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Facebook posts on Cimatu puts former govõt 

official in hot water  
Published June 27, 2020, 8:09 PM 

The Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) on Saturday assailed the social media posts of a 

former Commission on Filipinos Overseas (CFO) official alleging irregularity in Secretary Roy Cimatuõs recent trip to 

Cebu City. 

 
DENR Secretary Roy Cimatu 

(DENR / MANILA BULLETIN FILE PHOTO) 

òThatõs nothing but fake news,ó DENR Undersecretary and spokesman Benny Antiporda said in reaction to the 

allegations of former CFO chair Imelda Nicolas made on Facebook last June 25. 

Antiporta said the DENR is already studying the possibility of filing a case for cyber libel against Nicolas for 

spreading false information on social media. 

In her Facebook post, Nicolas alleged that ò70 rooms were reserved at Seda Hotel for Cimatuõs team. 

She also pointed out that the cheapest room in the said hotel costs P5,000. òThatõs P300,000 a day. For 1 week, 

thatõs 2.240 m (million),ó she stated in her post. 

òThis is just rooms. Cost of accommodation. You still have to factor in food and transportation,ó Nicolas further 

said. òHow many PPEs (personal protective equipment) and test kits can that buy? How many sacks of rice can that 

buy? Is this how you rid yourself of blame? Is this how you save lives?ó 

Antiporda dismissed Nicolasõ claims as òutterly baseless, unfounded, untrue, and malicious.ó 

òWhat 70 rooms she was talking about? Secretary Cimatu went to Cebu with just one aide,ó Antiporda explained, 

adding that òSecretary Cimatu is a decent man.ó 

òAs a former soldier, he has developed a skill and good judgment in the use of resources. He is known to be 

prudent, not extravagant,ó he said. 

Cimatu was in Cebu City last June 23-25 as part of his task to oversee the governmentõs pandemic response in the 

city. 

Antiporda pointed out that Cimatu would not be sidetracked by such false allegations that are clearly intended to 

undermine the governmentõs efforts to fight the coronavirus disease. 

 

 

Source: https://news.mb.com.ph/2020/06/27/facebook-posts-on-cimatu-puts-former-govt-official -in-hot-

water/?fbclid=IwAR2FCVLRZigPdPBXMzR8mOcJxm2O7Yke1R3aJoL-J49m7ytMcgV4A_3S2nQ 

  

https://news.mb.com.ph/2020/06/27/facebook-posts-on-cimatu-puts-former-govt-official-in-hot-water/?fbclid=IwAR2FCVLRZigPdPBXMzR8mOcJxm2O7Yke1R3aJoL-J49m7ytMcgV4A_3S2nQ
https://news.mb.com.ph/2020/06/27/facebook-posts-on-cimatu-puts-former-govt-official-in-hot-water/?fbclid=IwAR2FCVLRZigPdPBXMzR8mOcJxm2O7Yke1R3aJoL-J49m7ytMcgV4A_3S2nQ
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Opisina ng DENR sa QC, posibleng buksan na sa 
Lunes makaraang i-lockdown ï Usec. Antiporda 

June 28, 2020 @ 4:48 PM  13 hours ago 
 

Manila, Philippines ï Posibleng magbukas na sa Lunes (Hunyo 29, 2020) ang tanggapan 
ng Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) sa Visayas Avenue, 
Quezon City matapos isailalim ito sa lockdown makaraang magpositibo sa COVID-19 
ang dalawang kawani nito. 

Ayon kay Environment Undersecretary Benny Antiporda malamang na magbukas na sa 
Lunes ang tanggapan ng DENR matapos isailalim ito sa lockdown nitong Biyernes, 
Hunyo 26, hanggang Sabado, para bigyang daan ang sanitation at disinfection sa apat 
(4) na gusali ng DENR. 

ñMalamang sa Monday bukas natin óyan,ò ayon sa text message ni Usec. Antiporda. 

Nauna rito magugunitang isinailalim sa lockdown ang tanggapan ng DENR matapos 
magpositibo ang dalawang (2) kawani ng DENR-Environmental Management Bureau 
(EMB) sa COVID-19. 

Sinabi pa sa ulat na naisagawa na rin ang sanitation at disinfection sa buong gusali ng 
DENR nitong Sabado para matiyak ang kaligtasan ng mga kawani ng ahensya. 

Nabatid pa sa ulat na nagsasagawa na ng contact tracing upang malaman ang mga 
nakasalamuha ng 2 empleyado ng ahensya. Santi Celario 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://remate.ph/opisina-ng-denr-sa-qc-posibleng-buksan-na-sa-lunes-makaraang-i-lockdown-usec-

antiporda/?fbclid=IwAR2OVEuckHUMuQ_274-s1_xDdYm-325nQMdd-DLQ7kIq96qS8VP0lbL12EM 

  

https://remate.ph/opisina-ng-denr-sa-qc-posibleng-buksan-na-sa-lunes-makaraang-i-lockdown-usec-antiporda/?fbclid=IwAR2OVEuckHUMuQ_274-s1_xDdYm-325nQMdd-DLQ7kIq96qS8VP0lbL12EM
https://remate.ph/opisina-ng-denr-sa-qc-posibleng-buksan-na-sa-lunes-makaraang-i-lockdown-usec-antiporda/?fbclid=IwAR2OVEuckHUMuQ_274-s1_xDdYm-325nQMdd-DLQ7kIq96qS8VP0lbL12EM


AFP medical team flies to Cebu City to help in 

pandemic response  
Published June 28, 2020, 3:25 PM 
By Martin Sadongdong  

A military medical team from the Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP) flew from Metro Manila to Cebu City 

on Sunday to assist in combatting the coronavirus disease (COVID-19) following the sudden rise in the 

number of infections.  

 
(AFP VIA MARTIN SADONGDONG / MANILA BULLETIN) 

General Felimon Santos Jr., AFP Chief of Staff, said the team, called as òTask Force Central,ó is composed of 

nine doctors, 10 nurses, and 13 medical aides. 

 

The team, led by Major Maria Adesitas Sagario, underwent precautionary swab testing and flu vaccination 

before it  left Villamor Air Base in Pasay City at 8 a.m. via a Philippine Air Force (PAF) C130 transport plane. 

 

òThis pandemic has erased the limits on how Filipinos could help in this fight and we are glad to be part of 

this national effort to control and allevia te the impact of COVID-19 in the country,ó Santos said. 

 

Presidential Peace Adviser Carlito Galvez Jr., chief implementer of the National Task Force (NTF) on COVID-19; 

Environment Secretary Roy Cimatu, who was designated by President Duterte to lead the efforts in Cebu City, 

and Vice Admiral Gaudencio Collado Jr., AFP Vice Chief of Staff, led the sendoff of the troops. 

 

Galvez expressed gratitude to the soldiers for answering the call of duty to help the health workers who are in 

the frontlines against the pandemic in Cebu City. 

 

òWe know this is difficult but your dedication, strength, and bravery will boost the morale of your fellow 

health workers,ó he said. 

 

Meanwhile, Cimatu reminded the team to take care of themselves and perform their duties diligently as 

representatives of the AFP. 

 

For his part, Collado boosted the morale of the troops as he urged them to savor the opportunity of being 

able to serve the country amid the health crisis. 

 

òWe are proud of this team for stepping up in this dangerous but very important mission. This is what it 

means to be a soldier and we know more than anyone that no danger of disease will stop us from 

accomplishing our mission,ó he said. 

 

Cebu City remains under an enhanced community quarantine (ECQ), the strictest quarantine status, until June 

30 following the spike of new inf ections. 

 

As of Saturday, Cebu City has the most number of cases among cities and provinces nationwide with 4,490. 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://news. mb.com.ph/2020/06/28/afp -medical-team-flies-to-cebu-city-to-help-in-
pandemic-response/ 
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AFP nagpadala ng medical team sa Cebu City 
Angel Movido, ABS-CBN News 

Posted at Jun 28 2020 04:29 PM | Updated as of Jun 28 2020 09:22 PM 

 

MAYNILA  (UPDATE) ð Nagpadala ngayong Linggo ang Armed Forces of the Philippines ng medical team para 

tumulong sa pagtugon sa pagtaas ng mga kaso ng coronavirus disease sa Cebu City. 

Ang naturang team ay binubuo ng 9 doktor, 10 nurse, at 13 medical aide, ayon kay National Task Force Against 

COVID-19 chief implementer Carlito Galvez Jr. 

"I believe more or less mga one to 2 months sila [sa Cebu]. Kasi malaki ang kanilang experience when they 

manned WTC (World Trade Center), PICC (Philippine International Convention Center)," ani Galvez, na binanggit 

ang ilan sa mga COVID-19 facilities sa Metro Manila.  

 

"Marunong po sila sa testing, quarantine and treatment and sinusunod talaga nila 'yong protocols," aniya. 

Ayon kay Galvez, kailangan na ng temporary quarantine facilities sa Cebu City dahil halos puno na ang mga ospital 

doon. 

Nag-alok naman si Philippine Red Cross Chairman Richard Gordon ng mga tent para sa mga pasyente at medical 

workers, ani Galvez. 

Magtatayo din umano ang Department of Public Works and Highways ng modular dormitories sa 11 lugar sa Cebu 

para sa medical workers. 

Ayon naman kay Environment Secretary Roy Cimatu, ang namumuno sa COVID-19 response sa Cebu City, 

ipinadala ang military medical team para pataasin ang kumpiyansa ng medical workers sa lungsod. 

"They will also provide leadership. I believe in the leadership of our military doctors to help our personnel there," 

ani Cimatu. 

May team din mula Iloilo na dadating para tulungan ang mga medical team sa Cebu City, sabi ni Cimatu. 

 

 

Source: https://news.abs-cbn.com/news/06/28/20/baguio-bishop-tutol-sa-pagputol-ng-mga-puno-sa-

lungsod?fbclid=IwAR1UfoEu8uwviNRkO9ctrVst14wHVbM871B7mYxh5_JZirnw1ZHjHV2bZiU 

AFP nagpadala ng medical team sa Cebu City 1/2 

https://news.abs-cbn.com/news/06/28/20/baguio-bishop-tutol-sa-pagputol-ng-mga-puno-sa-lungsod?fbclid=IwAR1UfoEu8uwviNRkO9ctrVst14wHVbM871B7mYxh5_JZirnw1ZHjHV2bZiU
https://news.abs-cbn.com/news/06/28/20/baguio-bishop-tutol-sa-pagputol-ng-mga-puno-sa-lungsod?fbclid=IwAR1UfoEu8uwviNRkO9ctrVst14wHVbM871B7mYxh5_JZirnw1ZHjHV2bZiU
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SITIO NA -LOCKDOWN DAHIL SA PAGTITIPON  

Samantala, iniulat ni Cimatu ang isang insidente noong gabi ng Sabado sa Barangay Basak San Nicolas, Cebu City, 

kung saan nagdiwang umano ng pista at nagdaos ng prusisyon ang mga residente kahit naka-enhanced community 

quarantine (ECQ) ang lungsod. 

"I am going there tomorrow and I will summon this barangay captain na hindi in-exercise yung leadership niya," 

ani Cimatu. 

"I was alarmed, nakita sa Facebook 'yong prusisyon. Ipinagbabawal ang mass procession, hindi pwede 

magprusisyon diyan," ani Cimatu. 

Isinailalim na sa calibrated lockdown ang Sitio Alumnus sa barangay dahil sa idinaos na prusisyon. 

Ayon kay Norman Navarro, kagawad sa barangay, hindi nila alam na ganoon ang mangyayari. 

Ang ipinagpaalam lang umano sa barangay ay mga imahen lang ng santo ang iikot ng mga volunteer sa kapilya.  

Pero sa mga retratong kumalat sa social media, makikitang may sayawan pang nangyari sa pagdiriwang ng pista ng 

patron sa barangay. 

Tiniyak din ng Central Visayas police na mananagot ang nagpasimuno ng relihiyosong pagtitipon. 

Sa tala noong Sabado, umabot na sa 5,598 ang kumpirmadong COVID-19 infections sa Cebu City, kung saan 3,116 

ang aktibo, ayon sa regional health office. 

-- May ulat ni Annie Perez, ABS-CBN News 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://news.abs-cbn.com/news/06/28/20/afp-nagpadala-ng-medical-team-sa-cebu-

city?fbclid=IwAR3uohGNkJ1UZ-jWJ8lH-687uRLw5HqExuTNKs-hwDv_SQ_6drhHqQyAgK4 

AFP nagpadala ng medical team sa Cebu City 2/2 

https://news.abs-cbn.com/news/06/28/20/cebu-city-community-holds-religious-festival-despite-ecq-imposition-vs-covid-19
https://news.abs-cbn.com/news/06/28/20/afp-nagpadala-ng-medical-team-sa-cebu-city?fbclid=IwAR3uohGNkJ1UZ-jWJ8lH-687uRLw5HqExuTNKs-hwDv_SQ_6drhHqQyAgK4
https://news.abs-cbn.com/news/06/28/20/afp-nagpadala-ng-medical-team-sa-cebu-city?fbclid=IwAR3uohGNkJ1UZ-jWJ8lH-687uRLw5HqExuTNKs-hwDv_SQ_6drhHqQyAgK4


Military in Cebu City to deter ôpasawayõ, 

enforce ECQ measures 

Published June 28, 2020, 10:59 AM 
By Genalyn Kabiling   

 

The presence of the military in Cebu City will help deter stubborn or òpasawayó people from breaking 

the quarantine protocols imposed to stem the spread of the new coronavirus disease, according to 

Chief Presidential Legal Counsel Salvador Panelo. 

 

 
Presidential Spokesman Salvador Panelo 

(OPS / FILE PHOTO / MANILA BULLETIN) 

 

Panelo has defended the troop deployment in the virus -hit city following concerns raised by Vice 

President Leni Robredo, saying soldiers can aid the policemen in implementing the strict quarantine 

measures and keep the people safe and protected. 

 

òAlam mo yung tangke, inilagay ôyun para sa security ng mga kababayan natin hindi para laban sa 

kanila. Kaya nga sila Army yun ang trabaho nila, to protect the Filipino people (You know, the tanks 

were placed there for the security of the people and not against them. The job of the army is to 

protect the Filipino people),ó he said during his òCounterpointó program last Friday. 

 

òKaya lang naman hinihingi ang tulong ng military para pairalin ôyung mga protocols, para yung mga 

pasaway ay medyo magkaroon naman ng konting takot na huwag na suwayin ang batas kasi para sa 

kaligtasan din naman nila yun (We only asked the help of the military so the protocols can be 

enforced, so the stubborn will have some fear not to disobey the law because it is for their own 

safety),ó he added. 

 

Robredo earlier questioned the presence of military tanks and personnel in Cebu City, saying the 

government ought to adopt a public health approach to address the pandemic instead. She said the 

health emergency cannot be solved by sowing fear among the people. 

 

Panelo explained that the military and police have been deployed to Cebu City not to make life 

difficult for the residents.  

 

He echoed President Duterteõs remarks that cases of infections in Cebu City surged due to the 

complacency of some residents. After 250,000 quarantine passes were cancelled, he noted that the 

distribution of new passes to households will be reduced to curb the outbreak.  

 

 

Source: https://news.mb.com.ph/2020/06/28/afp -medical-team-flies-to-cebu-city-to-help-in-
pandemic-response/ 
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https://news.mb.com.ph/2020/06/28/afp-medical-team-flies-to-cebu-city-to-help-in-pandemic-response/
https://news.mb.com.ph/2020/06/28/afp-medical-team-flies-to-cebu-city-to-help-in-pandemic-response/


  

òHindi dinadala ang mga military at police para pahirapan tayo sa ating paglabas o paglalakabay 

kung hindi para bigyan tayo ng kaligtasan sa pamamagitan ng pagpapairal ng safety protocols (The 

military and the police are not deployed to make it difficult for us to travel outside but to give us 

protection by enforcing the safety protocols ),ó he said. 

 

President Duterte recently sent Environment Secretary Roy Cimatu to Cebu City to oversee the 

governmentõs coronavirus response. He also disclosed plans to visit Cebu City just to remind its 

residents to follow the health protocols, after lamenting they became òtoo confident and too 

complacent.ó 

 

Cebu City has been put back under strict enhanced community quarantine (ECQ) from June 16 to 

June 30 due to the sharp rise in coronavirus cases and high critical care utilization rate. The strict 

lockdown includes home quarantine for all households except for essential activities, suspension of 

public transportation, ban on mass gatherings except for those related to government services or 

humanitarian activities, and limited operations of certain indus tries. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://news.mb.com.ph/2020/06/28/military -in-cebu-city-to-deter-pasaway-enforce-ecq-
measures/ 
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https://news.mb.com.ph/2020/06/28/military-in-cebu-city-to-deter-pasaway-enforce-ecq-measures/


 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

June 29, 2020 

 
TITLE : 

PAGE 1/ 

342!4%')#  

#/--5.)#!4)/.  

).)4)!4)6%3  

3%26)#% 

EDITORIAL 

PAGE

BANNER 

STORY 

PAGE 1 

STORY 

UPPER  

LOWER  

CARTOON 

DATE 

Eleazar: Deployment of more cops raises 

Cebu City citizens' compliance 
.M:DAK@=< (MF= ҐҖӅ ҐҎҐҎ ҔӆґҔHE 

 Q (-4'* ," 0'2 Ӆ %+ ,=OK 

Joint Task Force COVID-19 Shield chief Police Lieutenant General Guillermo Eleazar said 

Sunday that the deployment of additional cops and members of Special Action Force has made 

the residents of Cebu City more compliant with health protocols. 

Interviewed on Dobol B sa News TV on Sunday, Eleazar said that he and other police officials 

conducted an inspection in Cebu City, which is currently under enhanced community 

quarantine (ECQ). 

Through our ground and ocular inspection, nakita po namin 'yung significant improvement 

<GGF K9 ;GEHDA9F;= F? 9LAF? E?9 C9:9:9Q9F <GGF K9 E?9 HJGLG;GD F9LAF MF<=J #!/ӅӒ @= K9A<ӄ 

According to him, they observed better compliance during the inspection mainly because of 

the interventions put in place by Environment Secretary Roy Cimatu, who was designated to 

supervise the city. 

ӑ+=9FAF?Ӆ <9@AD HGK 9 C9FAD9F? E?9 AFL=JN=FLAGF F9 ?AF9O9 9L H9LA F9 JAF HG K9 H9?H9H9<9D9

natin ng ating troops to augment the Police R=?AGF9D ->>A;= ҕӅ ?9DAF? .0- Ҕ 9F< ҖӅ 9L ӏQMF?

1 $ӅӒ @= 9<<=<ӄ 

Eleazar, who is also the PNP Deputy Chief for Operations of the Philippine National Police, said 

the full deployment of SAF was set on Sunday. 

He clarified that the augmentation of more troops is not "militarization" but simply for 

maintenance of "police visibility." 

ӑ&AF<A HG EADAL9JAR9LAGF F9 KAF9K9:A F? AAD9F-ilan. This is just plain police visibility. Itong paged-

<=HDGQ F9LAF F? 1 $ AK LJA=< 9F< L=KL=< >GJEMD9 F9 F9?AMF? =H=CLA:GӈӒ @= K9A<ӄ 

Cebu City has reported more than 4,700 COVID-19 cases with over 2,000 remaining active. Due 

to the increasing cases, the government deployed more troops to support the enforcement of 

community quarantine measures. ӜLBG, GMA News 

 

Source: https://www.gmanetwork.com/news/news/regions/744547/eleazar-deployment-of-more-cops-raises-

cebu-city-citizens-

compliance/story/?fbclid=IwAR2AmmSGJEOZAfJOf0JOz5tK0zamw69JmK9qUfEd7G6n3bPioghQqY7pEG

Q 

  

https://www.gmanetwork.com/news/news/regions/744547/eleazar-deployment-of-more-cops-raises-cebu-city-citizens-compliance/story/?fbclid=IwAR2AmmSGJEOZAfJOf0JOz5tK0zamw69JmK9qUfEd7G6n3bPioghQqY7pEGQ
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https://www.gmanetwork.com/news/news/regions/744547/eleazar-deployment-of-more-cops-raises-cebu-city-citizens-compliance/story/?fbclid=IwAR2AmmSGJEOZAfJOf0JOz5tK0zamw69JmK9qUfEd7G6n3bPioghQqY7pEGQ
https://www.gmanetwork.com/news/news/regions/744547/eleazar-deployment-of-more-cops-raises-cebu-city-citizens-compliance/story/?fbclid=IwAR2AmmSGJEOZAfJOf0JOz5tK0zamw69JmK9qUfEd7G6n3bPioghQqY7pEGQ
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cebu-city-citizens-

compliance/story/?fbclid=IwAR2AmmSGJEOZAfJOf0JOz5tK0zamw69JmK9qUfEd7G6n3bPioghQqY7pEG

Q 

Tambalang Cimatu-Eleazar masusubok sa Cebu 1/2 
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Bubbles 
posted June 29, 2020 at 12:50 am 

by Lito Banayo 

"The bubble concept is indeed workable, but will remain 
a bubble for as long as the countryôs health management 
is deemed unacceptable." 

 
Australia and New Zealand will be exchanging flights to and from their countries in order to re-charge their tourism 
sector. The concept is to create a travel ñbubbleò for two countries which did well, and in the case of NZ, 
exceedingly well, in managing the ill effects of the coronavirus pandemic. 

 
Taiwan for its part will begin welcoming citizens coming in for mainly business purposes, as well as students 
enrolled in their universities. The countries in the first tier, which are considered ñlow-riskò because they managed 
their COVID-19 responses pretty well are: Vietnam, Hong Kong, Macau, Thailand, Australia, New Zealand, Brunei, 
Fiji, Mongolia and Bhutan. 
 
Citizens from these countries coming to Taiwan will only be required four-day self-quarantine after health checks at 
the airport. In time, even these would be ruled out as the pandemic remains controlled in the island. 

 
* * * 
Our tourism secretary announced last week the possibility of creating a similar travel bubble between some island 
destinations in the Philippines, such as Bohol, Boracay and possibly some parts of Palawan. The incidence of 
COVID contagion in these islands have been few and far between. Bohol has a new Panglao International Airport 
and so does Boracay, both from Caticlan and Kalibo, capable of accepting charter flights. 

 
The bubble concept is indeed workable, but will remain a bubble for as long as the countryôs health management is 
deemed unacceptable, not only by governments elsewhere in the world, but by their citizens as well who keep tab 
of the numbers that keep rising. 
 
* * * 
In Taiwan however, domestic tourism has considerably perked up. And I have seen more and more people, 
especially the young, do away with the ubiquitous utilization of face masks wherever they go. 

 
Last Thursday, the beginning of the four-day Dragon Boat holiday in celebration of the change of seasons from 
spring to summer, I went to Ruifang in New Taipei City, where we went up to a relatively low but steep 100 meter 
climb, through some 5 kilometers to reach a peak from whence one gets a majestic view of the Pacific Ocean. 

 
Domestic tourism seems to have been re-energized. Even the remote Green Island in Taitung received thousands 
of visitors that kept dozens of ferries busy the whole long week-end. 

 
Ruifang in New Taipei City is just less than a leisurely 40-minute drive from downtown Taipei City, where one could 
climb its low but very well-maintained mountains, and swim and snorkel in the clear waters of the currently calm 
sea. And later gorge on excellent locally-produced seafood, such as lobsters, crabs, abalone and groupers. At very 
affordable prices, I might add. 

 
* * * 
The key to the workability of the travel bubbles, as well as enhancing domestic tourism is safety and security, 
especially peace of mind on questions of health. So Sec. Bernaôs hopes are really a function of how long it will take 
the country to reverse the current trends of health mismanagement. 

 
One is relieved to know that Sec. Cimatu has been charged to take over the pandemic management in Cebu City 
as earlier requested by the Office of the Presidential Assistant for the Visayas from the President, who is himself 
considered a Cebuano, his father having been a Mindanao migrant from Danao. 
 
Now it has been discovered that regional health officials based in Cebu City were ñmanagingò reports on the 
number of Covid infections in their public hospitals, creating an earlier atmosphere of false complacency. 
 

 

Source: https://manilastandard.net/mobile/article/327263 
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Now the ñbubbleò has burst, and Cimatu comes to the rescue. Still, the toxic nature of Cebu politics has reared its 
ugly head once more, indulging in fake news and recriminatory accusations against both local and national 
government officials. Even Sec. Cimatu, an Ilocano with frugal habits, has been falsely accused of having taken 40 
rooms at the Seda Hotel in Lahug, when all he brought with him was an assistant. 

 
Slay the toxicity, Cebuanos, and just follow the quarantine rules strictly. 

 
* * * 
Here in Taiwan, a returning Japanese student who was asymptomatic but upon testing was found to be positive for 
the virus last June 22 raised quite a furor. But within the next three days, government traced 123 persons with 
whom the student interacted upon his arrival, from airport to eateries. Fortunately, all 123 tested negative, thanks 
to face masks and other precautionary measures ingrained as habit in the population. By June 26, all fears were 
laid to rest. 

 
Just one case added to 446, since the virus spread out in January in this supposedly ñluckyò Year of the Rat. 

 
* * * 
And as we write this article on a hot Sunday morning here in Taipei, we read about the departure to a ñsaferò 
beyond of three persons, to whose families we would like to extend our profound condolences. 

 
To Sen. Bong and Mayor Lani, on the demise of their father, Ramon Sr., after a long and lingering illness; 

 
To Maôam Nancy and the children and grandchildren of our good Cebuano friend Congressman Tony Cuenco, who 
was once Presidential Assistant on Political Affairs, and thus a predecessor in office; 

 
And finally, to my immediate predecessor as Chairman of the Manila Economic and Cultural Office, Congressman 
Amadito Perez Jr. of Urdaneta City in Pangasinan. 

 
Their departure from earthly life, days after Ambassador Danding, sends intimations of mortality upon us all. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Source: https://manilastandard.net/mobile/article/327260 
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CENRO Nagtipunan donates P99,000 worth 

of common hard lumber, food packs 
By Thelma C. BicarmePublished on June 28, 2020 

 
CENRO Nagtipunan 

 

NAGTIPUNAN, Quirino, June 28 (PIA)ñThe Community Environment and natural Resources (CENRO) 

here reported that a total of Php 99,480.00 common hard lumber and food packs had been donated 

for the construction of COVID-19 isolation units and as assistance for the frontliners manning the 

inter-agency checkpoints. 

Reporting to the media practitioners during the press briefing via zoom this morning, CENR Officer 

Taripato Sagun said some 48 pieces of Common Hard Lumber  with a total of  1,012 bdft/2.38cu.m 

amounting to P37,444.00  were donated to Maddela District Hospital for construction of Covid -19 

isolation room last month.  

òWe again donated 81 pieces Common Hardwood Lumber  with a volume of 1,481.67 or  bd.ft./3.49 

cu.m. and worth of Php 54,821.00 to MDH for the construction of additional isolation rooms,ó Sagun 

said. 

Furthermore, CENRO Nagtipunan donated 23 pieces CHL with a total volume of 325 bdft/0.76 cubic 

meter  to Delta company, 86IB, 5ID Philippine Army stationed at Masaya Sur, San Agustin, Isabela 

and in Maddela. 

Aside from these, Sagun also said they distributed some food packs to  the frontliners manning the 

checkpoints at Villa Norte, Abbag,  Divisoria Norte in maddela;  Dipantan Checkpoint in Nagtipunan 

and Maddela District Hospital in Diduyon.  

Sagun said this is part of their efforts to help sustain the COVID-free status of the province and in 

compliance  to Republic Act 11469 òBayanihan to Heal as One Act.ó (MDCT/TCB/PIA 2-Quirino) 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://pia.gov.ph/news/articles/1046042 
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Paths to green economic recovery 
posted June 29, 2020 at 12:40 am 

by Orlando Oxales 

"Let us not repeat the mistakes that have led us to this 
planetary mess." 
 
We are facing the most difficult challenge to humanity that many sage observers say has never been 
seen in modern history. As of this writing, World Health Organization COVID-19 data reports 
confirmed cases about to breach 9.6 million and deaths approaching 500 thousand worldwide. 
 

This is a global crisis that is now teaching its inhabitants that tipping the fragile balance of human 
and environmental health will have catastrophic consequences. The symbiosis of our health, the 
environment, and economic security is no longer a quixotic cause of tree-hugging fanatics but a 
reality essential to our existence. 
 

As the country starts to make tentative steps to restart economic activities, alarming spikes in new 
cases further feed the anxiety of the people who must now venture out of their quarantine domiciles 
and adjust to the myriad of safety protocols to shield themselves from the deadly Wuhan virus. 
 

We must move forward and get the economy going. But we must first accept that this global crisis is 
the consequence of our civilizationôs committed or omitted mistakes, always biased to feed our 
insatiable need to have more of everything in the name of development. 
 
In the latest online forum hosted by Stratbase ADR Institute and Philippine Business for 
Environmental Stewardship (PBEST), over 200 stakeholders from government, civil society, 
academe and the private sector were in consensus in seriously pursuing paths towards a ñGreen 
Economic Recoveryò in the context of environmental stewardship. 
 

The instituteôs President, Prof. Dindo Manhit in his opening remarks said, ñWe must push for a more 
circular economy, one wherein we all efficiently manage our solid wastes as well as our mineral and 
forest resources. After all, we will have to revisit policies on underutilized industries such as the 
mining industry in order to stop the countryôs economic hemorrhaging. However, we must only 
proceed if we uphold the responsible and sustainable practices under an environmental 
stewardship-centered economic agenda.ò 
 
Rep. Elpidio F. Barzaga, Jr., Chairperson of the Committee on Natural Resources of the House of 
Representatives underscored the need for the government to act and look for solutions to the 
internet connection in the country, as it is has become indispensable technology and a key 
component in our post pandemic economy. He further highlighted the need to expand and upgrade 
the countryôs digital infrastructure as it will be necessary for government, as well as corporate 
transactions. 
 

Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) Undersecretary for Policy, Planning, 
and International Affairs, Juan Miguel Cuna will push the National Greening Program, where 16,000 
families will benefit from the seedling production, plantation maintenance and protection. The 
department is also fast tracking the assessment of large-scale mining operations, to determine if 
they are compliant to resume operations to provide employment and revenue to the national 
government and host communities. Minahang Bayan for small scale miners will be allowed to 
operate legally in different provinces under strict monitoring to ensure their extractive activities 
comply with environmental regulations. Multi-stakeholder approaches to revive tourism, build 
treatment storage and disposal facilities, strengthen water security and the implementation of wildlife 
handling protocols are among the DENRôs flagship programs to support the governmentôs financial 
and social reconstruction in the wake of the pandemic. 
 
 
 
 

Source: https://manilastandard.net/mobile/article/327263 
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DENR Undersecretary for Climate Change Analiza Teh recommended policies that would contribute 
to achieving economic and climate goals, clean physical infrastructure investment, building efficiency 
with long overdue renovations and retrofits, investment in education and training, natural capital 
investment for ecosystem resilience and regeneration, and clean Research and Development 
investments. 
 
Usec. Teh pointed out that dealing with the long-term climate emergency will not come from shutting 
down the economy, rather, it will come from structuring systems enabling people to live in a low 
carbon way, such as investing in sustainable infrastructure to ensure long term impacts and 
sustainability. She further underscored the need for private sectorôs support, more policy reforms, 
and called for a shift in cultural behavior in how people treat the environment. 
 

Mr. Ludwig Federigan, Executive Director of the Young Environmental Forum and Stratbase ADRi 
Non-Resident Fellow called for an aggressive push for a ógreenô recovery plan that sets the economy 
on a pathway towards a low-carbon development that focuses on: (1) healthcare investments in 
national laboratory system, real-time surveillance, workforce development, preparedness, 
emergency response operations, risk communication, and national legislation, policy and financing; 
(2) strengthening our disaster preparedness; (3) allotting more funding for clean research and 
development spending; and (4) clean/renewable energy infrastructure investments. 
 

I highly recommend that you check out the entire recording posted at the PBEST Facebook page to 
appreciate the enlightening discussions of the other speakers, reactors, and participants. 
 

Let us not repeat the mistakes that have led us to this planetary mess. It must not be business as 
usual. 
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Real estate firm wields tree-cutting permit 
 

Published 1 day ago on June 28, 2020 03:30 AM 
By Aldwin Quitasol 

 
VISTA Land says it has also turned over 5,400 seedlings of Benguet pine to the DENR. 

BAGUIO CITY ð A real estate firm stressed that the proper clearances were granted to them before 
the company undertook the cutting of more than 50 trees in a private property for a future 
development project in Baguio City. 

Vista Residences Inc., which is developing a private property in Barangay Outlook Drive into a multi-
level condominium, said it was granted a Special Private Land Timber Permit on 18 June by the 
Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR). 

ñTo reiterate, the cutting of the pine trees is covered by a permit duly issued by the DENR and was 
undertaken in full compliance with all relevant rules and regulations,ò Vista Land said in a statement. 

In addition to the permit, Vista Land also turned over 5,400 seedlings of Benguet pine to the DENR 
local units and pledged an additional 5,400 seedlings more during a dialogue with Baguio City Mayor 
Benjamin Magalong on 25 June in replacement of the felled trees. 

Incidentally, the meeting with the mayor coincided with the countryôs observance of Arbor Day, or a 
day of tribute to trees. 

Magalong earlier expressed disappointment over the tree-cutting activity, which took place amidst 
his administrationôs efforts in passing the moratorium on tree-cutting and building of commercial 
establishments. 

An online signature campaign addressed to Magalong was launched by environmental activists led 
by tree expert Dr. Michael Bengwayan to halt the firmôs cutting of the 54 trees, 53 of which are 
Benguet pine and one Norfolk fir, in the property despite having a DENR permit. 

The petition proponent called for efforts to prevent the further ñmassacreò of trees in the city and 
noted treesô benefits to the environment and human oxygen needs. 

ñWhile we plant and teach the young of intergenerational responsibility, some cut, even our 
government agencies. Their acts, when seen by the youth, confuses the children. Some are made to 
think that tree-cutting is okay. Is that what our government wants?ò Bengwayan lamented. 

Bengwayan was also behind the protest of the cutting of trees to make way for the expansion of a 
large mall in the city. 

 

Source: https://tribune.net.ph/index.php/2020/06/28/real-estate-firm-wields-tree-cutting-permit/ 
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Baguio bishop tutol sa pagputol ng mga puno sa 
lungsod 
ABS-CBN News 

Posted at Jun 28 2020 01:09 PM 

 
Pinuputol ang mga puno sa Outlook Drive, Baguio City para bigyang-daan ang pagpapatayo ng gusali ng Vista 

Residences. Retrato mula kay Jaja Marquez 

Nagpahayag ng pagtutol nitong Sabado ang Diocese of Baguio sa anila'y patuloy na pagpatay sa mga puno sa 

lungsod kasunod ng naiulat na pagputol sa 54 na puno sa Outlook Drive para bigyang-daan ang pagtatayo ng gusali 

ng isang real estate developer. 

"The Diocese of Baguio strongly opposes and considers as unacceptable the continuing mass killing of full grown 

and healthy trees," sabi ni Baguio Bishop Victor Bendico sa isang pahayag. 

Ayon kay Bendico, ang pagputol sa mga buno ay labag sa doktrina ng Simbahang Katoliko ukol sa pangangalaga 

sa kalikasan. 

May kapangyarihan naman ang tao na maisalba ang kalikasan kung ito ay kaniyang nanaisin, sabi ng obispo. 

Ang pagputol sa mga puno sa Outlook Drive ay pagbabalewala rin sa mga ginawa ni Bishop Emeritus Carlito 

Cenzon, isang religious leader na lumaban para mapangalagaan ang mga pine tree ng Baguio. 

Ayon kay Bendico, suportado nila ang ibang mga ikinakasang petisyon laban sa pamumutol ng mga puno. 

Suportado rin ng Diocese of Baguio ang isinusulong na moratorium ni Mayor Benjamin Magalong sa pamumutol 

ng mga puno. 

Noong Hunyo 24, nag-post sa social media ang residenteng si Jaja Marquez ng mga video at retrato ng mga punong 

pinutol sa Outlook Drive, na tatayuan ng gusali ng Vista Residences. 

Nauna nang sinabi ng Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) na dumaan sa tama at mahigpit 

na proseso ang pagkuha ng mga dokumento ng kompanya. 

Hindi masabi ng DENR kung naputol na ang lahat ng 54 na puno. 

Ipinag-utos naman ni Magalong na gawing 200 puno sa halip na 100 ang ipapalit sa kada isang pinutol. 

Sinubukan ng ABS-CBN News na humingi ng pahayag sa Vista Residences sa pamamagitan ni Engr. Ferdinand 

Salcedo, pero hindi pa ito sumasagot hanggang sa paglalathala ng ulat na ito. 

Ang Vista Residences ay condominium development arm ng property developer na Vista Land, kung saan si dating 

Sen. Manny Villar ang Chairman of the Board. -- Ulat ni Maira Wallis, ABS -CBN News 

 

Source: https://news.abs-cbn.com/news/06/28/20/baguio-bishop-tutol-sa-pagputol-ng-mga-puno-sa-

lungsod?fbclid=IwAR1UfoEu8uwviNRkO9ctrVst14wHVbM871B7mYxh5_JZirnw1ZHjHV2bZiU 
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