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DENR RegelabillZzirtiatiecsal v

ByLeander C. Domingo, TMT
*OT A fgh alal
TUGUEGARAO CITY: At least 12 critical watershed areas in Region 2 (Cagayan Valley) were

placed undr priority rehabilitation by the Department of Environment and Natural Resources
(DENR) under the National Greening Program (NGP).

Felix Taguba, DENR Region 2 assistant director for technical services, said the 12 watershed i
the region are part @he 131 priority critical watersheds in the country targeted for the reforestat
program this year.

Taguba said these 131 critical watersheds support the national irrigation systems, 12 of which
Region 2 cover some 870,013 hectares.

These are the Raat Watershed, Pinacanauan de Tuguegarao, Dummon Watershed, Baua Wate
and Zinundungan Watershed in Cagayan; Pinacanauan de San Pablo, Pinacanauan de Tuma
llaguen Watershed and Divilacan Watershed in Isabela; Magat Watershed and Casecnan What
Nueva Vizcaya; and Upper Cagayan River Watershed in Quirino.

Taguba said the rehabilitation of these watersheds through the NGP will protect and conserve
water supply in the Cagayan Valley which includes Cagayan, Isabela, Nueva Vizcaya, Quirino
the island province of Batanes.

AThe water wil!/ be beneficial to the peopl
and other agricultural purposes, 0 he said.

Earlier, the DENR Central Office has ordered the regional field offices icotlnetry to prioritize
sites within critical watersheds in the NGP targets for 2020.

The sites included to be prioritized are villages identified with communist armed conflicts as we
the poorest and most vulnerable provinces.

AThe r eh a b ictticat watershediareasfalsotaime to sustain growth and inclusive peac
through the provision of livelihood opportunities and developmentof toress e d ent er |
Taguba said.

He said that for this year, DENRegion 2 is targeting to establish NGRrgations in 1,649 hectares
which consist of 754 hectares in Isabela, 484 hectares in Nueva Vizcaya and 411 hectares in (

The DENR Region 2 is also doing efforts to protect and maintain the more than-h2date
plantations established since 30he added.

Sourcehttps://www.manilatimes.net/2020/06/04/news/regionstdegion 2-rehabilitatesl 2-critical-
watersheds/7296/
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The Department of Environment and Matural Resources (DEMR)
together with Philippine Mational Police (PMP) conducted a joint anti-
illegal logging operation at Sitio Tinago, Brgy. Kansungka, Baybay City.
The personnel seized 497 board feet of illegally cut lumber with a
market value of P 24,850,

“Continued vigilance of the public and the judicious response of
environmental law enforcers have led to another seizure of illegally cut
lumbers and the apprehension of the timber poacher,” Tirsa P. Parian
Jr., regional executive director of the Department of Environment and
Matural Resources [DENR) in Region & was quoted in a report.

o) - —

DENR CONFISCATES P24K
WORTH OF ILLEGAL LUMBER
IN BAYBAY CITY

M//vﬁ?a

O 24 1 Share

Sourcehttps://wwwfacebook.com/647748672089071/posts/1314045122126086/
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Business groups seek | 1D

June 03, 2020 at 10:10 pm
Manila Standard

Business and advocacy groups are pushing for the approval of an administrative order from the
Department of Environment and Natural Resources to liberalize wood processing in the Philippines in
anticipation of renewed investments.

The groups noted that current regulations, premised on the protection of natural and residual forests, had
discouraged investments in tree plantations and wood processing.

AA solution is to customize the current regul at
plantations to thrive. We, therefore,suppor t t he Departmentds propose:t
and | iberalize tree plantations, o0 the groups de

The paper was jointly drafted by the American Chamber of Commerce of the Philippines Inc., Australian-
New Zealand Chamber of Commerce of the Philippines, Canadian Chamber of Commerce of the
Philippines, Employers Confederation of the Philippines European, Chamber of Commerce of the
Philippines, Foundation for Economic Freedom Inc., Japanese Chamber of Commerce and Industry of
the Philippines Inc., Korean Chamber of Commerce Philippines Inc., Organization of Socialized and
Economic Housing Developers of the Philippines, Philippine Association of Multinational Companies
Regional Headquarters Inc., Philippine Chamber of Commerce and Industry Philippine Exporters
Confederation Inc., Philippine Wood Producers Association Inc., Society of Filipino Foresters Inc. and
the Sustainable Tree Farmers Group of the Philippines.

Some recommended a reduction of the inventory requirement from 100 percent to zero prior to the
harvest of planted trees in private lands. Inventory requirement should be maintained in forest lands prior
to the harvest of planted trees based on Presidential Decree 705, or the Revised Forestry Code.

If products are to be transported outside the tree plantation area, the government should just require a
certification that the products came from tenur
property in private lands.

Others want to allow private tree plantation owners and holders of tenure arrangements to establish their
wood processing plants to encourage vertical integration. They want to institutionalize a training program
for tree plantation certification and issue the guidelines for the recognition of third-party certifiers.

The Philippines has a growing wood demand but the current supply is unable to keep up. From 2006 to
2016, the average wood supply of the country is 5.17 million cubic meters while the wood consumption is
6.94 million m3, resulting in an average deficit of 1.77 million m3.

Promoting tree plantations can help meet the co
infrastructure projects and develop downstream wood industries, such as furniture and housing
construction.

It can reduce the countryds reliance on i mports
gross domestic product.

With an estimated 8 million hectares of land for timber, studies show the Philippines has the capacity to
produce at least 100 m3/ha of wood annually with high returns on investment.

If at least a million hectares is used for tree plantations that are sustainably managed, it could generate
$1 billion or P50 billion revenues annually.

The industry can generate jobs especially in the uplands where around 25 million Filipinos reside in
poverty and curb upland insurgency.

The average contribution of the sector to co-unt
2018.

Sourcehttps://manilastandard.net/mobile/article/325191
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Groups appeal for proper waste disposal

Publishedlune 3, 2020, 2:27 PM
By Ellalyn De VeraRuiz

Various groups on Wednesday appealed to the public to observe proper waste management, notir
in the usage of singlaese plastic from food packages, and medical and healthcare materials.

ARWe are seeing a s lsiMore peophe are opting fomaeliveries and ihad wilt oaly
mean that there iIis more plastic packaging us:s
Philippine Alliance for Recycling and Materials Sustainability (PARMS) president Crispian Lao.

Department of Environment and Natural Resources Undersecretary Benny Antiporda expressed tt
for waste segregation to begin at home to ensure easier recycling at dump sites.

Aside from an increase in plastic packaging use for food, a sharp insrgdastic medical and
heal thcare materials for hospital sdéd use has

AWhat we should be al armed about i s how t hect
said.

Al f we | ook at waste manage melightenaughdhatwaste Aveidance
should be top priority, and segregation at ¢
Lao said.

He suggested that industries fineed to desigr
arnd make a decision on whether a product should be reusable, recyclable, durable, repairable, hav
packaging, or even no packaging at all . o

Edwin Seah, head of Sustainability and Communications of Singaépsezl Food Industry Asia, raised
concerns agast hastily and indiscriminately banning all forms of sirgée plastic, like those used in
food packaging.

AThe fundament al purpose and function of foc
keep it safe, especially in a climatkdithe Philippined the humidity, the diverse networks, and the
chall enges of distributing food, and gettingc

AYou canoét jgnadepackaging everhightf Iotakek a lot of time and research. You have
pilotit,scalei t , and you have to go through a regul

Seah noted that plastic waste collection in the Philippines is not a problem.

Ailtds probably the highest in the region but
out.

Most often, waste materials that have already been collected have not been properly disposed of ¢
up in the ocean as marine litter.

AThe problem really is in terms of the facil
corporate andovernment affairs of Mondelez Philippines.

ASo, after i1itds collected, whatodos next? That
as the problem but in taking plastic waste management as a potential solution to this probleen éhat
facing, 0 he said.
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Rada said the company has been working closely with the city government of Parafiaque to help imprc
waste collection and has already invested P2anifior the construction of a plastic waste recycling plant
together with PARMS and its membessmpanies.

AiWe have a PARMS pilot recycling facility that
showcase i f we fi heshidy get it at full scale, o
inWe hope that it will be a showcase also for
somet hing that can be done and can help 1 mpro’

Sourcehttps://news.mb.com.ph/2020/06/03/growmmpeaifor-properwastedisposal/
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Wal ang Pl asti kan: Pl ast i

June 03, 2020 at 03:35 pm
Manila Standard

As parts of the country are placed under varying degrees of eased quarantine schemes, this has
caused a surge in the usage of single-use plastic due to a need for affordable, disposable or easy-
to-clean packaging and a rise in deliveries for households under lockdown.

AWe are seeing a shift in consumption pattern:
only mean that there is more plastic packaging usage to be expected, especially for food
packagi ng, 0 said Crispian Lao, president of the

Sustainability.

PARMS is a non-profit multi-stakeholder organization that aims to develop and implement a
comprehensive waste management program to increase resource recovery, such as plastics and
other packaging materials, and reduce landfill dependence leading toward a zero waste Philippines.

Lao was one of five speakers during the recent
honest conversationonplastcpackaging in the Philippinesd fc

Lao said while the use of plastic packaging and the sharp increase in plastic medical and healthcare
materials for hospital use are not alarming onntheir own, what is critical is how these wastes, plastic
or not, are being managed.

Anlf we | ook at waste management wunder the new
avoidance should be top priority and segregation at source is critical to any form of waste
management programs, o0 Lao said.

i We n e e dgn packagihg under the new normal focused on waste avoidance and make a
decision on whether a product should be reusable, recyclable, durable, repairable, have less
packaging, or even no packaging at all . o

Recycling activities have been put on hold due to the unprecedented situation caused by the
pandemic.

Edwin Seah, the Head of Sustainability and Communications of Singapore-based Food Industry
Asia, raised concerns against hastily and indiscriminately banning all forms of single-use plastic like
those used in food packaging.

AThe fundamental purpose and function of food
to keep it safe, especially in a climate like the Philippinesd the humidity, the diverse networks, and
the challenges of distributin g f ood, and getting it stored saf


https://manilastandard.net/mobile/search?q=Manila%20Standard
https://news.abs-cbn.com/news/06/03/20/virgin-coconut-oil-clinical-trials-for-severe-covid-19-cases-in-pgh-gets-greenlight?fbclid=IwAR1rmOqED4eCmobthbxI7YazxvQbzy3NpZNT_Gf8_E356GlaqxWp1EQNM4s
https://news.abs-cbn.com/news/06/03/20/virgin-coconut-oil-clinical-trials-for-severe-covid-19-cases-in-pgh-gets-greenlight?fbclid=IwAR1rmOqED4eCmobthbxI7YazxvQbzy3NpZNT_Gf8_E356GlaqxWp1EQNM4s
https://news.abs-cbn.com/news/06/03/20/virgin-coconut-oil-clinical-trials-for-severe-covid-19-cases-in-pgh-gets-greenlight?fbclid=IwAR1rmOqED4eCmobthbxI7YazxvQbzy3NpZNT_Gf8_E356GlaqxWp1EQNM4s
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AYou cano6t |-graalée packagwmgonerniglit. dt takks a lot of time and research. You have
to pilot it, scale it, and you have to go through a regulatory process...In the Philippines, plastic waste
collection is not a problem. It's probably the highest in the region but the problem is what happens
after it's collected,"” he added.

According to Toff Rada, country manager of corporate and government affairs of Mondelez
Philippines, the problem lies in the country's waste management program.

AnSo, after it's collected, wh-atdcral solotenstné lookihgat ' :
plastic as the problem but in taking plastic waste management as a potential solution to this problem
that we're facing," Rada said.

Based along ParafYfaque city, Mondel ez Philippi!
government to help improve waste collection and has already invested P2 million for the

construction of a plastic waste recycling plant together with PARMS and its member-companies.
AWe have a PARMS pilot recycling facility tha:
be a showcase if we finally get it at full scale,” Rada said.

i We hope t hasliowcase alsefol okher bitees and local governments to emulate and to
see that it is something that can be done and can help improve the entire recycling infrastructure in
the country, o he added.

As a company globally renowned for its portfolio of snacking brands which uses plastic to keep its
food safe and secure, Mondelez Philippines acknowledges its responsibility to its stakeholders and
the environment at large.

AAs a company, we are putting our stake ind t h
reduce our carbon footprint, and we're going to make all our packaging recyclable by 2025. And in

the short term, we've also committed to reduce the amount of global packaging material that we use
for our products by 65,000 tons by the end of this year," Rada said.

Sourcehttps://manilastandard.net/mobile/article/325149
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Suplay ng tubipanmdgany acng
COVIIDapat ayon sa Mani

By Dona Dominguez-CargulloJune 03, 2020 - 07:48 AM

Sapat ang suplay ng tubig ngayong panahon ng pandemic ng COVID-19 ayon sa Manila Water.

Sa panayam ng Radyo Inquirer, sinabi ni Manila Water spokesperson at head of corporate strategic
affairs Jeric Sevilla, tuloy ang suplay ng tubig 24/7 sa east zone.

Ito ay maliban na lamang kung magkakaroon ng emergency repairs sa ilang lugar.

Sinabi ni Sevilla na dinadagdagan ng National Water Resources Board (NWRB) ang alokasyon ng
tubig para sa Manila Water na ngayon ay 48 cubic meter per second na.

Mas mataas din ang ang antas ng tubig ng Angat dam at La Mesa dam sa ngayon kumpara sa
water level nito noong nakaraang taon kung saan nakaranas ng krisis sa suplay ng tubig.

Sourcehttps://radyo.inquirer.net/247022/suplagtubig-ngayongmay-pandemieng-covid-19-sapatayon
samanilawater
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Alir pollution levels rebound after quarantine eased

PublishedJune 3, 2020, 5:02 PM
By Ellalyn De VeraRuiz

Air pollution levels have rebounded in Metro Manila since the gradual easing of travel restrictions and «
activities in May, a study by Greenpeace and the Centre for Research on Energy and Clean Air (CRE/
Wednesday, June 3, showed.
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Workers commuhg on bicycles pass by augmentation buses for train passengers near a train station in Manila on June 1
(Photo by Ted ALJIBE / AFP / MANILA BULLETIN)

The Special Report on Managing Air Quality Beyond COM®revealed that pollution levels in Metr
Manila have been steadily increasing since the beginning of May, as industries restart and cities that h
major connecting highways reportedly began seeing more vehicles on the road.

The report compiled data of two major air pollutants that are ehfitten fossil fuel combustion, namely
nitrogen dioxide (NO2) and fine particulate matter (PM2.5).

Analysis of these two pollutants from March 15 to May 15, 2020 showed an initial and dramatic drop in
pollutant concentrations at the beginning of thekétown, and the gradual rebound during the modified
enhanced community quarantine (MECQ) on May 16.

With the metropolis shifting to looser restrictions on travel and other activities under the general comm
quarantine (GCQ) starting June 1, a retorsrhog and pollution levels prior to the enhanced community
quarantine may not be far behind, the study pointed out.

While the report looked at the entire Metro Manila, it gave a closer examination to the air quality in sev
major cities in the metropalj namely Makati, Pasig, Manila, Quezon, Marikina, San Juan, and Caloocar
show that the rebound trends are consistent across the capital.

A detailed analysis showed that levels of NO2 and PM2.5 drastically diminished within the first two wet
ECQ,with the exception of Caloocan). Quezon City and Manila saw the highest reductions of the six.

Al t hough the metrodéds overall air quality remai
gains are sliding back in all the cities.

The groys pointed out that this change was expected as the country remains heavily reliant on highly
polluting fossil fuel energy sources across all sectors.

NO2 and PM2.5 are linked to severe respiratory and cardiovascular health illnesses, they noted.

Exposura o hi gh | evels of air pollution affects t
increases vulnerability to COVHDI.

Greenpeace and CREA called for the immediate adoption of measures that would safeguard the air gt
cities and muicipalities, noting that while the restriction of movement during the ECQ was largely
responsible for the improved air quality in the past 10 weeks, stringent policies and better city and mok
planning will, moving forward after the pandemic, trulyadels s Met r o Mani | aés t
problem and improve its air quality.
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AAir pollution doesnodt have to be an inescapal
cities can be like with healthy, clean air. It also showed us that air pollution can be solved withficingac
peopl eds access to mobility, 0 -Malmiesaddpeace camp:
AMoving forward, I f the government is willing

and amplify it through policies and infrastructuaetive mobility and micro mobility, as well as invest in
efficient and safe mass public transport, then a return to the massive pollution levels before I®@¥iDbe
avoided, 0 she added.

The report also recommended recovery efforts that prioritize eleanmyy sources, green transportation
options, and enhanced micro mobility around localities, to keep air pollution at manageable levels, and
reduce the compounding risks to human lives and livelihoods brought about by the health and climate

i @r recommendations capitalize on opportunities for environmental, economic and social developmel

short and |l ong term, with efforts across | ocal
nor mal 6 must be | nmgauga Iniattyi vneu, s ta nbde bae tptaerrt ao fr i t

Sourcehttps://news.mb.com.ph/2020/06/03/pallution-levelsreboundafterquarantineeased/
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Il n Davao City, Briti sh
a young Philippine eagl

Kenneth Mheil Mangaya-Ay, Choose Philippines

Posted at Jun 03 2020 01:12 PM
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DAVAOCITY --The great Philippine Eagl e i s o0 n eSadyfitisalsor
considered an endangered species, with just 400 pairs left in the wild.

Protecting and ensuring their survival is a challenge bravely faced by the Philippine Eagle Foundation (PEF
Davao City, who keeps a population of these aniniale hoth in the wild and at their center. This initiative
inspired a biologist to make a masterpiece that will make us appreciate and protect our national bird.

The documentary is the brainchild of British wildlife documentary presenter, filmmaker,@adigt, Dan
O6Nei ll, who has an insatiable | ove for adventu

Al met with Jayson I banez in London and he told
from the ocean in the Sarangani Province. CominbedPhilippines and following her story made me more in €
of these mythical eagles that | ever imagined and have been sharing stories of them ever since, as well as
having very recently been named patron of the P

O6 Nei | | edtasometofttee werlt's most remote places in search of iconic animals: from the mounta
North Africa, the ancient Mayan temples of the Yucatan, and to the deepest parts of the Amazon rainforest
others. He documents his explorations throulgh, ieading to an understanding of how to stop wildlife crime.

This year, he began his doctoral research into the effects of war on wildlife across the world.
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Al have al ways been passionate about bi r-dwhichegarked

alfel ong wish to conserve these magnificent birds

‘®, t'j.an:-wxld' View Profile

nstagra

386 likes

His film, "Queen of Birds," follows the story of one young female eagle who was found drowning in the oce:
two fishermen. They saved her life and called iptisdm the PEF which set in motion this whole project.

~

Al came across to Mindanao with Ben Harris, a ¢c
eagles are and release her back into the wild. What happened was never what we ceulkl pagec t e d , 0
O6 Nei I |
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947 likes
©
The production experience made OO0ONeill feel at
n the Philippine

ATo see the connection people i
people so passionate about conservation because Bhilippine eagle proves the power one animal can have
inspire change and gives me so much hope. The incredible work of the PEF has kept the brilliant national t
the Philippines alive and living in the wild today! I'm incredibly honored to watlk the PEF moving forward an

to help encourage support for their work, o shar

[
©

O'Neill is also running a fundraiser for the PEF duringthe COQYID cr i si s. Al n these
foundation needs as much help as possible to catedd 00+ animals at the Philippine Eagle Center including

stunning Philippine eagles. 0 Donations can al so
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The short film is set to have a Digital Premier on June 10 in line with the celebration of theifhilipgle Week
2020.

This article was originally published on tB&oose Philippines website

Souce: https://news.absbn.com/life/06/03/20/idavaecity-british-documentarisfilms-plight-of-a-young
philippine-eagle?fbclid=IwAR10XLKxg gYUKbMTgXaQdAgf2a4igA3bpX6aGulY8VxXD2 -
1Z20fWM4
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BFAR raises red tide alert over Tacloban's
Cancabato Bay

By Sarwell MenianoJune 3, 2020, 3:53 pm

RECURRING. A portion of ed tidenfested Cancabato Bay in Tacloban Citjie Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic Resource
(BFAR) i mposed a shellfish ban in this cit yFhetoOuatesyd Gamera
ni Juan Photography)

TACLOBAN CITY -- The Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic Rasr ces ( BFAR) has i mposed
Cancabato Bay due to the recurrence of the red tide bloom.

BFAR found the red tide toxin in both shellfish meat and seawater of Cancabato Bay after a series of laboratory anal

BFAR Regional Diretor Juan Albaladejo said in a mobile phone interview on Wednesday that the presence of red tide
meat and water calls for the prohibition of gathering, trading, and consumption of shellfish from Cancabato over the
possibility of shellfish poisoning

He told the Philippine News Agency (PNA) that the mixing of warm and cold water due to sudden heavy rains trigger:
phenomenon.

This is the second red tide recurrence in Cancabato this year with the first recorded in early February.

BFAR conducts wddy monitoring of seawater in bays hit by red tide in the past, but for positive areas, authorities exal
water and meat samples three times weekly.

The fisheries bureau advised the public to refrain from eating, harvesting, selling, and buying phaditists and Acetes st
(small shrimps) from the affected bay until such time that the shellfish toxicity level has gone down and the authiftity \
the shellfish ban.

Fish caught in these areas are safe for human consumption provided that tfresb,amashed, and cooked thoroughly,
according to the BFAR advisor(PNA)

Source:
https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/11047762itsIwAROCIGYd7hQdYXSOSBugzdvKOmMJ7NgSyzghV_xsK:
wonR_pboaZ9WaKUPKY



https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1104776?fbclid=IwAR0cIGYd7hQdYxSOSBugzdvKOmJ7NqSyzghV_xsKywonR_pboaZ9WaKUPKY
https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1104776?fbclid=IwAR0cIGYd7hQdYxSOSBugzdvKOmJ7NqSyzghV_xsKywonR_pboaZ9WaKUPKY
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Go see-§ploBE&nNnti al as | e

As the coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) continues to hamper businesses, livelihood and
school preparations, Senator Christopher ABon:
company I ntercontinent al B 113) effdr coaise fits telegisiol faailijes as a 1
a remote learning platform.

In a statement, the senator said that the proposal should enable the Department of Education
(DepkEd) to air curriculum-based programs when schools reopen on 24 August 2020.

Previously, Go had urged the Education department to explore alternative means to ensure
continued learning process of students amid COVID-19 pandemic, as such alternative modes should
ensure the safety of the students and without unnecessarily putting additional burden on the part of
their parents.

The senator cited Republic Act No. 8370, also
requires a minimum of 15 percent of a networ ki
childrenbés positive devel opment .

He also called for a review of teaching strategies that were based on new technology whilst taking
into consideration the availability of the internet, as the use of broadcast media would ensure a more
inclusive access to learning by allowing students without internet access to participate.

President Rodrigo Duterte T in his latest report to Congress 8 revealed that the satellite television
industry is in active dialogue with the government regarding remote learning opportunities.

The government also aims to use the state-owned IBC-13 to air curriculum-based television
programs to students in Metro Manila, Central Luzon and Calabarzon. Presidential Communications
Operations Office Secretary Martin Andanar said the network, currently underutilized, would require
a P100-million investment to widen its reach.

Go also underscored that the use of broadcast media would enable rural schools, which often lacked
an adequate supply of teachers and classrooms, to accommodate more students, including the
beneficiaries of the Balik Probinsya, Bagong Pag-asa program.

Sourcenttps://tribune.net.ph/index.php/2020/06/034&gesibc-13-potentialaslearningplatform/



https://tribune.net.ph/index.php/author/tribuneadmin/
https://tribune.net.ph/index.php/2020/06/03/go-sees-ibc-13-potential-as-learning-platform/
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Rogue says youth virus s

June 04, 2020 at 01:30 am
Vito Barcelo and Willie Casas, Rey E. Requejo, Joel E. Zurbano

The government wants to limit the movement of young people and advised them to stay at home for they
play a big role in the spread of COVID-19, Palace spokesman Harry Roque said Wednesday.

i We ar e dasedogsciencd. Ishas been shown that in addition to the threat to young people, it
is a fact that they are the spreaders. Thatdés t
interview over ANCO6s Headstart progr am.

AYoung peopl e tudiesamdohis s homwgccdpted, aae actually the spreaders in any
pandemic. Thatdéds why we are trying to |imit the

He said many young people who are below 21 years old may be infected by the coronavirusd even if
they don't show symptomsd and have likely played a role in the spread of the virus.

The Palace official has advised young people as well as senior citizens to stay at home unless they need
to obtain essential goods and services.

In the interview, Roque encouraged young people to abstain from going to malls or gathering in groups
and said they should avoid any unnecessary trips.

Health Undersecretary Maria Rosario Vergeire, meanwhile, reported that the COVID-19 mortality rate
continues to fall, after the Philippines recorded its lowest number of deaths in a single day on June 1.

At a virtual press conference, Vergeire also emphasized how the average number of deaths recorded
per day has been dropping over the past few weeks.

Starting at an average of 25.3 deaths every day in April, this has dropped to 1.6 deaths a day by the end
of May, she said.

The steady decrease in the number of recorded d
hospitals and health facilities are successfully coping with COVID-19 cases, she added.

At the same time, Vergeire said, some COVID-19 cases may have been counted twice.

nAfter the | aboratories submitted their compl et
cases were duplicat es VdrgeiesaidmntFiip;mo. | abor atori es, 0

Vergeire said 38 of 42 reverse transcription-polymerase chain reaction (RT-PCR) laboratories have
already submitted their complete line list, which lists tests conducted by laboratories from the time they
began operating.

In validating cases, a laboratory has to send their full line list of positive patients to the epidemiology
bureau, which identifies and removes duplicate entries such as multiple tests done for one patient.

The epidemiology bureau proceeds then to identify new confirmed cases that have not been previously
encoded in the system.

nlf all | aboratories submit their daily accompl
anymore and we wil|l only be r e pishappensgve dan sastlinat the aaly
situation is more accurate based on the new cas

On Tuesday, the Department of Health (DOH) reported 63 more health care workers have been infected by
COVID-19, bringing the total to 26® as of June 1.

The DOH said 1,438 of these health workers have recovered from the respiratory illness, while the death tc
remained at 32 since May 29.


https://manilastandard.net/mobile/search?q=Vito%20Barcelo%20and%20Willie%20Casas,%20Rey%20E.%20Requejo,%20Joel%20E.%20Zurbano
https://pia.gov.ph/news/articles/1043686
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The DOH said 1,438 of these health workers have recovered from the respiratory iliness, while the death toll
has remained at 32 since May 29.

The other 1,199 medical workers are active cases and are undergoing treatment or are under quarantine.
Of the number, 997 are mild cases, 201 are asymptomatic, while one is in severe condition.

Health workers still account for 15 percent of the total cases nationwide.

A Supreme Court associate justice meanwhile revealed that some lower court judges in the National Capital
Region refused to undergo rapid testing for coronavirus.

During a virtual seminar about AChallenges to Ren:
the Court Appointments Watch, Associate Justice Marvic Leonen expressed disappointment over the refusal
of some judges to get tested for COVID-19.

Leonen said the SC has offered first and second court judges the opportunity to undergo rapid testing as part
of its measures to prevent spread of COVID-19 infections among justices, judges court employees and
litigants.

The magistrate admitted that he was disappointed because of the different excuses being given by judges
who did not avail of the rapid testing.

S much of i ts r

AfiHere we are, the Court spe a
0 i d.

di
notwanttotak e advantage of it, e

n ng
h s a
Court Administrator Jose Midas Marquez said the free rapid testing was offered only to National Capital
Judicial Region (NCJR) because NCR is the epicenter of the COVID-19 pandemic in the country.

Alt was vol wereanumbersobjudges veho availed. Others maybe did not see the need because
they had no symptoms, o0 he said.
There are around 400 lower court judges in the NCJR.

Marquez said some judges didnét avail of nitbswchasapi
Marikina and Paranaque have made such tests available tot heir constituents.

As of May 31, a total of 1,698 Supreme Cout personnel including five justices have tested negative for
coronavirus diseases (COVID-19) after undergoing rapid tests that started last May 26.

The rapid testing will continue until all of the 2,700 officials and employees have been tested as part of the
SCébs complementary efforts to t-i% governmentoés dr |

Earlier, Chief Justice Diosdado Peralta announced that all courts nationwide will be fully operational starting
June 1, although there would be a limit to the number of people who will be allowed inside the courts.

Cases, pleadings, and required documents may still be filed either manually or electronically.

Also on Wednesday, Senator Franklin Drilon on Wednesday proposed to use the 5 percent franchise tax on
Philippine Offshore Gaming Operators (POGOs) to fund the government expenses for COVID-19 activities.

"This is a significant amount that the government should be able to utilize. We must exert every effort to make
these POGOs comply with our tax laws and settle their unpaid dues. This is nothing compared to the social
problems their continued presence has brought to the country,” Drilon said.

"The main justification for allowing the POGOs to stay in the country and even to operate ahead of other

businesses during the enhanced community quarantine was to help fund the COVID-19 measures. My
amendment will bring teeth to this policy," he added.

Source:https://manilastandard.net/mobile/article/325211
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Palace ensures strengtheémesponse to transportatio
problem amid GCQ

June 3, 2020

_'_»,3_ Presidential
<./ Communications

Presidential Spokesperson Harry Roque ensured that concerned agencies will continue to
strengthen the response to the transportation problem in Metro Manila amid the General

Community Quarantin  e.

AfAng DOTR naman po ay -atthonze gonga pabadony dup at lumarga po

sa dal awang rut a. Yung galing po sa Angat papun
Dasmarinas papunta rin ng EDSA. Nagbigay po ng libreng sakay ang MMDA, nagbigay po

ng libreng sakay ang Hukbong Sandatahan. So hindi po natin kagustuhan na ma -
inconvenience ang ating mga mananakay pero binibigyan po natin ng priority yung social

distancing. (The DOTTr has responded and authorized private buses to take two routes.

FromAngat t o EDSA, and those from Dasmari fas going
Forces have also provided free rides. So we do not want to inconvenience our commuters

but we are giving priority to soci al di stancing

Pres. Spokesperson Roque stated that there is no need for a ficommuter ¢

the government feels the hardship of the people from the start.

Meanwhile, the Inter  -Agency Task Force on Emerging Infectious Diseases (IATF -EID) will
have a meeting that aims to improve the policy of the government a gainst the Corona Virus
Disease 2019 (COVID -19).

-Mela Lesmoras

Sourcehttps:/ptvnews.ph/palacensuresstrengthenedesponsdo-transportatiorproblemamidc
gca/?fbclid=IwWAR19IMWEYpmOjgXZ4Kn5nypOVIW7CcgTRTeYPrQuzbfbT3oqu Cit99f0aMk



https://ptvnews.ph/palace-ensures-strengthened-response-to-transportation-problem-amid-gcq/?fbclid=IwAR19MwEYpmOjgXZ4Kn5nypOVtW7CcqTRTeYPrQuzbfbT3oqu_Cit99f0aMk
https://ptvnews.ph/palace-ensures-strengthened-response-to-transportation-problem-amid-gcq/?fbclid=IwAR19MwEYpmOjgXZ4Kn5nypOVtW7CcqTRTeYPrQuzbfbT3oqu_Cit99f0aMk
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DoTr easing commute for

Francis Wakefield

| S

Department of
Transportation

.

Transport officials no longer need to commute to understand the hardships workers have to endure
while going to work due to lack of available public transportation, Malacafiang said Wednesday.

This came after Senator Nancy Binay challenged officials from the Department of Transportation
(DoTr) to join the public commute while the general community quarantine (GCQ) is ongoing in
Metro Manila. She criticized the agencyds all
workers scrambling for vehicles.

Presidential spokesman Harry Roque said officials understand the realities on the ground and
assured the public that the government is doing everything it can to solve transport woes.

AOh, no. That was done before. Either way, t h:
said.

AWe understand the senti ments o byerstoimpamenta59-50 W
work scheme similar to what the government i s

Binay noted that those with private vehicles can freely travel around the metropolis to go to work, but
the commuting public i1 s | etfartspowi t h Avery | i mit:

Despite the transportation chaos on the first day of relaxed quarantine in Metro Manila, the Land
Transportation Franchising and Regulatory Board (LTFRB) said buses plying city or provincial routes
and traditional jeepneys are still not allowed to operate.

In a Palace briefing on Tuesday, LTFRB chairman Martin Delgra claimed undecided when to allow
these transport modes under the planned dual-phase reopening of transportation in the region.

Meanwhile, Transportation Secretary Arthur Tugade said they are thoroughly studying how
provincial buses and jeepneys could soon return to the road to cater commuters that are now going
back to their workplaces.

The Philippine National Police has mobilized additional buses and trucks to ease the burden of
commuters in Metro Manila and other areas.

Police mobile units have been used to provide free rides to the elderly, pregnant women, nursing
mothers and those with small children.


https://tribune.net.ph/index.php/author/francis-wakefield/
https://tribune.net.ph/index.php/2020/06/03/go-sees-ibc-13-potential-as-learning-platform/
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From 1 to 21 June, trains, buses, taxis, transport network vehicle services, shuttle services, point-to-
point buses and bicycles are allowed to operate but with limited passenger capacity.

The DoTr currently implements a rationalized bus route in Metro Manila 8 bringing down the
number of routes from about a 100 down to 31.

From 22 to 30 June, public utility buses, modern PUV and the UV Express may be allowed to
operate with limited passenger capacity as well as the transport modes already allowed earlier.

All of these modes implement reduced capacity, cashless payments, and health protocols such as
wearing of face masks, disinfection of vehicles, availability of sanitizers and use of thermal scanners.

Disinfection facilities are also installed in public transport terminals and contact tracing will be
conducted.

with Kristina Maralit
@tribunephl_tina

Sourcehttps://tribune.net.ph/index.php/2020/06/04/eedsingcommutefor-workers/
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Metro Manila ramp up bike lanes as more workers opt
bike-to-work routine

Aileen Cerrudo A June 3, 2020

Several cities in Metro lhila ramped up their bicycle lanes as more workers opted foitdsikerk routine
amid the limited public transportation due to community quarantine.

In San Juan City, yellow markers and bike lane signage were placed along bicycle lanes to guide
Bollard will also be installed to ensure their safety.

According to San Juan City Mayor Francisco Zamora, they launched theippaipycle on Wednesday (Jur
3) in celebration of World Bicycle Day.

AWal a si yang p odohsarve agiphysicali sgcal diatgncing &aya kung mapapansin mo iy
bike lanes natin talagang good for one bike at tsaka one directio(Tlagg is no pollution, and [it] observe
physical and social distancing. You can notice that our bike lanes are only good forkenand one
di r e c hesaichop Wednesday (June 3).

Taguig City reopened the bike lane along C6 road and installed additional bike lanes along C
Boulevard and Bayani Road. The local government said they will add more bike routes, as weltlas: |
Bike Lending Program for employees in the city.

Meanwhile, Quezon City aims to extend itslmeter bike lane to 161 kilometers and upgrade its sigr
and infrastructure for the safety of the cyclists.

As more workers riding their bicycles to wotkDSA Evolution Spokesperson Keisha Mayuga said it wc
be a big help to install protected bike lanes to prevent unnecessary accidents.

Al mportante na markahan i1iyong bike | anes par ¢
lanes. And iyonginakamaganda talaga is for protected bike l&eés important for bike lanes to be marke
so that motorists and road users will be more aware of bike lanes. And what is even better are protec
| a n eshe)saidAAC (with reports from Asher Cadaan Jr.)

Sourcehttps://www.untvweb.com/news/metmanilarampup-bike-lanesasmoreworkersoptfor-bike-to-
work-routine/
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