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DENR addressing human-primate strife on case-by-

case basisïexec 
ByJonathan L. Mayuga 

April 30, 2020 

 
The Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR), through the Biodiversity Management Bureau 
(BMB), is addressing human-macaque conflict on a case-by-case basis ñwith the most humane approach possible.ò 

This was the assurance by DENR Assistant Secretary Ricardo Calderon in response to an appeal made by an 

animal-rights activist in response to governmentôs plan to allow capture of native monkeys on an island in Romblon 

Province for research and development purposes. 

Responding to NE dim C. Byukmihci, emeritus professor of Veterinary Medicine at the School of Veterinary 

Medicine, University of California, Calderon said the position of the DENR is that the removal of macaques, or any 

wildlife, in conflict with humans is considered as the last resort after all other measures had been exhausted in 
consideration of the welfare of both humans and wildlife. 

According to Calderon, the concurrent director of the BMB, other approaches to addressing human-macaque 

conflict are forest restoration, appropriate disposal of wastes, and the massive public awareness campaign on 
avoiding interaction with macaques. 

ñAs we endeavor to achieve human-wildlife co-existence, rest assured that the future actions of this bureau on the 

sustainable use of wildlife resources shall be guided by the national wildlife conservation law and regulation and in 
accordance with the Multilateral Environment Agreements to which the Philippines is a party,ò he said. 

A leading animal-rights activist and expert on veterinary medicine, Byukmihci, who was speaking on behalf of the 

group Action for Primates, earlier appealed to the DENR to reject applications for a special permit to harvest native 
monkeys from the wild. 

He also asked the DENR to scrap the plan of allowing the export of monkeys for research and development 

purposes in reaction to a BusinessMirror story, entitled ñDENR official sees revival of native monkey farming amid 
global virus contagion.ò 

In the story published on April 2, Calderon bared the plan to allow the capture of long-tailed macaques (macaca 

fascicularis spp. Philippensis) on Banton Island Romblon, where the monkey population has grown alarmingly big 
as they reportedly start to cause trouble such as raiding small farms. 

To address the problem, Calderon bared the plan to allow harvesting of monkeys as he is also eyeing the revival of 

monkey farms in the country, especially because of an expected demand for live specimens by research institutions 
outside the country to develop cures to deadly virus and diseases like the  coronavirus disease, or Covid-19. 

Native monkeys are aggressive and potential carriers of deadly viruses like Ebola, the DENR said. 

According to Calderon, the population of macaques in a small island in Romblon is one challenging case of human-
macaque conflict arising from introduced macaques which proliferated over time. 

ñThe implementation of the Wildlife Act prohibiting the hunting of wildlife, absence of natural predators and the 

abundance of food from cultivated lands in the island apparently contributed to the substantial increase in their 

numbers where impact to crop production urged communities to appeal for more aggressive measures in addition to 

the avoidance measures already in place,ò he said. 

DENR addressing human-primate strife on case-by-

case basis-exec 1/2 

https://businessmirror.com.ph/author/jonathanmayuga/
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ñThis is the context from which the idea of removal of macaque individuals in the island for captive-breeding 

purposes stemmed from [including translocation given an available suitable habitat],ò Calderon explained further. 

In a telephone interview, he also assured animal-rights groups that the DENR will not allow harmful means in 

capturing the native monkeys, while wild and monkey farm operators will be strictly monitored during captive-

breeding operations. 

ñWe monitor these farms and there is an agreement that only the offspring will be exported for research purposes,ò 

he said. 

He added that eventually, these monkeys are being released back into the wild after some time. 

ñWe will not allow extreme cases where these monkeys are harmed. Remember, we are also into rescue of 
threatened wildlife,ò he said. 

As for fate of the progeny, or offspring, that are exported for scientific research, he said reports of torture, or 

maltreatment of animals, are ñextreme casesò and there are international laws that provide adequate protection to 
live specimens like monkeys. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://businessmirror.com.ph/2020/04/30/denr-addressing-human-primate-strife-on-case-by-case-

basis-exec/ 
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2 wildlife animals rescued in Region 12 
By Edwin Fernandez  April 30, 2020, 6:43 pm 

 
SAVED WILDLIFE.  The Yellow-headed Monitor Lizard and Everettôs Scops Owl (inset) separately rescued earlier this week (right) in 

Koronadal City and Matalam, North Cotabato, respectively, by concerned citizens and turned over to environment officials for care. 
The Department of Environment and Natural Resources in Region 12 said the owl has been released in the wild on Wednesday night 

(April 29, 2020) while the monitor lizard would also be freed back to its natural habitat soon. (Photo courtesy of DENR-12) 

 
COTABATO CITY  ï Two wildlife animals have been rescued in North Cotabato and Koronadal City, regional 
environment officials said Thursday. 
 
Khadija Bayam-Benpolok, chief of the Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR-12) public affairs 
office, said an Everettôs Scops Owl and a Yellow-headed Monitor Lizard (Varanus cumingi) were separately 
rescued by concerned citizens. 
 
Benpolok said Calil Bantuas, community environment and natural resources officer (CENRO) of Matalam, North 
Cotabato reported that the Everett's Scops Owl or Mindanao Lowland Scops Owl (Otus everettii) has been freed 
back to the wild on Wednesday night. 
 
The owl was rescued by a concerned citizen in Sitio San Isidro, Barangay Malasila in Makilala, North Cotabato. 
Bantuas said that Migalbin Gingo found the owl trapped in his tent early morning on Tuesday and was posted on 
social media by Dennis Poquita to call the attention of the DENR. 
 
Jestoni Almarez, forest technician and one of the members of the CENRO Matalam enforcement team, said the 
owl was healthy, with no signs of any injury, and fit to be released in the wild. 
 
ñThe owl was released by the team around 7:00 p.m. at Barangay Santo Ni¶o in Makilala town,ò Benpolok said. 
 
In Barangay Morales, Koronadal City, environment officials have taken custody of a monitor lizard, locally known 
as ñbayawak,ò after it was turned over by a local resident. 
 
Dr. Rosalinda Cortez, chief of the DENR-12 conservation and development division, said that she received on 
Monday a phone call from Letecia Gabales, a resident of Purok Centro 1 in Barangay Morales regarding the 
rescued monitor lizard inside the residential compound of Bernardo Macaranas. 
 
According to Macaranas, he spotted the lizard near the cages of his chicken and other farm animals. 
 
Macaranas said that they decided to trap and rescue the lizard to avert any harm it may inflict on his poultry 
animals. Nide Dangle, DENR-12 science research specialist, said she went directly to the area for the proper 
turnover of the rescued monitor lizard. 
 
Dangle also coordinated with Dr. Neil Velasco, resident veterinarian of the Regional Wildlife Rescue Center 
located in Lutayan, Sultan Kudarat for safekeeping. 
 
Although the monitor lizard is fit for release, DENR-12 officials decided to keep the species under the protection of 
the rescue center and will be freed back to its natural habitat once the lockdown for coronavirus disease 2019 is 
lifted. (PNA) 
 

Source: https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1101475 
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MGB-13, Caraga minerals industry unite in 

'Bayanihan to Heal as One Act' implementation 
Published on April 27, 2020 

URIGAO CITY, Surigao del Norte, Apr. 27 (PIA) --  In light of the coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) 

pandemic, the Mines and Geosciences Bureau-13 (MGB-13) and the Caraga minerals industry have 

collaborated to ensure that the objectives of Republic Act (RA) No. 11469, otherwise known as the 

òBayanihan to Heal as One Act,ó are achieved. 

Various measures to promote quarantine, social distancing, sanitation, cleanliness, and provision of 

personal protective equipment (PPE) were undertaken to see to it that the health and welfare of 

MGB-13 employees are upheld. 

Alternative working arrangements pursuant to the Civil Service Commission guidelines were also 

implemented in the Regional Office. 

The skeletal workforce scheme was implemented from March 19 to April 8, 2020, at the time when 

Caraga Region was still under community quarantine. However, the enhanced community quarantine 

was declared on April 7, 2020, which resulted in the implementation of the 'Work from Home' 

scheme starting April 13, 2020. 

During the 'Work from Home' period,  a minimal number of employees will man the office in order to 

respond to immediate concerns and other necessary matters. Employees shall be on an on-call basis 

and required to report for work when needed.  

The necessary Regional Special Order has been issued by Regional Director Glenn Marcelo C. Noble 

to implement these alternative working arrangements. Excluded in the alternative working 

arrangements are senior citizens and employees with medical concerns. 

To safeguard the health and welfare of employees of Caraga mining projects and their stakeholders, 

the MGB-13 sent official communications to the Presidents/Resident Managers/General Managers of 

all mining companies regardless of status (exploration, operation, rehabilitation or suspension) to 

comply with  RA No. 11469, Presidential Proclamation Nos. 922 (Declaring a State of Public Health 

Emergency throughout the Philippines) and 929 (Declaring a State of Calamity throughout the 

Philippines due to Corona Virus Disease 2019) as well as the Orders/Resolutions issued by the 

Regional Inter-Agency Task Force on Emerging Disease and Local Government Units. 

The MGB-13 collaborated with mining companies to provide assistance to their host and 

neighboring communities and other stakeholders as well as front liners in the hospitals, checkpoints, 

and other pertinent areas in compliance with the Memorandum dated March 27, 2020, of MGB 

Director Atty. Wilfredo G. Moncano. 

The said memorandum authorizes the realignment of unutilized funds of the Social Development 

and Management Program to support affected impact and non -impact communities due to COVID-

19. 

More than 22,330 mining and non-mining community residents including front liners and 42,689 

households benefited from the relief efforts and other means of support given by mining companies. 

MGB-13, Caraga minerals industry unite in 

óBayanihan to Heal as One Actô implementation 1/2 
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Throughout the five Caraga provinces, the relief assistance came in various forms such as PPE (face 

masks and shields, disposable gowns and gloves and shoe covers), hygiene kits (isopropyl alcohol 

and hand sanitizer), medical supplies (thermal scanners, medicines, and vitamins), food supplies and 

packs, survival garden kits and even a heavy-duty truck. 

For the first week of the SDMP realignment implementation covering the period of April 1 -8, 2020, 

the total amount of P16,261,360.10 was utilized by Caraga mining companies in support of the 

Bayanihan to Heal as One Act which was signed into law by President Rodrigo Roa Duterte on March 

24, 2020. 

The following Caraga mining companies supported the endeavor to fight the COVID-19 pandemic 

are Adnama Mining Resources, Inc.; Agata Mining Ventures, Inc.; Cagdianao Mining Corporation; 

Carrascal Nickel Corporation; CTP Construction and Mining Corporation; Hinatuan Mining 

Corporation; Marcventures Mining and Development Corporation; Mindanao Mineral Processing and 

Refining Corporation; Philsaga Mining Corporation; Platinum Group Metals Corporation; Sinosteel 

HY Philippines Mining Corporation; SR Metals Inc.; Taganito Mining Corporation; and Taganito HPAL 

Nickel Corporation. (MGB-13/PIA-Surigao del Norte) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://pia.gov.ph/news/articles/1040163  

MGB-13, Caraga minerals industry unite in 
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Mining firm joins efforts vs. COVID-19 
posted April 30, 2020 at 11:10 pm 

by Ben Moses Ebreo 

Bayombong, Nueva Vizcaya---FCF Minerals Corp. has joined the national and local government 
efforts in mitigating the effects of the COVID-19 pandemic in the province. 
 

Ian Moller, FCF Minerals Corp. manager for Sustainability, said they have tapped their unutilized 
funds for their Social Development and Management Programs in support of the national 
governmentôs Bayanihan to Heal as One Act. 
 

ñThis is in response to the advice of the Mines and GeoSciences Bureau for mining companies to 
use our remaining funds from our SDMP to support the affected impact and non-impact communities 
due to the COVID-19,ò he said. 

Moller said that with the MGB directive and coordination with the provincial, municipal and barangay 
local government units of Nueva Vizcaya, they were able to provide food packs, medicines and 
Personal Protective Equipment. 
 

He added that the company initially donated 2,500 face masks and 25 gallons of alcohol to the 
provincial government, 20 pieces of Tyvek suits and goggles to the Municipal Health Office of 
Quezon town and 50 sacks of rice to the Quezon local government unit.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://manilastandard.net/mobile/article/322756 

 
 

https://manilastandard.net/mobile/search?q=Ben%20Moses%20Ebreo
https://manilastandard.net/mobile/article/322756
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Mines and Geo-sciences Bureau (MGB) Regional Director Efren Carido shares the inititatives of the mining contractors amid 

COVID-19 during Talakayan sa PIA on April 27. (Rodolfo Mendoza/PIA10) 

MGB-10, mining contractors/permit holders 

unite vs COVID-19 
By Jan Albert K. ArañaPublished on April 29, 2020 

CAGAYAN DE ORO CITY, April 29 (PIA) ð The Mines and Geosciences Bureau (MGB)-10 together with 

various mining contractors/permit holders unite to combat the coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) 

through its realigned Social Development and Management Program (SDMP). 

In Talakayan sa PIA media forum, MGB-10 Regional Director Efren Carido said about 11 mining 

contractors/permit holders had donated for the front liners of the various local government units 

(LGUs) as well as families/households in the region. 

Among the donors are Holcim Resources and Development Corporation, Republic Cement Iligan, 

Inc., WHK Manufacturing and Trading Corp., Mindanao Rock, Epic Motors & General Merchandise, 

Gavelden, Inc., BAI Aggregates, Oro NQA Enterprises Corporation, Mr. Caesar R. Casiño, Animas Bros. 

Construction Corporation and Ricky Crushing Plant. 

 

Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR)-10 shares initiatives to frontliners amid COVID-19. (Rodolfo 

Mendoza/PIA10) 

MGB-10, mining contractors/permit holders unite vs 

COVID-19 1/2 
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The donations given included food packs, Vitamin C, sack of rice, boxes of canned goods, 

disinfectants, packed lunch, face masks, bottles of mineral water, medicines and medical supplies 

which are distributed in various Local Government Unit within Region 10. 

The mining companies/permit holders spent a total of P 756,761.91 out of the allocated P 

2,348,651.28 of the realigned SDMP. 

To date, 3,965 families/households and 12 MSU-IIT students received donations of relief goods, PPEs 

and disinfectants. 

There will be a continuing distribution through the realigned SDMP where the EMB hopes to cater to 

more communities. (JAKA/PIA10) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://pia.gov.ph/news/articles/1040359 
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DENR, PNP seize P1.9-M worth of illegal 

lumber in N. Samar 

By Ailene N. DiazPublished on April 29, 2020 

CATARMAN, Northern Samar, April 29 (PIA) --  The joint forces of the provincial offices of the 

Department of Environment and Natural Resources and Philippine National Police- Northern Samar 

make record when it seized over P 1.9 million worth of illegal lumber in Barangays Happy Valley and 

Balite both of San Isidro, Northern Samar on April 24-26, 2020. 

The operation was conducted upon reports from a government asset coupled with the strong efforts 

of the agencies concerned to curve illegal activities particularly on the anti-timber poaching in the 

province. 

òThey should stop this illegal activity, specially the local people,  they are victims used by capitalist, 

they are the ones earning more,ó said PENRO Angelito Villanueva. 

òThe DENR is taking all the efforts through the National Greening Program for employment 

opportunities in the community.ó 

òMy commitment as OIC PENRO is not to cease our operation to protect and preserve the natural 

forest in Northern Samar for the next generation to enjoy,ó PENRO Villanueva stressed. 

 
 

And true to its allegiance, PNP pointed out, òWe will continue to intensify the campaign against 

criminality and terrorism and urged the community to actively support the authoritie s by feeding 

information to ensure violators of laws   are put behind bars,ó said PMaj Edwin Oloan, Jr., force 

commander of the 1st Northern Samar Provincial Mobile Force Company. 

Efforts of the two teams resulted to the seizure of  8,605 board feet of assorted lumber and flitches 

and 78 pieces of boat keels equivalent to 30, 895.75 board feet totaling to 39,500.75 board feet with 

a market value of P1,975,037.50. 

 

DENR, PNP seize P1.9-M worth of illegal lumber in 

N. Samar 1/2 
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Aided by drones and actual operation, the team was able to locate stockpiles of lumbers but no 

violators were arrested except a certain Maria Fe Omrog who claimed to own a stockpile in Brgy. 

Balite of the same town. 

The DENR team was led by PENRO Angelito Villanueva, Catarman CENRO Paquito Dabuet in 

partnership with PNP Team led by PNP Provincial Director Col. Reynaldo Dela Cruz with the 1st 

Northern Samar Provincial Mobile Force Company Force Commander PMaj. Edwin Oloan, Jr. 

(ldl/ADiaz/PIA-Northern Samar) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://pia.gov.ph/news/articles/1040463 
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N. Samar 2/2 

https://pia.gov.ph/news/articles/1040463


 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

May 1, 2020 
TITLE : 

PAGE 1/ 

342!4%')#  

#/--5.)#!4)/.  

).)4)!4)6%3  

3%26)#% 

EDITORIAL 

PAGE

BANNER 

STORY 

PAGE 1 

STORY 

UPPER  

LOWER  

CARTOON 

DATE 

 
Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR)-10 officer-in-charge, Assistant Regional Director Aldrich Resma, 

shares the agency's initiatives in response to COVID-19 during Talakayan sa PIA on April 27. (Rodolfo Mendoza/PIA10) 

DENR 10 donates lumber 

By Jan Albert K. ArañaPublished on April 29, 2020 

CAGAYAN DE ORO CITY, April 28 (PIA) ð The Department of Environment and Natural Resources 

(DENR)-10 had donated a total of 15,933.13 board feet of good lumber throught its field offices in 

support of  various local government units (LGUs) in fight against the threat of coronavirus disease 

2019 (COVID-19). 

During Talakayan sa PIA, DENR-10 officer-in-charge, Assistant Regional Director Aldrich Resma said 

they have donated lumbers to help in constructing checkpoints, isolation units and other facilities 

needed by by local government. 

As the country faces the COVID-19 pandemic and while the LGUs are working tirelessly to help 

flatten the curve of the said threat, DENR-10 had shown its support by donating go od lumbers to 

the LGUs of the three provinces of Misamis Oriental, Misamis Occidental and Bukidnon. 

They have given a total of 4,234.67 bd.ft lumber in Bukidnon, 3,611.46 in Misamis Oriental and 8,089 

bd.ft in Misamis Occidental; totalling to 15, 933.13 bd.ft was given as donations to the LGUs. 

 

Talakayan sa PIA with DENR. (Rodolfo Mendoza/PIA10) 

DENR 10 donates lumber 1/2 
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The said lumbers were used to construct the Bukidnon Inter Agency Task Force Multi Purpose shed 

for the frontliners  under the initiative of Provincial Environment and Natural Resources Office 

(PENRO)-Bukidnon. In Misamis Oriental, the donated lumbers were used to construct Barangay 

Isolation Units (BIUs) for Persons Under Monitoring (PUMs) and Person Under Investigation (PUIs) 

and quarantine checkpoints and in Misamis Occidental, the lumbers were utilized for the 

construction of quarantine facilities and fabrication of isolations rooms for COVID -19 patients as 

requested by Aloran town and Oroquieta City. 

With this, DENR 10 hopes that it can help flatten the curve of the pandemic in support of the 

Bayanihan To Heal as One Act. (JAKA/PIA10) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://pia.gov.ph/news/articles/1040356 
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Vincent Philip Bautista of the Philippine Information Agency (PIA)-10 wears the eco-friendly face masks made by Salay 

Handmade Paper, Inc. commissioned by Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR). (Zener R. 

Dumaguing/PIA10) 

DENR-10 bats for eco-friendly face mask 
By Jan Albert K. ArañaPublished on April 28, 2020 

CAGAYAN DE ORO CITY, April 28 (PIA) ð The Department of Environment and Natural Resources 

(DENR)-10 partnered with Salay Handmade Paper Industries Inc., a social enterprise located in Salay, 

Misamis Oriental for the production of an eco -friendly face mask, otherwise known as 7XB Fiber 

Mask. 

During the "Talakayan sa PIA," a virtual media forum held Monday, April 27, an initial of 1,000 7XB 

fiber masks were ordered by DENR-10 to be given to the frontliners.  

This eco-friendly mask is produced by the Salay Handmade Paper Industries, made from sustainable 

materials of strong fiber and grass manufactured and converted into special filters. 

 
Philippine Information Agency (PIA)-10 staff wear eco-friendly masks provided by DENR to frontliners. (Zener R. 

Dumaguing/PIA10) 
 

 

 

 

 

DENR-10 bats for eco-friendly face mask 1/2 
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The said eco-friendly mask was tested by the Department of Science and Technology (DOST) prior its 

introduction to DENR 10. 

Result of the test showed that the eco-friendly mask is seven times better than the normal cloth face 

mask when it comes to filtration and protection.  

The mask is also washable by soaking it in water with soap. If this mask reaches its serviceable life 

limit,   its decomposition is faster and friendlier since there were no plastics or harmful chemicals 

used in its fabrication. 

DENR-10 promotes the use of the fiber face mask, as it provides better protection than the normal 

cloth face mask and helps the local producers as well. (JAKA/PIA10) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://pia.gov.ph/news/articles/1040336 
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Janne Claudian Salvaña, COVID-19 focal person of the Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR)-10 shares 

the proactive initiatives of DENR to vulnerable sectors during the pandemic. (Rodolfo Mendoza/PIA10) 

 

DENR-10 supports frontliners fighting 

COVID-19 

By Jan Albert K. ArañaPublished on April 28, 2020 

CAGAYAN DE ORO CITY, April 28 (PIA) ð The Department of Environment and Natural Resources 

(DENR) and its field offices in Misamis Oriental, Misamis Occidental, Bukidnon, Lanao del Norte and 

Camiguin had conducted various activities to show their support to  the efforts being done by the 

frontliners in the implementation of the Republic Act No. 11469 or otherwise known as the 

Bayanihan to Heal as One Act for COVID 19 pandemic threat. 

During the "Talakayan sa PIA" on Monday, April 27, the DENR-10 shared that its employees both 

plantilla and job order   had joined forces in showing their support to the frontliners through a fund 

raising activity  by donating their one day salary to be done through salary deduction.  

The said act of voluntarism had gone a long way for the different provinces.  

In Bukidnon, all personnel of the Provincial Environment and Natural Resources Office (PENRO) and 

four CENROs had raised a total of P377,666 as cash donations and was used to procure goods for 

the 1,000 household beneficiaries of Peopleõs Organizations of the four City Environment and 

Natural Resources Office (CENRO) and two Protective Areas. 

The food packs which consist of five kilos of rice, two cans of corned beef, two cans of beef loaf, ½ 

kilo brown sugar, one pack 25 nescafe, two packs noodles and one pack of pancit canton 

were distributed to the target beneficiaries.  

Among who received the donations were 200 beneficiaries identified by the CENRO and 100 

beneficiaries from the protected area coming from the   Peopleõs Organizations under the Enchanced 

National Greening Program, Community Based Forest Management Program and Integrated Natural 

Resources and Environmental Management Project. 
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Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR)-10 shares their initiatives amid COVID-19 pandemic during 

Talakayan sa PIA on April 27, 2020. (Rodolfo Mendoza/PIA10) 

While in Misamis Oriental, the PENRO had donated P35,000.00 in coordination with the Office of 

Provincial Governor Yevgeny Vincente B. Emano to the Northen Mindanao Medical Center (NMMC) 

as cash assistance to the said hospital. 

The said office also had donated 15 relief packages to the Habal-habal drivers of Malasag Heights, 

Cugman, Cagayan de Oro City as their way of giving back to the services that they have rendered to 

the community and to   PENRO-Misamis Oriental employees. 

As the Habal-habal drivers continue to provide transporatation they are also considered as the silent 

heroes in this crisis. 

PENRO Misamis Oriental had not also forgotten to distribute 45 relief packages to the heroes that 

helped control the forest fire that occurred last April 9 -11, the Forest Fire Fighter Volunteers at 

Mapawa Eco Park located at Malalasag Heights, Cugman, Cagayan de Oro. 

PENRO-Misamis Occidental had shown their support by distributing food packs and face masks to 

the frontliners in the checkpoints located in Oroquieta City, Lopez Jaena and Aloran towns. 

They also distributed relief goods to the 75 f amilies of senior citizens, 4Ps Beneficiaries, Baranagy 

Patrol and Health Workers in barangays located at Oroquieta City. Aside from the 50 love packs 

(relief goods) given to 40 PENRO Misamis Occidental Job Orders, 4 dismissed employees and 6 

garbage collectors. 

 
DENR employees repack goods for donation. (DENR10) 
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On the other hand, PENRO-Lanao del Norte had distributed food packs and bottled water to the 

PNP/AFP that are manning the eight different municipalities (checkpoints) within the provinces of 

Lanao del Norte. Sixty packed meals and bottled water were also been given to the PNP, BFP, Coast 

Guards, DOH, Red Cross and Traffic Enforcers that are operating two checkpoints in Iligan City. 

In Camiguin, DENR Employees Association ð PENRO Camiguin handed over P50,000.00 cash to the 

Camiguin Provincial Treasurerõs Office as their voluntary assistance in the fight against COVID-19. 

Aside from the cash assistance they also helped the Provincial Government of Camiguin in packing 

food packs and manning the checkpoints. 

The Regional Office of DENR-10 with DENR Employees Association (DENREA) 10 had also donated 

30 boxes of pizza for snack, 720 sachets of coffee, 300 bottled waters, 3,000 pieces of disposable 

paper cups and three gallons of liquid hand soap to the frontliners manning the check points in 

Opol, Misamis Oriental and Mambuaya, Cagayan de Oro City. 

Aside from that, they also donated 200 pieces of face shields to Northern Mindanao Medical Center 

and JR Borja Memorial Hospital. 

DENR-10's initiatives were fueled by its personnel's willingness to help ease the anxiety of the 

frontliners who tirelessly combat the COVID-19 threat to protect the people in the region. 

(JAKA/PIA10) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://pia.gov.ph/news/articles/1040342 
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DOST, partners provide goods to Bantay ï 

Basura volunteers 

By Carlito C. Dar Published on April 30, 2020 

 

LA TRINIDAD, Benguet, Apr. 30 (PIA) - - Volunteers for the management of garbage in this 

municipality got  a boost from  the  Department of Science and Technology (DOST) that 

spearheaded  the donation of rice and face masks. 

DOST Provincial Science and Technology Center head Sheila Marie Claver led  the delivery of 25 

sacks of 25 - kilogram rice and 200 face masks to the Municipal Environment and Natural Resources 

Office here last April 24 for re-packing and distribution to the 176 òBantay ð Basuraó volunteers of 

the municipality.  

Cecil Dionisio of PSTC ð Benguet shared that they got the idea of providing relief assistance when a 

group from Quezon City gave them P10,500  incentive  for responding to  their request for 

assistance to purchase highland vegetables from  Benguet. 

 
DOST PSTC Benguet  as they purchased  vegetables from the municipality of Tublay, Benguet  for a group from Quezon City. 

This  started the initiative of donating  of rice and face masks to the Bantay Basura volunteers of La Trinidad. (DOST photos) 

Dionisio related that PSTC ð Benguet coordinated with the local government of Tublay for the 

purchase of P1,250 packs of vegetables from local farmers this locldown. The initiative also provided 

cash assistance to the volunteers that repacked the vegetables into individual pack of five kilos each. 

With the P10,500 that the buyer gave as incentive, PSTC ð Benguet planned  to use it for the 

production of face masks but MENRO head Art Pedro suggested the provision of assistance to the 

Bantay Basura volunteers that receive minimal incentive, Dionisio said. 

PSTC ð Benguet with additional donations from DOST staff and some friends  came up with P25,000 

that they used to buy rice. 

 

DOST, partners provide goods to Bantay ï Basura 
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The face masks were donated by DOST SETUP (Small Enterprise Technology Upgrading Program) 

cooperators Maribel Linggon of Mabelõs Tailoring and Judith Alfonso of Twin Jade Mae Fashion. 

Aside from the MENRO volunteers, the two SETUP coordinators are also helping PSTC ð Benguet  in 

the distribution of face masks to the different barangay frontliners in Baguio and Benguet.  

DOST ð CAR  headed by Regional Director Dr. Nancy Bantog, along with the different PSTCs in the 

region and their partners such as SETUP coordinators have been working to find ways in helping the 

frontliners in the in the different communities of Cordillera in the fight against COVID ð 19. 

(JDP/CCD-PIA CAR) 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://pia.gov.ph/news/articles/1040587 

DOST, partners provide goods to Bantay ï Basura 

volunteers 2/2 

https://pia.gov.ph/news/articles/1040587


 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

May 1, 2020 
TITLE : 

PAGE 1/ 

342!4%')#  

#/--5.)#!4)/.  

).)4)!4)6%3  

3%26)#% 

EDITORIAL 

PAGE

BANNER 

STORY 

PAGE 1 

STORY 

UPPER  

LOWER  

CARTOON 

DATE 

On Labor Day, Bong Go recognizes role of workers 

in economy 

INQUIRER.net / 12:44 AM May 01, 2020 

 

Sen. Bong Go. FILE PHOTO 

MANILA, Philippines ð Senator Christopher Lawrence ñBongò Go called on the national 

government and local government units to continue upholding the rights and promoting the 

welfare of Filipino workers as the country commemorates Labor Day on the first day of May. 

 

ñSa kabila po ng dinaraanang pagsubok ng bansa dala ng COVID-19, binabati ko po ang ating 

mga manggagawa ng isang mapagpalayang Araw ng Paggawa,ò Go said. 

 

(Despite the challenges the country experiences brought about by COVID-19, I am wishing all our 

workers a liberating day of labor.) 

 

ñKayo ang pundasyon ng ating patuloy na lumalagong ekonomiya. Bilang mambabatas, asahan 

ninyo na patuloy kong isusulong ang mga panukalang batas at susuportahan ang mga programa 

upang mas lalong maprotektahan ang inyong mga karapatan at mas mapabuti ang inyong 

kapakanan,ò he added. 

 

(You are the foundation of our continued flourishing economy. As a lawmaker, expect that I will 

continue to push for proposed bills and support programs that will further protect your rights and 

to improve your welfare.) 

 

Go also assured workers that the government will always prioritize their rights and welfare amid 

the challenges posed by the ongoing public health crisis. 

 

ñHabang patuloy nating nilalabanan ang sakit na COVID-19, ginagawa ng pamahalaan ang lahat 

ng makakaya para mabigyan ng tulong ang mga apektadong manggagawa.ò 

 

(As we continue to combat COVID-19, the government is doing everything to provide assistance 

to affected workers.) 
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ñBilang suporta, naging panawagan ko din ang pagbibigay pa ng dagdag na tulong para sa mas 

nakararami, katulad ng mga apektadong manggagawa ng mga maliliit na negosyo o ang mga 

MSMEs, at iba pa,ò he added. 

 

(As a support, I also called for the additional assistance to many, like the affected workers of small 

businesses or the MSMEs.) 

 

Earlier, Go appealed for the provision of support to workers and employees of micro, small and 

medium enterprises (MSMEs) affected by the coronavirus disease-2019 (COVID-19) outbreak.  

 

Go said that most MSMEs were forced to temporarily, totally or partially close down due to the 

global health crisis and the extended enhanced community quarantine measures. 

 

ñMalaking parte ng bumubuhay sa ating ekonomiya ay ang mga MSMEs at ang kanilang mga 

workers. Tulungan natin silang buhayin ang kanilang negosyo at maiahon ang kanilang mga 

empleyado habang nasa panahon ng krisis ang buong bansa,ò Go said. 

 

(A big part of what fuels our economy is the MSMEs and its workers. Letôs help them propagate 

their business and uplift their employees while the country experiences crisis.) 

 

Goôs appeal led to the granting of a subsidy program to provide assistance to MSMEs and their 

employees by the Department of Finance. About four million MSME employees benefitted from 

the program. 

 

The Department of Labor and Employment also implemented its COVID-19 Adjustment 

Measures Program (CAMP) for affected workers in the formal sector. CAMP provides qualified 

beneficiaries a one-time financial assistance of P5,000 and employment facilitation services. 

 

Meanwhile, Go also shared his proposed Balik Probinsya program which, if successful, could 

benefit millions of Filipino workers nationwide who will no longer need to move to urban centers 

for better job opportunities. 

 

ñSa tulong ng Balik Probinsya program, umaasa po ako na hindi na kakailanganin pa ng ating mga 

manggagawa mula sa probinsya na pumunta sa Maynila para lamang makahanap ng trabaho,ò Go 

said. 

 

(With the help of Balik Probinsya program, I am optimistic that our workers from the province no 

longer need to go to Manila to find jobs.) 

 

ñIpinangangako ko po na ipaglalaban ko ang programang ito para makalikha pa tayo ng marami 

pang trabaho at mapabuti ang buhay ng manggagawang Pilipino. Muli, maligayang Araw ng 

Paggawa sa inyo. Mabuhay po kayo!ò he added. 

 

(I promise to fight for this program so we can generate more jobs and improve the lives of our 

Filipino workers. Again, happy Labor Day to you.) 

 

Ending his message, Go remains optimistic that the country will overcome the challenges brought 

by COVID-19. 
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ñNaniniwala ako na malalampasan natin ang krisis na ito. At nanatiling matatag ang aking tiwala 

na kaisa ng pamahalaan at ng buong sambayanang Pilipino ang hanay ng ating mga manggagawa 

sa hangaring manumbalik ang sigla ng ating ekonomiya sa mas lalong madaling panahon,ò he 

said. 

 

(I believe we can overcome this crisis. And I am resolved that with the help of the government and 

the entire Filipino nation, our labor sector, my hopes are high to rejuvenate our economy as soon 

as possible.) 
Wt± 
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Labor Day: Recovery program for workers to 

be unveiled 

Mayen Jaymalin (The Philippine Star ) - May 1, 2020 - 12:00am 

MANILA, Philippines ð As the world marks Labor Day today, the Duterte administration announced 
it will launch a recovery plan for workers as the country grapples with the impact of the Luzon-wide 
quarantine set in place to check the spread of the coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19). 

Industries have been disrupted and millions of workers displaced after President Duterte placed 
Metro Manila and much of the rest of Luzon under enhanced community quarantine (ECQ) to 
prevent the virus from spreading. 

The government has allotted P200 billion to provide emergency aid to workers and other sectors 
sidelined by the quarantine. 

ñWe will unveil a recovery plan for our workers. It will be announced on May 1 (today),ò presidential 
spokesman Harry Roque said at a press briefing yesterday. 

 Roque did not provide details, but he said the program would be implemented alongside other 
packages designed to mitigate the economic impact of the pandemic. 

Other programs designed to help workers during the quarantine period are the Tulong 
Panghanapbuhay for Displaced/Disadvantaged Workers, which provides emergency employment for 
displaced, underemployed and seasonal workers; and the Abot Kamay ang Pagtulong (AKAP) sa 
OFWs program, which aims to assist migrant workers. 

Another initiative, the COVID-19 Adjustment Measures Program, was discontinued to give way to a 
P51-billion wage subsidy program for employees of small businesses. 

Roque also said workersô groups are free to hold online protests to commemorate Labor Day as long 
as they observe social distancing. 

ñUnder ECQ, physical gatherings are not allowed. They can protest online if they want but they 
should not violate ECQ because it poses threats to public health. But we allow workers to speak and 
express their grievances,ò the Palace spokesman said. 

Roque said the government is studying whether it can provide additional help to workers but 
admitted that the national budget is limited. 

A million jobs 

The Department of Labor and Employment (DOLE) said a million jobs await displaced workers as 
well those returning to the provinces under Balik Probinsya Program. 

ñWe are preparing a post-COVID recovery plan for the generation of fresh one million jobs in the 
provinces in the coming months,ò Labor Secretary Silvestre Bello III said at a virtual press 
conference yesterday. 

Bello said part of the program is to provide three-month wage subsidy that will allow small and 
medium enterprises (SMEs) affected by the pandemic to resume business and hire not only former 
employees but new ones as well. 

ñThis much we can offer for our workers in the interim road to normal recovery,ò Bello said. 
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According to Bello, DOLE will be collaborating with the Department of Public Works and Highways 
(DPWH) in hiring displaced workers for existing but stalled infrastructure projects in the provinces. 

ñWe will request DPWH to increase manpower for at least 10 to 20 percent to accommodate those 
availing of Balik Probinsya program from Metro Manila,ò Bello said. 

Former labor chief and now DOLE consultant Marianito Roque said the department is encouraging 
the DPWH to hire additional manpower instead of using machineries for a period of three to four 
months. 

Roque said DOLE is looking at P55 billion for the implementation of the program that would also 
allow hiring of nurses for implementation of occupational and safety measures. 

ñWe have already submitted the proposal to the interagency task force and still awaiting funding 
approval, but the project can already start if we can convince contractors to hire additional 
manpower instead of using machineries so we can generate jobs in the provinces,òò Roque noted. 

He also said DOLE is closely coordinating with the Technical Education and Skills Development 
Authority (TESDA) and the Overseas Workers Welfare Administration (OWWA) to identify skills and 
alternative livelihood for displaced OFWs. 

ñWe do not expect 100 percent accommodation for the displaced OFWs, especially those working in 
cruise ships. In the meantime they are here, at least we can provide them relief as part of the 
recovery plan,ò Roque said. 

DOLE also announced that workers who will opt to work today will have to wait longer to receive the 
mandated holiday pay. In an advisory, DOLE warned workers may not be able to receive holiday 
pay at all. 

ñIn view of the existence of a national emergency arising from the COVID-19 situation, employers 
are allowed to defer payment of holiday pay on May 1, 2020 until such time that the present 
emergency situation has been abated and the normal operations of the establishment is in place,ò 
DOLE said in an advisory. 

DOLE said establishments that have totally closed or ceased operation during the ECQ period are 
exempted from the payment of the holiday pay. 

The Associated Labor Unions (ALU) urged workers to organize themselves into unions and 
collectively bargain policies to better protect themselves. 

ñThe ónew normalô post-lockdown economy is now forcing a vast number of people to rapidly shift to 
digital and electronic commerce to evade or work around the impact and recurrence of the deadly, 
wide-ranging and potent novel 2019 coronavirus disease pandemic and its duration to the economy, 
mobility and peopleôs lives. These radical transformations will elicit greater flexibilization and 
informalization of jobs and wages, resulting in a major effect on workersô and their familiesô pursuit 
for equality, safety and security and economic prosperity,ò ALU vice president Gerard Seno warned 
yesterday. 

About 1.6 billion informal workers or nearly half of the global workforce are likely to lose their source 
of livelihood due to the coronavirus disease pandemic, according to the International Labor 
Organization (ILO). 

Based on the ILO Monitor third edition: COVID-19 and the world of work, the drop in working hours 
in the second quarter of 2020 is expected to be significantly worse than previously estimated. 
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ñThe continued sharp decline in working hours globally due to the COVID-19 outbreak means that 
1.6 billion workers in the informal economy ï that is nearly half of the global workforce ï stand in 
immediate danger of having their livelihoods destroyed,ò ILO reported. 

ñEven once containment measures are lifted, surviving enterprises and on-account workers will 
continue to face challenges, given the recovery is expected to be uncertain and slow,ò ILO added. 

Meanwhile, the Philippine National Police (PNP) yesterday warned members of leftist groups to 
forego their plans to hold a rally today or face arrest. 

PNP chief Gen. Archie Gamboa issued the warning after 

receiving reports that militant groups are planning to stage public assembles and mass action in 
commemoration of Labor Day. 

ñMuch as we respect their right to peaceably assemble, out of the exigency of the health crisis 
situation, we beg to discourage them from pursuing these plans for their own safety and in the best 
interest of public health,ò he said during a virtual press conference. -Emmanuel Tupas, Cecille 
Suerte-Felipe, 
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Labor Day protests to go online; PNP warns of 
arrests if taken to streets 
By CNN Philippines Staff 

Published Apr 30, 2020 9:45:11 PM 

 

Metro Manila (CNN Philippines, April 30)  ð Groups are taking their Labor Day protests online as the 
government continues to prohibit mass gatherings to prevent further spread of the coronavirus. 

Kilusang Mayo Uno on Thursday said a "virtual rally for workers and peopleôs solidarity" will be held via Zoom and 
Facebook Live Friday morning. 

"Kalusugan, Kabuhayan, Karapatan, Ipaglaban! Sugpuin ang COVID-19! Singilin si Duterte! (Let us fight for 
Health, Livelihood, Rights! Fight COVID-19! Hold Duterte accountable)," the KMU said in its Facebook post. 

It also called on protesters to make noise; wear red face masks, red shirts, and red armbands; and post streamers 
and placards to make their voices heard. 

In a statement on Tuesday, KMU said its members are ready, along with other groups such as NAGKAISA, to hold 
noise barrages from their respective homes. They said that instead of mass arrests of quarantine violators, the 
government should expand coronavirus testing and give aid to displaced workers. 

The Labor Department has said more than 2 million workers have lost their jobs due to the temporary closure of 
businesses and modified work arrangements to comply with the Luzon-wide enhanced community quarantine and 
lockdowns in other areas. 

The Concerned Artists of the Philippines said its Lockdown Sessions will be live at 6 p.m. to express "solidarity 
with the most vulnerable sectors who need our support and consolation during these uncertain times." 

Despite assurances from labor groups that they will not take to the streets, the Philippine National Police Chief 
General Archie Gamboa in a briefing said they have been made "aware of plans by militant cause-oriented groups 
to stage public assembly and mass action in several venues on May 1 in commemoration of Labor Day." 

Gamboa stressed that mass gatherings are banned as the entire country is placed under general community 
quarantine starting Friday. Metro Manila and several provinces and cities are under a stricter enhanced community 
quarantine, marked with suspension of mass transportation, and closure of non-essential businesses, among 
others. 

In all areas, mass gatherings are prohibited, except for essential work. Gamboa warned that protesters can be 
arrested for violating any of the quarantine rules. 

"Arrests, detention, fines and other penalties for violating the state's ECQ rules are imposed to hold violators 
accountable," Gamboa said, as he discouraged public assemblies. 

The PNP last week said it will be enforcing a zero tolerance policy for quarantine violators. Joint Task Force COVID-
19 Shield Commander PLt.Gen. Guillermo Eleazar said they will face immediate arrest, unlike in previous weeks 
when some were sent off with a warning. 

The United Nations has raised concern over some countries' repressive measures to implement lockdowns, citing 
the Philippines' "highly militarized response" to contain the coronavirus spread. 

Nationwide, the number of COVID-19 cases rose to 8,488 on Thursday, with 1,043 recoveries and 568 deaths. 

 

Source: ÈÔÔÐÓȡȾȾÃÎÎÐÈÉÌÉÐÐÉÎÅÓȢÃÏÍȾÎÅ×ÓȾάΪάΪȾήȾέΪȾÌÁÂÏÒ-ÄÁÙ-ÐÒÏÔÅÓÔÓ-ÁÍÉÄ-ÃÏÖÉÄ-Ϋγ-
ÑÕÁÒÁÎÔÉÎÅȢÈÔÍÌ 
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