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__The President says it was clear in his mind that had mountains

MING

not been denuded above Barangay Kusiong, which

was nearly wiped off the face of the map by landslides and flash floods

last week, the tragedy would not have happened. A2
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Marcos at ground Zero:
Tree cuttmg to blame

FRONIAT

By Jerome Aning
@]eromeAn ingINQ

President Marcos on Monday
said trees should be planted
in the dennded uplands of the
two Maguindanao provinces (o
prevent a repeat of last week's
deadly landslides after see-
ing for himself what environ-
mentalists for years had been
warning the government on
what would happen not only
in Mindanao but also in other
parts of the country.

Mr. Marcos, accompanied
by Maguindanao del Sur Gov.
Bai- Mariam Sangki-Mangu-
dadatu, flew over the areas
devastated by the landslides
and flash floods that followed
heavy rains brought by Severe
Tropical Storm “Paeng” (inter-
national name; Nalgae).

“I was pointing out to the
governor that in all those plac-
es where there are trees, the
ground did not move. All the
damage that you saw on the
mountains, it's because they
were bald,” Mr. Marcos said.

“We know and we've been
hearing this over and over
again, but we continue cut-
ting trees, so what happens are
landslides like those,” he said.

After his aerial inspection, the
President and his party landed at
Datu Odin Sinsuat, capital of Ma-
guindanao del Norte, where he
met officials of the Bangsamoro
Autonomous Region in Muslim
Mindanao (BARMM).

Almost wiped off map

The town includes Baran-
gay Kusiong, which was nearly
wiped off the map by tons of
mud, rocks and boulders that
came crashing down on the vil-
lage on Friday last week.

The National Disaster Risk
Reduction and Management
Council (NDRRMC) reported
on Tuesday that of 61 who died
in the floods and landslides in
BARMM, 42 were from Datu
Odin Sinsuat.

‘_,_

RELIEF President Marcos leads the distribution of relief
assistance to “Paeng” victims taking shelter at Broce Central
Elementary School of Peace at Datu Odin Sinsuat, Maguindan-
ao province, on Tuesday. ~MALACARANG PHOTO

on

| was pointing out to the governor
that in all those places where there
are trees, the ground did not
move. All the damage that you
saw on the mountains, it’s

because they were bald

Ferdinand Marcos Jr.
President

Kusiong lies at the foot of
the 446-meter Mt. Minandar.

Rescuers on Monday wad-
ed through thigh-deep mud in
the village using long pieces of
wood to search for bodies bur-
ied under the rubble.

Twelve of the dead in Ku-
siong, including seven from
one family, were buried on
Monday in two mass graves
dug by a backhoe.

Mourners, who survived
the landslide, laid flowers and
candles at the site.

Flood control planning

“We have shifted our oper-
ation from search and rescue
to retrieval because the chanc-
es of survival after two days

are almost nil,” said BARMM
Interior Minister Naguib Sina-
rimbo.

The President told officials
of BARMM, which idcludes
Maguindanao del Sur and Ma-
guindanao del Norte, that tree
planting should be included in
their long-term flood control
projects.

“If there had been trees up
there, in Kusiong, that would
not have happened,” Mr. Mar-
cos said. “That's unfortunate ...
1 am very clear in my mind that
that (tree planting) is some-
thing we could have done.”

He said he could refer them
to “plenty” of nongovernmen-
tal organizations that could
help in the reforestation. He

did not mention which groups

He also did not say what
measures would be taken fo
stop peoy le from chitting dow:
trees in fiagile forests.

He sad the Department of
Environment and Natural Re
sources would also assist them
in making tree planting sus
tainable, adding that during di
sasters, folks whose crops were
destroyec would often resort
to logging; to make ends meet,

“The new way to do it is to
make the locals thgmselves the
owners ol the trees, so that they
will take care of them,” he said

‘Strange’

Reacting to the President’s
remarks about the denuded for
ests, Jor. Bonifacio, spokesper
son for t 1w environmental group
Kalikasan, told the Inquirer that
it was “strange that jt seems like
it's only now he's ¢ome to ap
preciate the benefits provided
by well-ccnserved watersheds.”

“Let’s also not forget the
massive deforestation that
took place under his father's
rule,” he zdded.

Worsened under Marcos Sr.

“As Mircos Jr. just found out,
environrnental destruction has
deadly -onsequences—and, if
the government is serious at all
about cliriate change, it needs
to put a s:op to the destructive
mining. Tegadam and reclama
tion prejects that |are cutting
down the very forests he's wor
ried about.” Bonifacio said.

In a column published by
the Inquirer in 201 former Ka
likasan sppkesperson Marjoris
Pamintuan said that deforesta-
tion “further worseped” during
the dictztorial regime of the
Presiderts father land name
sake.

“The logging industry was
controllec by foreign compa
nies anc the local (elite, some
even holding public offices
Timber lcensing agreements
were given out by the Marcos
regime to loyalists! From 1965
to 1986, the Philippines
lost 7 milion ha of for- M
ests,” she said.
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AL 32 T more than 1,000 people. were blamed on mining and log- and highways district offices to  ments units (LGUs) in tiries of n1$ximlze the use of their assets.
u Due to deforestation and the  ging activites that denuded the quickly repair damaged infra- disasters and emergencies “In BARMI LGUs

She wrote the column six
months before Severe Tropical
Storm “Sendong” (international
name: Washi) caused massive
floods that rampaged through
the cities of Cagavan de Oro and
Nigan in December 2011, killing

’{_

large amount of rainfall then in
the highlands of Bukidnon, the
floodwarters easily rushed down
to low-lying areas.
In December the following
year, Typhoon “Pabla” {interna-
“Honal name: Bopha) also caused
deadly landslides in mountain-
ous areas in Davao de Oro, which

once-forested slopes of the towns
of New Baman and Monkayo.
Nearly 1,000 people died.

Better coordination
Aside from reforestation,
the President also said the re-
gional government should es-
tablish its own public works

structure during calamities.

These offices should be on
standby to quickly repair dam-
aged or destroved bridges and
roads, he said

The President raised the
need for improved coordination
berween the BARMM regional
government and its local govern-

“And then the [coorcinarion|
procedures. | know that you are
just drawing up your precedures
now, but you can see why this is
so important,” he said.

The President said thac he
also noticed that the regicnal gov-
ernment and LGUs do not have
joint operations, which could

W bigger
5 id join
ledders| so
The coordin
shaul " Mr.

C05 Said. —WITH REPORTS FROM
Mﬁﬂii.lo 5. RAMOS, KR
SUBING, FRANMCES A

nr?: NG

CUIBING-
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RESIDENT Ferdinar \
“Bongbong” R. Marcos Jr. said

. deforestation worsened the flash
floods and landslides in Maguindanao
when it was hit by troplcal storm
“Paeng” (international name Nalgae)
during the weekend, leaving over 60
people dead i in the southern provmce.

Ny : s

To mitigate future floeding in‘.) “So we have to include tree
Maguindanao, heis now pushing | planting in our flood control,” he
for a comprehensive flood control | added.
in the province, to include tree- |
planting activities. ' - (Catch basin

Marcos made the remark after |  MAGUINDANAO Governor Baij
his aerial inspection in flood-hit | Mariam Sangki-Mangudadatu
areas in Maguindanao during a - said tiu areas of Upi, Barira,
situation briefing with local ex- -'-Matmg South Upi, Datu Blah
ecutives on Tuesday. Sinsuat, Datu Odin Sinsuat, Ta-

“I noticed all the mountains layan, Gﬂmdulunganand North-
with landslides were deforested,” ern Kabuntalan suffered severe
Marcos said in Filipino. | flooding from the rains brought

were really substandard. [They] probably made
use of only one layer of hollow Hockn so it was
not very sturdy, Mgrces sg;d :

Life preservaﬁon M | %
GUARDING as wellthe surrounding areas of
Maguindanao will help to greatly reduce the
incidents of floods and landslides caused by
typhoonsinthe province, the President said,

While the Department of Environment
and Natural Resources (DENR) and non-

government or%zanons could he
forestatmn effo

. T efores

"altion

ﬂoods, slides

about by l'aeng.

Meanwhile, areas affected by
landslides include Barangay Ku-
siong in Diatu Odin Sinsuat Ba-
rangays Fomonggaob and Looy
in South lJpi; Barangays Maaga-
bo Bayarga Sur, Upper Bayanga
Sur Norte and Kabugaw Sapad of
Matanog,

Mangudadatu urged the De-
partment of Public Works and
Highways (DPWH) to prioritize
the complition of flood control
projects ia the provinces located
in the upstream of Maguindanao
since it will also benefit their
province.

“Maguir danaoisacatch basin.
So I am apealing to our honor

able secretury of DPWH 1o fast

trackthe [:ompletion of the| flood
control in Seuth Cptabato, North
Cotabatoand Sultan Kudarat since
if those are completed, there will
be minimal flooding in our a
eas,” Mangi dadatu said.

Marcos said he will make sure
that flood control systems in these
areas will riot be substandard, la-
menting what he has observed in
other areas.

“Those [f ood control projects]
which T have: seen in other areas

“Thenewway todoitisbyma ki‘:ng&h}e locals
owners of the trees so they will be the ones to
take care of them,” Marcos said.
ow people thmk that t is just to save
thee nment, no, it’s to save lives. It will
really s save lives,” he add‘{ed

d -Mg‘ﬁgudadatu said the storm affect-
ed 124,501 families or 622,505 individuals
in Maguindanao. Of these, 61 died, 40 were
wounded, and 17 went missing.
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DOLE and DENR

pact taps TUPAD

beneficiaries for forest protection

By ]ovr.n MARIE N, DELA Cxuz
v @;oveemarw

”~

E ‘chajrman of the House

" ‘Committee on Labor-and

Employment revealed over

the weekend that the government

is set to tap beneficiaries of the

Tulong Panghanapbuhay sa ating

Disadvantaged/Displaced ‘Workers

program (TUPAD) as forest rangers

to implement the country’s national
greening program.

In a news statement, R.lzal 4th
District Rep. Fidel Nograles said the
Departments of Labor and Employ-
ment (DOLE) and Environment and
Natural Resources (DENR) recently
signedamemorandumofagreement
to mobilize TUPAD beneficiaries as
forest rangers.

“Thisisan excellentprogramthat
notonlyhelpsaddressourshortageof
forest workers, butalsoprovidesour
TUPADbeneficiarieswithmeaning-
ful and noble work that will directly
benefit their communities and the
whole country,” Nograles said.

“The MOA is a creative solution
to our need for more forest workers,
and hopefully with thiswe can better
monitorandprotecttheseareas, espe-
cially in the face of continued [forest]
encroachment,” Nograles added.

Under the DOLE-DENR. accord,
TUPAD beneficiaries will serve as

forestpatro]lers 'I‘heyarea.lso tasked
with seedling production, establish- ,
ing plantatmns and assist on forest
protection activities in support of
the greening program.

According to DOLE, it would set
aside funds for payment of the pre-
region where the TUPAD workers are
agsigned,andtocovertheadministra-
tive costforpersonalprotective equip-
ment and group personal accident in-
surance of workers who will be hired.

The Technical Education and
Skills Development Authority or its
accredited training institutions will
provide appropriate skills training
and education on environment-re-
lated laws, rules, and regulations.

Nograles acknowledged the po-
tential impact of the training that
TUPAD workers will undergo in

“instilling a green consciousness”
among the people.

“Hindi ito dead-end job, hmd} bor-
ing, at maramingmatututunan. Thisis
an opportunity to empower our TU-
PAD workers, and to instill in them
a green consciousness that they can
passontotheirfamiliesandfriends,”
the lawmaker said.

Nograles also expressed hope

_that the MOA would be “only the

first step in our efforts to revitalize
our forests and mitigate the effects
of the climate crisis.”
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climate change’
Marcos pushes for tree plantlng, to
prevent future ﬂoodmg

. & . reported as casaalties of Paeng

: 5 o : in Maguindanac. !

ollowing the onslaught ﬂoodingmthe pastare nowbeing inun- After conducting an aerial ocular

of Severe Tropical Storm  dated while typhoons no longer follow inspection in the province, Marcos
Pa_eng that took the

provinceof Maguindan- ‘| know people think that [tree-planting]is just to

ao by surprise, President Marcos

me

acknowledged the threats of save the environment. No, it's to save lives.’
climate change.

During a situational briefing their usual path. said he noticed that those areas badly
he presided over in the province “'Ihat’stheproblmtoday Talagang  hit by Paeng were the ones that had
on Tuesday, Nov. 1, Marcos real-  may (There is really a) climate change.  been deforested.
ized hnv«rmexpected thewrathof It's mdmiabh;,"’ the President said. So, on top of bix 1ding flood-control

namre could be, including those . As of Tuesday, 61 people were facilities, he also r:commeénded tree-

planting activities as part of along-term
solution against flooding.
“We have been hearing this over
and over again, pero patuloy pal rin tayo
- nagpuputol ng kahoy, 'yan ang
nangyayari nagkaka-landslide ng
ganyan (But we keep on cutting
down trees, so landslides hap-
pen),” he said. “Mag-isip tayo
ng mabuti doon sa tree planting. Hindi
maliit na bagay yan (Let’s think about
that tree planting. It’s no small thing). I
know peaple think that it is just to save
the environment. No, it’s to save lives.”
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Pinuna ni Pangulong
Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr.
ang mga lugar sa Ma-
guindanao na kalbo na
ang mga bundok na na-
ging dahilan sa pagbaha
at pagguho ng lupa.

Saisang situation brief-
ing kasama ang mga local
executive sa Maguindanao,
tinalakay ni Marcos ang
kanyang mga obserbasy-
on sa isinagawang aerial
inspection sa mga pinsala
sa lalawigan.

“Noong nasa helicop-
ter kami ni [Maguindanao
Govemor] Bai Mariam, na-
notice ko lahat ng gumuho
kalbo ang bundok. lyan ang

problemaAndlwaspanhng_

Marcos, pinuna ang kalbong kabundukan
sa Maguindanao na nagka-landslide

out to the Govemor, sabi ko
sa kanya: Tingnan mo ‘yung
may kahoy hindi gumalaw
‘yung lupa, lahat nung sugat
na makita mo sa bundok
dahil kalbo,” ani Marcos.
Ayon kay Maguindanao
Govemor Bai Mariam Sang-
ki-Mangudadatu, ang mga
landslides ay nangyari sa
Barangay Kusiong sa Datu
QOdin Sinsuat; Barangay
Romonggaob at Looy sa
So&h gg BaransgaysUMaa-
ga yanga sur, Upper
Bayanga Sur Norte at Ka-
bugaw Sapad ng Matanog.
Kasunod ng insidente,
inatasan ni Marcos ang
mga tanggapan ng gob-

[
barl Ld Ll S

STORY

sToRY

yerno na isama ang mga
tree-planting activities sa
maga flood control projects.
“Kaya kailangan nating
isama ang tree plantin
sa ating flood chntro.
Dapat kasama ' yan Kung
gagastos tayo sal flood

control, kaflan may
rcos.
ihg that

tree planting,” a
"Sothat'sone th

we need to do. Butthat one
alam na natin ‘yun, we have
been hearing this over and
over again, pero patigoy pa
rin tayong nagpupytol ng
kahoy, 'van ang nangya-
yaring nagkaka-landslide
ng ganyan,” dagdag ni
Marcos. (Malou Escudero)
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By JovEE MARIE N. DeELA CRUZ
¥ @joveemarie

| LAWMAKER has called
Ai ertheurgencyof instituting
«t national policy that would
ensure | he efficient and sustainable
use ciLf t'12 country's land and physi-
cal reso arces as a means to provide
long-terra safeguards to communi-
ties vuliierable to climate change.
This ¢eveloped as the National
Disaster Risk Reductionand Man-
agemert Council (NDRRMC) re-
ported :hat severe tropical storm
Paeng has left 110 dead from

flooding and landslides, which

also 'dlq:laced hundreds of thou-

sands of residents. '
Abott 2.4 million individuals

were af ‘ected, including 866,000

forch to flee homes in one of the *

most destructive storms that hit
the country, the NDRRMC said on
Tuesday. Agriculturelosses, on the

otherhznd, were estimatedat P1.3 °

billion, shile the cost of damaged
to infrastructure was about P760
million, it said. The death toll has
J_isen frcra 98 reported on Monday.

Dava> City Rep. Paolo Duterte,
in a news statement, said the re-

::Lnt des-auction wroughtby Paeng

Maguindanao, which resulted
in score; of deaths caused mostly
By land:lides, demonstrated the
direct irapact of proper planning
and use cf land resources on sav-

ing people’s lives.

Alongwith Benguet Rep. Eric Yap
and two other lawmakers, Duterte
hasfiled House Bill (HB) 3956 which
aims to establish clear parameters

_ on the utilization of all land and

physical resources in the country by
institutionalizing a National Land
Use Policy.

The bill outlinesland use policies
to determine areas allocated for ag-

ricultural production, housing and

settlements, energy development,
industries and other economically
productivesitesand protected zones
for environmental sustainability.
Duterte said the bill and other
similar measures filed in Congress
seekto “end the current degradation
of the country’s land resources, and
optimize balanced development.”
He said one key aspect of pass-
ing the National Land Use Act

(NLUA) that has often been un-

derstated or overlooked is its im-
portance in protecting communi-
ties from the destructive effects of
climate change.

“We often mention the National.

LandUseActinthe contextof ensur-

ingfood securityby, forone, prevent-

ing the conversion of agricultural
lands to housing and commercial
projects. But the rational and effi-
cient planning and use of our land
resources is also vital in ensuring
that we get to identify high-riskand

danger-prone locations in our com-

munities,” Duterte said,

HB3956 statesthat “priorityshall
be given to life and safety, and thus
to identifying hazard prone areas
and corresponding risk reduction
measures as part of the DRR [disas-
ter risk reduction] and CCA [climate
change adaptation] objective.”

“Giventhecountry'sapproximate
land area of 300,000 square kilome-
ters, thereisaneed foracomprehen-
siveand responsiveland usepolicy to
address the impact of deforestation
and urbanization on food, housing, -
business, health and the environ-
ment,” the bill’s authors said.

Duterte said the bill and other
similar measures should be ap-
proved at the soonest possible
time by Congress to protect future
generations of Filipinos, and enable
them to adapt better to climate
change andrespond to the growing
needs of the population for food,
shelter and jobs.

Herecalled thatthe passageofthe
NLUAhasbeéncertifiedasurgentby
the prévious administration of his
father, former President Rodrigo R.
Duterte, who had said the law “will
address our competingland require-
ments for food, housing business,
and environmental conservation.”

Ontopofaddressing these needs,
the Davao City lawmaker said a na-
tional land use policy would also as-
sist local government units (LGUs)
in mapping out their climate-resil-
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~ ient development plans. Marcos administration’s priority
The bill also mandates the De-  measure, the proposed NALUA.
partment of anxronmem:anduat- During the first briefing of
ural Resources (DENR) andp

thu Ho 3{;@ Special Comimittee
concerned govel"nx&ent agénaes , Neda chlemecyry
and bodies to delineate and con-  © Gazlos Abad Santos reiterated the

thority (Neda) is authonze;lmsder
the bill to resalve land use policy
conflicts. It is also tasked to inte-
grate eﬁqrtﬁndmmtp} develop-

ments relating toland use and the

evolution of policies.
Severaléamonsoftheﬂl.ﬁﬁm

been filed in the 17thand 18th Con-

es. The current administration

has also urged Congzess to swifﬁy
passthe NEUA.

Lastwmk Neda:a!led on Con-

gress to immediately pass the

tinuously update the mapping of to harmonize various pa&es
; hazard prone and vulnerable areas ' wie,sudi&minagﬂmh
in the country.'  agrarian reform, ancestral domain,
‘Thesemapsshﬂlbeshare&anﬂ ptéée&édms, and housmg md
disseminated to LQU&_M shall 15t
subsequently gmde them in the
preparation of their amiﬁamﬂ&
constmnmddewlopmentandphym— oc andan '_ ce
the bill states. ' development
HB 3956 also calls’ for the cre- ﬂccotﬁmg to Abad Santos, the
ation of National Land Use Policy 13 NALUA bills filed in the lower
Council (NLUC), whichwill serveas chamber have similar compo-
the highest pohcy—makmgbedym nents with the Neda Board-i:g—
all matters pertaining to Ian& use  proved version. Ak L
and management. Three of these 13 bills, he sﬂ.
TheNLUC, whxchwlllbechaiired are similar to the Neda Board—‘ap
by the Secretary of the National proved version—House Bill 420 of -
Economic and Development Au-

AIbzyRep.JueySﬂheda.HBBSll

Hesaxdntwouldalsoaddmssin—
discriminate conversion of p ;
‘lands to non-agricul-
tuzalﬁsenl%khhasanimpm&
food security. WithBloomberg
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Lawmakers file 20 bills for
department of resiliency

By SHEILA CRISOSTOMO
At least zmsius were filed at iéhe’
House of Rep the |

creation of t Deparhnent of Disas-
ter Resilience, citing the country’s
vulnerability toall forms of disasters
iﬂhas velc‘arﬁeerupuons
House Bill 2786 ‘authored by
Quezonﬂtysﬁimstrict . Patri

Michael Vargas, cited that the Pl;ul-

ippines is the third “most
country in thewm-ld to troplcal storm .
with appro __te]y l’ypiwonaa
y.em T '..
The measure stated that despﬂe
government’s efforts to prepare for
calamities through the National
Disasters Risk Reduction and Man-
agement Council (NDRRMC), count-
less people and properties are still
affacted ‘extreme natural events

The seeks to create a Dep
ment of Dlsaster Resrhen

whl shall

ofthe NDR

s : .
Defehse and other related'

artment will dras-
hca}ly reduce, if not eliminate, the
bureaucratic red tape which has.
caused many delays in the delivery.
of immediate assistance needed by
the victims,” it stated.

The other bﬂlsf were filed b)r
House Romualdez
‘and Yedda Marie Romualdez and
Jude Acidre of Tingong S:ruran an

artylist; Lani Mercado-Re
}:)10 Revilla and Bryan Revila o
1st and an districts of Cavite and

list, respectively; Joey

lla,. really low when it comes to

. " Golez of Malasaklb@Ba anihan par-
tylist; Jonath: Clemant Abalos 11
of 4Ps partylist; Marivic Co-Pilar of
‘6th d{stnct Quezon City;
lafuerbe Jr., Miguel Luis Villafuerte,

opluAnﬂwny Horibata of 2nd,
5th and 1st districts of Camarines

Sur, ively; Lorenz Defender of
IImlo dlstnct, Gus Tambunting of
i S
wgtra Batan,gas and Paolo
Duterte of Davao City 2nd district,
Jeff _S_oﬂane Edvic Yap and Joc-
~ elyn Tulfo of ACI‘-CIS tylist and
EncGo : d Quezon

2nd Duxtnct 1 Wendel Tulfo;
R.l?'hﬂrd Gomez of 4th district Leyte;
Bernadette Herrera of BH partyl- .
ist; Edwin Olivares of 1st district
Pa:raﬁaque City; and Jonathan Keith
Florez, of 2n. dsstric:t Bukidnon,
among others. . '

Te Climate ﬂmlnelng

Following the impact of Severe

Tropical Storm Paeng, non-govern-

- ment organization Oxfam Pilipinas

urged the international community
 to provide vulnerable countries like
the Philippine with more substantial

and quality climate financing.
‘Oxfam yesterday. released its
report assessing the state of climate
ﬁmmemAmn particularly in coun-
es that are most vulnerable to the

ct of
lmg?‘heo i C’hange Klother
Asm‘leountnes, ranks reall

terms of climate vulnerabili and
ate
- neadmesﬁ accordmg to our ‘Climate
ce in Asia’ report,” said Ox-

ilipinas cpuntry director Lot

fam

cedau ay 2nd district; Ma. ' Felizco.© =~
Rene Ann Lnurde‘s Matibag of 1st “Even though weareworkmg on
District Laguna; Iurdm Jesus Ro- measures to imp amd
mualdoofCanu ; Alan 1 Ecleo ness, ¢ 4
of Michael Romero  treme
of I-Pacman artylist; Mario Vit- v 3
torio Marifio o Ba gas 5th district;

- Khymer Adan Olaso of Zamboanga
City 1st dlsttict' Anthony Rolan

£ : ;
the climate msis * she added.
The Phxhppmes ranked IDth

LRay Vil-

among th? 18 Asian countries in-
cluded in the report in terms of
~vulnerability and preparedness to
climate chi

Global! hmﬁm Pl'ulippmee, ranked
113 out ¢f 182 countries for 2020,
far from i1.0re other highly vulner-
able but prepared countries such as

Su?g‘?l_:@ .md]apan,wl'uah rank 6th

Thereg n:nrtiound at Asian couns
tries on.ly received 25 percent of the
_reported global climate finarcial
flows eaci year, with $113 billion

oing to 1§ countries, including the
% hilippines, from 2013 to 2020.

It said only a third of Asia’s cli-
mate finance went to help countries
adaptand cope with climate-induced
harm, while two-thirds went to
mitigation initiatives, particularly
into the huge Asian transport and
‘energy sectors.

A'majoriy of climate financing to
Asia countries also came as loans, it
added.

- Oxfam d2scribed the current ley=

els as “woe iully inadequate,” noti

that said Asiian countries need :}-'%

trillion a year from now to 2030 or

$371 billion a year, without factor-

ing in China, to meet their estimared
tchmatven&-ds

" ‘Among the Asian countries sur-
veyed by (ixfam, the Philippines

éﬂl in terms of the amount
of climate f nancing received from
2013 to 2020

However, most of the $7.8 billion
received by the country were from
debt instrunents, the report said.

“Of the annual average of $972
million.worth of climate finance
received by the Philippines, more.
than half or $528 million are from
concessional debt instruments
while $364 inillion are from non-
concessionzl debt instruments,”
Oxfam said.,

Suml Atharya Oxfam's Asia

nal policy and campaigns co-
o ator, siid countries vulnerable
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debt that divert funds for sm:ml
services,

“We are forced to look rather
cally at the climate financing o?:ll;e
multinational institutions because
the majority of their money is wind- - -
ing up as Asian foreign debt. It's dif-

ficult for Asian countries to maintain.

health and education budgets when

they're taking on more debt to pay

for d.lmate dag:ﬁe that they did little

tq4cause,

- Nat'l Land l.lso biﬂ

Fuux admxmstratxon Iawmakers.

are pu

shing for the a H{)mal of the
National Land Use bi

which they

filed in the House of Representatives

and aims to prevent further damage
and protect local communities from -
thewrathoftyphoonsanddmasters

_The objective of HB 3956 is to in-

sqtute a national policy that would

list ACT-CIS also co-authored E_
3956, that aims to establish clear pa-
rmitiletersh on the utlljzauortxlfef allland
and physical resources in the country
by institutionalizing a National Land
+ Use Policy law.

The bill outlines land use ohcwe

to determine areas allocated for ag:

ricultural production, housing and
settlements, energy development,
industries and other economically
Froducb.ve sites and protected zones
for environmental au.stamabﬂ.lty
“Given the country’s approxi-
mate land area of 300,000 square ki:
lometers, there is a need for a com-
prehensive and responsive land
use policy to address the impaci
of deforestation and urbanizatior.
~on food, housing, busmesg, healtk,
and environment,” they stated ir
the bill..
The bill mandates the Depart

ensure the efficient and sustainable#’ ment of Environment and Natum.

use of the country’s land and physi-
' cal'resources as a means to provide
long-term safegu
ties that are vulnerable to climate

e often mention the Natmna.l-
IxandUaeAct(NLUA)mmecmhextof'

enmxmgfoodsemntyby}fqrone,pre—
venting the conversion o agncdtur
lai\dslaohmsm E‘Fl.d n:

ards to communi-,

Resources and other concerned
‘government agencies and bodies ¢
delineate and continuously updais
the ma oping of hazard prone anc.
le areas in the ooungy_
“Thesem s shall be shared anc
dxssenunated to LGUs which s}ial
subsequently guide the? in theq
_preparation of their own hazards.
constrained

et mﬁamewomumpm !

ects,” Davao Clty

theblll’%]:e sau:L ~ the bill stated. - Pl
rational and efficient plan- The NLUA bill has been certifiec
manduseofmulan;ﬁemis asurgentbythtleﬁpﬁwousadnum:-
vi €ens ‘e;aet_' n, wi elder Duterte said

y high-ri @g el e w mdress our competing
mm:rcommmnues, heson Ian requirements for food, Iilow;
oﬁfmmrpmdmt Duterteexplained. ing busaness, and environmental
" Duterte made the remarksi conservation.” The measure didn't

of the recent destruction brought
by Paeng in Ma
‘resulted in nearly a hundred deaths
caused mostly b tﬁ landslides, which
demonstrate the direct impac

of proper plannmg and use at'?and

Teso! saving lives.
um@aﬁnc Go Yap (Benguetj Ed-

anao, which

pass, however.

. HB 3956 also calls for the creatior,
of National Land Use Policy Coun-
«cil, which will serve as the highes
pthy-mahnigody on all matters.

d use developmeni
and management ~ With Delon
Porcalla, Janvic Mateo
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A RECENT study showed the
many problems and issues as-
sociated with the ancestral land
- of the indigenous people (IP).
Some of these are Philippine
laws, declarations, and admin-
istrative orders that conflict
with the IPs’ needs and prac-
tices. The recognition and pro-
tection of indigenous peoples’
rights are one of the struggles
that have been carried out av-
idly for countless years today.

As the struggle continues,
our government should uphold
the rights of in;ﬁ@nous peo-
ples by crafting a policy for the
full recognition and inclusion
of IPs in the national and lo-
cal agenda. Instead of blocking
them for many years, national
policies that protect and up-
hold their rights should be con-
sistent and str ed.

The policy brief, “The Strug-
gle Continues: Uphold the

Rights of Indigenous Peoples,”
published by Konrad Adenauer
Stiftung in 201, stated: “In the
Philippines, the passage of the
Indigenous Peoples’ Rights Act
(Tpra) on October 29, 1997, caused
similar jubilation that rever-
berated even from the farthest
outskirts of the Philippine soci-
ety, home to approximately 14
to 15 million indigenous peoples
sub-divided further into 110 eth-
nolinguistic groups. The common
understanding then was finally a
national law to proeect and up-
hold the rights of the indigenous
peoples has come at last.”

Ipra enabled the establish-
ment of the National Commis-
sion on Indigenous Peoples
(NCIP), which under the law is
mandated to protect and brb-

ing of the ICCs/IPs with dne_

regard to their beliefs, customs,
traditions, and institutions.”

However, on at least one oc-
casion, the NCIP has disregarded
an IP protest and played loud
music instead. NCIP's action and
use of IP’s instrument to distract
the protest were not welcoming,
and led to questioning Ipra’s im-
plementation: Is the law even
effective? IPs themselves have
demanded the abolition of Ipra
as it does not provide protection
against unlawful procedures.

‘The IPs need good gover-
nance and legitimate laws that
will ensure their hold on an-
cestral lands and domains, not
those that offer false hope only.
Among the bills filed to protect
IPs and rights to their lands is
House Bill No. 639 or the pro-
posed Indigenous Peoples and
Local Communities Conserved
Areas Act. Among others, the
bill aims to strengthen IPs by
recognizing their contribution
to biodiversity conservation and

| 1

i . S
PAGE 1 AR CHOLOREAL T ARTOON
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zstablishing the national indig-
mmunln conserved
try. The 'l'agbanuas'

£ must recognize
t}e role of indigenous commu-
Iities as|partners in the con-
servation of protected areas.
Aside from abolishing Ipra, the
immediate passing of genuine
laws protecting their ancestral
lands should be prioritized.
We should not let foreign cap-
itilists and dominant powers
eaploit their resources. Let's
listen to them and give IPs the
¢l ance to|speak for themselves.

A3DUL HAFIZ T. MALAWANI,
Mindanao State University
Marawi
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ppon-GEBC. O ink

accovd for Seabed 2030 project

_By_]ouum L. MAYIJ.GA. -
¥ @jonlmayuga |

Y VHE Nipp‘oﬁwﬁt’anhdatibn-dﬁr ;
|| \BCO Seabed 2030 project has

entered into.a memorandum .

of understanding with the National. .
Mappingand Resource Information
Authority (NAMRIA) of the Philip-

SeaBed 2030 is a co abo;atlve
project between T
dationand 'GEBC
complete mapping of the world’s

ocean;by 2030, and to,compile all ,
bathymetric data. into: the freely
" centre of excellence not only.in sup-,

available GEBCO.O¢ean Map, ,

GEBCQ is a joint program of the

International Hydrographic Orga-. -

nization(IHQ) and the Intergovern-. .,
mentalOceanographic Commission ..,

(10C) and, is. the only organization |

with a mandate to, jmap the entire
ocean floor, Sea.bedmaomnmally Y

endarsed as a Decade Action of the.

UN Decade of Ocean Sﬂenceforﬁuﬂ- \

tainable Development.,
AnattachedagencynftheDggart

ment, of Environment and Natural , »

Resources, NAMRIA; isi mandated ,;

topraovide the publicwith mapmak-

ing services andto actasthe central : -
mapping agency, depository, and .
distribution facility. for natural re-
sources data in the form of maps, |
charts, textsand statistics. Th;gou_.gh
its Hydrography;Branch, Sl
conducts hydrographic surveys:to .
analyze. oceanqgraphlr. data ‘used
prlmanly m na\ng,atu:m, research,

pmes to work togéther on global un-

on roun: ¢
3 A Pl

ment Branch (GISMB). MGB is in
charge of national geodetic refer-
ence framedevelopmentand topo-
graphic.base map production.. = -
RDAB manages land.and coastal
resource. mapping,;land classifica-
tion, and thematic. mapping activi-
ties;and GISMBaversees thesharing

: andd:ssemmamnofdétawhlchhelp
d'reate egsential base maps

: "-“become a geospatla{'l ly empowered

fNAMRI@ Administra- -
or. Unii secretmgr Dr. Peter ‘N.

Tiangco, was quoted as saymg in
anewsrelease,
“NAMRIA strives to become a

port of this national aspiration, but
also to help progress the global ef-
fort, led by Seabed 2030; to expand
our understanding of the ocean, We

 acknowledge thevitalroleacomplete

mappfthe ocean floor plays in help-

\ingus protect the planet—the blue

-planet<~and wearedelighted tojoin,
this endeavor,” he said.:

Seabed 2030 Pro;ect Director Ja-
mie McMichael-Phillips. said, “Our
_partnership with NAMRIA is a sig-
h&};antdevelopmeqt;fyrthepto}ect
As;aafm;n.dlpg member of the Asso-
ciationof Squ;:hea,st Asian Nations;.
the Philippines has become the first
member state to sign up to Seabed
2030, demonstrating its. commit-

menttodeveloping ourunderstand-

ing of ocean science, and working
towards, Sustainable Development
Goall4.;o conserveand sustainably
use the oceans. “We look forward to

In ad¢ itmn t:ﬁ:&“ E%ﬂ?&kfa f;\ }\,. ‘? :

Branch, NAMF;&Q al
other tec!i?:ﬂa‘l s, including
the Mappingand Geodesy Branch.

(MGBQ, Jﬁeqmrce, Data Analymsr

Branch (RDAB), .and, Ggospatlal
Informatmn System Manage-

opprises .

Alldatatmlipgteda;néghmdmth
the Seabed 2030 Project is included
in the GEBCO global grid, which is

freeand publicly available.
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Editorial

DENR should wait on
proposed mining changes

LTHOUGH it was presumably not what it intended,
Athe Department of Environment and Natural Resources

(DENR) seems to have caused alarm among stakehold-
ers and others impacted by the mining industry with a recent
announcement that it is pursuing amendments to the 1995

. Mining Act. The proposal is even more concerning because
no details were offered about what those changes mlght he. ;

As a matter of fact, the statement by Environment U :
tary Jonas Leones at a meeting of the Philippine Mining Club m:
have even overstepped his own boss’ plans. In a statement just
days earlier, Environment Secretary Maria Antoniya Yulo-Loyzaga

said thatthedepartmentwasstardngwmkon creating a natural
capmi accounting system to better assess priorities and “applya

, chmzte»mklem’tmheworkoftheDENR'Ihe secretary’s remarks
certainly seemed to imply that the natural capital accounting
system was a prerequisite to any significant policy changes.

In his comments to the mining stakeholders, Mr. Leones
said: “In fact, all environmental laws need revision. These are
laws existing for 20 years already, so there might be a need
to revisit the mining laws — not to make it difficult for the
mining or investment for the mining sector but basically, we
need to identify some other technolog:es that can enhance
our cooperation in mining areas.” |

Leones added, “Whatever the outcome of the revision w1lI
also be beneficial to the industry.”

To be fair to the undersecretary, there is not necessanly
anything wrong with reviewing and reassessing existing laws,
but by the same token, suggesting a direction for that — in
this case, finding ways to improve the business environment
formining — before overall priorities have even been lderm-
fied is at best putting the cart before the horse. f

We have always maintained that mining is an important
economic sector for the Philippines, given its abundant min-
eral resources, and that the country should seek to maximize
its benefits. However, this effort must be undertaken with the
understanding that mining is unavoidably environmentally
and socially disruptive, and that the resources are finite.
Therefore, it can only be carried out under conditions where
negative environmental impacts can be prevented or repaired,
where affected communities, especially Indigenous communi-
ties, can benefit rather than be disrupted or displaced by it,

. and where added downstream value can be captured.

Clear, consistent policies ‘

Even within those strict bour.ds lher_,L are still many oppor-
tunities for mining investment and development. In spite of
frequent calls to liberalize resirictions on foreign investment,
investors here and elsewhere around the world have indicated
that clear and reliably consistent policies are more important

to their investment decisions tt.an ownership limits. It does not

matter so much what the bouns are, as long as the prospective
investor can count on them remaining constant. This is espe-
cially important in the mining industiy, where any significant
investment can take years or even decades to generate returns.
From the point of view of th2 mining industry, the proposal
to amend the Mining Act only indicates that the investment
environment continues to be uncertain, and perhaps too risky.
Even though it was signed into law in 1995, the Mining Act
was really only in force for abcut six years, between 2005 and
2011; it was tied up in cour challenges for nearly 10 years
after its passage, and then was subsequently suspended by an
executive order of former president Benigno Aquino 3rd, who
wished to rework the revenue-iharing aspects of the law. That
was finally accomplished by tlie Duterte administration, but
alengthy and disruptive — albeit necessary — review process
for mining operations and thei the Covid-19 pandemic inter-

'vened. Little wonder then that the counter-suggestion of the

mining stakeholders was that the law's implementing rules
and regulations should be rev ewed and revised, rather than
the law itself; despite being 27 years old, the Mining Act has
never quite been fully implemented. |

It may very well be that, oncy: all the factors are considered,
a new mining law or significait changes to the existing one

are needed. But now is not the time; the DENR shou!d focus

on the path described by Secretary Yulo-Loyzaga, and first

lay the proper groundwork foi a review of the Mmmg Act.

Li=s oAb e_si s—en = Ju L = =
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ron, hindi pa rin natututo ang
ta sa sementeryo. Wala pa
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Bruised, not clobbered
JUST a superficial wound, not a serious injury.

Considering previous destructive onslaughts of extreme
weather disturbances, call Paeng’s sweep of certain areas of
the country as “just a scratch”.

Thereisnoextensive devastation approximating a national
calamity.

The damage has so far been located and identified in local
areas, no concentrated in a vast region.

Therefore, no need to declare a national state of calamity
after Severe Tropical Storm Paeng ravaged different partsof the
country.

President Marcos has assessed the damage as “highly
localized"”.

Paeng weakened intoa tropical storm status on Sunday but
re-intensified into a severe tropical storm on Monday as it
continues to move over the West Phﬂinine Sea, according to
Philippine Atmospheric, Geophysical and Astronomical Ser-
vices Administration.

The President made this remark a day after the National
Disaster Risk Reduction and ManagementCouncil announced
onSunday thatithas submitted a resolution recommending a
declaration of anational state of calamity which would trigger
a price freeze and allow the release of emergency funds.

“I don’t think it’s necessary. I came to that conclusion in
consultation with DENR [Department of Environment and
Natural Resources]. They said it wasn’t extensive. The dam-
ageis highly localized,” hetold reportersina press briefing in
Noveleta, Cavite. .

Citing government reports, he said only three provinces -
Quezon, Cavite, and Maguindanao —suffered the most dam-
age toinfrastructure.

“We're talking about the east coast Quezon, dito sa Cavite,
and then Maguindanao. Those are the areas. It does need to
have.. likein the Visayas there’snoneed foranational calamity.
ForRegion 1,2, itdoesn’t warranta national calamity,” he said.

The President said it was enough for the NDRRMC to
implement the state of calamity status in specific areas only.

“I think we will focus better if we stay with the calamity
status as we have now,” he added.

OnSunday, theNDRRMC declared a state of calamity in 55
areasin the Bicol (Region 5), Bangsamoro Autonomous Region
in Muslim Mindanao, and Soccsksarien (Region 12).

Theseareas wereheavily devastated by Paeng whichbrought
massive flooding and landslides that resulted to casualties.

As of posting time, the NDRRMC said the number of dam-
aged houses stood at 4,188 worth around P12.415 million, 37
damaged infrastructure that costs P757.841 million, and agri-
cultural damage was pegged at over P435.464 million.
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f climate chnngve, -
5, storms, floodi lides, long dranglit
ely to co “le .nt glgbelnosandthe
e peop t‘!n-ongho

) pines is one of the world’s countrics
t valnerable to climate change conditions.

ed as a wake-up call, the series of
lam ties,m uding a strong earthquake that rat-
d Abra and surrounding provinces, ravaged

infrastructure.

ture and

_ fl‘he natural thsasters rendered homeless thoa-

nds of peo mostly farmers and fishermen,
' Kﬂngareasandoﬂlerﬂoodandland-

i w&pmne communities.

nnearned government authorities have be¢n
stating, quite clearly, that there’s a need to evaca-

4 mresidentstosafetgmund beforestrongwuls

heavy rains batter their communities.
“Huwag nating hintayin na sapilitan tayong qali-

k,” according to a barangay o
wise, it appears t on the national gov-

’ énment to now est h ish permanent fully-

pped evacuation centers throughout the Plaﬁ-
es, particularly in ﬂood smne barangays.

~ Utilizing public school as temporiry
~ evacuation centers advarsaly affects the edncaﬂum

of our children.
Wxth the mdnspmd devastatmn wrought‘ by

sin sa ating mga bahay tayo’y nakatira mal-
-@it. sa mga daanan ng tubig at paanan/gilid ng

. mitlgnf.o themlpuct of climate chm;ﬁﬁﬂ '
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Project NOAH

~or Noah’s ark

l thg face of real ehmﬁte

{",_ _ CITO BELTRAN
|
|

change, Filipino leaders, from
he national down to local
ﬁbw ve to make a
choim gh ‘with' Project NOAH
and its menu of programs for
disaster mitigation and avoidance
or live and let live on different
versions of Noah's ark.

While doing some research on alﬂ'phoons that
have struck the Philippin ines, I listed all the major or
destructive typhoons that hit the country. For these
of you who were amundonNuv 14,1970 to be exa

I'm certain that y uwﬂlneverforyt&er '
called Ty hoon Yoling that ripped through the
‘Greater Mgmla area. We were all unp:epared for the
never before e> enced super llgr]pho:)cm. ‘which
‘dumped so mu that mny

only em&hﬂg ”Néhomf il
su?lus imcks wexe usable gomg north.

Phxl(ppmes has been victimized

by numheamus typhoons and, beginning from 2009,

8 Vegmlﬁ mgresmve ‘worse as ty ons

wentfroma_ I;g iper ]y 1112009 YR

|-g

yan de'Oro Iilgarl, etcl It was mud everywhem,

p: black at night and for weeks people were still
trying to find loved ones after the great mudslide.
In Hecember 201@ T}fﬁ_lhoonl’ablo struck with super

most of the damage caused

by stmng Wmds ‘On Nov. 8, 2013 the unforgettable
mother of typhoons Yolanda hit the Visayas and killed
thousands upon thousands of Filipinos by way of a
storm : that many now call a tsunami.
On July 14, 2&14 ¢ phﬁon Glenda mgistpred as
only one of the super typhoons on record in the
South China Sea and hit the eastern seaboard of the
Philippines and crossed over all the way through the
Ca]a arzon region and Palawan. Then came Lando
in 2015, followed by Ramil in 2017, Ompong in 2018,
Rolly in 2020 which was so destructive they retired the
name from the roster of typhoons. Last year, 2021, at
the height of COVID we experienced Typhoon Odette,
and just last weekend we all got soakec ﬂooded and
muddied or buried by Typhoon enﬁl
I listed here are only those that left high death tolls
or physical destruction.
'I’yphoonsa:eapaztofhfemthetmpusbutunﬁke
40 years ago, toda typhoons feel like they come
out of the Marvel Galaxy. Oftentimes their impact is
srehensible. Butﬁ\etﬁmgxs, if we only learned
to prioritize science and technology over political fiction
and conflict, we could spare ourselves so much misery.
Yesterday, I got to interview Dr. Mahar Lagmay,
executive director of Project Noah and the UP Resilience
Inst:tubetoﬁndmmf&leyhaveany&ungthatwuldhelp
President Bongbong Marcos in addressing the cha]lexzﬁz
bmught about by apparent climate
g tcomlzmtl'ltl'lethes ydoatxhld
been available, ex olitics sidelined the
PWSJ@M@&; L i

ometers of thg ‘

As the story goes, after the massive destrudflon
caused by Typhoon Sendon igm 2011, president
Noynoy Aquino called for government and
scientists to come up with « disaster prevention
and mitigation system in the Philippines. Various
‘departments and agencies and members of the
Philippine scientific commuu rR’ got together and
formed a program that not only studied weather
disturbances but also studied locations, geography,
geology, population, envirorur.ent, etc. By combining
different inputs, the program c>uld simulate different
scenarios and impacts. By 2012, the am was
launched and put through its 1mt|af pﬂses and
presumably would undergo further improvements
over time and as more events and data are recorded.
yAside from having weather related functions, the
program was capable of evaluating certain locations,
its stability in the face of increasing human traffic,
development and environmental impact, threats or
hazards. More importantly, the program can evaluate
scenarios based on different threat levels or data
below or greater than observe«l or recorded historical
information. This way, decis on makers don't rely
merely on the past, because c imate change has made
much of it obsolete if not irrel2vant.

t‘bﬁmt COVID came about, One ok
the biggest concerns ‘was ﬁﬂﬂge@ ical instability
of mountainous areas in Ordifl as. It gained
national attention'when min shelter were
bmedahveafﬁerheavyrams.gmfrdm on, public
attention was drawn to how' unstable the lu;jﬂand
areas up north were due to mining, vegctable
arming and residential growth. Even thé";overnor
ince below the Cord llera area complained
looding in their prevince was not locally
I but due to the loss of forest cover, farming
and log in provinces above them. Since then we
all heard about areas declared as Red Zones or
highly tmstable and subject {c landslides.

- people were buried in the landslide
or mud da mhf[aﬁmndanan no less than President
Bongbong Marcos wants enswers about climate
change, mudslides, etc., and rightly so because all the
ﬂeod:mg and mudslides won' 1%3e solved or managed
in a few years but by using ihe Program Noah for
starters, PBBM can at least ;eparate science from
fiction, politics from solutior. '

According to Dr. Lagmay, an updated version
could be developed in six monthsnf | the ingredients
are on the table, as well as funding. Thope PEBM al=o
looks into the impact of new roads and highways
‘that end up becommg unfar=see:n canals for flood
waters due to poor planning iind research as well as
establishment of tﬂW'nsh 5. The President can
now be the unifying force that will call together the
bestand brightestminds in th¢ Philippines to address
dzsaster p:evenhon and mianz gement.
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* fast-track the passage of bills that are seen
to help mitigate the impact of changing
weather patterns, including measures on -
land use and the creation afadepamnent
on disaster management.

‘House Bill 3956 or the proposed Na- -
tional Land Use Act of the Philippines seeks
to establish parameters on land utilization
and physical resources to protect vulner-

* ‘able communities from climate change-
2 mlated disasters.

* “The bill outlines land mepoﬁdasto
de_termine areas allocated for agricultural
production, housing and settlements,
energy developm industrles anﬁ

e."?f;,.,a

atnkmnesﬂm(ouk) il

e AW&WMMM&&
masmwﬁatmmmnedns
practicality and the funding required to set up
i ! ' R bills,
?’iho:ergl?ar?lﬁumﬁbv' hutﬁaselm
‘opposition,” Mr. Chua said.

* . Ang Probinsyano Party-list Rep. Aifredf.
mmmmm ushed fc

mmwwm ork animals in
hale “The government lacks gufdeiineﬂn ~*
this. There should be efforts to evacu-:

~ ate livestock and work anlma%
mm and enterprises espec

onﬂnseamw
_ﬁ_'.,mﬁ___"_w =
ster for their mmaa&% "
astatement mﬁrﬂ.. j
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YOUTH IIIIGE[I TOLEAD FIﬁHT
V'S CLIMATE DISINFORMATION

By Mariejo S. Ramos
@MariejoRamosINQ

As world leaders gather next
week to take action against cli-
mate crisis, the country's for-
mer chief climate negotiator
called on young people to take
the lead in combating climate
disinformation and correcting
“decades of neglect” on critical
issues affecting the planet.
Speaking in an online fo-
rum ahead of the 2022 UN
Climate Change Conference,

Naderev “Yeb” Safo, execu-

tive director of Greenpeace
Southeast Asia, said the

youth are a “driving force -

against disinformation and
misinformation” fueled by
persistent campaigns of ch-
mate polluters.

He cited the fossil fuel in-
dustry has been historically
known to spread false informa-
tion on the connection of fossil
fuels and climate change.

‘Digital natives’

“Because young people are
digital natives, it is easier for
them to understand and en-
gage with these issues. They
are leading the action to tear
down false myths and broken
narratives surrounding fos-
sil fuels and climate change,”
Safio said during the sixth epi-
sode of the “Stories for a Better
Reality” talks on Oct. 28 of the
Department of Environment
and Natural’ Resources, the Cli-
mate Change Commission and
other groups.

He said the youth as the
biggest segment of the popula-
tion should be given the pow-
er to lead the calls for climate
justice as “inheritors of both
problems and solutions.”

Aware of the “problems and
deceptions brought by corpo-
rations and governments who
value money and profit over

people and climate,” Sano urged
young climate activists to “lead
the calls for a return to valuing life
and life-forms, human rights, the
environment and justice.”

The Sixth Assessment Report
of the Intergovernmental Panel
on Climate Change said the world
is set to reach the 15 degrees Cel-
sius warming lirnit in just two de-
cades.

‘Window is closing’

Sano said “only the most
drastic cuts on carbon emis-
sions could halt this.”

“Until now, more public
and private funds go to fossil
fuels instead of climate solu-
tions. Abolishing fossil fuel
subsidies alone would lead to
emissions reductions of up to

‘10 percent by 2030,” he said.

The United Nations Environ-
ment Programme warned in its
recent emissions gap report that
the “window is closing” on cli-
mate mitigation efforts, unless
emissions are cut by as much as
45 percent eight years from now
“to avoid global catastrophe.”

Chuck Baclagon, campaign-
er for environmental group 350.
org, said the latest emissions gap
report was proof that “as far as
climate science is concerned, it
[should be] all hands on deck to
organize society in such a way
that it no longer relies heavily on
fossil fuels to power its economy.

However, Baclagon

- stressed: that for decarboniza-

tion to occur in societies, there
has to be a “robust community
ownership of climate action.”

- “The imperative to act is not
only about ensuring collective
survival, but rather to stir the tra-
jectory of development toward
one that puts equity and ecology
ahead of the financial interests of
the wealthy. This must be at the

center of economic development -

" in the context of climate change,”
"he said. mo
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DIRER ‘PAENG
PIGTURE FORMS:
112 DEAD, 161
CALAMITY AREAS

By Frances Mangosing
and Angel Yabut
@Team_Inquirer

More deaths have been record-
ed due to landslides and flood-
ing triggered by the heavy rain-
fall brought by Severe Tropical
Storm “Paeng” (international
name: Nalgae), raising the num-
ber of fatalities nationwide to
112, the National Disaster Risk
Reduction and Management
Council (NDRRMC) said on
Tuesday.

More than half, or 61 of the
deceased, were from the Bang-
samore Autonomous Region in
Muslim Mindanao (BARMM),
which was not in Paeng’s path
but was battered by heavy rains

" induced by the fourth tropical
storm to hit the country for the
month of October.

The NDRRMC said 34 people
remained missing, down from
the 63 people earlier reported
as unaccounted for on Monday.

Paeng affected 2.4 million
individuals in 17 regions across

¥ the country, with 865,008 peo-
ple displaced and taking §g
shelter in more than 2,700 IZ
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DIRER'PAENG' PICTURE EMERGES: 12 DEAD, 161 CAL

FROMA1

evacuation centers nationwide,
the NDRRMC said.

The storm also damaged
6,542 houses valued at Pi2.4
million, and caused P1.3 billion
in losses in agriculture, affect-
ing 53,575 farmers and 58,000
hectares of crops, it added.

As of Tuesday, 161 areas
were placed under a state of ca-
lamity, the disaster agency said.

The declaration of a state
of calamity will enable local
government units to use their
calamity funds and hasten re-
lief and rehabilitation efforts.
The move will also be an effec-
tive mechanism to control the
prices of essential commodities
since a price freeze is automat-
ically in effect in areas under a
state of calamity.

A fifth weather disturbance
1at followed Paeng, named
ueenie” after it entered the

Philippine area of responsibili-
ty (PAR) on Monday, has waak
~ ened from a tropical depr
to a low pressure area, the state
weatheragency Philippine Atmo-
spheric, Geophysical and Astro-
nomical Services Administration
(Pagasa) reported on Tuesday.

Light to moderate, and at
times heavy, rains are to be
expected over areas in Caraga
and Davao Occidental between
the afternoon of Nov. 1 until
morning of Nov. 2, but no wind
signals were hoisted, according
to Pagasa.

The agency advised residents
in places prone to flooding and
rain-induced landslides to fol-
low evacuation and instructions
from their local government.

The low pressure area was
last spotted east of Hinatuam,
Surigao del Sur, and was mov-
ing generally westward. It is ex-
pected to dissipate in the early
morning of Nov. 2.

Queenie entered PAR as
a tropical storm on Oct. 31. It

|

weakened into a tropical de-
pression in the morning of Nov.
1before turning int> a low pres-
sure area in the 2 fternc of
the same day. '

Five of the 1y tropical cy-
clones that entered PAR this
year were in October alone, in-
cluding Queenie.

The estimated r:ost of
age caused by Faeng o Lhe
agriculture sector -eached P1.3
billion. This adds to the Piig
million and Pso mi!l-ioj in
farm losses due to Tropical De-
pressions “Maymay” and “Ne-

‘neng” that struck on Oct. 11 and

Oct. 13, respectively.

Higher toll

Of the deaths related to
Paeng, 28 were froir. Western Vi-
sayas, according to (lata from the
Regional Disaster Risk Reduc-
tion and Managem e nt Council in
Western Visayas (RIDRRMC-6).

It said 24 of them died of
drowning after being swept by
floodwaters, whil: two persons

suffered cardiac arrest and two

others were covered by mounds
of earth following a landslide.
‘Antique had the most num-

ber of fatalities with 11, fol-

lowed by Aklan with 6; Capiz, 6,
and Hleilo, 5.

The disaster teams also re-
ported 10 nﬁsmg persem-—in-
cluding six from Antique, two
from Iloilo province, and one
each from Aklan and Negros
Occidental.

At least mmﬁ families
or 1,130,651 ‘persons from 1,865

barangays across six provinces

and the highly urbanized cities

of Iloilo and Bacolod were af-
fected by Paeng, of whom 21,893
families stayed at 935 evacua-
tion centers in the region.

At least 4,550 houses in

Western Visayas were dam-

aged while 512 others were
destroyed, according to the
Department of Social Welfare
and Development in Western
Visayas (DSWD-6).

In Calabarzon (Cavite, Lagu-

na, Batangas, Rizal and Quezon),
police on Tuesday tallied six more
people who died reportedly from

~ drowning at the height of Paeng’s

wrath, raising to 28 the latest
number of fatalities in Luzon.

State of calamity

Three provinces and four
cities in the Bicol and Calabar-
zon regions were placed under
a state of calamity due to the
mounting number of fatalities
and losses caused by Paeng.

The province of Albay was
among the first to make the

declaration on Oct. 29, a few

hours after the storm made its
landfall in Catanduanes and Ca-
marines Sur provinces, accord-
ing to Gov. Noel Rosal.

Quezon province and its
capital, Lucena City, declared
a state of calamity on Monday.

In Catanduanes, where
Paeng made its first landfall on
Saturday morning, the Sanggu-
nian Panlalawigan placed the
island province under a state of

calamity on Monday. The sﬁ
was also declared in the

of Binan, San Pedro and Sa
Pablo in Laguna prov nce.

In northern Luzon, :pe
province of Cagayan vsas placi
under a state of ciamity on
Oct. 24 after it sustained more
than P1 billion in losies due to
damaged farms and struc
following the omilaught of
three storms that hi northe:n
Luzon from Oct. 12 to 20.

Ilocos Norte has been ld a
state of calamtty since Oct. 17/in
the wake of the onslzught of Ty-
phoon “Neneng” (international
name: Nesat). The prcvince was
again placed under a <tate of ca-
lamity on Oct. 27 following the
magnitude 6.4 earthcuake that
struck northern Luzon provinces
on Oct. 25. —WITH RIf ORTS FROM
JOEY MARZAN, DELFIN T |AALLARI JR.,
MICHAEL B. JAUCIAN, REf ANTHONY
OSTRIA, MADONNA T. VI OLA, VILLA-
MOR VISAYA JR., JOHN W ICHAEL MU-
GAS, TONETTE OREJAS, /C ANNA ROSE
AGLIBOT AND INQUIRER 1 SEARCH INQ
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Zambales fishers

wary of Chinese

rocket debris near
Panatag Shoal

PH Space Agency: ‘Expected unburned debris’ pos

By Joanna Rose Aglibot
@joannaglibotINQ

SAN ANTONIO, ZAMBALES—
Fishermen in this province raised
concern over the possibility of
floating debris at their fish-
ing ground that reportedly fell
from a Chinese rocket that was
launched on Monday afternoon.

Bobby Roldan, a local fish-
erman and vice chair for Luzon
of fisherfolk group Pamalakaya,
said this debris could pose a dan-
ger to fishermen venturing out
into the West Philippine Sea.

“We urge the authorities to
ensure that the fishing grounds
of our fishers are cleared of
any possible debris caused by
China’s recent rocket launch,”
Roldan told the Inquirer in a text
message on Tuesday.

On Monday, the Philippine
Space Agency (PhilSA) said a rock-
et was launched from the Wen-
chang Space Launch Center in
China's Hainan Island at 3:37 p.amn.
Philippine time that day.

In an advisory, PhilSA said
the rocket carried the Mengtian
laboratory module for the Tian-

gong space station, a research fa-
cility being built by China in orbit.

Traditional fishing ground

Citing the notice issued by
the Civil Aviation Administra-
tion of China to the Civil Avi-
ation Authority of the Philip-
pines, PhilSA said the identified
drop zone 1 was about 72 kilo-
meters from Bajo de Masinloc,
locally known as Panatag, or
Scarborough Shoal.

The shoal is about 240 km
from the coastline of Zambales
and serves as the traditional
fishing ground for fishermen in
Luzon. It is located inside the
country’s 370-km exclusive eco-
nomic zone.

PhilSA said drop zone 2 was
some 39 km from Busuanga town
in Palawan province.

“Anticipated to fall within
these areas are the ‘expected
unburned debris,’ or,parts of the
rocket designed to be discarded as
the rocket enters outer space,”
PhilSA said.

It said these components got
separated from the rocket min-
utes after the launch and were

‘considerable risk’ to boats, planes passing through drop zones

YT

Actual drop z0nes
may also vary because
of various faci:ors,
such as the Earth’s
rotation, weather and
climate conditions

Philippine Space /\gency

designed to float over Lodies of
water to minimize the hazard of
falling into populated :u eas.
“The booster stages are ex-
pected to fall on drop zanz1, while
the rocket fairing is expecied to fall
on drop zone 2,” PhilSA z dded.

Boats warned .
Although PhilSA noced that
the debris from Long IV arch 5B
would unlikely fall on Lind fea-
tures or inhabited area; in the
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MUNICIPAL WATERS ONLY A fisherman in Masinloc, Zambales,

“checks on his gear on Oct. 15 as he gets ready for another day off
fishing but only within the town’s municipal waters. Masinloc
fishers are scared to venture to their fishing grounds in Panatag
(Scarborough) Shoal after getting harassed by China’s coast
guard that claims the shoal as its territory. —JOANNA AGLIBOT

Philippine territory, falling de-
bris would still pose a “consider-
able ,gjgg..,;o ships, aircraft, fish-
ing m and other vessels that
will pass through the drop zones.
“Actual drop zones may also
vary because of various factors,
such as the Earth's rotation,
weather and climate conditions,”
it said.
It added: “There is also a
possibility for the debris to
float around the area and wash

toward nearby coasts.”

"' ‘Threatened’

But Roldan described the
falling rocket debris as “highly
alarming,” noting that debris
from a Chinese rocket had previ-
ously landed in Philippine waters
during an uncontrolled reentry.

He was referring to the sus-
pected fallen rocket fairings

_ from China’s launch of one of . vessel present in cur

its rockets that were found by

Filipino fishermer near Mmd-

oro Strait on July 27.

According to Foldan, Chi
has been failing in ing “re-
sponsible standaris” regqrdmg
space debris.

He said this recent acti ry by
China would’ “endanger” Filipi-
no fishermen, “who are already
threatened by the (Chinese pres-
ence in the Philipgine exclusive
economic zone.”

~ In 2012, China seized control

of Panatag Shoal after a tense
standoff with the Fl ilippine Navy,
which led the Philipine govern-
ment to file a case against China
before the internaiional afbltza—
tion court. ThePhahppmeswonm
the arbitration coiut but
ing was not recogni-ed by

In recent years, Filipino fish-
‘ermen have been reportedly ha-
rassed by patmnmg(:hmese,coast
guardsmtheareatwdnvmgthem
away using water cannons.

“We demand it.e Marcos ad-
ministration to denounce Chi
over this reckless :ct that could

possibly endanger : ny Ph:hpp:ne '

te.niton_al
waters,” Roldan saiil. ma |
5 s 5
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'ASTEROID THAT MAY COLLIDE

WITH EARTH DISCOVERED

WASHINGTON, D.C.: An international
team of astronomers on Monday
announced the discovery of a
large asteroid whose orbit crosses
that of Earth, creating a small

chance far in the future of a cata-
 strophic collision.

The 1.5 kilometer- (0.9 mile-)
wide asteroid, named 2022 AP7,

was discovered in an area notori-
ously difficult to spot objects due
to the glare from the sun.

It was found along with two

‘other near-Earth asteroids usinga

high-tech instrument on the Vic-
tor M. Blanco telescope in Chile

that was originally developed to

study dark matter.

“2022 AP7 crosses Earth's orbit,
which makes it a po entially haz-
ardous asteroid, bu it cuxrémly
does not now or anytime in the
future have a trajectory that will

have it collide with the Earth,” "

said lead author of he findings,

astronomer Scott Shi¢ ppard of the

DATE

e rﬁs:ﬂ:eroiqas

M ASTEROID FROM A1

ASTEROID THAT MAY
COLLIDE WITH EARTH

Carnegie Institution for Science.
The potential threat comes
from the fact that like any orbit-
ing object, its trajectory will be
slowly modified due to myriad .
gravitational forces, rotably by
planets. Foreca
difficult on the very long term.
The newly discovered asteruid

are therefore

is “the largest object that is po-

tentially hazardous to Earth to
be discovered in the last eight
years,” said NOIRLab, a US-fund-
ed research group that operates
multiple observatories.

12022/ AP7 takes five years to
circle the sun under its current
orbit, which at its closest point
to Earth remain several million
kilometers. away.

provoking an “"extinction event
like hasn’t been seen on Earth
in millions of years.” His team’s
results were published in the
_scientific journal The Astro-
@mrca! kmmaf The two other
_asteroids pose no risk to Earth,
but ene is.the closest asteroid
to the sun ever found. .
Some 30,000 asteroids of all
sizes —including more than 850
larger than a kilometer wide —
have been catalogued in the vi-
cinity of the Earth, earning them
the label “Near Earth Objects”
(NEOs). None of them threaten
Earth for the next 100 years.
According to Sheppard, there are
“likely 20 to 50 large NEOs left to
find,” but most are on orbits that

‘The risk is thereforz very put them in the sun’s glare.

small, but in case of a collision,
an asteroid of that size “would
have a devastating impact on
life as we know it,” said Shep-
pard. He explained that dust
launched inte the air would
have a major cooling effect,

- In preparation for a future discov-
ery of a more threatening object,
NASA conducted a test mission in
late September in which it collided
a spacecraft with an asteroid, prov-
ing that it was possible to change
its trajectory.
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