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OLeave ahast sa,nd snakes al

ByJonathan L. Mayuga

May 3, 2020

As the Philippines braces for the worst impact of the 2019 novel coronavirus diseasel@qatdemic within
its shores, thelame has put weight on where it all sta&esdwet market in Wuhan City in Hubei, Chéhavhere
exotic live animals and their meat are openly sold.

Equally placed on the spotlight are some of the most unappreciated and abhorred animals ondhiegbéamés
and snakes.

Even the little known scaly anteater, incidentally one of the most traded animals in the world today, is put o

Before we go on full blast in victirblaming here, let us trace back where the problem really Belganting for
food, trophy and sports which later on emerged into a transnational crime, the lucrative illegal wildlife trade,
major driver of biodiversity loss.
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Environment Assistant Secretary Ricardo Calderon said there are scentifies linking deadly viruses and
diseases to wild animals and the illegal wildlife trade.

It is primarily because of human consumption of wild animals, driven either by the love for exotic food or be
t hat eating certai n rtgicduldleaa to a lormdr kfedbspame at or t heir
L e R T e .
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Some people also believe that the meat and parts of certain wild animals have high medicinal value, or hav
aphrodisiac effects when eaten.

Many of the arrests made by the Department of Environment and Natural Reso@&hiéy) (I coordination with
various law enforcement agencies, Calderon said, can also be attributed to the increasing demand in the ill
trade.

AThat is why we are strengthening our | aw enfor
permits. We get inputs from our research agency, the Ecosystems Research and Development Bureau [EFR
determine whether the requested species for importation are not invasive and may cause an environmenta
in the future, o0 Calderon said.

[ dtONDS (G NF RS

The value of illegal wildlife trade in the Philippines is estimated at P50 billion a year, or roughly over $1 billi
including the market value of wildlife ecological role and value, damage to habitats incurred during poachin
loss inpotential ecotourism revenues.

Based on the DEN#Biodiversity Management Bureau (BMB) confiscation records, the top 3 illegally traded
species in the country by number of confiscated individuals from 2010 to 2019 are the Palawan pangolin, tt
common hill nyna, and the tokay gecko.

Based on the Bureau of Customs (BOC) records, snakes, monitor lizards and turtles are the most common
traded species for export.

On the other hand, assorted spiders, live pigeons, impala, rhinoceros horns, taraotpiassselephant tusks
and birdsdéd nests are the most common animal s an

| 2YRdA G 2F 122y200 RA&SIAS

Describing illegal wildlife trade as fAa conduit
Tenazas, officer in chaegof the Wildlife Resources Division of DENBMB, said hunting for domestic and

international wildlife trade continue to threat
AWhile hunting animals from the wil d aregforgeneratiang

the scale of this practice was relatively small and observed to be limited to subsistence consumption in the
years, 0 she said.

However, as years passed and the trend and behavior changed, she said wildlife began to be ttadadckigtsve
and gained momentum since 1980s when high demand for wildlife species started and went beyond mere
subsistence consumption.

ANowadays, wildlife is not only sold primarily
said.

. FGa ra wSO02t23A0Ff NBASND?2

Citing a report published by the World Health Organization on February 21, Tenazas said it was reported tt
most | i kely fecol ogical reservoiro of the novel
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While there are no known record of studyesearch directly linking human consumption, trade of wildlife and
open market sale of wildlife raw meat as causing an epidemic in the Philippines, there are already scientific
research studies that prove that coronavirus is a zoonotic disease, whith timat it can be transmitted from an
animal host to humans, caused by wildlife trade, she said.

b2 F22R 2NJ WYSRAOAYSQ

Calderon said, unlike animal livestock or farm animals raised specifically for meat, wild animals are not for |
consumption and riler are their parts, nor they are meant to be cure for cancer or lingering illnesses.

AfiMore often than not, these beliefs that ani mal
Calderon said.

He said bats, rats, snakes and other viddhat are often hunted and killed have important ecosystem function
and they are best left alone in their natural habitats.

nilt i s best to |l eave wild animals alone, 0 he sa

2S00 YIENYSGAQ RAESYY!

According to Tenazas, wet markets have been identifiegdeasplaces for incubating new diseases and bolsteri
their transmission to humans.

ARThe i ncreasi

ng rate of wildlife trade, traffic
epidemics, 0 she

sai d.

According to Tenazas, emerging infecis diseases (EIDs), particularly zoonotic @anelsseases that can be
transmitted from animals to hum#@nare a significant and growing threat to global health, and global econom
security.

She said it is highly probable that transmission can occuughrolose contact between humans and wildlife as
part of ongoing illegal wildlife trade.

[AYAay3d AYGSNI Oaz2y

TENAZAS, hence, suggested that the best way to avoid a potentially deadly virus: people should limit inter:
with wildlife.

AThe Phia inpepgiandei viesr se country. Thus, in order to
and its resources, and to be able to ensure public health and safety, the DENR, through the [BMB] has lon¢
enforcing Republic Act 9147 and is totallyopibiting the collection, hunting and possession of wildlife, its by
products, and derivatives including trading and

W{fIFLI AY GKS &N

Under the Wildlife Act, the penalty is not severe for those caught in illegal wildlife titatkpends not only on thu
act but also on the conservation status of the wildlife.
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Currently the highest penalties for critically endangered species that can be imposed are six years and
to 12 years imprisonment, or a fine of P100,80@1 million for killing; two years and one day to four year:
imprisonment or a fine of P30,000 to P300,000 for hunting; and only two years and one day to four yee
imprisonment or a fine of P5,000 to P300,000 for trading wildlife.

For mere transport afildlife, the penalty is only six months to one yaarprisonment and/or P50,000 to
P100,000.

Often, violators get the minimum jail term or fine upon pleading guilty to the crime, hence, getting some
of reprieve.

{ 9GSNJ LISYI

The DENRBMB is nowpushing for an amendment to the law to impose the most stringent penalty, pos
of 20 years imprisonment, for wildlife trafficking.

AThis effort to amend [the | aw] is to ensure
disincente , t oget her with our incessant effort to

This, according to Tenazas, aims to ensure compliance of the permitting system under the Convention
International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild FamadaFlora and the DENR to prevent illegal wildlife
trade.

{GNBYIIKSYAYy3d 146 SyF2NOSYS

Recognizing the indispensability of effective law enforcement, the DBNIB is also strengthening
partnership with different las@énforcement agencies in the countrgtthhan airports, ports and other borders
to prevent wildlife crimes and to include other crosiaborative activities, she said.

On the capacity building side, she said there are 12 workshops lined up for 2020, such as Online Trad:
Investigation, and thEinancial Investigation on Wildlife Crimes Advance Prosecutor and Enforcement
Workshop, which are to be conducted in partnership with UNODC, USAID Protect Wildlife Project, BM
ADB/GEF IWT Project and the United States Department of Justice Office o§€aseProsecutorial
Development, Assistance, and Training Counter Wildlife Trafficking.

AOQur effort wildl include escal ation of the cal
consumption, to public security and to public health widheénd in view of furthering the enforcement effor
against trafficking of wildlife, o0 she said.

P
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FCF's relief assistance benefits over 10,000
Vizcayano villagers

By Benjamin Moses M. EbreoPublished on May 2, 2020

AYOMBONG, Nueva Vizcaya, May 2 (PIA) FCF Minerals Corporation recently provided rice and
grocery assistance to the villagers of Quezon and Kasibu towns as part of its support to the
government efforts in mitigating the effects of the COVID -19 pandemic in the province.

l an Mol l er, FCF6s manager for sustainabilitle
more than 10,500 households of Quezon townos
the agencyds support to the O6Bayani han to Heal

0O0These assistance were given dur i n giodtinhAeril da divann
in three waves to help our villagers in coping up with the adverse effects of the ECQ in their
communities,d6 he said.

The rice and grocery assistance were given in the barangays of Quezon such as Darubba, Bonifacio
Aurora, Baresbes Boliwao, Caliat, Calaocan, Dagupan, Maasin, Maddiangat, Nalubbunan and
Runruno.

Villagers of the neighboring barangays of Tadji, Papaya and Antutot in Kasibu town also received the
food assistance.

Moller said the assistance were realized using the 2019 unused funds of the Annual Social
Development and Management Plan (ASDMP) for the barangays.

0The real |l i gnment of funds was requested by
GeoSciences Bureau (MGB) so that they can use them foCOVID1 9 mi ti gati on
added.

Moller said the realignment of unused 2019 ASDMP funds was asked by the MGB among mining
companies in the country for use in mitigating the adverse effects of the ECQ due to the COVID-19
pandemic.

He added that the 2020 SDMP realigned budget also funded the additional relief assistance of the
neighbouring communities to supplement the first budget released under the 2019 ASDMP
unutilized fund.

The distribution of the relief assistance was conducted throughthe mi ni ng company¢
Relations Office (CRO) in coordination with the ASDMP focal persons in the barangays and local
officials.

FCF operates the gold molybdenum projects at barangay Runruno and also funds the SDMPs of its
host barangay and neighboring communities.(MDCT/BME/PIA 2Nueva Vizcaya)
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Green gold

Calamansi brings in revenues to residents of Homonhon

By: Cyrain Cabuefias- @inguirerdotnet

InquirerVisayas/ 05:15 AM May 03, 2020
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Borongan City, Easrn Sama¥y While other areas of Homonhon island are grappling with the impact of ¢
pit mining, three barangayse extracting revenues from another source: calamansi.

Calamansi or Philippine lime enjoys high demand as it is used heavily for food and beverage preparati
some residents are able to earn as much as P30,000 a month from the sale of theirwithdihe fruits sold
at around P70 for every 100 pieces. Most of the producers are small shareholder farmers with each hc
owning 200300 trees. The biggest farm spanning 10 hectares has 5,00@naidrees, which grow well in
coastal areas.

As it is, the three barangays in this island two hours by boat from the town of Guiuan are able to produ
enough calamansi to supply the needs of some towns in Eastern Samar, even going as far asatloenégi
of Tacloban City. But there remains rodon growth and one opportunity can be unlocked by putting in ple
light processing equipment that will, for example, make powdered juice out of the excess fruits that
accumulate when production hits its peak and the selling price plunges to as lowfasev26éy 100 pieces.

For longtime Homonhon resident Ma. Josefina Montes, who also heads the Homonhon Environmental
Rescuers Association (Hero), the earnings potential of calamansi gives another reason to protect the i
from environmental degradation
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Montes said much of that natural bounty castil be enjoyed during her childhood, but the steady mining
activities since 1983 had spoiled her piece of paradise.

On April 8, a Panamanian cargo vessel arrived in the waters off Homonhon and loaded 7,000 metric tc
chromite ore to be shipped to i@a. Locals, along with Guiuan Mar Annaliza Gonzales, Vice Gov. Marica
SisonGoteesan, Gov. Ben Evardone, Rep. Maria Fe Abunda, Bishop Crispin Varquez and members o
Borongan cl ergy, strongly protested the shipo:

Noting the vessel s crew being made up of 13
violation of quarantine restrictions that are being imposed to prevent the spread of the coronavirus.

But the Department of Environment and NaturasReur ces ( DENR) di smi ssed
saying the ship was anchored far from the shore and that no crew member had disembarked. Neither
workers from the island board the ship, the agency added.

The DENR also quoted the guidelines set leyltiterAgency Task Force on the Management of Emerging
Diseases saying the flow of exports and imports should not be hampered. It also said Tech Iron Resou
a mining company operating in the island since 2015, had secured a Department oflétraltice to
continue its activities during the quarantine period. Thus, the ship was able to set sail on April 18 with «
worth an estimated P61 million.

The 26,000 acre Homonhon islaiscknown for its vast deposits of nickel and chromite, from which
chromium is extracted to be used in the production of corrasisistant superalloys, nichrome and stainles
steel. Chromium is also used as a pigment for glass, glazes and paint, amidzi@ag agent for tanning
leaher. It is also sometimes used as a gemstone.

Aside from small scale miners, five big mining companies have staked their claim to the island.

The mining companies do perform some community services like ferrying chiteiszhool, giving
galvanized iron sheets and generator sets, and offering jobs, the Hero advocates acknowledged, but t
habitat and their familyds welfare are more i1

/I NAaOFfted SyRIy3aSNBR
One environmental cost that mining haa&ed from the island is the loss of the rare Philippine cockatoo

(Cacatua haematuropygia) that the | ocals call
Conservation of Nature as a critically endangered species.

Fr. Roneil Canillasan avid photographer and a member of the National BiraNéat society, has observed
that Homonhon used to be a haven for birdwatchers.

T

) ese days, Homonhon is no | onger very rewar:
di

h
d ndhsightofithered ent ed cockat oo endemic to the i sl

What you see now are balding forests due to mining activities, he added, a view shared by Bishop Var
who has been resolute in opposing mining activities in the province. idigr\can see the evidence of
degradation there, he said.

AEven the quality of the water has been affect
fauna in the island by the Philippine Misereor Partnership Inc. and the Visayasi@tegesity confirmed that
other species have become endangered, among them the Visayan tarictic hornbill, the giact@eidsh
flying fox, Philippine tarsier, and the Philippine iron wood.

On April 22, Earth Day, the locals expressed their environmhexivocacy through social media since mass
gatherings are still forbidden. An online petition to save Homonhon and stop mining operations in the i
spearheaded by Pastor Fr. Christian Ofilan gathered 10,000 signatures in just two days.
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Providing a ray of hope is the plan of LEarres, head of the Community Environment and Natural Resou
Office, to have Homonhon declared as a protected area not just because of its natural resources but a
because of its historical significance being thaliag site of Magellan.

| 2YYdH2A¥YiO®S Ny

The community concern about the presence of
r nd i n appr ovi ngl9trektrectiohsphave made headlnt
t

S
DENROGsSs turna u
entithni t ed Nationsd at

0

0
and reached h
That same day, pictures of vegetables and fruits being harvested by local farm owners also flooded the
Facebook page of some Homonhon residents. Root crops and calamansi abound in the remaining thre
barangays in the island that remained untodchdoy mi ni ng acti vities. Ottt
likewise grow there. People from these villages are self sufficient and experience no water shortage.

Some enterprising families have already produced calamansi concentrate and have soldribesry stores
in bigger cities.

Such contrast in fortune has nurtured a sliver of hope among other islanders: What if Homonhon could
become a hideaway for nature lovers, or at least become a major source of calamansi for the province
region?0 CONTRIBUTED

31 OGRAODOGTITAOOET ACOBETI-SOEARDBRIUBOT &y 8t VRBINTCOAAT
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Air pollution in Manila during ECQ
Improves; levels rise in some provinces

Published May 2, 2020, 1:43 PM
By Ellalyn de Vera-Ruiz

Air pollution in Metro Manila continues to dramatically improve as people shelter in their homes to
halt the spread of coronavirus disease, according to a study released by experts from the University
of the Philippines (UP).

(ALVIN KASIBAN / MANILA BULLETIN)

Using a combination of ground, satellite, and modeling-based approaches, experts from the UP-
Dil i mands Col | e geagineedany vissaize@ thecexenteohcdanges in air quality weeks
before the implementation of the enhanced community quarantine (ECQ) and during the six weeks
of lockdown.

Professor Roseanne Ramos of the Department of Geodetic Engineering mapped the weekly
average nitrogen dioxide (NO2), a pollutant from emissions of cars, trucks, buses, power plants and
off-road equipment.

Weeks before the ECQ, elevated levels of NO2 have been observed in the northern and central
cities of Metro Manila.

However, NO2 levels have decreased from the second up to sixth week of lockdown.

The UP experts cited that this observation was confirmed by continuous data from Airtoday.ph
stations at EDSA-Mufioz and the Lung Center of the Philippines (LCP) in Quezon City.

Airtoday.ph, which measures the pollution index through stations in strategic sites in the metropolis,
is a joint effort of UP Diliman, Rotary Club of Makati, and LCP.

HIGH POLLUTION LEVELS IN PROVINCES
While Metro Manila saw an improvement in air quality on the sixth week of ECQ, some provinces
outside the capital observed otherwise.

The UP team plotted the aerosol optical thickness of NO2 using images from the Himawari-1
satellite to study the air pollution levels in Metro Manila and other provinces.

Professor Gerry Bagtasa of the Institute of Environmental Science and Meteorology (IESM)
confirmed that the drop iIin the National Capi t
March is due to the ECQ.

However, parts of Pampanga, Tarlac, and Cagayan Valley experienced higher pollution levels due to
open burning.
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ilCar emission is a big contributor, but not th

The second half of April registered an overall lower pollution in most of Luzon, but an increase in
Metro Manila and its southern portion, he also said.

The slightly higher pollution in NCR could be due to dust and contamination from open burning in
some parts of Central Luzon, brought to the region by winds from north, he added.

IESM professor Mylene Cayetano urged the public to make conscious choices in our pre-ECQ
activities i f we have to maintain a good air

AAs we slowly enter the O6new nor mal Gdesamte tounhealthy
|l evel s, 0 Cayetano said.

To improve air quality, she advised avoiding unnecessary idling of vehicles, keeping away from
burning solid wastes in open spaces and smoking in public places; maintaining a road-worthy
vehicle through regular maintenance; checking Airtoday.ph before heading out; and informing
people about the benefits of clean air.

Sourcehttps://news.mb.com.ph/2020/05/02/pallution-in-maniladuringecgimproveslevelsrise-in-some
provinces/



https://news.mb.com.ph/2020/05/02/air-pollution-in-manila-during-ecq-improves-levels-rise-in-some-provinces/
https://news.mb.com.ph/2020/05/02/air-pollution-in-manila-during-ecq-improves-levels-rise-in-some-provinces/

3421 4% v’ | | | | | | | | |
ﬁ‘% - 5. ) # 1 4) ‘Hr UPPER PAGE 1 BANNER  EDITORIAL CARTOON
_—' L))y e w3 GML& IH—:E 5 ASU Q'E I!l_IITﬁE PAGF LOWER e

_’_' 3%26) #%

Swimming still not allowed in Bracay even if Aklan is May 3, 2020
TITLE : Under GCQ PAGE 1/ 1/2 DATE

Swimming still not allowed In
Boracay even if Aklan is under GCQ

Published May 3, 2020 5:58am
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Even if the province of Aklan is under general community quarantine (GCQ), swimming in

the waters of its famous island Boracay is still not allowed, according to a report by
Katrina Son on GMA News' 24 Oras Weekend on Saturday.

Based on guidelines from the Inter-Agency Task Force, no swimming will be allowed until
the threat of COVID-19 persists.

On Saturday, resorts in Boracay remained closed.
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Sixty-four hotel and restaurant management students doing on-the-job (OJT) training
were stranded on the island when it was placed under enhanced community quarantine

(ECQ).

Forty-five of them however have already been brought back to Manila as of Saturday
through sweeper flights organized by the Department of Tourism (DOT) and the
Commission on Higher Education. The students underwent rapid testing for COVID-19
upon arrival at the Ninoy Aquino International Airport and were awaiting test results.

Twenty more students are still in Boracay waiting for available flights.
Palawan

Meanwhile, 230 tourists stranded in Puerto Princesa City in Palawan at the time the ECQ
was imposed were able to board sweeper flights organized by the national government,
DOT and Palawan Provincial Tourism Office.

Among the tourists were 13 mountaineers who went to Mt. Mantalingahan in Palawan
and 39 students doing OJT in hotels.

Manila Bay

Meanwhile, on Saturday in Manila Bay, youths were seen swimming in Baseco as the
sun shone bright, despite the fact that swimming is not allowed.

Manila is still under enhanced community quarantine until May 15.
One of the youths said they are happier and more free out in the sea than in their homes.

They said the Philippine Coast Guard would ask them to get back to shore when they
spot them. 8 KG, GMA News
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SENATOR Christopher ,LaomMPexloickend®PBadgpPer Gponent . photogr
Senator Christoper Lawrence ABongo Go yesterday
provinces to aim for quality education t hatr oo wn

Program.

The lawmaker said raising the quality of education in the provinces is an important key to the project that
aims to decongest the primary cities while giving other provinces opportunities to become areas of
development.

Go also emphasized the need to prepare schools in different parts of the country for the expected
transfer of students from urban areas as more Filipinos expressed willingness to relocate to their home
provinces after the new coronavirus pandemic stalled social, business and other activities in the whole of
Luzon.

President Rodrigo Duterte has extended the enhanced community quarantine (ECQ) in Metro Manila
and some part of Luzon as the country continues its battle against the pandemic.

re families areswaitongnfiosothhat they c
d so, schools must be ready to take in t

Go also urged other government agencies to make long-term solutions to help the country recover more
quickly from the COVID-19 crisis.

The | awmaker said Filipinos should adapt to the

I n preparation for the i mplementation of the AB
rural areas must be enhanced to prepare for the student transferees.

Aside from the physical facilities of schools, he said that a thorough review of the teaching strategy
based on new technology and availability of the internet for E-learning must be considered.

Go further explained that one of the primary considerations of families when they choose a community to
live in or relocate to is the availability of quality schools and learning institutions in the area for their
children.

For the long term, he emphasized that the availability of good learning institutions in provinces will
develop educated and skilled workers that would attract employers and businesses to invest in the
countryside.

Source: https://tribune.net.ph/index.php/2020/05/03/ae@rmatquality-educatiorkey-to-balik-probinsya
go/
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Sen.
Probinsiy

May 2, 2020 @ 12:20 PM 20 hours ago
Views: 170

Manila, Philipppinesi Pi nat i ti yak ni Senator Christo
ng edukasyon, partikular sa Department of Education (DepEd), ang kahandaan ng mga
paaralan o learning institutions para sa inaasahang pagbabalik-probinsiya ng maraming
pamilyang Filipino lalo na ng mga estudyante matapos ang coronavirus disease (COVID-
19) health emergency.

Al handa na natin ang mga probinsya dahil mar ami ponc
ito. Isa sa dapat ikonsidera ay ang kahandaan ng mga eskwelahan at learning institutions sa mga lilipat na

estudyante, 0 paliwanag ni Go.

Patuloy na hinihikayat ni Go ang mga ahensiya ng pamahalaan na magplano ng long-term solutions para tulungan
ang bansa upang mabilis na makabangon mula sa COVID-19 crisis at tulungan ang mga Filipino na makapag-

adjust sa Anew nor mal o.

AfHabang patul opanang COVIDgL 9n i Ipalnaabgshahandaan na rin nat.
kaya nating harapin ang epekto ng krisis na ito sa ekonomiyaatsapang-ar aw ar aw natin na |

Nauna rito, inirekomenda ni Go sa parmdmaslyaan parmog riamyg

kontrolado na ang pagkalat ng sakit at tuluyan nang binawi ang travel restrictions.

Aniya, ang pinakamahirap na karanasan habang ipinatutupad ang enhanced community quarantine (ECQ) at

maging ang adverse socio-economic impact ng krisis sa pangkabuhayan ng Filipino ay ang pangangailangan na

m

tulungan ang mga pamilya na magsimula ng bagong buh

Sa paghahanda sa i mplementasyon ng ABali k Probinsyac

areas ay kailangang mapahusay bilang paghahanda sa paglilipat ng mga estudyante.

Bukod sa physical facilities ng eskuwelahan, sinabi ni Go na ang masusing pagrerebisa ng teaching strategy base

sa bagong teknolohiya at availability ng internet para sa E-learning ay kailangang ikonsidera.

ifSa paghi kayat na bumalik sila sa mga pr obi nsaahngmgai

[{@]

kabataan, 0 ang pahayag ni Go.
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AKapag maganda ang education system sa ibadt ibang r
na | umipat, o paliwanag ni Go.

Para naman sa long term, binigyang diin ni Go ang availability ng good learning institutions sa mga lalawigan ay
naglalayon dinnamakapag-d evel op ng o6educated and skilled worker
businesses na mag- invest sa kanayunan.

Isa pa rin aniya kung bakit gusto ng mga estudyante at maging ng buong pamilya na lumipat mula probinsiya
tungo sa urban areas ay dahil sa paniniwala na ang mga eskuwelahan sa Metro Manila ay mas mabuti kumpara
sa mga probinsiya.

ATulad ko noon, pr obi nakg saiMaynilp paraakkapagaeal. Berolkungmiapyastang mga
eskwelahan sa probinsya, hindi na kailangang pumunta pa ng siyudad ang mga estudyante at mapalayo pa sa
pamilya nila, o0 ang pahayag ni Go.

Kaya nga, naniniwala si Go na kailangang i-promote ng pamahalaan ang mga eskuwelahan sa rehiyon na may

mahuhusay na estudyante na nag-excel sa kani-kanilang larangan.

iMar ami naman pong magagaling na eskwel ahan sa ibaét

Bar exams kung s aanaroéapmiohbai nn snyaa nnoads aa nTfgopk 10, 0 ani Go.

Aniya pa, ang buong education system sa bawat rehiyon ay kailangan na maikunsidera upang maiwasan ang
pangangailangan ng estudyante na lumipat matapos tapusin ang isang one level at pagkatapos ay lumipat na
naman sa susunod.

fiDapat mul a basic education hanggang higher educatic

hindi na kailangang | umipat pa, 0 ani Go.

Samantala, hinikayat naman ni Go ang Department of Education, Commission on Higher Education, at Technical
Education and Skills Development Authority na magtulungan at ipagpatuloy ang pag- assess sa kalidad at
kakayahan ng eskuwelahan sa bawat rehiyon na makapag-aa mbag sa tamang i mpl emeni
Probinsya®Nprogr am.

Sourcehttps://remate.ph/semo-mgapaaralaragadihandasabalik-probinsiya/
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SaoBali k Probinsyad progr
sa rural areas, pinasi si

May 2, 2020 @ 8:50 AM 23 hours ago
Views: 181

Manila, Philippines i Binigyang diin ni Senador Bong Go ang kahalagahan ng
paghahanda na gagawin ng pamahal aan sa i
Inaasahang paglilipat ng maraming pamilyang Filipino lalo na ng mga estudyante mula
urban areas matapos ang coronavirus disease (COVID-19) health emergency.

Al handa na natin ang mga probinsya dahil mar ami ponc
ito. Isa sa dapat ikonsidera ay ang kahandaan ng mga eskwelahan at learning institutions sa mga lilipat na

estudyante, 0 paliwanag ni Go.

Patuloy na hinikayat ni Go ang mga ahensiya ng pamahalaan na magplano ng long-term solutions para tulungan
ang bansa na mabilis na maka-recover mula sa COVID-19 crisis at tulungan ang mga Filipino na makapag-adjust

sa finew nor mal . 0

Partikular na hinimok ni Go ang education sector na maghanda ng mga hakbang upang ang estudyante ay

makapagpatuloy ng kanilang pag-aaral nang hindi nalalagay sa panganib ang kanilang buhay.

AfHabang patul oy nati ngl9ni lpalnabgahraahm nadnaga nC@\al D& nk nnmag i ¢
kaya nating harapin ang epekto ng krisis na ito sa ekonomiyaatsapang-ar aw ar aw natin na |

Nauna rito, inirekomenda ni Go sa pamahal aan ang i mg

kontrolado na ang pagkalat ng sakit at tuluyan nang binawi ang travel restrictions.

Aniya, ang pinakamahirap na karanasan habang ipinatutupad ang enhanced community quarantine (ECQ)at
maging ang adverse socio-economic impact ng krisis sa pangkabuhayan ng Filipino ay ang pangangailangan na

tulungan ang mga pamilya na magsi mula ng bagong buhe

Sa paghahanda sa i mplementasyon ng fABali k Probinsyac

areas ay kailangan na mapahusay bilang paghahanda sa paglilipat ng mga estudyante.

Maliban sa mga physical facilities ng eskuwelahan, sinabi ni Go na ang masusing pagrerebisa ng teaching

strategy base sa bagong teknolohiya at availability ng internet para sa E-learning ay kailangan na ikunsidera.
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iSa paghi kayat na bumali k sila sa mga probi ngaaingmgai ¢
kabataan, 0 ang pahayag ni Go.

Ipinaliwanag pa ni Go na ang isa sa mga pangunahing konsiderasyon ng mga pamilya nang piliin ng mga ito na
manirahan sa komunidad o mai-relocate ay ang availability ng kalidad ng mga eskuwelahan at learning institutions
sa lugar para sa kanilang mga anak.

AKapag maganda ang education system sa ibadt ibang r
na

l umi pat, 0 paliwanag ni Go.

Para naman sa long term, binigyang diin ni Go ang availability ng good learning institutions sa mga lalawigan ay
naglalayon dinnamakapag-d evel op ng o6educated and skilled worker
at businesses na mag- invest sa kanayunan.

ABukod pa rito, dadami rin ang mga negosyo dahil ma k

skiledwor kf orce sa lugar na Ililipatan nila, o0 paniniyak

Bukod dito, isa pa rin aniya kung bakit gusto ng mga estudyante at maging ng buong pamilya na lumipat mula
probinsiya tungo sa urban areas ay dahil sa paniniwala na ang mga eskuwelahan sa Metro Manila ay mas mabuti
kumpara sa mga probinsiya.

ATulad ko noon, probinsyano po ako paeal Berolkungmapyastangarga
eskwelahan sa probinsya, hindi na kailangang pumunta pa ng siyudad ang mga estudyante at mapalayo pa sa

paml ya nil a, 06 ang pahayag ni Go.

Kaya nga, naniniwala si Go na kailangang i- promote ng pamahalaan ang mga eskuwelahan sa rehiyon na may

mahuhusay na estudyante na nag-excel sa kani-kanilang larangan.

Ito ani Go ay makapang-aakit sa pamilya na bumalik sa probinsiyang kanilang pinagmulan at pagpapabula na rin

sa paniniwala na ang de- kalidad na eskuwelahan ay matatagpuan lamang sa Metro Manila.

iMarami naman pong magagaling na eskwelahan sa ibabét

Barexamsk ung saan Oprobinsyano6é ang karami han na nasa 1

AfiPatunay ito na kung patuloy nating ayusin pa ang ke

lumuwas ng Kamaynilaan paramag-ar al , 6 dagdag na pahayag ni Go.

Tinukoy din ni Go na maraming estudyante ang stranded sa Metro Manila na malayo sa kanilang pamilya na nasa
probinsiya dahil sa enhanced community quarantine (ECQ).

i Mar ami ngayong mga estudyante na hindi ma k aaanali Naipita  k
dahi 1| sa ECQ, 0 aniya pa rin.

Aniya pa, ang buong education system sa bawat rehiyon ay kailangan na maikunsidera upang maiwasan ang
pangangailangan ng estudyante na lumipat matapos tapusin ang isang one level at pagkatapos ay lumipat na

naman sa susunod.
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AfDapat mul a basic education hanggang higher educatic

hindi na kailang&mwng | umipat pa, 0 ani

Samantala, hinikayat naman ni Go ang Department of Education, Commission on Higher Education, at Technical
Education and Skills Development Authority na magtulungan at ipagpatuloy ang pag- assess sa kalidad at
kakayahan ng eskuwelahan sa bawat rehiyon na makapag-aa mbag sa tamang i mpl emeni
Probinsyad progr am.

Aniya, sa kabila ng inisyatiba na maaaring kasama sa massive infrastructure projects para sa edukasyon, ang
hakbang ay maaar:. ring makabawas ngmepagtiahiraanggporg

areas ay luluwag.

Kaya nga ang panukala ni Go sa education sector ay magbigay ng mas maraming government-funded
schol arships at subsidy plans para sa mga mahi hirap

ifKail angan r i najnadgogodiunigaal paragamga kabataang Pilipino na makapag-aral muli lalo na

pagkataposngCOVID-19 cri si s, 0 paliwanag ni Go.

l nul it ni Go na ang ABal i k -tdem pbab manpatytupad mataposqa neakont@lyangi s &
pagkalat ng COVID-19.

Aniya, kailangan na gawin na agad ang paghahanda upang masiguro na magiging matagumpay ito at para na rin

sa pag-asa ng mga Filipino na magkaroon ng magandang bukas matapos ang krisis.

ARi ght now, our priority i s Ttigsfirat.dBdtths also meansdhatpremmmnatoms me
have to start now. This must be properly planned with the full commitment of all government agencies and the

private sector. Magtul ungan po tayo, 0 aniya pa rin.

AfAs President Dut e rntthe previadegdwouldsgiveaFiliginosHPPH for a lsetter future after
COVID-19 <crisis, 0O dagdaKgisdoese pahayag ni Go.

SourceEOOD Od T 7 O AAIAA AR A HNAWIBRAA A O A AOED @A O AMAAAET AOEO
L OACI 7



https://remate.ph/sa-balik-probinsya-program-education-system-sa-rural-areas-pinasisiguro-ni-sen-go/
https://remate.ph/sa-balik-probinsya-program-education-system-sa-rural-areas-pinasisiguro-ni-sen-go/

Trosted Since 194

&342!4%')# A, ' ' | e e I e
UPPER PAGE 1 BANNER EDITORIAL CARTOON

— o 5“ ) s 04) B anl[a lmeg l_l o o

— ). ) 4) 1 4) 6 %3 Y TSWER

- i 3%26) #%
—

May 3 2020
me.BONg Go: oO6Balik Probi nsyeecul/2 DATE

Bong 608@aPn &kbi nsyad to bo

ByJavier J. Ismael
-AU anh al a4l
SEN. Christopher Lawrence

fi
may furthem evi t al i ze the country
countryside, where idle, fertile lands could be developed.

Bongo Go sa
0 t

d his |
s agricul r

i
u

ANaki ki ta po offshdotingipgogransarg itcsaag latogggpagsigla at-patad ng
atingagricultural sectofOne of the offshoots of this program is the further revitalizadiwh progress of the
agricultural sector), o he added.

nlf we can come up with other compl ementary pi
reintegrated in the prawces through th8alik

ProbinsyaProgrampnaniniwala po ako na hindi ito malayong mangyhbelieve that this is not far from
happening), 0 he said.

The senator said he would also propose new agriculture programs to entice a new generation of fpgme
back to their agricultural roots.

AfWe have to make agriculture and aquaculture |
these industries, o0 he added.

Among his proposals include the continued provision of more inputs for farmerasaekds, fertilizers,
machineries, and training on scientific and climate resilient farming methods to increase agricultural
productivity in the country.

To support the program, Go suggested that concerned government agencies could explore the idea of
providing more scholarships and even training abroad for Filipino farmers, so they could learn the best
practices on farming.

He added that Barangay Agriculture may also be incorporated in the basic education curriculum to inct
love of farming among Fifiino students at a young age.

nlf government can conduct and offer more frei
wives and other members of the families of our farmers and fishers, perhaps we can also make them
agrirpsréene@o expl ained.

Meanwhil e, Agriculture Secretary William Dar
program as a way to strengthen the countryods

AThis i s now the time to plan paompépoltythki suoil
should also be] economic opportuniliyn doon sa mgareama nairesettlenatin. Soj-tie up dapat natin doon
sa mgaural industriesra pwede natinginvite namadevelopbaseddoon sacompetitive advantageg area

( é iareas where we resettle the people. So, these areas should be tied up with the rural industries th.
invite for development based on the competiti:?»
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Dar added that the program musthetressed with a law that could support the program and develog
into a wholeof-nation approach.

ASa t ul o nBalikProbinsya gragrnargt mga programang paagrikultura, positibo po tayo na
mas maraming maengganyo na bagorigrmers[and] fisherssa bans@With the help of this Balik
Probinsya program and other agricultural programs, we are positive that we can encourage new fg
and fishers in the country), o0 Go said.

SourceEOODOGdT T xxx81 AT EIl AOEI ACBDOROKF AQARIFIEETA HOTQ LA«
AT I-BOOEAORBOOATadYi RO T
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Old model jeepneys allowed to operate in GCQ areas
By: Katrina_Hallare - Reporter / @KHallareINQ
INQUIRER.net/ 11:31 AM May02, 2020

RICHARD A. REYES

MANILA, Philippinesd The Department of Transportation (DOTr) on Saturday said that old jeepneys ¢
allowed to operate in areas placed under general community quarantine (GCQ).

However, DOTr Undersecretary for AdministratiServices Artemio Tuazon Jr. clarified that old jeepneys
will only be allowed back on the road if there are no of modernized jeepneys in a particular area.

AActually sa t ot o-operatppagndkia po narmaykakulagah sa puble gdrsspo
lugarnapinagm per ate ng ating mga modernized jeeps, 0
DZBB.

(Actually in truth, they can operate if we see that there is a lack of transportation in public transport in f
where modern jeepneys @nate.)

Tuazon added that old jeepneys will be checke:i
operate.

medyo mausok at hindi na po maayos

AYung mga
iKai |l angadwoprot hmankei stsa pyou nngi |rao.a0

sai d.

(Those that emit smoke and are not in good condition will not be allowed to operate. We need to look i
their roadworthiness.)

The DOTr executive earlier said th@t jeepneyswill not beallowedto operate clarifying what Interior and
Local Government Secretary Eduardo Afio said that jeepneys are not allowed to go back on the road i
areas.

Partial operationsf public transportation in GCQ areas have been allowed by the government, providec
Afometer distance between passengerso or soci a

Source https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/1268386/alubdeljeepneysallowed-to-operatein-gca
areas#ixzz6LK2Tpo2e
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https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/1267454/old-model-jeepneys-wont-be-allowed-in-gcq-areas-dotr-clarifies
https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/1268386/old-model-jeepneys-allowed-to-operate-in-gcq-areas#ixzz6LK2Tpo2e
https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/1268386/old-model-jeepneys-allowed-to-operate-in-gcq-areas#ixzz6LK2Tpo2e

