President made this remark a day after the National
Disaster Risk Reduction and Management Council announced
on Sunday that ithas submitted a resolution recommending a
declaration of anational state of calamity which would trigger
a price freeze and allow the release of emergency funds.

"I don't think it's necessary. I came to that conclusion in
consultation with DENR [Department of Environment and
Natural Resources]. They said it wasn't extensive. The dam-
age is highly localized," he told reporters in a press briefing in
Noveleta, Cavite. .

Citing government reports, he said only three provinces--
Quezon, Cavite, and Maguindanao -- suffered the most dam-
age to infrastructure.

"We're talking about the east coast Quezon, dito sa Cavite,
and then Maguindanao. Those are the areas. It does need to
have ... like in the Visayas there's no need for anational calamity.
For Region 1,2,it doesn't warrant a national calamity," he said.

The President said it was enough for the NDRRMC to
implement the state of calamity status in specific areas only.

"I think we will focus better if we stay with the calamity
status as we have now," he added.

On Sunday, theNDRRMC declared a state of calamity in 55
areas in the Bicol (Region 5),Bangsamoro Autonomous Region
in Muslim Mindanao, and Soccsksargen (Region 12).

These areas were heavily devastated by Paengwhich brought
massive flooding and landslides that resulted to casualties.

As of posting time, the NDRRMC said the number of dam-
aged houses stood at 4,188 worth around P12.415 million, 37
damaged infrastructure that costs P757.841 million, and agri-
cultural damage was pegged at over P435.464 million.
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A wake up call
WITHOUTdoubt, good lessons can be learned fro n
the series of natural disasters that claimed the li '4~S
of people and destroyed billions of pesos worth )f
property and agricultural cops.

And with the worsening of climate change, '~W-
phoons, storms, flooding, landslides, long drou ~lt
are likely to continue terrorizing Filipinos and t te
rest of the people throughout the globe.

The Philippines is one of the world's eountr-i ss
most vulnerable to climate change conditions.
, Acknowledged as a wake-up call, the series )f

calamities, including a strong earthquake that r t-
tIed Abra and surrounding provinces, rava Ed
agriculture- and infrastructure.

The natural disasters rendered homeless tho 11-
sands of people, mostly farmers and fisherm ~D,
living in low-lying areas and other flood and 1m: cl-
slide-prone communities.

Concerned govermnent authorities have been
stating, quite clearly, that there's a need to eva 11-
ate residents to safer ground before strong win Is
and heavy rains batter their communities.

"Huwag nating hintayin na sapilitan tayong li-
sin sa ating mga bahay kung tayo'y nakatira m il-
apit sa mga daanan ng tubig at paanan/gilid 19
bundok," according to a barangay official.

Likewise, it appears urgent on the national gnv-
ernment to now establish per-marren t fully-
equipped evacuation centers throughout the P ril-
ippines, particularly in flood-prone barangays

Utilizing public school buildings as tempor ry
evacuation centers adversely affects the educatjl m
of our children.

With the widespread devastation wrought )y
Tropical Storm Paeng, intensifying the camp 19n
to mitigate the impact of climate change is a m rve
in the right direction.

~"02-22
DATF.
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I Project NOAH

or Noah's ark
Inthl f~ce of real climate

chan e, Filipino leaders, from
the ational down to local

executives, now have to make a
choice: 0 with Project NOAH
and its menu of programs for
disaster itigation and avoidance
or live nd let live on different
versions of Noah's ark.

Whilr doing some research on typhoons that
have stTck the Philippines, I listed all the major or
destru ive typhoons that hit the country. For those
of you ho were around on Nov. 14, 1970 to be exact,
I'm cert in that you will never forget the rainmaker
called Typhoon Yoling that ripped through the
Greater Manila area. We were all unprepared for the
never before experienced "super typhoon" which
dumped so much rain that many kilometers of the.
only existing "National Highway" went underwater
and only amphibious vehicles and US Army 6x6
surplus trucks were usable going north.

Since then the Philippines has been victimized
by nu~erous typhoons and, beginning from 2009,
things ~ave gone progressively worse as typhoons
went fr m average to super storms. In 2009, Typhoon
Ondoy unk.the eastern part of Metro Manila where
flood waters reached up to the second floor of many
homes, washed away hundreds of cars and destroyed
business establishments. In 2011 Typhoon Sendong
arrived just before the Christmas holidays rutting
Cagayan de Oro, Iligan, etc. It was mud everywhere,
pitch black at night and for weeks people were still
trying to find loved ones after the great mudslide.
In December 2012 Typhoon Pablo struck with super
typhoOlr strength, with most of the damage caused
by strong winds. On Nov. 8, 2013 the unforgettable
mother of typhoons Yolandahit the Visayas and killed
thousands upon thousands of Filipinos by way of a
storm surge that many now call a tsunami.

On July 14, 2014 Typhoon Glenda registered as
only one of the three super typhoons on record in the
South ghina Sea and hit the eastern seaboard of the
Philippmes and crossed over all the way through the
Calabanzon region and Palawan. Then came Lando
in 2015, followed by Ramil in 2017, Ompong in 2018,
Rolly in 2020 which was so destructive they retired the
name frpm the roster of typhoons. Last year, 2021, at
the height of COVIDwe experienced Typhoon Odette,
and just last weekend we all got soaked, flooded and
muddied or buried by Typhoon Paeng! The typhoons
I listed ~ere are only those that left high death tolls
or phys cal destruction.

TYPlioonsare a part of life in the tropics but unlike
40 year~ ago, today's typhoons feel like they come
out of e Marvel Galaxy. Oftentimes their impact is
incomprehensible. But the thing is, if we only learned
to prioritize scienceand technologyoverpoliticalfiction
and conflict,we could spare ourselves so much misery.

Yesterday, I got to interview Dr. Mahar Lagmay,
executi e director ofProjectNoah and the UPResilience
Institute to find out ifthey have anything that couldhelp
President BongbongMarcosin addressing the challenge
brought about by apparent climate change and the
super disasters that come with them. Yes,they do, and
it has long been available, except politics sid$fined the

_pro'ect's v u!.~se~fulnlli}ges~s!......~~~~
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As the story goes, after the massive destruc1tlon

caused by Typhoon Sendo g in 2011, president
Noynoy Aquino called for .he government and
scientists to come up with .Il disaster prevention
and mitigation system in the Philippines. Various
.departments and agencies and members of the
Philippine scientific community got together and
formed a program that not [mly studied weather
disturbances but also studied locations, geography,
geology, population, enviroru ent, etc. Bycombining
different inputs, the program could simulate different
scenarios and impacts. By 2~112, th~ program was
launched and put through j'ts initial phases and
presumably would undergo urther improvements
over time and as more events and data are recorded.
Dv'\side from having weather related functions, the
program was capable of evah ating certain,locations,
its stability in the face of increasing human traffic,
development and environmental impact, threats or
hazards. More importantly, th ~program can evaluate
scenarios based on differert threat levels or data
below or greater than observe ,ior recorded historical
information. This way, decis .on makers don't rely
merely on the past, because climate change has2a e
much of it obsolete if not irre evant.

I recall that just before CO 'ID came about, ne of
the biggest concerns was tl- geological instability
of mountainous areas in tht'·Cordilleras. It gained
national attention when min. 's seeking shelter were
buried alive after heavy rains . d from then on, public
attention was drawn to how unstable the h:ghland
areas up north were due ~o mining, ~etable
farming and residential grO\~th. Even the governor
of a province below the Con illera area corr.plained
that the flooding in their pt,(!Ivincewas not locally
generated but due to the loss Ifforest cover, farming
and logging in provinces abo re them. Since then we
have all heard about areas de :lared as Red Zones or
highly unstable and subject t landslides.

After so many people were buried ,n the landslide
or mudslide in Maguindanao no less than President
Bongbong Marcos wants answers about climate
change, mudslides, etc., and 1 • ghtly so because all the
flooding and mudslides won' be sol ed or managed
in a few years but by using he Program I'\I ah for
starters, PBBM can at least' separate science from
fiction, politics from solutior .

According to Dr. Lagrna , an updated version
could be developed in sixman s if al~the ingredients
are on the table, as well as fun ling. I hope PBBMalso
looks into the impact of new roadsl and highways
that end up becoming unfo eseen canals for flood
waters due to poor planning md research as well as
establishment of safer towns ips. The President can
now be the unifying force th t will call toge her the
best and brightest minds in thEPhilippines to address
disaster prevention and management.

-'--
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House reps renew push for bills
relating to climate change
In typhoon's aftermath
LAWMAKERS on Tuesday renewed calls to
fast-track the passage of bills that are seen
to help mitigate the impact of changing
weather patterns, including measures on
land use and the creation of a department
on disaster management.

House Bill 3956 or the proposed Na-
tional Land Use Act of the Philippines seeks
to establish parameters on land utilization
and physical resources to protect vulner.-
able communities from climate change-

. related disasters.
"The bill outlines land use policies to

determine areas allocated for agricultural
production, housing and settlements,
energy development, industries, and
other economically productive sites,
and protected zones for environmental
sustainability," Davao City Rep. Paolo Z.
Duterte, one of the authors of the bill, said
in a statement.

"The rational and efficient planning and
use of our land resources are also vital in
ensuring that we get to identify high-risk
and danger-prone locations in our com-
munities," he said.

The proposed law is included in the prior-
ity measures listed by President Ferdinand R.
Marcos, Jr.

Manila Rep. Joel R. Chua, meanwhile,
said the aftermath of tropical storm Nalgae,
locally named Paeng, underscores the need
to create a department focusing on disaster
management.

He noted that the House of Representa-
tives in the previous Congress approved a
measure for the establishment of Department
of Disaster Resilience (DDR).

A counterpart bill was not passed by the
Senate as several legislators questioned its
practicality and the funding required to set up
another department.

"The House has been approving DDR bills,
those bills are later met by s~iff but baseless
opposition," Mr. Chua said.

Ang Probinsyano Party-list Rep. Alfred C.
Delos Santos, for his part, pushed for House
Bill 1915,which seeks the inclusion of evacua-
tion policies for livestock and work animals in
disaster response.

"The government lacks guidelines on
. this. There should be efforts to evacu-
ate livestock and work animals because
families and enterprises especially in the
provinces will depend on these animals'

post-disaster for their livelihood," he
said in a statement. - Matthew Carl L.
Monteclllo and Kyanna Angela Bulan
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PH must be compensated
for climate change impact

By Jester Manalastas
A lawmaker said the Philippines has the right to Claim loss
and damage compensation from international groups due to
the onslaught of Typhoon Paeng.

According to Albay Representative Joey Salceda, chairman of
the House Committee on Ways and Means, countries like the
Philippines must continue to push for acknowledgment and
compensation for "loss and damage" as he pointed out that
Typhoon Paeng wasn't supposed to be that strong, and yet killed
several dozens of people due to stronger than expected floods.

"Climate change kills. There is loss and damage. And countries
like the Philippines that are the most at-risk due to its impacts have
a moral responsibility and the moral ascendancy to fight for the
principle of loss and damage," Salceda said.

Loss and damage, in international climate law, refers to the
permanent loss or reparable damage caused by climate change,
including extreme weather events like typhoons, as well as slow-
onset events such as sea-level rise.

Salceda, who was formerly the Co-Chair of the United Nations
Green Climate Fund, will be part of the Philippine delegation to
the Conference of Parties (COP) 27, or the 2022 United Nations
Climate Change Conference, set in Egypt this year.

"International aid and green financing are not enough. There
has to be some form of compensation to the most vulnerable-and
affected countries;' he said.

Due to climate risks, we are now the most at-risk country in the
world according to the 2022 Global Risk Report.

"Arguably, nobody is more affected by climate change than we
are. 1£ we are soft on this position, we throw other climate-
vulnerable countries under the bus. So, we have to be strong on loss
and damage," Salceda said.

"Paeng isn't even that strong, as far as typhoons in the October-
November season go. Some 45 people dead during a 'normal'
storm is no small matter. It's the climate problem manifesting
itself in the death toll," he added.

The typhoon didn't even hit Mindanao, as far as landfalls go,
but most of the dead is from Mindanao. More communities are
becoming vulnerable to the effects of stronger weather events.". .
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YOUTH URGED TO LEAD FIGHT
VS CLIMATE DISINFORMATION

By Mariejo S. Ramos
@MariejoRamosINQ

As world leaders gather next
week to take action against cli-
mate crisis, the country's for-
mer chief climate negotiator
called on young people to take
the lead in combating climate
disinformation and correcting
"decades of neglect" on critical
issues affecting the planet.

Speaking in an online fo-
rum ahead of the 2022 UN
Climate Change Conference,
Naderev "Yeb" Safio, execu-.
tive director of Greenpeace
Southeast Asia, said the
youth are a "driving force
. against dislnformation and
misinformation" fueled by
persistent campaigns of cli-
mate polluters.

He cited the fossil fuel in-
dustry has been historically
known to spread false informa-
tion on the connection of fossil
fuels and climate change.

'Digital natives'
"Because young people are

.digital natives, it is easier for
them to understand and en-
gage with these issues. They
are leading the action to tear
down false myths and broken
narratives surrounding fos-
sil fuels and climate change,"
Sano said during the sixth epi-
sode of the "Stories for a Better
Reality" talks on Oct. 28 of the
Department. of Environment
and NaturalResources, the Cli-
mate Change Commission and
other groups.

He said the youth as the
biggest segment of the popula-
tion should be given the pow-
er to lead the calls for climate
justice as "inheritors of both
problems and solutions."

Aware of the "problems and
deceptions brought by corpo-
rations and governments who
value money and profit over

people and climate," Safio urged
young climate activists to "lead
the calls for a return to valuing life
and life-forms, human rights, the
environment and justice."

The Sixth Assessment Report
of the Intergovernmental Panel
on Climate Change said the world
is set to reach the L5 degrees Cel-
sius warming limit in just two de-
cades.

'Window is closing'
Safio said "only the most

drastic cuts on carbon emis-
sions could halt this."

"Until now, more public
and private funds go to fossil
fuels instead of climate solu-
tions. Abolishing fossil fuel
subsidies alone would lead to
emissions reductions of up to
'10 percent by 2030," he said.

The United Nations Environ-
ment Programme warned in its
recent emissions gap report that
the "window is closing" on cli-
mate mitigation efforts, unless
emissions are cut by as much as
45 percent eight years from now
"to avoid global catastrophe."

Chuck Baclagon, campaign-
er for environmental group 350.
org, said the latest emissions gap
report was proof that "as far as
climate science is concerned, it
[should be] all hands on deck to
organize, society in such a way
that it no longer relies heavily on
fossil fuels to power its economy.

However, Baclagon
. stressed that for decarboniza-
tion to occur in societies, there
has to be a "robust community
ownership of climate action."

. "The imperative to act is not
only about ensuring collective
survival, but rather to stir the tra-
jectory of development toward
one that puts equity and ecology
ahead of the financial interests of
the wealthy. This must be at the
center of economic development
in the context of climate change,"
he said. INQ
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DIRER 'PAENG'
PICTURE FORMS:

112 DEAD, 101
CALAMITY AREAS
By Frances Mangosing
and Angel Yabut
@Team_Inquirer

More deaths have been record-
ed due to landslides and flood-
ing triggered by the heavy rain-
fall brought by Severe Tropical
Storm "Paeng" (international
name: Nalgae), raising the num-
ber of fatalities nationwide to
112, the National Disaster Risk
Reduction and Management
Council (NDRRMC) said on
Tuesday.

More than half, or 61 of the
deceased, were from the Bang-
samoro Autonomous Region in
Muslim Mindanao (BARMM),
which was not in Paeng's path
but was battered by heavy rains

. induced by the fourth tropical
storm to hit the country for the
month of October.

The NDRRMCsaid 34 people
remained missing, down from
the 63 people earlier reported
as unaccounted for on Monday.

Paeng affected 2.4 million
individuals in 17 regions across
the country, with 865,000 peo-
ple displaced and taking -12
shelter in more than 2,700
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DIRER 'PAENG' P CIURE EMERGES: 112 DEAD. 161 Cj~LA AS
FROMA1
evacuation centers nationwide,
the NDRRMC said.

The storm also damaged
6,542 houses valued at P12-4
million, and caused P1.3 billion
in losses in agriculture, affect-
ing 53,575 farmers and 58,000
hectares of crops, it added.

As of Tuesday, 161 areas
were placed under a state of ca-
lamity, the disaster agency said.

The declaration of a state
of calamity will enable local
government units to use their
calamity funds and hasten re-
lief and rehabilitation efforts.
The move will also be an effec-
tive mechanism to control the
prices of essential commodities
since a price freeze is automat-
ically in effect in areas under a
state of calamity.

A fifth weather disturbance
at followed Paeng, named

"Queenie" after it entered the

. Philippine area of responsibili-
ty (PAR) on Monday, has weak-
ened from a tropical depression
to a low pressure area, the state
weather agency Philippine Atmo-
spheric, Geophysical and Astro-
nomical Services Administration
(Pagasa) reported on Tuesday.

Light to moderate, and at
times heavy, rains are to be
expected over areas in Caraga
and Davao Occidental between
the afternoon of Nov. 1 until
morning of Nov. 2, but no wind
signals were hoisted, according
to Pagasa.

The agency advised residents
in places prone to flooding and
rain-induced landslides to fol-
low'evacuation and instructions
from their local government.

The low pressure area was
last spotted east of Hinatuan,
Surigao del Sur, and was mov-
ing generally westward. It is ex-
pected to dissipate in the early
morning of Nov. 2.

Queenie entered PAR as
a tropical storm on Oct. 31. It

suffered cardiac arrest and two
others were covered by mounds
of earth following a landslide.

Antique had the most num-
ber of fatalities with 11, fol-
lowed by Aklan with 6; Capiz, 6,
and Iloilo, 5.

The disaster teams also re-
ported 10 missing persons-in-
cluding six from Antique, two
from Iloilo province, and one
each from Aklan and Negros
Occidental.

At least 298,708 families
or 1,130,651 persons from 1,865
barangays across six provinces
and the highly urbanized cities
of Iloilo and Bacolod were af-
fected by Paeng, of whom 21,893
families stayed at 935 evacua-
tion centers in the region.

At least 4,550 houses in
Western Visayas were dam-
aged while 512 others were
destroyed, according to the
Department of Social Welfare
and Development in Western
Visayas (DSWD-6).

In Calabarzon (Cavite, Lagu-

na, Batangas, Rizal and Quezon),
police on Tuesday tallied six more
people who died reportedly from
drowning at the height of Paeng's
wrath, raising to 28 the latest
number of fatalities in Luzon.

State of calamity
Three provinces and four

cities in the Bicol and Calabar-
zon regions were placed under
a state of calamity due. to the
mounting number of fatalities
and losses caused by Paeng.

The province of Albaywas
among the first to make the
declaration on Oct. 29, a few
hours after the storm made its
landfall in Catanduanes and Ca-
marines Sur provinces, accord-
ing to Gov. Noel Rosal.

Quezon province and its
capital, Lucena City, declared
a state of calamity on Monday.

In Catanduanes, where
Paeng made its first landfall on
Saturday morning, the Sanggu-
nian Panlalawigan placed the
island province under a state of

weakened into a tropical de-
pression in the morning of Nov.
1before turning inti) a low pres-
sure area in the a fternoon of
the same day.

Five of the 1i' tropica cy-
clones that entere d PAR this
year were in October alon , in-
cluding Queenie.

The estimated cost of am-
age caused by Paeng on the
agriculture sector .eached P1.3
billion. This adds to the P114
million and P50~: million in
farm losses due to fropical De-
pressions "Maymay" and "Ne-
neng" that struck on Oct. 11and
Oct. 13, respectively.

Higher iou
Of the deaths related to

Paeng, 28 were frOIT.Western Vi-
sayas, according to \lata from the
Regional Disaster Risk Reduc-
tion and Managerne nt Council in
Western Visayas (UDRRMC-6).

It said 24 of them died of
drowning after be' ng swept by
floodwaters, while two persons

calamity on Monday. The same
was also declared" in the cities
of Bifian, San Pedro and San
Pablo in Laguna provi nee.

In northern Luzon, the
province of Cagayan zas placed
under a state of c amity on
Oct. 24 after it sustained more
than P1 billion in losses due to
damaged farms an structures
following the on; aught of
three storms that hi northern
Luzon from Oct. 12 to 20.

Ilocos Norte has been in a
state of calamity sin :I~Oct 17 in
the wake of the onslai .ght of Ty-
phoon "Neneng" (international
name: Nesat). The pre vince was
again placed under a state of ca-
lamity on Oct. 27 following the
magnitude 6-4 earthc uake that
struck northern Luzon provinces
on Oct 25. -WITH Rll1'ORTS FROM
JOEY MARZAN, DELFIN T IIIALLARI.lR.,

MICHAEL B. JAUCIAN, RE'( ANTHONY

OSTRlA, MADONNA T. VIOLA, VILLA--

MOR VISAYA JR., JOHN I~ICHAEL MU-

GAS, TONETTE OREJAS, e ANNA ROSE

AGLIBOT AND INQUIRER III SEARCH Q
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PHSpace Agency: 'Expected_unburned debris' po ;~

'considerable risk' to boats, planes passing through drop zones

By Joanna Rose Aglibot
@joannaglibotINQ

SAN ANTONIO, ZAMBALES-
Fishermen in this province raised
concern over the possibility of
floating debris at their fish-
ing ground that reportedly fell
from a Chinese rocket that was
launched. on Monday afternoon.

Bobby Roldan, a local fish-
erman and vice chair for Luzon
of fisherfolk group Pamalakaya,
said this debris could pose a dan-
ger to fishermen venturing out
into the West Philippine Sea.

"We urge the authorities to
ensure that the fishing grounds
of our fishers are cleared of
any possible debris caused by
China's recent rocket launch,"
Roldan told the Inquirer in a text
message on Tuesday.

On Monday, the Philippine
Space Agency (PhilSA)said a rock-
et was launched from the Wen-
chang Space Launch Center in
China's Hainan Island at 3:37p.m,
Philippine time that day.

In an advisory, PhilSA said
the rocket carried the Mengtian
laboratory module for the Tian-

gong space station, a research fa-
cility being built by China in orbit.

Traditional fishing ground
Citing the notice issued by

the Civil Aviation Administra-
tion of China to the Civil Avi-
ation Authority of the Philip-
pines, PhilSA said the identified
drop zone 1was about 72 kilo-

.meters from Bajo de Masinloc,
locally known as Panatag, or
Scarborough Shoal.

The shoal is about 240 km
from the coastline of Zambales
and serves as the ·traditional
fishing ground for fishermen in
Luzon. It is located inside the
country's 370-km exclusive eco-
nomic zone.

PhilSA said drop zone 2 was
some 39 km from Busuanga town
in Palawan province.

"Anticipated to fall within
these areas are the 'expected
unburned debris,' or parts of the
rocket designed to be discarded as
the rocket enters outer space,"
PhiiSA said.

It said these components got
separated from the rocket min-
utes after the launch and were

Actual drop zones
may also vary because

of various fa :tors,
such as the E~wth's

rotation, weather and
climate condi t ions

Philippine Space Agency

designed to float over bodies of
water to minimize the hazard of
falling into populated at eas.

"The booster stages are ex-
pected to fall on drop zo n~1, while
the rocket fairing is expected to fall
on drop zone 2,"PhilSA < dded.

Boats warned
Although PhilSA no :ed that

the debris from Long l~arch 58
would unlikely fall on lhnd fea-
tures or inhabited areas in the

~------------------------------------------------------------------
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MUNICIPAL WATERS ONLY A fisherman in Masinloc, Zambales,
checks on his gear on Oct. 15 as he gets ready for another day off

. fishing but only within the town's municipal waters. Masinloc
fishers are scared to venture to their fishing grounds in Panatag
(Scarborough) Shoal after getting harassed by China's coast
guard that claims the shoal as its territory. -JOANNAAGLIBOT

Philippine territory, falling de-
bris would still pose a "consider-
able risk" to ships, aircraft, fish-
ing boats, and other vessels that
will pass through the drop zones.

"Actual drop zones may also
vary because of various factors,
such as the Earth's rotation,
weather and climate conditions,"
it said.

It added: "There is also a
possibility for the debris to
float around the area and wash

toward nearby coasts."

'Threatened'
But Roldan described the

falling rocket debris as "highly
alarming," noting that debris
from a Chinese rocket had previ-
ously landed in Philippine waters
during an uncontrolled reentry.

He was referring to the sus-
pected fallen rocket fairings
from China's launch of one of
its rockets that were found by

Filipino fishermen near Mind-
oro Strait on July rr.

According to Loldan, China
has been failing in meeting "re-
sponsible standards" regarding
space debris.

He said this recent activity by
China would "endanger" Fllipi-
no fishermen, "w h0 are already
threatened by the Chinese pres-
ence in the Philipp ine exc usive
economic zone."

In 2012, China seized control
of Panatag Shoal after a tense
standoff with the Hilippine Navy,
which led the Philippine govern-
ment to file a case against China
before the internal ional arbitra-
tion court. The Philippines on in
the arbitration court but the rul-
ing was not recogn.i.Jsed by China

In recent years, Filipino fish-
ermen have been reportedly ha-
rassed by patrollin gChinese coast
guards in the area by driving them
away using water cannons

"We demand tle Marc s ad-
ministration to denounce China
over this reckless s.ct that could
possibly endanger G ny Philippine

• vessel present in our territorial
waters," Roldan said.rso

, I., ~.
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WASHINGTON, D.C.: An international
team of astronomers on Monday
announced the discovery of a
large asteroid whose orbit crosses
that of Earth, creating a small
chance far in the future of a cata-
strophic collision.

The l.5 kilometer- (0.9 mile-)
wide asteroid, named 2022 AP7,

was discovered in an area notori-
ously difficult to spot objects due
to the glare from the sun.

It was found along with two
.other near-Earth asteroids using a .
high-tech instrument on the Vic-
tor M. Blanco telescope in Chile
that was originally developed to
study dark matter.

"2022 AP7 crosses Earth's qrbit,
which makes it a poentially haz-
ardous asteroid, bu. it currently
does not now or anytime irl the
future have a trajectory that will
have it collide with the Ea ,"
said lead author of .he findings,
astronomer Scott She ppard a the

~ .sterol AS

• ASTEROID FROM A 1

Carnegie Institution for Science.
The potential threat comes

from the factthat like any orbit-
ing object, its trajectory will be
slowly modified due to myriad
gravitational forces, notably by
planets. Forecasts are therefore
difficult on the very long term.

The newly discovered asteroid
is "the largest object that is po-
tentially hazardous to Earth to
be discovered in the last eight
years, H said OIRLab, a US-fund-
ed research group that operates
multiple observatories. .

2022 AP7 takes five years to
circle the sun under its current
orbit, which at its closest point
to Earth remain several million
kilometers away.

The risk is therefore very
small, but in case of a collision,
an asteroid of that size "would
have a devastating impact on
life as we know it," said Shep-
pard. He explained that dust
launched into the air would
have a major cooling effect,

provoking an "extinction event
like hasn't been seen on Earth
in millions of years." His team's
results were published in the
scientific journal The Astro-
nomical Journal. The two other
asteroids pose no risk to Earth,
but one is the closest asteroid
to the sun ever found.

Some 30,000 asteroids of all
sizes - including more than 850
larger than a kilometer wide -
have been catalogued in the vi-
cinity of the Earth, earning them
the label "Near Earth Objects'
(NEOs). None of them threaten
Earth for the next 100 years.

According to Sheppard, there are
"likely 20 to 50 large NEOs left to
find," but most are on orbits that
put them in the sun's glare.

In preparation for a future discov-
ery of a more threatening object,
NASAconducted a test mission in
late September in which it collided
a spacecraft with an asteroid, prov-
ing that it was possible to change
its trajectory. AFP
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Republic of the Philippines
p~a-.!!ment of Environment and Natural Resourq
MlNESANDGEOSCIENCESBUREAU ..•.••.
Regional Office No. III
rt~~\?ge ~o.?;~~)d_o4~4~~~tfalGovernment Center, Brgy. Maimpis. CSFP
Ecrnail: region:l@mgb.gov.phlmgbr3@yahoo.com

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR
EXPLORATION PERMITOF

LUCIO MONTEMAYOR DE VERA
DESIGNATED AS EXPAOO0224 ill

Notice is hereby given pursuant to Section 21 of DENR Administrative Order
(DAO) No 20 10-21, the consolidated DAO for the Implementing Rules and
Regulations of Republic Act 7942, otherwise known as the Philippine Mini 19
Act of 1995, LUCIO MONTEMAYOR DE VERA with postal address al !6
Jersey Street, Project 8 Quezon City is the applicant of the applicat.cn/
proposal for Exploration Permit filed for the exploration of basalt, aggreg 11 es
and other associated minerals. particularly described as follows:
I. AEP Application No. - EXPA000224 III
II. Date of Filing - February 10, 2021
III. Area Location - San Mateo, Norzagaray, Bulacan
Technical Description of the Area:

CORNER
1
2
3
4
1

LATITUDE
14°52'30.00
14°53'00.00
14°53'00.00
14°52'30.00
14°52'30.00

LONGITUDE
121 °06'00.00
121 °06'00.00
121°06'30.00
121 °06'30.00
121 °06'00.00

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx,:}
Nothing follows

The Map/Sketch Plan with index map showing the nearest municipalityiies)
and major environmental feature(s) IS hereto attached.
The ,proposed Contract Area shall be subject to Section 19 of R.A. 7942, Sed on
15 ( Areas Closed to Mining Locations) and Section 16 ("Ancestral Lands") of
DENR Administrative Order No 2010-21, as amended, among other things:
a. The following shall be closed to mining locations: areas with valid and existing
mining rights, existing mining applications, and areas expressly prohibited by l iw;
b. The following shall also be closed to mining locations, except upon the WI; ten
consent of concerned government agency or private entity subject te the
evaluation and validation by the Bureau, areas near or under public or priv ate
buildings, cemeteries, archeological and historical sites, bridges, high I!ys,
waterways, reservoirs, darns, and other infrastructure projects, public or prii ate
works including plantations or valuable crops; .
"MINING SHALL BE PRO-PEOPLE AND PRO~ENVIRO ME T IN
SUSTAINING WEALTH CREATION AND IMPROVED QUALITY OF Lll 'E"
c. Applications for mineral agreement, financial or technical assistance agreements
and small scale mining permit; civil or military reservations; areas covered by
Certificate of Ancestral Domain claims; or areas of ancestral land as may be
defined by law shall require prior written consent of concerned individuals, grc ps
or other government agencies having jurisdiction over the area/s applied fi)'.
IV. Size of the Area 82.6749 hectares
V. Duration of the Permit:
The term of an Exploration Permit shall be for a period of two (2) years from
date of issuance tliereof, renewable for like period but not to exceed a total
term of four (4) years for non-metallic mineral exploration or six (6) years for
metallic-mineral exploration. Provided that no renewal of permit sha.l be
allowed unless the Permittee has complied with all the terms and condit ons
thereof, and has not been found guilty of violation of any provision of the Act
and its implementing rules and regulations.
VI. Relinquishment
The applicant is obliged to relinquish portions of the contract area that are not
needed for development and utilization pursuant to Section 26 of DAC) !No.
2010-21.
VII. E tent of Operation to be Undertaken
Involves exploration of basalt, aggregates and other associated minerals over
the applied area.
Any and all persons having adverse claims, protests or oppositions to the ~ iove
me tioned application are-hereby notified that their adverse claimls sho lid be
filed within ten (10) calendar days from the last date of publication! posting/radio
announcement~~ith the concerned Regional Office or through any concerned
PENRO or CENKO of the DENR for filing in the concerned Regional Office for
purpose of its Resolution by the Panel of Arbitrators and or the concerned
appellate body(ies) pursuant to the provisions of Republic Act 7942 and its
Implementing Rules and Regulations. Adverse claims, protests or opp'm,~ ions
should be accomplished in accordance with Section 203 and Z04 of D?, R
Administrative Order No. 20 10-21; and a copy thereof be furnished to the h erein
applicant/proponent by the adverse claimant.
For further particulars, apply or course your inquiries to- the Regional Director,
Mines and Geosciences Bureau, Regional Office No.3, located at M21~llipo
Street, Diosdado Macapagal Government Center, Barangay Maimpis, Ci'y of

: San Fernando, Pampanga.
~(Sgd.) ALiLO C. ENSOMO, JR.

Regional Director
i
~ Inancy_EXPAOOO224III Lucio De Vera
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