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óLeave bats, rats and snakes aloneô 
ByJonathan L. Mayuga 

May 3, 2020 

 
As the Philippines braces for the worst impact of the 2019 novel coronavirus disease (Covid-19) pandemic within 

its shores, the blame has put weight on where it all startedða wet market in Wuhan City in Hubei, Chinaðwhere 

exotic live animals and their meat are openly sold. 

Equally placed on the spotlight are some of the most unappreciated and abhorred animals on the planetðbats, rats 

and snakes. 

 

Even the little known scaly anteater, incidentally one of the most traded animals in the world today, is put on trial. 

Before we go on full blast in victim-blaming here, let us trace back where the problem really beganðhunting for 

food, trophy and sportsðwhich later on emerged into a transnational crime, the lucrative illegal wildlife trade, a 
major driver of biodiversity loss. 

9ȄƻǝŎ ŦƻƻŘΣ ƳŜŘƛŎƛƴŜΣ ǇŜǘ ǘǊŀŘŜ 

Environment Assistant Secretary Ricardo Calderon said there are scientific studies linking deadly viruses and 
diseases to wild animals and the illegal wildlife trade. 

It is primarily because of human consumption of wild animals, driven either by the love for exotic food or belief 

that eating certain wild animalsô meat or their parts, could lead to a longer life span. 
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Some people also believe that the meat and parts of certain wild animals have high medicinal value, or have 
aphrodisiac effects when eaten. 

Many of the arrests made by the Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR), in coordination with 

various law enforcement agencies, Calderon said, can also be attributed to the increasing demand in the illegal pet 
trade. 

ñThat is why we are strengthening our law enforcement and we are scrutinizing every application for import 

permits.  We get inputs from our research agency, the Ecosystems Research and Development Bureau [ERDB], to 

determine whether the requested species for importation are not invasive and may cause an environmental problem 
in the future,ò Calderon said. 

[ǳŎǊŀǝǾŜ ǘǊŀŘŜ 

The value of illegal wildlife trade in the Philippines is estimated at P50 billion a year, or roughly over $1 billion, 

including the market value of wildlife ecological role and value, damage to habitats incurred during poaching, and 
loss in potential ecotourism revenues. 

Based on the DENR-Biodiversity Management Bureau (BMB) confiscation records, the top 3 illegally traded 

species in the country by number of confiscated individuals from 2010 to 2019 are the Palawan pangolin, the 
common hill myna, and the tokay gecko. 

Based on the Bureau of Customs (BOC) records, snakes, monitor lizards and turtles are the most common illegally 
traded species for export. 

On the other hand, assorted spiders, live pigeons, impala, rhinoceros horns, tarantulas, scorpions, elephant tusks 
and birdsô nests are the most common animals and items for import. 

/ƻƴŘǳƛǘ ƻŦ ȊƻƻƴƻǝŎ ŘƛǎŜŀǎŜ 

Describing illegal wildlife trade as ña conduit through which coronavirus is transmitted to humans,ò Theresa M. 

Tenazas, officer in charge of the Wildlife Resources Division of DENR-BMB, said hunting for domestic and 
international wildlife trade continue to threaten the countryôs rich biodiversity. 

ñWhile hunting animals from the wild are source of food for some communities in the Philippines for generations, 

the scale of this practice was relatively small and observed to be limited to subsistence consumption in the early 

years,ò she said. 

However, as years passed and the trend and behavior changed, she said wildlife began to be traded in wet markets 

and gained momentum since 1980s when high demand for wildlife species started and went beyond mere 

subsistence consumption. 

ñNowadays, wildlife is not only sold primarily for food, but also for traditional medicine, pets and ornaments,ò she 

said. 

.ŀǘǎ ŀǎ ΨŜŎƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ ǊŜǎŜǊǾƻƛǊΩ 

Citing a report published by the World Health Organization on February 21, Tenazas said it was reported that the 
most likely ñecological reservoirò of the novel coronavirus is bats. 
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While there are no known record of study or research directly linking human consumption, trade of wildlife and 

open market sale of wildlife raw meat as causing an epidemic in the Philippines, there are already scientific and 

research studies that prove that coronavirus is a zoonotic disease, which means that it can be transmitted from an 
animal host to humans, caused by wildlife trade, she said. 

bƻǘ ŦƻƻŘ ƻǊ ΨƳŜŘƛŎƛƴŜΩ 

Calderon said, unlike animal livestock or farm animals raised specifically for meat, wild animals are not for human 
consumption and neither are their parts, nor they are meant to be cure for cancer or lingering illnesses. 

ñMore often than not, these beliefs that animal parts have medicinal value or aphrodisiac effect are untrue,ò 

Calderon said. 

He said bats, rats, snakes and other wildlife that are often hunted and killed have important ecosystem functions 

and they are best left alone in their natural habitats. 

ñIt is best to leave wild animals alone,ò he said. 

²Ŝǘ ƳŀǊƪŜǘǎΩ ŘƛƭŜƳƳŀ 

According to Tenazas, wet markets have been identified as ideal places for incubating new diseases and bolstering 

their transmission to humans. 

ñThe increasing rate of wildlife trade, trafficking and poaching tend to likely increase the spread of global 

epidemics,ò she said. 

According to Tenazas, emerging infectious diseases (EIDs), particularly zoonotic onesðdiseases that can be 

transmitted from animals to humansðare a significant and growing threat to global health, and global economy and 

security. 

She said it is highly probable that transmission can occur through close contact between humans and wildlife as 

part of ongoing illegal wildlife trade. 

[ƛƳƛǝƴƎ ƛƴǘŜǊŀŎǝƻƴ 

TENAZAS, hence, suggested that the best way to avoid a potentially deadly virus: people should limit interaction 
with wildlife. 

ñThe Philippine is a megadiverse country. Thus, in order to secure sustainable utilization of the countryôs wildlife 

and its resources, and to be able to ensure public health and safety, the DENR, through the [BMB] has long been 

enforcing Republic Act 9147 and is totally prohibiting the collection, hunting and possession of wildlife, its by-
products, and derivatives including trading and transporting,ò she said. 

Ψ{ƭŀǇ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿǊƛǎǘΩ 

Under the Wildlife Act, the penalty is not severe for those caught in illegal wildlife trade. It depends not only on the 

act but also on the conservation status of the wildlife. 
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Currently the highest penalties for critically endangered species that can be imposed are six years and one day 

to 12 years imprisonment, or a fine of P100,000 to P1 million for killing; two years and one day to four years 

imprisonment or a fine of P30,000 to P300,000 for hunting; and only two years and one day to four years 

imprisonment or a fine of P5,000 to P300,000 for trading wildlife. 

For mere transport of wildlife, the penalty is only six months to one year  imprisonment and/or P50,000 to 

P100,000. 

Often, violators get the minimum jail term or fine upon pleading guilty to the crime, hence, getting some sort 

of reprieve. 

{ǝũŜǊ ǇŜƴŀƭǘȅ 

The DENR-BMB is now pushing for an amendment to the law to impose the most stringent penalty, possibly, 

of 20 years imprisonment, for wildlife trafficking. 

ñThis effort to amend [the law] is to ensure effective punishment of wildlife crimes to act as a significant 

disincentive, together with our incessant effort to regulate import and export of wildlife trade,ò she said. 

This, according to Tenazas, aims to ensure compliance of the permitting system under the Convention on 

International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora and the DENR to prevent illegal wildlife 

trade. 

{ǘǊŜƴƎǘƘŜƴƛƴƎ ƭŀǿ ŜƴŦƻǊŎŜƳŜƴǘ 

Recognizing the indispensability of effective law enforcement, the DENR-BMB is also strengthening 

partnership with different law-enforcement agencies in the country that man airports, ports and other borders 

to prevent wildlife crimes and to include other cross-collaborative activities, she said. 

On the capacity building side, she said there are 12 workshops lined up for 2020, such as Online Trade 

Investigation, and the Financial Investigation on Wildlife Crimes Advance Prosecutor and Enforcement 

Workshop, which are to be conducted in partnership with UNODC, USAID Protect Wildlife Project, BMB-

ADB/GEF IWT Project and the United States Department of Justice Office of Overseas Prosecutorial 

Development, Assistance, and Training Counter Wildlife Trafficking. 

ñOur effort will include escalation of the campaign to the public to raise awareness of the risks of wildlife 

consumption, to public security and to public health with the end in view of furthering the enforcement efforts 

against trafficking of wildlife,ò she said. 
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FCF's relief assistance benefits over 10,000 

Vizcayano villagers 

By Benjamin Moses M. EbreoPublished on May 2, 2020 

 

AYOMBONG, Nueva Vizcaya, May 2 (PIA) ð FCF Minerals Corporation recently provided rice and 

grocery assistance to the villagers of Quezon and Kasibu towns as part of its support to the 

government efforts in mitigating the effects of the COVID -19 pandemic in the province. 

Ian Moller, FCFõs manager for sustainability said the rice and grocery assistance were given to the 

more than 10,500 households of Quezon townõs 13 barangays and Kasibu townõs four barangays as 

the agencyõs support to the ôBayanihan to Heal as Oneõ Act of the national government. 

òThese assistance were given during the Enhanced Community Quarantine period in April and given 

in three waves to help our villagers in coping up with the adverse effects of the ECQ in their 

communities,ó he said. 

The rice and grocery assistance were given in the barangays of Quezon such as Darubba, Bonifacio, 

Aurora, Baresbes, Boliwao, Caliat, Calaocan, Dagupan, Maasin, Maddiangat, Nalubbunan and 

Runruno. 

Villagers of the neighboring barangays of Tadji, Papaya and Antutot in Kasibu town also received the 

food assistance. 

Moller said the assistance were realized using the 2019 unused funds of the Annual Social 

Development and Management Plan (ASDMP) for the barangays. 

òThe reallignment of funds was requested by the concerned barangays to the Mines and 

GeoSciences Bureau (MGB) so that they can use them for COVID-19 mitigation assistance,ó he 

added. 

Moller said the realignment of unused 2019 ASDMP funds was asked by the MGB among mining 

companies in the country for use in mitigating the adverse effects of the ECQ due to the COVID-19 

pandemic. 

He added that the 2020 SDMP realigned budget also funded the additional relief assistance of the 

neighbouring communities to supplement the first budget released under the 2019 ASDMP 

unutilized fund.  

The distribution of the relief assistance was conducted through the  mining companyõs Community 

Relations Office (CRO) in coordination with the  ASDMP focal persons in the barangays and local 

officials. 

FCF operates the gold-molybdenum projects at barangay Runruno and also funds the SDMPs of its 

host barangay and neighboring  communities.(MDCT/BME/PIA 2-Nueva Vizcaya) 

 

 

Source: ÈÔÔÐÓȡȾȾÐÉÁȢÇÏÖȢÐÈȾÎÅ×ÓȾÁÒÔÉÃÌÅÓȾΫΪήΪαΫή 
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Green gold 

Calamansi brings in revenues to residents of Homonhon 

By: Cyrain  Cabueñas - @inquirerdotnet 

Inquirer Visayas / 05:15 AM May 03, 2020 

 

 
(ÏÍÏÎÈÏÎ ÉÓÌÁÎÄȟ ËÎÏ×Î ÁÓ ÔÈÅ ÌÁÎÄÉÎÇ ÓÉÔÅ ÏÆ 0ÏÒÔÕÇÕÅÓÅ ÅØÐÌÏÒÅÒ &ÅÒÄÉÎÁÎÄ -ÁÇÅÌÌÁÎ ÉÎ ΫίάΫȟ ÈÁÓ ÂÅÃÏÍÅ Á ÍÁÊÏÒ 

ÐÒÏÄÕÃÅÒ ÏÆ ÃÁÌÁÍÁÎÓÉ ÏÒ 0ÈÉÌÉÐÐÉÎÅ ÌÉÍÅȢ ɂ#/.42)"54%$ 0(/4/ 

 

Borongan City, Eastern SamarðWhile other areas of Homonhon island are grappling with the impact of open 

pit mining, three barangays are extracting revenues from another source: calamansi. 

 

Calamansi or Philippine lime enjoys high demand as it is used heavily for food and beverage preparations, thus 

some residents are able to earn as much as P30,000 a month from the sale of their produce, with the fruits sold 

at around P70 for every 100 pieces. Most of the producers are small shareholder farmers with each household 

owning 200-300 trees. The biggest farm spanning 10 hectares has 5,000 calamansi trees, which grow well in 

coastal areas. 

As it is, the three barangays in this island two hours by boat from the town of Guiuan are able to produce 

enough calamansi to supply the needs of some towns in Eastern Samar, even going as far as the regional center 

of Tacloban City. But there remains room for growth and one opportunity can be unlocked by putting in place 

light processing equipment that will, for example, make powdered juice out of the excess fruits that 

accumulate when production hits its peak and the selling price plunges to as low as P20 for every 100 pieces. 

 

For longtime Homonhon resident Ma. Josefina Montes, who also heads the Homonhon Environmental 

Rescuers Association (Hero), the earnings potential of calamansi gives another reason to protect the island 

from environmental degradation. 

 
7ÈÅÎ 0ÏÒÔÕÇÕÅÓÅ ÅØÐÌÏÒÅÒ &ÅÒÄÉÎÁÎÄ -ÁÇÅÌÌÁÎ ÃÒÏÓÓÅÄ ÔÈÅ 0ÁÃÉǢÃ /ÃÅÁÎ ÁÎÄ ÄÒÏÐÐÅÄ ÁÎÃÈÏÒ Ïǟ 
(ÏÍÏÎÈÏÎ ÉÓÌÁÎÄ ÉÎ -ÁÒÃÈ ΫίάΫȟ ÈÉÓ ÃÈÒÏÎÉÃÌÅÒ !ÎÔÏÎÉÏ 0ÉÇÁÆÅÔÔÁ ÉÎÄÅÅÄ ÒÅÃÏÒÄÅÄ ÌÕÓÈ ÖÅÇÅÔÁÔÉÏÎȟ ÔÁÌÌ 
ÔÒÅÅÓ ÁÎÄ ÃÌÅÁÒ ×ÁÔÅÒÓȢ 
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bŀǘǳǊŀƭ ōƻǳƴǘȅ 

Montes said much of that natural bounty could still be enjoyed during her childhood, but the steady mining 

activities since 1983 had spoiled her piece of paradise. 

 

On April 8, a Panamanian cargo vessel arrived in the waters off Homonhon and loaded 7,000 metric tons of 

chromite ore to be shipped to China. Locals, along with Guiuan Mayor Annaliza Gonzales, Vice Gov. Maricar 

Sison-Goteesan, Gov. Ben Evardone, Rep. Maria Fe Abunda, Bishop Crispin Varquez and members of the 

Borongan clergy, strongly protested the shipôs presence and its loading activities. 

 

Noting the vesselôs crew being made up of 13 Chinese and four Myanmar nationals, Evardone called it a 

violation of quarantine restrictions that are being imposed to prevent the spread of the coronavirus. 

 

But the Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) dismissed the governorôs objection, 

saying the ship was anchored far from the shore and that no crew member had disembarked. Neither did 

workers from the island board the ship, the agency added. 

 

The DENR also quoted the guidelines set by the Inter-Agency Task Force on the Management of Emerging 

Diseases saying the flow of exports and imports should not be hampered. It also said Tech Iron Resources Inc., 

a mining company operating in the island since 2015, had secured a Department of Health clearance to 

continue its activities during the quarantine period. Thus, the ship was able to set sail on April 18 with ore 

worth an estimated P61 million. 

 

The 26,000 acre Homonhon island is known for its vast deposits of nickel and chromite, from which 

chromium is extracted to be used in the production of corrosion-resistant superalloys, nichrome and stainless 

steel. Chromium is also used as a pigment for glass, glazes and paint, and as an oxidizing agent for tanning 

leather. It is also sometimes used as a gemstone. 

 

Aside from small scale miners, five big mining companies have staked their claim to the island. 

The mining companies do perform some community services like ferrying children to school, giving 

galvanized iron sheets and generator sets, and offering jobs, the Hero advocates acknowledged, but their 

habitat and their familyôs welfare are more important, they added. 

 

/ǊƛǝŎŀƭƭȅ ŜƴŘŀƴƎŜǊŜŘ 

One environmental cost that mining has exacted from the island is the loss of the rare Philippine cockatoo 

(Cacatua haematuropygia) that the locals call ñabukay.ò It has been listed by the International Union for the 

Conservation of Nature as a critically endangered species. 

 

Fr. Roneil Canillas, an avid photographer and a member of the National Bird Watchers society, has observed 

that Homonhon used to be a haven for birdwatchers. 

 

ñThese days, Homonhon is no longer very rewarding for birdwatchers. The last two times Iôve been there, I 

didnôt catch sight of the red-vented cockatoo endemic to the island,ò Canillas said. 

 

What you see now are balding forests due to mining activities, he added, a view shared by Bishop Varquez, 

who has been resolute in opposing mining activities in the province. Any visitor can see the evidence of 

degradation there, he said. 

 

ñEven the quality of the water has been affected,ò Varquez lamented. A recent assessment of the flora and 

fauna in the island by the Philippine Misereor Partnership Inc. and the Visayas State University confirmed that 

other species have become endangered, among them the Visayan tarictic hornbill, the giant golden-crowned 

flying fox, Philippine tarsier, and the Philippine iron wood. 

 

On April 22, Earth Day, the locals expressed their environmental advocacy through social media since mass 

gatherings are still forbidden. An online petition to save Homonhon and stop mining operations in the island 

spearheaded by Pastor Fr. Christian Ofilan gathered 10,000 signatures in just two days.  

Green gold 2/3 
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Providing a ray of hope is the plan of Lea Torres, head of the Community Environment and Natural Resources 

Office, to have Homonhon declared as a protected area not just because of its natural resources but also 

because of its historical significance being the landing site of Magellan.  

 

/ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴ 

The communityôs concern about the presence of the ship with Chinese and Myanmar nationals, as well as the 

DENRôs turnaround in approving the loading activity despite the COVID-19 restrictions, have made headlines 

and reached the United Nationsô attention. 

 

That same day, pictures of vegetables and fruits being harvested by local farm owners also flooded the 

Facebook page of some Homonhon residents. Root crops and calamansi abound in the remaining three 

barangays in the island that remained untouched by mining activities. Other citrus fruits such as ñdalandanò 

likewise grow there. People from these villages are self sufficient and experience no water shortage. 

 

Some enterprising families have already produced calamansi concentrate and have sold them in grocery stores 

in bigger cities. 

 

Such contrast in fortune has nurtured a sliver of hope among other islanders: What if Homonhon could again 

become a hideaway for nature lovers, or at least become a major source of calamansi for the province and the 

region? ðCONTRIBUTED 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3ÏÕÒÃÅȡ ÈÔÔÐÓȡȾȾÂÕÓÉÎÅÓÓȢÉÎÑÕÉÒÅÒȢÎÅÔȾάγΰέΫβȾÇÒÅÅÎ-ÇÏÌÄΩÉØÚÚΰ,+Í9*ÎΪΪ 
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Air pollution in Manila during ECQ 
improves; levels rise in some provinces 

Published May 2, 2020, 1:43 PM 
By Ellalyn de Vera-Ruiz 

 

Air pollution in Metro Manila continues to dramatically improve as people shelter in their homes to 
halt the spread of coronavirus disease, according to a study released by experts from the University 
of the Philippines (UP). 
 

 
(ALVIN KASIBAN / MANILA BULLETIN) 

 

Using a combination of ground, satellite, and modeling-based approaches, experts from the UP-
Dilimanôs Colleges of Science and Engineering visualized the extent of changes in air quality weeks 
before the implementation of the enhanced community quarantine (ECQ) and during the six weeks 
of lockdown. 
 

Professor Roseanne Ramos of the Department of Geodetic Engineering mapped the weekly 
average nitrogen dioxide (NO2), a pollutant from emissions of cars, trucks, buses, power plants and 
off-road equipment. 
 

Weeks before the ECQ, elevated levels of NO2 have been observed in the northern and central 
cities of Metro Manila. 
 

However, NO2 levels have decreased from the second up to sixth week of lockdown. 
 

The UP experts cited that this observation was confirmed by continuous data from Airtoday.ph 
stations at EDSA-Muñoz and the Lung Center of the Philippines (LCP) in Quezon City. 
 

Airtoday.ph, which measures the pollution index through stations in strategic sites in the metropolis, 
is a joint effort of UP Diliman, Rotary Club of Makati, and LCP. 
 

HIGH POLLUTION LEVELS IN PROVINCES 

While Metro Manila saw an improvement in air quality on the sixth week of ECQ, some provinces 
outside the capital observed otherwise. 

The UP team plotted the aerosol optical thickness of NO2 using images from the Himawari-1 
satellite to study the air pollution levels in Metro Manila and other provinces. 

 

Professor Gerry Bagtasa of the Institute of Environmental Science and Meteorology (IESM) 
confirmed that the drop in the National Capital Regionsôs pollution levels in the second week of 
March is due to the ECQ. 
 

However, parts of Pampanga, Tarlac, and Cagayan Valley experienced higher pollution levels due to 
open burning. 
 

Air pollution in Manila during ECQ improves; levels 

rise in some provinces 1/2 
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ñCar emission is a big contributor, but not the only contributor to NCR pollution,ò Bagtasa said. 

The second half of April registered an overall lower pollution in most of Luzon, but an increase in 
Metro Manila and its southern portion, he also said. 
 

The slightly higher pollution in NCR could be due to dust and contamination from open burning in 
some parts of Central Luzon, brought to the region by winds from north, he added. 
 

IESM professor Mylene Cayetano urged the public to make conscious choices in our pre-ECQ 
activities if we have to maintain a good air quality as the ñnew normal.ò 
 

ñAs we slowly enter the ónew normalô activities, the air pollution will go back to moderate to unhealthy 
levels,ò Cayetano said. 
 

To improve air quality, she advised avoiding unnecessary idling of vehicles, keeping away from 
burning solid wastes in open spaces and smoking in public places; maintaining a road-worthy 
vehicle through regular maintenance; checking Airtoday.ph before heading out; and informing 
people about the benefits of clean air. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Source: https://news.mb.com.ph/2020/05/02/air-pollution-in-manila-during-ecq-improves-levels-rise-in-some-

provinces/ 
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Swimming still not allowed in 

Boracay even if Aklan is under GCQ 
Published May 3, 2020 5:58am 

 

 

 
Even if the province of Aklan is under general community quarantine (GCQ), swimming in 
the waters of its famous island Boracay is still not allowed, according to a report by 
Katrina Son on GMA News' 24 Oras Weekend on Saturday. 

Based on guidelines from the Inter-Agency Task Force, no swimming will be allowed until 
the threat of COVID-19 persists. 

On Saturday, resorts in Boracay remained closed. 
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Sixty-four hotel and restaurant management students doing on-the-job (OJT) training 
were stranded on the island when it was placed under enhanced community quarantine 
(ECQ). 

Forty-five of them however have already been brought back to Manila as of Saturday 
through sweeper flights organized by the Department of Tourism (DOT) and the 
Commission on Higher Education. The students underwent rapid testing for COVID-19 
upon arrival at the Ninoy Aquino International Airport and were awaiting test results. 

Twenty more students are still in Boracay waiting for available flights. 

Palawan 

Meanwhile, 230 tourists stranded in Puerto Princesa City in Palawan at the time the ECQ 
was imposed were able to board sweeper flights organized by the national government, 
DOT and Palawan Provincial Tourism Office. 

Among the tourists were 13 mountaineers who went to Mt. Mantalingahan in Palawan 
and 39 students doing OJT in hotels. 

Manila Bay 

Meanwhile, on Saturday in Manila Bay, youths were seen swimming in Baseco as the 
sun shone bright, despite the fact that swimming is not allowed. 

Manila is still under enhanced community quarantine until May 15. 

One of the youths said they are happier and more free out in the sea than in their homes. 

They said the Philippine Coast Guard would ask them to get back to shore when they 
spot them. ðKG, GMA News 
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óNEW NORMALô Quality education key to óBalik 
Probinsyaôð Go 
 

Published 6 hours ago  
on May 3, 2020 01:40 AM 
By Jom Garner 

 
SENATOR Christopher Lawrence óBongô Go, óBalik-Probinsyaô proponent. photograph courtesy of SBG 

 
Senator Christoper Lawrence ñBongò Go yesterday encouraged schools, universities and colleges in the 
provinces to aim for quality education that would lure students to join the governmentôs ñBalik Probinsyaò 
Program. 

The lawmaker said raising the quality of education in the provinces is an important key to the project that 
aims to decongest the primary cities while giving other provinces opportunities to become areas of 
development. 

Go also emphasized the need to prepare schools in different parts of the country for the expected 
transfer of students from urban areas as more Filipinos expressed willingness to relocate to their home 
provinces after the new coronavirus pandemic stalled social, business and other activities in the whole of 
Luzon. 

President Rodrigo Duterte has extended the enhanced community quarantine (ECQ) in Metro Manila 
and some part of Luzon as the country continues its battle against the pandemic. 

ñMore families are waiting for this crisis to end so that they could go back to their provinces,ò Go said. 
ñAnd so, schools must be ready to take in the displaced and returning students.ò 

Go also urged other government agencies to make long-term solutions to help the country recover more 
quickly from the COVID-19 crisis. 

The lawmaker said Filipinos should adapt to the ñnew normal.ò 

In preparation for the implementation of the ñBalik Probinsyaò Program, Go said the education system in 
rural areas must be enhanced to prepare for the student transferees. 

Aside from the physical facilities of schools, he said that a thorough review of the teaching strategy 
based on new technology and availability of the internet for E-learning must be considered. 

Go further explained that one of the primary considerations of families when they choose a community to 
live in or relocate to is the availability of quality schools and learning institutions in the area for their 
children. 

For the long term, he emphasized that the availability of good learning institutions in provinces will 
develop educated and skilled workers that would attract employers and businesses to invest in the 
countryside. 

Source: https://tribune.net.ph/index.php/2020/05/03/new-normal-quality-education-key-to-balik-probinsya-

go/ 
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Sen. Go: Mga paaralan agad ihanda sa óBalik-
Probinsiyaô 

May 2, 2020 @ 12:20 PM  20 hours ago  

 Views: 170 

Manila, Philipppines ï Pinatitiyak ni Senator Christopher Lawrence ñBongò Go sa sektor 
ng edukasyon, partikular sa Department of Education (DepEd), ang kahandaan ng mga 
paaralan o learning institutions para sa inaasahang pagbabalik-probinsiya ng maraming 
pamilyang Filipino lalo na ng mga estudyante matapos ang coronavirus disease (COVID-
19) health emergency. 

ñIhanda na natin ang mga probinsya dahil marami pong pamilya ang gustong umuwi na pagkatapos ng krisis na 

ito. Isa sa dapat ikonsidera ay ang kahandaan ng mga eskwelahan at learning institutions sa mga lilipat na 

estudyante,ò paliwanag ni Go. 

Patuloy na hinihikayat ni Go ang mga ahensiya ng pamahalaan na magplano ng long-term solutions para tulungan 

ang bansa upang mabilis na makabangon mula sa COVID-19 crisis at tulungan ang mga Filipino na makapag-

adjust sa ñnew normalò. 

ñHabang patuloy nating nilalabanan ang COVID-19, pinaghahandaan na rin natin ang ónew normalô kung saan 

kaya nating harapin ang epekto ng krisis na ito sa ekonomiya at sa pang-araw araw natin na buhay,ò aniya. 

Nauna rito, inirekomenda ni Go sa pamahalaan ang implementasyon ng ñBalik Probinsyaò program kapag 

kontrolado na ang pagkalat ng sakit at tuluyan nang binawi ang travel restrictions. 

Aniya, ang pinakamahirap na karanasan habang ipinatutupad ang enhanced community quarantine (ECQ) at 

maging ang adverse socio-economic impact ng krisis sa pangkabuhayan ng Filipino ay ang pangangailangan na 

tulungan ang mga pamilya na magsimula ng bagong buhay sa kanilang óhome provincesô. 

Sa paghahanda sa implementasyon ng ñBalik Probinsyaò program, sinabi ni Go na ang education system sa rural 

areas ay kailangang mapahusay bilang paghahanda sa paglilipat ng mga estudyante. 

Bukod sa physical facilities ng eskuwelahan, sinabi ni Go na ang masusing pagrerebisa ng teaching strategy base 

sa bagong teknolohiya at availability ng internet para sa E-learning ay kailangang ikonsidera. 

ñSa paghikayat na bumalik sila sa mga probinsya, siguraduhin rin natin na hindi maaantala ang pag-aaral ng mga 

kabataan,ò ang pahayag ni Go.  

Sen. Go: Mga paaralan agad ihanda sa óBalik-Probinsyaô 1/2 
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ñKapag maganda ang education system sa ibaôt ibang rehiyon sa bansa, mas makakaenganyo ito sa mga pamilya 

na lumipat,ò paliwanag ni Go. 

Para naman sa long term, binigyang diin ni Go ang availability ng good learning institutions sa mga lalawigan ay 

naglalayon din na makapag-develop ng óeducated and skilled workersô na makapanghihikayat sa employers at 

businesses na mag- invest sa kanayunan. 

Isa pa rin aniya kung bakit gusto ng mga estudyante at maging ng buong pamilya na lumipat mula probinsiya 

tungo sa urban areas ay dahil sa paniniwala na ang mga eskuwelahan sa Metro Manila ay mas mabuti kumpara 

sa mga probinsiya. 

ñTulad ko noon, probinsyano po ako pero lumipat ako sa Maynila para makapag-aral. Pero kung maayos ang mga 

eskwelahan sa probinsya, hindi na kailangang pumunta pa ng siyudad ang mga estudyante at mapalayo pa sa 

pamilya nila,ò ang pahayag ni Go. 

Kaya nga, naniniwala si Go na kailangang i-promote ng pamahalaan ang mga eskuwelahan sa rehiyon na may 

mahuhusay na estudyante na nag-excel sa kani-kanilang larangan. 

ñMarami naman pong magagaling na eskwelahan sa ibaôt ibang parte ng bansa. Pruweba rito ang resulta ng 2020 

Bar exams kung saan óprobinsyanoô ang karamihan na nasa Top 10,ò ani Go. 

Aniya pa, ang buong education system sa bawat rehiyon ay kailangan na maikunsidera upang maiwasan ang 

pangangailangan ng estudyante na lumipat matapos tapusin ang isang one level at pagkatapos ay lumipat na 

naman sa susunod. 

ñDapat mula basic education hanggang higher education maging maayos sa ibaôt ibang bahagi ng bansa para 

hindi na kailangang lumipat pa,ò ani Go. 

Samantala, hinikayat naman ni Go ang Department of Education, Commission on Higher Education, at Technical 

Education and Skills Development Authority na magtulungan at ipagpatuloy ang pag- assess sa kalidad at 

kakayahan ng eskuwelahan sa bawat rehiyon na makapag-aambag sa tamang implementasyon ng ñBalik 

Probinsyaò program. RNT 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://remate.ph/sen-go-mga-paaralan-agad-ihanda-sa-balik-probinsiya/ 

Sen. Go: Mga paaralan agad ihanda sa óBalik-Probinsyaô 2/2 

https://remate.ph/sen-go-mga-paaralan-agad-ihanda-sa-balik-probinsiya/


 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

May 3, 2020 
TITLE : 

PAGE 1/ 

342!4%')#  

#/--5.)#!4)/.  

).)4)!4)6%3  

3%26)#% 

EDITORIAL 

PAGE

BANNER 

STORY 

PAGE 1 

STORY 

UPPER  

LOWER  

CARTOON 

DATE 

 

Sa óBalik Probinsyaô program: Education system 
sa rural areas, pinasisiguro ni Sen. Go 

May 2, 2020 @ 8:50 AM  23 hours ago  
 Views: 181 

Manila, Philippines ï Binigyang diin ni Senador Bong Go ang kahalagahan ng 
paghahanda na gagawin ng pamahalaan sa ibaôt ibang bahagi ng bansa para sa 
inaasahang paglilipat ng maraming pamilyang Filipino lalo na ng mga estudyante mula 
urban areas matapos ang coronavirus disease (COVID-19) health emergency. 

ñIhanda na natin ang mga probinsya dahil marami pong pamilya ang gustong umuwi na pagkatapos ng krisis na 

ito. Isa sa dapat ikonsidera ay ang kahandaan ng mga eskwelahan at learning institutions sa mga lilipat na 

estudyante,ò paliwanag ni Go. 

Patuloy na hinikayat ni Go ang mga ahensiya ng pamahalaan na magplano ng long-term solutions para tulungan 

ang bansa na mabilis na maka-recover mula sa COVID-19 crisis at tulungan ang mga Filipino na makapag-adjust 

sa ñnew normal.ò 

Partikular na hinimok ni Go ang education sector na maghanda ng mga hakbang upang ang estudyante ay 

makapagpatuloy ng kanilang pag-aaral nang hindi nalalagay sa panganib ang kanilang buhay. 

ñHabang patuloy nating nilalabanan ang COVID-19, pinaghahandaan na rin natin ang ónew normalô kung saan 

kaya nating harapin ang epekto ng krisis na ito sa ekonomiya at sa pang-araw araw natin na buhay,ò aniya pa rin. 

Nauna rito, inirekomenda ni Go sa pamahalaan ang implementasyon ng ñBalik Probinsyaò program kapag 

kontrolado na ang pagkalat ng sakit at tuluyan nang binawi ang travel restrictions. 

Aniya, ang pinakamahirap na karanasan habang ipinatutupad ang enhanced community quarantine (ECQ)at 

maging ang adverse socio-economic impact ng krisis sa pangkabuhayan ng Filipino ay ang pangangailangan na 

tulungan ang mga pamilya na magsimula ng bagong buhay sa kanilang mga óhome provincesô. 

Sa paghahanda sa implementasyon ng ñBalik Probinsyaò program, sinabi ni Go na ang education system sa rural 

areas ay kailangan na mapahusay bilang paghahanda sa paglilipat ng mga estudyante. 

Maliban sa mga physical facilities ng eskuwelahan, sinabi ni Go na ang masusing pagrerebisa ng teaching 

strategy base sa bagong teknolohiya at availability ng internet para sa E-learning ay kailangan na ikunsidera. 

 

Sa óBalik Probiinsyaô program: Education system sa 

rural areas, pinasisiguro ni Sen. Go 1/3 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

May 3, 2020 
TITLE : 

PAGE 1/ 

342!4%')#  

#/--5.)#!4)/.  

).)4)!4)6%3  

3%26)#% 

EDITORIAL 

PAGE

BANNER 

STORY 

PAGE 1 

STORY 

UPPER  

LOWER  

CARTOON 

DATE 

ñSa paghikayat na bumalik sila sa mga probinsya, siguraduhin rin natin na hindi maaantala ang pag-aaral ng mga 

kabataan,ò ang pahayag ni Go. 

Ipinaliwanag pa ni Go na ang isa sa mga pangunahing konsiderasyon ng mga pamilya nang piliin ng mga ito na 

manirahan sa komunidad o mai-relocate ay ang availability ng kalidad ng mga eskuwelahan at learning institutions 

sa lugar para sa kanilang mga anak. 

ñKapag maganda ang education system sa ibaôt ibang rehiyon sa bansa, mas makakaenganyo ito sa mga pamilya 

na lumipat,ò paliwanag ni Go. 

Para naman sa long term, binigyang diin ni Go ang availability ng good learning institutions sa mga lalawigan ay 

naglalayon din na makapag-develop ng óeducated and skilled workersô na makapanghihikayat sa mga employers 

at businesses na mag- invest sa kanayunan. 

ñBukod pa rito, dadami rin ang mga negosyo dahil makasisiguro ang mga ito na magkakaroon ng educated and 

skilled workforce sa lugar na lilipatan nila,ò paniniyak ni Go. 

Bukod dito, isa pa rin aniya kung bakit gusto ng mga estudyante at maging ng buong pamilya na lumipat mula 

probinsiya tungo sa urban areas ay dahil sa paniniwala na ang mga eskuwelahan sa Metro Manila ay mas mabuti 

kumpara sa mga probinsiya. 

ñTulad ko noon, probinsyano po ako pero lumipat ako sa Maynila para makapag-aral. Pero kung maayos ang mga 

eskwelahan sa probinsya, hindi na kailangang pumunta pa ng siyudad ang mga estudyante at mapalayo pa sa 

pamilya nila,ò ang pahayag ni Go. 

Kaya nga, naniniwala si Go na kailangang i- promote ng pamahalaan ang mga eskuwelahan sa rehiyon na may 

mahuhusay na estudyante na nag-excel sa kani-kanilang larangan. 

Ito ani Go ay makapang-aakit sa pamilya na bumalik sa probinsiyang kanilang pinagmulan at pagpapabula na rin 

sa paniniwala na ang de- kalidad na eskuwelahan ay matatagpuan lamang sa Metro Manila. 

ñMarami naman pong magagaling na eskwelahan sa ibaôt ibang parte ng bansa. Pruweba rito ang resulta ng 2020 

Bar exams kung saan óprobinsyanoô ang karamihan na nasa Top 10,ò ani Go. 

ñPatunay ito na kung patuloy nating ayusin pa ang kalidad ng edukasyon sa mga lalawigan, hindi na kailangang 

lumuwas ng Kamaynilaan para mag-aral,ò dagdag na pahayag ni Go. 

Tinukoy din ni Go na maraming estudyante ang stranded sa Metro Manila na malayo sa kanilang pamilya na nasa 

probinsiya dahil sa enhanced community quarantine (ECQ). 

ñMarami ngayong mga estudyante na hindi makauwi sa kanilang pamilya dahil dito sa Maynila nag-aaral. Naipit 

dahil sa ECQ,ò aniya pa rin. 

Aniya pa, ang buong education system sa bawat rehiyon ay kailangan na maikunsidera upang maiwasan ang 

pangangailangan ng estudyante na lumipat matapos tapusin ang isang one level at pagkatapos ay lumipat na 

naman sa susunod. 
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ñDapat mula basic education hanggang higher education maging maayos sa ibaôt ibang bahagi ng bansa para 

hindi na kailangang lumipat pa,ò ani Go. 

Samantala, hinikayat naman ni Go ang Department of Education, Commission on Higher Education, at Technical 

Education and Skills Development Authority na magtulungan at ipagpatuloy ang pag- assess sa kalidad at 

kakayahan ng eskuwelahan sa bawat rehiyon na makapag-aambag sa tamang implementasyon ng ñBalik 

Probinsyaò program. 

Aniya, sa kabila ng inisyatiba na maaaring kasama sa massive infrastructure projects para sa edukasyon, ang 

hakbang ay maaari ring makabawas ng paghihirap ng óovercapacity of classroomsô dahil ang populasyon sa urban 

areas ay luluwag. 

Kaya nga ang panukala ni Go sa education sector ay magbigay ng mas maraming government-funded 

scholarships at subsidy plans para sa mga mahihirap subalit ódeserving studentsô. 

ñKailangan ring dagdagan pa natin ang oportunidad para sa mga kabataang Pilipino na makapag-aral muli lalo na 

pagkatapos ng COVID-19 crisis,ò paliwanag ni Go. 

Inulit ni Go na ang ñBalik Probinsyaò program ay isang long-term plan na ipatutupad matapos na makontrol ang 

pagkalat ng COVID-19. 

Aniya, kailangan na gawin na agad ang paghahanda upang masiguro na magiging matagumpay ito at para na rin 

sa pag-asa ng mga Filipino na magkaroon ng magandang bukas matapos ang krisis. 

ñRight now, our priority is to address and overcome this health crisis first. But this also means that preparations 

have to start now. This must be properly planned with the full commitment of all government agencies and the 

private sector. Magtulungan po tayo,ò aniya pa rin. 

ñAs President Duterte said, starting fresh in the provinces would give Filipinos HOPE for a better future after 

COVID-19 crisis,ò dagdag na pahayag ni Go. Kris Jose 
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Bong Go: óBalik Probinsyaô to boost agriculture sector 
ByJavier J. Ismael 

-ÁÙ άȟ άΪάΪ 

SEN. Christopher Lawrence ñBongò Go said his proposed Balik Probinsya (Back to the Provinces) Program 

may further revitalize the countryôs agricultural sector, as many city dwellers were reintegrated in the 

countryside, where idle, fertile lands could be developed. 

ñNakikita po nating isa sa mga offshoot ng programang ito ang lalong pagsigla at pag-unlad ng 

ating agricultural sector (One of the offshoots of this program is the further revitalization and progress of the 

agricultural sector),ò he added. 

ñIf we can come up with other complementary programs promoting agriculture among those who are 

reintegrated in the provinces through the Balik 

Probinsya Program, naniniwala po ako na hindi ito malayong mangyari (I believe that this is not far from 

happening),ò he said. 

The senator said he would also propose new agriculture programs to entice a new generation of farmers to go 

back to their agricultural roots. 

ñWe have to make agriculture and aquaculture more promising again to attract young farmers and fishers to 

these industries,ò he added. 

Among his proposals include the continued provision of more inputs for farmers such as seeds, fertilizers, 

machineries, and training on scientific and climate resilient farming methods to increase agricultural 

productivity in the country. 

To support the program, Go suggested that concerned government agencies could explore the idea of 

providing more scholarships and even training abroad for Filipino farmers, so they could learn the best 

practices on farming. 

He added that Barangay Agriculture may also be incorporated in the basic education curriculum to inculcate 

love of farming among Filipino students at a young age. 

ñIf government can conduct and offer more free skills training, livelihood seminars to convert the nonworking 

wives and other members of the families of our farmers and fishers, perhaps we can also make them become 

óagripreneursôò Go explained. 

Meanwhile, Agriculture Secretary William Dar seconded Goôs statements and expressed his support to the 

program as a way to strengthen the countryôs agriculture. 

ñThis is now the time to plan properly this one as part of our recovery program for the rural areasé [There 

should also be] economic opportunity din doon sa mga areas na nai-resettle natin. So, i-tie up dapat natin doon 

sa mga rural industries na pwede nating i-invite na ma-develop based doon sa competitive advantage ng area 

(éin areas where we resettle the people. So, these areas should be tied up with the rural industries that we can 

invite for development based on the competitive advantage of the area).ò He said in a statement. 
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Dar added that the program must be buttressed with a law that could support the program and develop it 

into a whole-of-nation approach. 

ñSa tulong po nitong Balik Probinsya program at mga programang pang-agrikultura, positibo po tayo na 

mas maraming mae-engganyo na bagong farmers [and] fishers sa bansa (With the help of this Balik 

Probinsya program and other agricultural programs, we are positive that we can encourage new farmers 

and fishers in the country),ò Go said. 
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Old model jeepneys allowed to operate in GCQ areas 
By: Katrina  Hallare - Reporter / @KHallareINQ  

INQUIRER.net / 11:31 AM May 02, 2020 

 

 
RICHARD A. REYES 

 
MANILA, Philippines ð The Department of Transportation (DOTr) on Saturday said that old jeepneys are 

allowed to operate in areas placed under general community quarantine (GCQ). 

 

However, DOTr Undersecretary for Administrative Services Artemio Tuazon Jr. clarified that old jeepneys 

will only be allowed back on the road if there are no of modernized jeepneys in a particular area. 

 

ñActually sa totoo, pwede rin po sila mag-operate pag nakita po na may kakulangan sa public transport sa 

lugar na pinago-operate ng ating mga modernized jeeps,ò Tuazon said in an interview over radio station 

DZBB. 

 

(Actually in truth, they can operate if we see that there is a lack of transportation in public transport in places 

where modern jeepneys operate.) 

 

Tuazon added that old jeepneys will be checked based on their ñroad worthinessò before being allowed to 

operate. 

 

ñYung mga medyo mausok at hindi na po maayos ang lagay ng sasakyan ay hindi po papayagan,ò Tuazon 

said. ñKailangan po makita yung road-worthiness po nila.ò 

 

(Those that emit smoke and are not in good condition will not be allowed to operate. We need to look into 

their roadworthiness.) 

 

The DOTr executive earlier said that old jeepneys will  not be allowed to operate, clarifying what Interior and 

Local Government Secretary Eduardo Año said that jeepneys are not allowed to go back on the road in GCQ 

areas. 

 

Partial operations of public transportation in GCQ areas have been allowed by the government, provided that a 

ñone-meter distance between passengersò or social distancing would be followed. 

 

 

 
Source: https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/1268386/old-model-jeepneys-allowed-to-operate-in-gcq-

areas#ixzz6LK2Tpo2e  
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