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14 June 2020 

Date 

/ƛƳŀǘǳ ΨƻǳǘǊŀƎŜŘΩ ōȅ ǳƴƭŀǿŦǳƭ ŀǊǊŜǎǘ ƻŦ ŜƛƎƘǘ 
DENR employees in Puerto Princesa 
Updated June 13, 2020, 2:00 PM 
By Ellalyn De Vera-Ruiz 
https://news.mb.com.ph/2020/06/13/cimatu-outraged-by-unlawful-arrest-of-eight-denr-employees-in-puerto-
princesa/ 

 

Environment and Natural Resources Secretary Roȅ /ƛƳŀǘǳ ǿŀǎ άƻǳǘǊŀƎŜŘέ ōȅ 

the unlawful arrest and detention of eight employees of the Department of 

Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) and two others while they were 

doing field work at Barangay Iwahig in Puerto Princesa City last June 10. 

 

 
Environment Secretary Roy Cimatu 

(DOT / MANILA BULLETIN FILE PHOTO) 
 

άLǘ ƛǎ ǘƻǘŀƭƭȅ ǳƴŀŎŎŜǇǘŀōƭŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ ŜƴŦƻǊŎŜǊǎ ǿƘƻ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ 

to perform their duties despite the COVID-19 pandemic have to suffer 

violence at the hands of the police, who should be assisting them in their 

ƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴǎΣέ /ƛƳŀǘǳ ǎŀƛŘΦ 

He has called for the swift resolution of the case involving the illegal arrest 

and police brutality suffered by its team at the hands of Puerto Princesa City 

Police Director Col. Marion Balonglong. 

Cimatu, however, believes it was just an isolated case and would not affect 

the partnership between the DENR and the Philippine National Police (PNP) 

in enforcing environmental laws. 
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14 June 2020 

Date 

/ƛƳŀǘǳ ΨƻǳǘǊŀƎŜŘΩ ōȅ ǳƴƭŀǿŦǳƭ ŀǊǊŜǎǘ ƻŦ ŜƛƎƘǘ 
DENR employees in Puerto Princesa 
 

ά!ǎ ƳǳŎƘ ŀǎ LΩƳ ŦǳǊƛƻǳǎ ŀǘ ǿƘŀǘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴŜŘ ǘƻ Ƴȅ ƳŜƴΣ L ƘƻǇŜ ǘƘƛǎ ƛƴŎƛŘŜƴǘ 

ǿƻƴΩǘ ŀŦŦŜŎǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǊŘƛŀƭ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƭƭŀōƻǊŀǘƛǾŜ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊǎƘƛǇ ǘƘŜ 59bw 

has with the Pbt ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƛƎƘǘ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ ŎǊƛƳŜΣέ ƘŜ ǎŀƛŘΦ 

The DENR chief also said he has already brought the matter to Interior and 

Local Government Secretary Eduardo Año, who has supervisory authority 

over the PNP. 

According to reports reaching the DENR Central Office in Quezon City, the 

DENR workersτǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛǾŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ Ŏƛǘȅ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ 

Bantay Bakawan and a barangay watchmanτwere conducting an 

investigation on the illegal occupation and massive mangrove cutting at Sitio 

Bucana when they were intercepted by Balonglong and his men. 

The DENR employees, who are assigned at the Community Environment and 

Natural Resources Office in Puerto Princesa City, consisted of three foresters, 

four forest rangers and one forest protection officer. 

At firsǘΣ ǘƘŜ 59bw ǘŜŀƳ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ .ŀƭƻƴƎƭƻƴƎΩǎ ƎǊƻǳǇ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǇƻƭƛŎŜ ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ 

they requested to assist them in their operation until they were suddenly 

subjected to full body search and told to lie down on the ground. 

Balonglong allegedly kicked and punched at gunpoint one of the forest 

rangers, Roldan Alvarez, whom he accused of stealing galvanized iron sheets. 

After the body search, they were supposedly ordered to board a police 

service vehicle which brought them to a vacant lot where they were again 

asked about their purpose of going to the mangrove site. 

They were later brought to the police station in Barangay San Pedro where 

Community Environment and Natural Resources Officer Felizardo Cayatoc, 

who approved of the DENR operation, asked for their release. 

Balonglong allegedly ordered their release after Cayatoc agreed to sign a 

document stating that the DENR personnel were in good mental and physical 

condition when they were turned over to him. 
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14 June 2020 

Date 

Following mauling incident of DENR employees 
Puerto Princesa police chief sacked 
It was then when Balonglong allegedly kicked, punched and pointed a gun towards one of the forest rangers, 

identified as Roldan Alvarez, whom he accused of stealing galvanized iron sheets. 
June 14, 2020 01:40 AM  
By Kristina Maralit  
https://tribune.net.ph/index.php/2020/06/14/following-mauling-incident-of-denr-employees-puerto-princesa-police-chief-
sacked/ 

 

 
Philippine National Police (PNP) Chief PGen. Archie Gamboa on Saturday ordered the administrative relief of Puerto 
Princesa City Police director PCol. Marion Balonglong over his alleged involvement in the illegal arrest and mauling of 

Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) personnel last week. 

 

GŀƳōƻŀΩǎ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƛǾŜ ǘƻ ƛƳƳŜŘƛŀǘŜƭȅ ǊŜƭƛŜǾŜ .ŀƭƻƴƎƭƻƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ Ƙƛǎ Ǉƻǎǘ ǿŀǎ ŎƻǳǊǎŜŘ 

through PBGen. Nicerio Obaob, PRO-MIMAROPA regional director, who gave assurance 

that all allegations against Balonglong will be thoroughly investigated based on evidence 

and verified accounts of witnesses. 

ά¢ƘŜ ŀƭƭŜƎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ .ŀƭƻƴƎƭƻƴƎ ŀǊŜ ǎŜǊƛƻǳǎ ŀƴŘ Ƙƛǎ ǊŜƭƛŜŦ ƛǎ ŀƴ ŀŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǘƛǾŜ ŀŎǘƛƻƴ 

ǘƻ ǇǊŜŎƭǳŘŜ ŀƴȅ Ǉƻǎǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǳƴŘǳŜ ƛƴŦƭǳŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƻƴƎƻƛƴƎ ƛƴǾŜǎǘƛƎŀǘƛƻƴΣέ DŀƳōƻŀ 

said in his statement. 

Reports reaching the DENR headquarters in Quezon City stated the Community 

Environment and Natural Resources Office (CENRO) personnel, along with a 

ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛǾŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ Ŏƛǘȅ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ .ŀƴǘŀȅ .ŀƪŀǿŀƴ ŀƴŘ ŀ ōŀǊŀƴƎŀȅ ǿŀǘŎƘƳŀƴΣ 

were in the middle of conducting an investigation on the reported illegal occupation of 

land and cutting of mangrove trees in Sitio Bucana, Barangay Iwahig on 10 June when 

they were accosted by Balolong and his subordinates. 

¢ƘŜ ƎǊƻǳǇ ƛƴƛǘƛŀƭƭȅ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ .ŀƭƻƴƎƭƻƴƎΩǎ ƎǊƻǳǇ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǇƻƭƛŎŜ ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ ǘƘŜȅ ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘŜŘ to 

assist them in the operation, but were caught off guard when they were subjected to a 

full body search and ordered to lie face down on the ground. 
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Date 

Following mauling incident of DENR employees 
Puerto Princesa police chief sacked 
 

It was then when Balonglong allegedly kicked, punched and pointed a gun towards one 

of the forest rangers, identified as Roldan Alvarez, whom he accused of stealing 

galvanized iron sheets. 

They were brought to the police station and released only after CENRO Officer Felizardo 

Cayatoc, who directed the DENR operation, was coerced into signing a document stating 

that those arrested were in good physical and mental condition upon their release. 

!ƭǾŀǊŜȊΣ ǿƘƻ ǎǳǎǘŀƛƴŜŘ ǿƻǳƴŘǎ ŀƴŘ ōǊǳƛǎŜǎ ŘǳŜ ǘƻ .ŀƭƻƴƎƭƻƴƎΩǎ ōŜŀǘƛƴƎΣ ǿŜƴǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 

National Bureau of Investigation (NBI) in Palawan to report the mauling. 

DENR Secretary Frank Cimatu condemned the incident but said that it was an isolated 

case and that it should not affect the relationship between the DENR and the PNP. 
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14 June 2020 

Date 

Gamboa orders Puerto Princesa police 
chief relieved 
Published June 13, 2020 3:17pm 
https://www.gmanetwork.com/news/news/regions/742496/gamboa-orders-puerto-princesa-police-chief-
relieved/story/ 
 

Philippine National Police chief Police General Archie Francisco Gamboa has 

ordered the administrative relief of the city director of Puerto Princesa City 

Police Office over the officer's alleged involvement in a maltreatment 

incident of Environment personnel and barangay officials. 

A news release from the PNP national headquarters identified the official as 

Police Colonel Marion Balonglong. 

ά¢ƘŜ ŀƭƭŜƎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ .ŀƭƻƴƎƭƻƴƎ ŀǊŜ ǎŜǊƛƻǳǎ ŀƴŘ Ƙƛǎ ǊŜƭƛŜŦ ƛǎ ŀƴ 

administrative action to preclude any possibility of undue influence in the 

ongoƛƴƎ ƛƴǾŜǎǘƛƎŀǘƛƻƴΣέ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿǎ ǊŜƭŜŀǎŜ ǉǳƻǘŜŘ DŀƳōƻŀϥǎ ǿǊƛǘǘŜƴ 

instructions on Balonglong. 

PNP's information office said Gamboa's instructions were transmitted to 

PRO-MIMAROPA Regional Director, Police Brigadier General Nicerio Obaob, 

saying the relief order should immediately take effect. 

Obaob assured the PNP chief that all allegations against Balonglong will be 

thoroughly investigated based on evidence and verified accounts of 

witnesses. 

A report on a local news daily indicated that on June 10, Balonglong arrested 

some personnel of the Department of Environment of Natural Resources, 

and two barangay officials investigating the mangrove logging operations in 

Barangay Matahimik-Bucana. 

According to the report, Balonglong, at gunpoint, ordered the  victims to lie 

face down on the ground, and kicked them before having them arrested. τ

LBG, GMA News 
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14 June 2020 

Date 

Hepe ng Puerto Princesa police na pinaaresto ang 
mga empleyado ng DENR, balak kasuhan 
Diana Lat, ABS-CBN News 
Posted at Jun 13 2020 11:37 PM | Updated as of Jun 14 2020 02:14 AM 
https://news.abs-cbn.com/news/06/13/20/hepe-ng-puerto-princesa-police-na-pinaaresto-ang-mga-empleyado-
ng-denr-balak-kasuhan 

 

PUERTO PRINCESA CITYτMaluha-luhang ikinuwento ng barangay tanod na si Steve 

Ferrer kung paano sila pinadapa at tinakot ng hepe ng Puerto Princesa City PNP 

Miyerkoles ng umaga. 

Patapos na ang kanilang grupo sa ginawang assessment ng mga bakawan na pinasok ng 

informal settlers sa Sitio Bucana, Barangay Matahimik, nang dumating si Police Col. 

Marion Balonglong, kasama ang ilang mga pulis. 

YǳǿŜƴǘƻ ƴƛ CŜǊǊŜǊΥ ά.ǳƳŀōŀ ǎƛȅŀ ǎŀ ǇŀǘǊƻƭ ŎŀǊΣ ǎǳƳŀƭǳŘƻ Ǉŀ ŀƪƻΣ ΨDƻƻŘ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎΣ ǎƛǊΦΩ 

{ŀōƛ ƴƛȅŀΣ Ψ5ŀǇŀΣ ŘŀǇŀΗϥΦ {ŀōŀȅ ǘǳǘƻƪ ƴƎ ƪŀƴƛȅŀƴƎ armas. Dumapa kami. Habang 

nakadapa kami, may hinahanap siyang pangalang (Roldan) Alvarez. Sinugod niya si 

!ƭǾŀǊŜȊΦ bǳΩƴƎ ώƴŀƘŀƴŀǇϐ ƴƛȅŀ ǎƛ !ƭǾŀǊŜȊΣ ƪǳƴƎ ŀƴƻ ŀƴƻƴƎ ƳƎŀ tΦLΦ ƴƛȅŀ ƴŀ Φ Φ Φ ōŀǎǘŀ Ǉƛƴƛ-i 

ǎƛȅŀΦ ΨaŀƎƴŀƴŀƪŀǿ ƪŀΗ {ŀŀƴ Ƴƻ Řƛƴŀƭŀ ΩȅǳƴƎ ȅŜǊƻ ƪƻΚ IƛƴŘƛ Ƴƻ ōŀ ŀƭŀƳ ƪǳƴƎ ƛƭŀƴ ΩȅǳƴΚΩ 

έ 

aŀǘŀǇƻǎ ŀƴƎ ƴŀǎŀ ǳƳŀƴƻΩȅ ǇƛǘƻƴƎ ƳƛƴǳǘƻƴƎ ǇŀƎǇŀǇŀŘŀǇŀ ǎŀ ƪŀƴƛƭŀ ŀȅ ƴƛƭƛǇŀǘ ǎƛƭŀ ǎŀ 

nilinis na lote na inaangkin umano ni Balonglong. 

Dito umano nagpatuloy ang pananakit ng dating hepe sa isang tauhan ng DENR-

Community Environment and Natural Resources (CENRO). 

ά{ŀ ƛǎƛǇ-ƛǎƛǇ ƪƻ ƪǳƴƎ ƪŀƳƛΣ Řƻƻƴ ƪŀƳƛ ŘƛƴŀǘƴŀƴΣ ǳōƻǎ ƪŀƳƛ ƭŀƘŀǘΦ Ω¸ǳƴ ƴŀ ǘŀƭŀƎŀ ǎŀ ŀƪƛƴƎ 

ƛǎƛǇ ƴŀ ƴǳΩƴƎ ƴŀƪŀǊŀǘƛƴƎ ƪŀƳƛ ǎŀ ŀǊŜŀ ƴƛȅŀ ŀǘ ǿŀƭŀƴƎ ǘŀƻ ŘƻƻƴΣέ ŀƴƛ CŜǊǊŜǊΦ 

Naka-full battle gear pa si Balonglong, dagdag ng tanod. 

άtŀƎŘŀǘƛƴƎ ŘƻƻƴΣ ƛǘƻƴƎ ǎƛ wƻƭŘŀƴ !ƭǾŀǊŜȊ ǇƛƴŀƭǳƘƻŘ ƴƛȅŀ ŘƻƻƴΦ {ŀōƛ ƴƛȅŀΣ Ψ[ŀƎŀȅ Ƴƻ ƴƎŀ 

ƪŀƳŀȅ Ƴƻ ǎŀ ōŀǘƻƪΦΩ bŀƪŀƭǳƘƻŘΦ bŀƎƘŀƴŀǇ ǎƛȅŀ ƴƎ ǇƻǎŀǎΣ ǇƛƴŀǇƻǇƻǎŀǎŀƴΦ {ŀōƛ ƴƛȅŀΣ 

Ψaŀȅ ƛǘŀǘŀƴƻƴƎ ŀƪƻ ǎŀ ΩȅƻΣ ƛǎŀƴƎ ƳŀƭƛΣ ƛǎŀƴƎ ǎƛǇŀ ƻ ǘŀŘȅŀƪΩΣέ ƪǳǿŜƴǘƻ ƴƛ CŜǊǊŜǊΦ 

άbŀƪŀilang sipa na siya agad. Tapos ginaganoon-Ǝŀƴƻƻƴ όŘƛƴǳŘǳǊƻύΦ Ψ{ƛƴƻ ōŀΩƴƎ 

pinagyayabang mo? Sabi mo sa akin walang pulis-Ǉǳƭƛǎ ǎŀ ƛȅƻΗΩ ¢ŀǇƻǎ tΦLΦ ƴŀ ƴŀƳŀƴΦ {ŀōƛ 

ƴƛȅŀ όƴƛ !ƭǾŀǊŜȊύΣ Ψ{ƛǊΣ ǿŀƭŀ ŀƪƻƴƎ ŀƭŀƳ ǎŀ ǎƛƴŀǎŀōƛ ƳƻΣ ƪŀƘƛǘ Ǉŀǘŀȅƛƴ Ƴƻ ŀƪƻΦΩ έ 

Matapos silang kwestyunin ay dinala sila sa istasyon ng pulis at mag-aalas-singko ng 

hapon ay pinakawalan na rin sila matapos na kausapin ni officer-in-charge ng CENRO na 

si Felizardo Cayatoc si Balonglong. 

Nitong Biyernes, naglabas ng official statement ang DENR ukol sa pangyayari. 
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14 June 2020 

Date 

Hepe ng Puerto Princesa police na pinaaresto ang 
mga empleyado ng DENR, balak kasuhan 
 

!ȅƻƴ ƪŀȅ {ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅ wƻȅ /ƛƳŀǘǳΥ άLǘ ƛǎ ǘƻǘŀƭƭȅ ǳƴŀŎŎŜǇǘŀōƭŜ ǘƘŀǘ these environmental 

enforcers who continue to perform their duties despite the COVID-19 pandemic have to 

suffer violence at the hands of the police, who should be assisting them in their 

ƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴǎΦέ 

Pinag-aaralan na umano ng DENR kung ano ang mga kasong isasampa laban kay 

Balonglong. 

Dagdag ni Henry Adornado, regional executive director ng DENR-aLa!wht!Υ άhŦ 

course, we wanted him to get the legal and possible consequences of his actions. 

¢ƛƴƛǘƛƴƎƴŀƴ ƴŀǘƛƴ ŘΩȅŀƴ ΩȅǳƴƎ ƪŀǎƻƴƎ ŀŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǘƛōƻ ŀǘ ƪǊƛƳƛƴŀƭΦέ 

Biyernes ng hapon nang ibaba ng PNP-MIMAROPA ang direktibang i-relieve sa puwesto 

si Balonglong habang nagsasagawa ng imbestigasyon ang PNP. 

άwŜƭƛŜǾŜŘ ǎƛȅŀ ǎƻΣ ǎƻƳŜōƻŘȅ ŜƭǎŜ ƛǎ ǊŜǇƭŀŎƛƴƎ όƘƛƳύ ǘƘŜǊŜΦ wŜƭƛŜǾŜŘ ǎƛȅŀ ŘŀƘƛƭ ƳŀȅǊƻƻƴƎ 

bago. (In) the meantime, dito lang muna sa regional headquarters kasi mayroon kaming 

investigation panel to look into the incident. And we will wait for the result of that 

ǇŀƴŜƭΣέ ǇŀƭƛǿŀƴŀƎ ƴƛ tƻƭƛŎŜ .ǊƛƎΦ DŜƴΦ bƛŎŜǊƛƻ hōŀƻōΣ ǊŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ tbt aLa!wht!Φ 

Samantala, dismayado naman si PNP chief Police General Archie Gamboa sa insidente. 

Sinubukang tawagan ng ABS-CBN News si Balonglong sa numerong laging ginagamit sa 

mga dating panayam sa kaniya pero sa pagkakataong ito, ayon sa lalaking sumagot ng 

tawag, wrong number umano ito. 

Kahit na ni-relieve na sa pwesto si Balonglong ay gusto ni Ferrer na masibak ito sa 

serbisyo. 

άIƛƴŘƛ ǎŀǇŀǘ ƴŀ Ƴŀ-ǊŜƭƛŜǾŜΣ ŘŀǇŀǘ ǎŀ ƪŀƴȅŀ Ƴŀǎƛōŀƪ ǎƛȅŀ ǎŀ ǎŜǊōƛǎȅƻΣέ ŀƴƛ CŜǊǊŜǊΦ 

Bukod sa kasong isasampa ng DENR kay Balonglong, sasampahan din ng kaso ang iba 

pang pumuwesto sa bakawan sa paglabag sa Presidential Decree 705 o Forestry Code of 

the Philippines. 

Kinondena rin ng DENR Lawyers Guild Inc. ang ginawa ni Balonglong. 

ά¢Ƙƛǎ ŀǘǘŀŎƪ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ƻǳǊ ƻǿƴ 59bw ŜƳǇƭƻȅŜŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ ŘŜŦŜƴŘŜǊǎ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƴƻǘ 

be countenŀƴŎŜŘΣέ ǇŀƘŀȅŀƎ ƴƎ ƎǊǳǇƻΦ 

άaŀƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŀōǳǎŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǇƻǿŜǊ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ tbt ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƭŀǿ ŜƴŦƻǊŎŜƳŜƴǘ ŀƎŜƴŎƛŜǎ 

ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘŀōƭŜ ŀƴŘ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ǊƛŘ ƻŦ ƳƛǎŦƛǘǎ ǿƛƭƭ ǊŜƛƴŦƻǊŎŜ ǘƘŜ ǊǳƭŜ ƻŦ ƭŀǿ ǘƻ ŀƭƭΦέ 
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Date 

Puerto Princesa police chief relieved from post, 
faces probe on alleged maltreatment of DENR 
personnel  
By CNN Philippines Staff  

Published Jun 13, 2020 2:23:14 PM 
https://cnnphilippines.com/news/2020/6/13/marion-balonglong-relief-denr-allegations.html 

More 

Metro Manila (CNN Philippines, June 13) τ Puerto Princesa's top cop has been ordered 

on administrative leave following allegations that he was involved in the maltreatment 

of several personnel of the Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR). 

Philippine National Police (PNP) Chief Archie Gamboa ordered the relief of Pcol. Marion 

Balonglong. 

ά¢ƘŜ ŀƭƭŜƎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ .ŀƭƻƴƎƭƻƴƎ are serious and his relief is an administrative action 

ǘƻ ǇǊŜŎƭǳŘŜ ŀƴȅ Ǉƻǎǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǳƴŘǳŜ ƛƴŦƭǳŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƻƴƎƻƛƴƎ ƛƴǾŜǎǘƛƎŀǘƛƻƴΣέ ǎŀƛŘ 

Gamboa in a statement released by the PNP. 

Balonglong reportedly arrested and held at gunpoint eight employees of the DENR and 

two others, who were doing their field work at a coastal village at Barangay Iwahig in 

Puerto Princesa City, Palawan on June 10. 

According to reports, the DENR personnel were conducting an investigation on the 

illegal occupation and massive mangrove cutting at Sitio Bucana when they were 

intercepted by Balonglong and his men. 

Balonglong allegedly kicked and punched at gunpoint one of the forest rangers 

identified as Roldan Alvarez. 

On Friday, The DENR denounced the reported illegal arrest and police brutality endured 

by a team of environmental law enforcers at the hands of Puerto Princesa City police on 

Wednesday. 

PBGen Nicerio Obaob gave his assurance that the allegations against Balonglong would 

be thoroughly investigated. 

In a separate statement, the DENR Lawyers Guild, Inc. said they strongly condemn the 

acts committed against the environment officials. 

"It is unfortunate that the PNP is supposed to be the DENR's partner in enforcing 

environmental laws, and not its adversary or protector of violators of environmental 

laws. What is more distressing is that this incident happened on June 10, the DENR's 

33rd anniversary," the statement said. 

  

EDITORI

AL 

PAG

BANNE

R 

STORY 

PAGE 

1 

STORY 

UPPE

LOWE

R  

CARTOO

N 

https://cnnphilippines.com/cnn-website/search/?queryStr=CNN%20Philippines%20Staff
https://www.cnnphilippines.com/news/2020/6/12/DENR-condemns-police-brutality-Palawan-.html


 
Strategic Communication  

and  Initiatives  Service   

 

 

1/1 

Page 

 

14 June 2020 

Date 

Puerto Princesa police chief relieved for 
ΨƳŀƭǘǊŜŀǘƳŜƴǘΩ ƻŦ 59bw ǇŜǊǎƻƴƴŜƭ 
By: Consuelo Marquez - Reporter / @CMarquezINQ  
INQUIRER.net / 04:52 PM June 13, 2020 
https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/1291086/puerto-princesa-police-chief-relieved-for-maltreatment-of-denr-
personnel 
 

MANILA, Philippines τ The chief of Puerto Princesa City Police Office has been 

relieved froƳ Ƙƛǎ Ǉƻǎǘ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŀƭƭŜƎŜŘ άƳŀƭǘǊŜŀǘƳŜƴǘέ ƻŦ ǇŜǊǎƻƴƴŜƭ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ 

Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR). 

PNP chief Gen. Archie Gamboa said he already ordered Mimaropa police 

director Brig. Gen. Nicerio Obaob to relieve Col. Marion Balonglong as Puerto 

Princesa police chief in Palawan. 

 ά¢ƘŜ ŀƭƭŜƎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ .ŀƭƻƴƎƭƻƴƎ ŀǊŜ ǎŜǊƛƻǳǎ ŀƴŘ Ƙƛǎ ǊŜƭƛŜŦ ƛǎ ŀƴ 

administrative action to preclude any possibility of undue influence in the 

ƻƴƎƻƛƴƎ ƛƴǾŜǎǘƛƎŀǘƛƻƴΣέ DŀƳōƻŀ ǎŀƛŘ ƛƴ ŀ ǎǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘ {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅΦ 

Obaob, meanwhile, vowed to investigate the accusations against Balonglong. 

Sought for more details on the allegations against Balonglong, PNP spokesman 

Brig. Gen. Bernard Banac said they are still probing the specifics of the report. 
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Date 

Puerto Princesa police head fired for harrassing 
DENR staff 
By Darwin Pesco 
June 14, 2020 
https://www.manilatimes.net/2020/06/14/news/regions/puerto-princesa-police-head-fired-for-harrassing-
denr-staff/731619/ 

THE Puerto Princesa City Police chief has been relieved from service on Saturday over 

alleged maltreatment and arrest of environment personnel. 

Philippine National Police chief Gen. Archie Francisco Gamboa announced the 

administrative relief of Col. Marion Balonglong for his alleged involvement in a 

maltreatment incident of the Department of Environment and National Resources 

(DENR) personnel on Wednesday. 

The DENR team was in Barangay Bucana-Matahimik to notify residents at the 

mangroves area to vacate to pave way for an investigation on the cutting of mangroves 

in the area. 

But police arrested them and reportedly pointed their guns at the DENR personnel. 

While relieved, Balonglong remains under investigation. 

ά¢ƘŜ ŀƭƭŜƎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ .ŀƭƻƴƎƭƻƴƎ ŀǊŜ ǎŜǊƛƻǳǎ ŀƴŘ Ƙƛǎ ǊŜƭƛŜŦ ƛǎ ŀƴ ŀŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǘƛǾŜ ŀŎǘƛƻƴ 

ǘƻ ǇǊŜŎƭǳŘŜ ŀƴȅ Ǉƻǎǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǳƴŘǳŜ ƛƴŦƭǳŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƻƴƎƻƛƴƎ ƛƴǾŜǎǘƛƎŀǘƛƻƴΣέ DŀƳōƻŀ 

said in a statement. 

Gamboa instructed BGen. Nicerio Obaob, director of Police Regional Office-Mimaropa, 

to immediately effect the relief of Balonglong. 

Moreover, Obaob assured Gamboa that all allegations against Balonglong would be 

άǘƘƻǊƻǳƎƘƭȅ ƛƴǾŜǎǘƛƎŀǘŜŘέ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ŜǾƛŘŜƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǾŜǊƛŦƛŜŘ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘǎ of witnesses. 
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14 June 2020 

Date 

Iligal na pag-aresto, police brutality sa 
environmental law enforcers sa Palawan, 
kinondena ng DENR 
June 13, 2020 @ 9:38 AM   
https://remate.ph/iligal-na-pag-aresto-police-brutality-sa-environmental-law-enforcers-sa-palawan-kinondena-
ng-denr/ 

 

Manila, Philippines ς Kinondena ng Department of Environment and Natural Resources 

(DENR) ang naiulat na iligal na pag-aresto at police brutality na naranasan ng team ng 

environmental law enforcers sa kamay ng Puerto Princesa City police noong Miyerkoles. 

Sinabi ni Environment Secretarȅ wƻȅ /ƛƳŀǘǳ ƴŀ Ǝŀƭƛǘ ǎƛȅŀ ŀǘ ƴŀƴƎƘƛƘƛƴƎƛ ƴƎ άǎǿƛŦǘ 

ǊŜǎƻƭǳǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǎŜέ ƪǳƴƎ ǎŀŀƴ ƪŀǳƎƴŀȅ Řƛǘƻ ǎƛ tǳŜǊǘƻ tǊƛƴŎŜǎŀ /ƛǘȅ tƻƭƛŎŜ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ 

Col. Marion Balonglong at kanyang mga tauhan. 

άLǘ ƛǎ ǘƻǘŀƭƭȅ ǳƴŀŎŎŜǇǘŀōƭŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ ŜƴŦƻǊŎŜǊǎ ǿƘƻ Ŏƻƴǘinue to perform 

their duties despite the COVID-19 pandemic have to suffer violence at the hands of the 

ǇƻƭƛŎŜΣ ǿƘƻ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŀǎǎƛǎǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƳ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴǎΣέ ŀȅƻƴ ƪŀȅ /ƛƳŀǘǳ ǎŀ ƛǎŀƴƎ 

pahayag. 

Naiulat na inaresto at tinutukan ng baril ng Puerto Princesa City police director ang 

walong empleyado ng DENR at dalawang iba pa, na nagsasagawa ng field work sa 

coastal village sa Barangay Iwahig sa Puerto Princesa City, Palawan noong Hunyo 10. 

Ayon sa mga ulat, nagsasagawa ng imbestigasyon ang mga tauhan ng DENR sa iligal na 

paninirahan at pagpuputol ng mangrove o bakawan sa Sitio Bucana nang pigilan sila ni 

Balonglong at ng kanyang mga tauhan. 

Sinasabing sinipa at pinagsusuntok ni Balonglong at tinutukan pa ng baril ang isa sa 

forest rangers na kinilalang si Roldan Alvarez. 

Naulat ding dinala ang environmentalists sa police station sa Barangay San Pedro, at 

pinalaya kasunod ng pag-uusap ni Balonglong at Felizardo Cayatoc, isang officer ng 

Community Environment and Natural Resources Office (CENRO), na nag-apruba sa DENR 

operation. 

Nang tanungin tungkol sa insidente, sinabi ni Philippine National Police spokesperson 

Brigadier General Bernard Banac na kumukuha pa ng opsiyal na ulat ang pulisya mula sa 

police regional office sa MIMAROPA tungkol sa kaso. 

Ibinigay na ni Cimatu ang usapin kay Interior and Local Government Secretary Eduardo 

M. Año, na may supervisory authority sa PNP. 

ά!ǎ ƳǳŎƘ ŀǎ LΩƳ ŦǳǊƛƻǳǎ ŀǘ ǿƘŀǘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴŜŘ ǘƻ Ƴȅ ƳŜƴΣ L ƘƻǇŜ ǘƘƛǎ ƛƴŎƛŘŜƴǘ ǿƻƴΩǘ ŀŦŦŜŎǘ 

the cordial relationship and collaborative partnership the DENR has with the PNP in the 

ŦƛƎƘǘ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ ŎǊƛƳŜΣέ ŀȅƻƴ ƪŀȅ /ƛƳŀǘǳΦ RNT/MM 
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14 June 2020 

Date 

Puerto Princesa police, pinasisibak ni Gamboa 
June 13, 2020 @ 4:14 PM   
https://remate.ph/puerto-princesa-police-pinasisibak-ni-gamboa/ 

 

Manila, Philippines ς Iniutos ni Philippine National Police chief Police General Archie 

Francisco Gamboa ang administrative relief ng city director ng Puerto Princesa City 

Police Office dahil sa sinasabing pagkakasangkot ng opisyal sa pagmamaltrato sa 

environment personnel at mga opisyal ng barangay. 

Sa isang news release mula sa PNP national headquarters, kinilala ang opisyal bilang si 

Police Colonel Marion Balonglong. 

ά¢ƘŜ ŀƭƭŜƎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ .ŀƭƻƴƎƭƻƴƎ ŀǊŜ ǎŜǊƛƻǳǎ ŀƴŘ Ƙƛǎ ǊŜƭƛŜŦ ƛǎ ŀƴ ŀŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǘƛǾŜ ŀŎǘƛƻƴ 

ǘƻ ǇǊŜŎƭǳŘŜ ŀƴȅ Ǉƻǎǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǳƴŘǳŜ ƛƴŦƭǳŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƻƴƎƻƛƴƎ ƛƴǾŜǎǘƛƎŀǘƛƻƴΣέ ŀȅƻƴ ǎŀ 

news release. 

Ayon sa information office, naibigay na ang utos ni Gamboa kay PRO-MIMAROPA 

Regional Director Police Brigadier General Nicerio Obaob, at sinabing epektibo ito 

kaagad. 

Siniguro ni Obaob sa PNP chief na mabusising iimbestigahan ang lahat ng alegasyon 

laban kay Balonglong batay sa ebidensya at verified accounts ng mga saksi. 

Ayon sa isang ulat sa pahayagan, Hunyo 10 nang arestuhin ni Balonglong ang ilang 

tauhan ng Department of Environment of Natural Resources, at dalawang opisyal ng 

barangay na nag-iimbestiga sa mangrove logging operations sa Barangay Matahimik-

Bucana ng naturang lungsod. 

Ayon din sa ulat, iniutos ni Balonglong sa mga biktima na dumapa at sinipa ang mga ito 

bago arestuhin. RNT/MM 
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JUNE 14, 2020 5:00AM 
https://web.facebook.com/story.php?story_fbid=2034510836705660&id=163550757135020&fs=0&focus_com
poser=0&_rdc=1&_rdr 

 

 

  

EDITORI

AL 

PAG

BANNE

R 

STORY 

PAGE 

1 

STORY 

UPPE

LOWE

R  

CARTOO

N 



 
Strategic Communication  

and  Initiatives  Service   

 

 

1/2 

Page 

 

14 June 2020 

Date 

Cimatu: Task force on track to complete Boracay 
rehab by May 2021 
June 13, 2020  
https://ptvnews.ph/cimatu-task-force-on-track-to-complete-boracay-rehab-by-may-2021/ 
 

The inter-agency task force led by Environment Secretary Roy A. Cimatu remains on 

track to complete the rehabilitation of Boracay by May next year despite the setback 

ōǊƻǳƎƘǘ ŀōƻǳǘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ƛǎƭŀƴŘΩǎ ŎƭƻǎǳǊŜ ŀǎ ŀ ǇǊŜŜƳǇǘƛǾŜ ƳŜŀǎǳǊŜ against COVID-19. 

Cimatu said the one-year extension given to the Boracay Inter-Agency Task Force 

(BIATF) was enough to achieve all its targets and lay the groundwork for a permanent 

government body that would manage the world-famous resort island. 

President Rodrigo Roa Duterte recently issued Executive Order (EO) 115 extending the 

term of the Cimatu-chaired BIATF by one year or until May 2021. The task force was 

originally set to end on May 8, 2020, or two years after it was created under EO 53. 

ά¢ƘŜ ƴŜǿ 9O gives us another year and directs us to finish the rehabilitation of 

.ƻǊŀŎŀȅΣέ /ƛƳŀǘǳ ǎŀƛŘ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ .L!¢C tǊƛƴŎƛǇŀƭǎΩ aŜŜǘƛƴƎ ƘŜƭŘ ƛƴ .ƻǊŀŎŀȅ ƻƴ WǳƴŜ ммΦ 

ά²Ŝ ŀƛƳ ǘƻ Řƻ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǎ ǿŜ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŜ ŀ ōƛƭƭ ƛƴ /ƻƴƎǊŜǎǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ ŀ ǇŜǊƳŀƴŜƴǘ 

management group ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƛǎƭŀƴŘΦέ 

The environment chief was referring to the proposed legislative measure creating the 

Boracay Island Development Authority or BIDA, an independent body that would 

oversee implementation of sustainable development activities on the island and ensure 

ǘƘŜ Ŏƻƴǘƛƴǳƛǘȅ ƻŦ .L!¢CΩǎ ŀŎŎƻƳǇƭƛǎƘƳŜƴǘǎΦ 

ά²Ŝ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǇǊŜǎŜǊǾŜ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ƎƻƻŘ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǊŜǎǳƭǘŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǊŜƘŀōƛƭƛǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ .ƻǊŀŎŀȅ 

ŀƴŘ ǿƘƛŎƘ ōǊƻǳƎƘǘ ƛǘ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ ƛǘǎ ǊƛƎƘǘŦǳƭ ǇƭŀŎŜ ŀǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ƛǎƭŀƴŘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΣέ 

Cimatu said. 

In the meantime, Cimatu said the task force will focus on its priority rehabilitation 

activities for completion before May 2021, including the enforcement of easement laws 

to clear the beachfront and roads of obstructions. As of June 8, the 25+5-meter beach 

easement is 69 percent cleared while the 12-meter road easement is 73 percent done. 

The task force will also continue to enforce carrying capacity regulations in Boracay to 

ensure that only 6,405 tourists will enter the island per day once it reopens. Boracay, 

along with other tourism destinations in the country, has been closed to tourists since 

March with the imposition of the enhanced community quarantine to contain the 

spread of COVID-19. 

The island reopens on June 16, but only to residents of Western Visayas as the region 

shifts to a more relaxed modified general community quarantine. 
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Date 

Cimatu: Task force on track to complete Boracay 
rehab by May 2021 
 

The BIATF also plans to impose moratorium on the construction of residential and 

commercial establishments to further address physical carrying capacity issues in 

Boracay. 

¢ƻ Ƴŀƛƴǘŀƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƛǎƭŀƴŘΩǎ ƎƻƻŘ ǿŀǘŜǊ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅΣ ǘƘŜ 9ƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ aŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ .ǳǊŜŀǳ 

will continue its regular environmental compliance monitoring for water quality and 

construct more sewage treatment plants (STPs). 

Water quality of the beaches taken from the monitoring stations in the last six months 

shows it is within the standard limit of 100 most probable number (mpn) per 100 

milliliters (ml). Readings range from less than one mpn/100 ml to 7.1 mpn/100ml. 

Most commercial establishments have complied with the requirement to have their 

own STPs or to connect to the sewage line of their water service providers. However, 

residential areas need to install clusterized STPs. 

Completion of road projects of the Department of Public Works and Highways (DPWH) 

and drainage projects of the Tourism Infrastructure and Enterprise Zone Authority 

(TIEZA) are also primary concerns. 

Only Phase 3 of the DPWH road project is yet to be started. Phase 1 is completed and 

Phase 2 is 70 percent finished. The TIEZA drainage project is 93 percent completed for 

Phases 1 and 2, and 47 percent for Phases 1A, 3, 4, and 5. 

The BIATF will also push for the completion of wetland rehabilitation by its corporate 

άŀŘƻǇǘƻǊǎέτEnergy Development Corp. for Wetland No. 2, Aboitiz and TIEZA for 

Wetland No. 4, Boracay Tubi System Inc. for Wetland No. 6, and JG Summit for Wetland 

No. 8. 

The task force seeks to revalidate forestland occupants on the island and to determine if 

they can be granted tenurial instruments. 
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Date 

Pagsasaayos sa Boracay, target tapusin ng task 
force sa Mayo 2021 ς Cimatu 
By Bombo Bam Orpilla 
-June 13, 2020 | 8:26 PM 
https://www.bomboradyo.com/pagsasaayos-sa-boracay-target-tapusin-ng-task-force-sa-mayo-2021-cimatu/ 
 

Target umano ng Boracay Inter-Agency Task Force (BIATF) na tapusin ang isinasagawang 

rehabilitasyon sa sikat na isla sa Mayo ng susunod na taon. 

LǘƻΩȅ ƪŀƘƛǘ ǇŀƴǎŀƳŀƴǘŀƭŀƴƎ ƛǎƛƴŀǊŀ ŀƴƎ ƛǎƭŀ ōƛƭŀƴƎ ǇŀƎ-iingat na rin sa coronavirus 

pandemic. 

Ayon kay Environment Sec. Cimatu, ang isang taong iōƛƴƛƎŀȅ ƴŀ άŜȄǘŜƴǎƛƻƴέ ǎŀ .L!¢C ŀȅ 

sapat na para matapos ang mga naantalang trabaho at maibalik ang ganda ng 

ǘƛƴŀƎǳǊƛŀƴƎ άǿƻǊƭŘ-ŦŀƳƻǳǎ ǊŜǎƻǊǘ ƛǎƭŀƴŘΦέ 

Batay sa Executive Order (EO) 115 na pinirmahan ni Pangulong Rodrigo Duterte, 

ōƛƴƛōƛƎȅŀƴ ƴƎ άŜȄǘŜƴǎƛƻƴέ ŀng BIATF na pinamumunuan ni Cimatu na tatagal hanggang 

Mayo 2021 na dapat sana ay natapos nitong Mayo 8, 2020 o dalawang taon matapos 

itong buuin sa pamamagitan ng EO 53. 

ά²Ŝ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǇǊŜǎŜǊǾŜ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ƎƻƻŘ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǊŜǎǳƭǘŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǊŜƘŀōƛƭƛǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ .ƻǊŀŎŀȅ 

ŀƴŘ ǿƘƛŎƘ ōǊƻǳƎƘǘ ƛǘ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ ƛǘǎ ǊƛƎƘǘŦǳƭ ǇƭŀŎŜ ŀǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ƛǎƭŀƴŘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΣέ 

wika ni Cimatu. 

Sinabi pa ni Cimatu na tututukan ng task force ang mga prayoridad nito para sa 

rehabilitasyon ng Boracay hanggang Mayo 2021 kabilang na ang pagpapatupad ng 

άŜŀǎŜƳŜƴǘ ƭŀǿǎέ ǳǇŀƴƎ ǘǳƭǳȅŀƴƎ Ƴŀƛŀƭƛǎ ŀƴƎ ƳƎŀ ƴŀƪŀǎŀƎŀōŀƭ ǎŀ ōŜŀŎƘŦǊƻƴǘ ŀǘ ƛōŀ ǇŀƴƎ 

road obstruction. 

{ƛǎƛƎǳǊǳƘƛƴ Řƛƴ ƴƎ ǘŀǎƪ ŦƻǊŎŜ ƴŀ ƳŀǎǳǎǳƴƻŘ ŀƴƎ άŎŀǇŀŎƛǘȅ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǘƛƻƴǎέ ǎŀ .ƻǊŀŎŀȅ ƴŀ 

hanggang 6,405 na turista lamang kada araw ang papahintulutang makapasok sa isla 

kapag binuksan itong muli sa turista. 

Sa darating na Hunyo 16 ay muling bubuksan ang isla ngunit para ito lamang sa mga 

residente ng Western Visayas matapos itong isailalim sa mas maluwag na modified 

general community quarantine. 

Ayon pa sa DENR, balak din ng BIATF na ipatupad ang moratorium sa konstruksiyon ng 

ƳƎŀ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘƛŀƭ ŀǘ ŎƻƳƳŜǊŎƛŀƭ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘƳŜƴǘǎ ǳǇŀƴƎ Ƴŀǘƛȅŀƪ ŀƴƎ ǇŀƎǎǳƴƻŘ ǎŀ άǇƘȅǎƛŎŀƭ 

ŎŀǊǊȅƛƴƎ ŎŀǇŀŎƛǘȅέ ƴŀ ƛƴƛƭŀōŀǎ ǎŀ .ƻǊŀŎŀȅΦ 

Kaugnay nito, regular ang isasagawang environmental compliance monitoring para sa 

tubig ng Environmental Management Bureau at maglalagay din ng mas maraming 

sewage treatment plants upang matiyak ang maayos na water quality sa isla. 
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14 June 2020 

Date 

Boracay rehab to be completed next year 
Rhodina Villanueva  
June 14, 2020 - 12:00am  
https://www.philstar.com/nation/2020/06/14/2020717/boracay-rehab-be-completed-next-year 

 

MANILA, Philippines τ The Boracay Inter-Agency Task Force (BIATF) led by Environment 

Secretary Roy Cimatu has expressed optimism that the rehabilitation of Boracay will be 

completed by May next year. 

Cimatu said the one-year extension given to the BIATF would allow the task force to 

achieve its targets. 

President Duterte extended the term of the task force until May 2021 under Executive 

Order 115. 

ά²Ŝ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǇǊŜǎŜǊǾŜ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ƎƻƻŘ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǊŜǎǳƭǘŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƘŀōƛƭƛǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ 

Boracay, which brought it back to its rightful place as one of the best islands in the 

ǿƻǊƭŘΣέ /ƛƳŀǘǳ ǎŀƛŘΦ 

He said the task force would focus on priority rehabilitation efforts, such as 

enforcement of easement laws to clear the beachfront and roads of obstructions. 

Cimatu said they would also enforce carrying capacity regulations to limit the number of 

people who can enter the island per day once it reopens. 

He said the BIATF also plans to impose a moratorium on the construction of residential 

and commercial establishments to address physical carrying capacity issues in Boracay. 

The island will reopen on Tuesday, but only to residents of Western Visayas. 
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14 June 2020 

Date 

Rehabilitation of Boracay to be completed by May 
2021 despite delays, says BIATF 
Updated June 13, 2020, 3:27 PM 
By Ellalyn de Vera-Ruiz 

https://news.mb.com.ph/2020/06/13/rehabilitation-of-boracay-to-be-completed-by-
may-2021-despite-delays-says-biatf/  

 

The Boracay Inter-agency Task Force (BIATF) remains confident that it will be able to 

complete the rehabilitation of the resort island by May 2021 despite delays due to 

limited activities during the community quarantine. 

Environment and Natural Resources Secretary and IATF head Roy Cimatu said the one-

year extension given to the task force was enough to achieve all its targets and lay the 

groundwork for a permanent government body that would manage Boracay. 

President Rodrigo Duterte recently issued Executive Order (EO) 115 extending the term 

of the BIATF by one year or until May 2021. The task force was originally set to end on 

May 8, 2020, or two years after it was created under EO 53. 

ά¢ƘŜ ƴŜǿ 9h ƎƛǾŜǎ ǳǎ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ȅŜŀǊ ŀƴŘ ŘƛǊŜŎǘǎ ǳǎ ǘƻ ŦƛƴƛǎƘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƘŀōƛƭƛǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ 

.ƻǊŀŎŀȅΣέ /ƛƳŀǘǳ ǎŀƛŘ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ .L!¢C tǊƛƴŎƛǇŀƭǎΩ aŜŜǘƛƴƎ ƘŜƭŘ ƛƴ .ƻǊŀŎŀȅ ƻƴ Wǳƴe 11. 

ά²Ŝ ŀƛƳ ǘƻ Řƻ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǎ ǿŜ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŜ ŀ ōƛƭƭ ƛƴ /ƻƴƎǊŜǎǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ ŀ ǇŜǊƳŀƴŜƴǘ 

ƳŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ƎǊƻǳǇ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƛǎƭŀƴŘΣέ ƘŜ ŀŘŘŜŘΦ 

The DENR chief was referring to the proposed legislative measure creating the Boracay 

Island Development Authority (BIDA), an independent body that would oversee 

implementation of sustainable development activities on the island and ensure the 

Ŏƻƴǘƛƴǳƛǘȅ ƻŦ .L!¢CΩǎ ŀŎŎƻƳǇƭƛǎƘƳŜƴǘǎΦ 

ά²Ŝ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǇǊŜǎŜǊǾŜ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ƎƻƻŘ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǊŜǎǳƭǘŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǊŜƘŀōƛƭƛǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ .ƻǊŀŎŀȅ 

and which bǊƻǳƎƘǘ ƛǘ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ ƛǘǎ ǊƛƎƘǘŦǳƭ ǇƭŀŎŜ ŀǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ƛǎƭŀƴŘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΣέ 

Cimatu said. 

COMPLETION OF TASK 

In the meantime, he said the task force will focus on its priority rehabilitation activities 

for completion before May 2021, including the enforcement of easement laws to clear 

the beachfront and roads of obstructions. 

As of June 8, the 25+5-meter beach easement is 69 percent cleared while the 12-meter 

road easement is 73 percent done. 

The task force will also continue to enforce carrying capacity regulations in Boracay to 

ensure that only 6,405 tourists will enter the island per day once it reopens. 
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14 June 2020 

Date 

Rehabilitation of Boracay to be completed by May 
2021 despite delays, says BIATF 
 

Boracay, along with other tourism destinations in the country, has been closed to 

tourists since March with the imposition of the enhanced community quarantine to 

contain the spread of COVID-19. 

The island will be reopened on June 16, but only to residents of Western Visayas as the 

region shifts to a more relaxed modified general community quarantine. 

The BIATF also plans to impose moratorium on the construction of residential and 

commercial establishments to further address physical carrying capacity issues in 

Boracay. 

SUSTAINING BORACAY GAINS 

¢ƻ Ƴŀƛƴǘŀƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƛǎƭŀƴŘΩǎ ƎƻƻŘ ǿŀǘŜǊ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅΣ ǘƘŜ 9ƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ aŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ .ǳǊŜŀǳ 

will continue its regular environmental compliance monitoring for water quality and 

construct more sewage treatment plants (STPs). 

Water quality of the beaches taken from the monitoring stations in the last six months 

shows it is within the standard limit of 100 most probable number (mpn) per 100 

milliliters (ml). 

The readings range from less than one mpn/100 ml to 7.1 mpn/100ml. 

Most commercial establishments have also complied with the requirement to have their 

own STPs or to connect to the sewage line of their water service providers. 

However, residential areas need to install clusterized STPs. 

The completion of road projects of the Department of Public Works and Highways 

(DPWH) and drainage projects of the Tourism Infrastructure and Enterprise Zone 

Authority (TIEZA) are also primary concerns. 

Only Phase 3 of the DPWH road project is yet to be started. 

Phase 1 is completed and Phase 2 is 70 percent finished. 

The TIEZA drainage project is 93 percent completed for Phases 1 and 2, and 47 percent 

for Phases 1A, 3, 4, and 5. 

The BIATF will also push for the completion of wetland rehabilitation by its corporate 

άŀŘƻǇǘƻǊǎέτEnergy Development Corp. for Wetland No. 2, Aboitiz and TIEZA for 

Wetland No. 4, Boracay Tubi System Inc. for Wetland No. 6, and JG Summit for Wetland 

No. 8. 

The task force seeks to revalidate forestland occupants on the island and to determine if 

they can be granted tenurial instruments. 
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14 June 2020 

Date 

Boracay rehab on track amid pandemic  
posted June 14, 2020 at 12:10 am  
by  Rio N. Araja  
https://manilastandard.net/mobile/article/326000 

 

Amid the COVID-19 pandemic, Environment Secretary Roy Cimatu says he remains on 

track to complete the rehabilitation of the world famous Boracay Island in Aklan by May 

2021. 

The one-year extension given to the Boracay Inter-Agency Task Force (BIATF) was 

enough to achieve all its targets and lay the groundwork for a permanent government 

body that would manage the island, he said. 

ά¢ƘŜ ƴŜǿ ŜȄŜŎǳǘƛǾŜ ƻǊŘŜǊ ƎƛǾŜǎ ǳǎ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ȅŜŀǊ ŀƴŘ ŘƛǊŜŎǘǎ ǳǎ ǘƻ ŦƛƴƛǎƘ ǘƘŜ 

rehabilitation of Boracay. We aim to do that as we propose a bill in Congress that would 

ŎǊŜŀǘŜ ŀ ǇŜǊƳŀƴŜƴǘ ƳŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ƎǊƻǳǇ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƛǎƭŀƴŘΣέ ƘŜ ƴƻǘŜŘΦ 

President Rodrigo Duterte issued Executive Order No. 115, extending the term of the 

BIATF by one year or until May 2021.   

The task force was originally set to end last May 8, or two years after it was created 

under EO 53. 

Cimatu was referring to the proposed legislative measure creating the Boracay Island 

Development Authority or BIDA, an independent body that would oversee 

implementation of sustainable development activities on the island and ensure the 

Ŏƻƴǘƛƴǳƛǘȅ ƻŦ .L!¢CΩǎ ŀŎŎƻƳǇƭƛǎƘƳŜƴǘǎΦ 

 ά²Ŝ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǇǊŜǎŜǊǾŜ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ƎƻƻŘ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǊŜǎǳƭǘŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǊŜƘŀōƛƭƛǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ .ƻǊŀŎŀȅ 

ŀƴŘ ǿƘƛŎƘ ōǊƻǳƎƘǘ ƛǘ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ ƛǘǎ ǊƛƎƘǘŦǳƭ ǇƭŀŎŜ ŀǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ƛǎƭŀƴŘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΣέ ƘŜ 

said. 

The task force would focus on its priority rehabilitation activities for completion before 

May 2021, including the enforcement of easement laws to clear the beachfront and 

roads of obstructions.   

Boracay Island and other tourist destinations were closed to tourists due to the 

enhanced community quarantine to prevent the spread of COVID-19. 

The island reopens on June 16, but only to residents of Western Visayas as the region 

shifts to a more relaxed modified general community quarantine. 
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14 June 2020 

Date 

Boracay, bubuksang muli sa regional tourism 
sa June 16; mga negosyo, humiling ng health 
protocols 
Published June 13, 2020 2:14pm 
By JUN AGUIRRE 
https://www.gmanetwork.com/news/news/ulatfilipino/742492/boracay-bubuksang-muli-sa-regional-tourism-
sa-june-16-mga-negosyo-humiling-ng-health-protocols/ 

 

BORACAY ISLAND - Muli nang bubuksan sa regional tourism ang Boracay 

simula Hunyo 16, ilang buwan matapos magpatupad ng community 

quarantine sa iba't ibang bahagi ng bansa. 

Ayon kat Tourism Secretary Bernadette Romulo-Puyat ito ang 

napagkasunduan sa isinagawang meeting ng Boracay Inter Agency Task Force 

naisinagawa sa Boracay noong Huwebes. 

Handa na diumano ang Boracay sa unti-unting pagbubukas ng lugar sa mga 

turista dahil wala na diumanong kaso ng COVID-19 sa isla. 

Matapos ang meeting, nagsagawa ng inspection si Puyat kasama si 

Environment Secretary Roy Cimatu at Interior Secretary Eduardo Ano sa 

baybayin ng Boracay. 

Ayon naman  kay Elena Brugger, presidente ng Philippine Chamber of 

Commerce and Industry-Boracay, bagaman ilang araw na lang ay June 16 na, 

hindi pa rin diumano malinaw sa business community ang mga health 

protocols na nais ipatupad ng inter Agency Task Force sa Boracay. 
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14 June 2020 

Date 

Western Visayas cops ready for Boracay 
reopening 
By Gail Momblan June 13, 2020, 3:58 pm  
https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1105799 
 

 
NEW NORMAL. Tourists bound for Boracay Island last March 12. WesteǊƴ ±ƛǎŀȅŀǎΩ ǊŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ ǇƻƭƛŎŜ ǎŀƛŘ ƻƴ 

Saturday (June 13, 2020) that it is ready for the reopening of the world-famous Boracay Island on June 16. (PNA 
file photo by Gail Momblan) 

 

ILOILO CITY ς The Police Regional Office (PRO) 6 (Western Visayas) is 

prepared for the reopening of the world-famous Boracay Island on June 16. 

Brig. Gen. Rene Pamuspusan, PRO-6 director, said in a statement on Saturday 

that security preparations have been set to welcome local tourists. 

.ƻǊŀŎŀȅΩǎ ƛƴǘŜǊ-agency task force has approved the reopening of the popular 

beach destination to Western Visayas travelers. 

"We are now ready to secure Boracay Island but we will ensure strict 

implementation of protocols and guidelines established by the inter-agency 

task force," Pamuspusan said, noting that they recently established the 

Boracay Operation Command Center with 25 CCTVs to centralize security 

measures and monitor the area on top of regular police visibility. 

He added that the Malay municipal police, in coordination with other law 

enforcement and emergency response team, also conducted a series of 

training sessions in preparation for the opening and implementation of the 

health protocols for the new normal. 

hƴ ¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅΣ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŎŀƭ ǇƻƭƛŎŜ ŀƭǎƻ ƭŀǳƴŎƘŜŘ ǘƘŜ άŜ-wŜƪƭŀƳƻέ ǘƻ ǊŜŘǳŎŜ ǘƘŜ 

people's risk of exposure to the coronavirus disease 2019 (Covid-19). 
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14 June 2020 

Date 

Western Visayas cops ready for Boracay 
reopening 
 

άό¢ƘŜύ aŀƭŀȅ aǳƴƛŎƛǇŀƭ tƻƭƛŎŜ {ǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ƴƻǿ ŀŎŎŜǇǘƛƴƎ ŎƻƳǇlaints without 

having you to physically appear in the police station. Just login to your 

CŀŎŜōƻƻƪ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŀŎƘ ǳǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ƻǳǊ CŀŎŜōƻƻƪ aŜǎǎŜƴƎŜǊΣέ ǘƘŜ 

police said in its advisory. 

The PRO-6 also reminded the public that local tourists below 21 years old 

and above 60 years old are still prohibited from visiting the island. 

¢ƘŜ ǊŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ ǇƻƭƛŎŜ ŀǇǇŜŀƭŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǇǳōƭƛŎΩǎ ŎƻƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭƛƴŜ ŀƳƛŘ 

the threat posed by the pandemic. (PNA) 
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Petition seeks Mt. Guiting-guiting road works 
stoppage 
Being compared several times with the Galapagos Islands for its rich biodiversity, Mt. Guiting-guiting 

boasts of having at least 700 vascular plant species, including 54 species that can only be found in 
the province. 

June 14, 2020 01:00 AM  
By Trina Ibarle Orquiza  
https://tribune.net.ph/index.php/2020/06/14/petition-seeks-mt-guiting-guiting-road-works-stoppage/ 
 

 
Jagged little peaks Mt. Guiting-guiting, considered by mountaineers as one of the toughest to climb in the country, is at the 
center of a non-government ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ campaign to halt a road project to be built in its protected area as construction 
works is said to affect the ǇŀǊƪΩǎ rich and diverse flora and fauna. /  PHOTOGRAPH COURTESY OF MYTRAVELDIGEST.COM 

 

A non-government organization (NGO) of Romblon natives protecting the Sibuyan 

LǎƭŀƴŘǎΩ ŜŎƻƭƻƎȅ ŀƴŘ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜ ŘǊŜǿ ǳǇ ŀƴ ƻƴƭƛƴŜ ǎƛƎƴŀǘǳǊŜ ŎŀƳǇŀƛƎƴ ǘƻ Ƙŀƭǘ ǘƘŜ 

resumption of construction works on the Magdiwang-San Fernando National Road as it 

encroaches on the protected area of Mt. Guiting-guiting, the highest mountain in the 

Romblon province. 

Bayay Sibuyanon addressed the petition to President Rodrigo Duterte, the Department 

of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR), Department of Public Works and 

Highways (DPWH), Mt. Guiting-guiting Natural Park Protected Area Management Board 

and the local government units of Sibuyan Island to stop the construction of the road as 

it would destroy the natural flora and fauna in the protected area. 

ά²Ŝ ǿŜǊŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ǎǘƻǇ ǘƘƛǎ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ƛƴ нлмуΣ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ Řƻ ǘƘƛǎ ŀƎŀƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΣ ŀƴŘ ōŜȅƻƴŘΣέ 

said the group in their petition, which has already reached 3,111 signatures as of this 

writing. 

In April 2018, the DPWH halted clearing operations for the planned road works on the 

Magdiwang-San Fernando National Road, a 3.8-kilometer cross-country road which 

leads to the Magdiwang Port, following similar appeals of several NGO opposing its 

commencement. 
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In the petition, Bayan Sibuyanon demanded to investigate the process on how the 

project was included in the 2020 General Appropriations Act without any feasibility 

study or allegedly any kind of consultation with proper agencies as the project was 

already previously halted by the DPWH itself. 

It also demanded the prioritization and funding of unfinished infrastructure projects 

such as the circumferential and farm to market roads, bridges, ports and the airport. 

The group also cited the importance of the violation of Republic Act 11038 or the 

Expanded National Integrated Protected Areas System Act of 2018 and Proclamation 

746 series of 1996 which declares Mt. Guiting-guiting as a protected area. 

Mt. Guiting-guiting, named after a Rombloanon word to describe its jagged peaks, is a 

popular destination for daredevil mountaineers as one of the technically difficult 

mountains to climb in the country. Being compared several times with the Galapagos 

Islands for its rich biodiversity, Mt. Guiting-guiting boasts of having at least 700 vascular 

plant species, including 54 species that can only be found in the province. 
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!ōƻƛǘƛȊ ǳƴƛǘΩǎ ŎƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ ƎǊŜŜƴƛƴƎ ŘǊƛǾŜ 
lauded 
By Leander C. Domingo, TMT 
June 13, 2020 
https://www.manilatimes.net/2020/06/13/business/green-business/aboitiz-units-commitment-to-greening-
drive-lauded/731359/ 

 

THE Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) in Mountain Province 

has recognized Aboitiz Power Corp. (AboitizPower) run-of-river hydro business unit 

Hedcor Inc. as an active partner in the National Greening Program. 

 
¢Ƙƛǎ ǇƘƻǘƻ ǎƘƻǿǎ ŀƴ ŀǊŜŀ ǘƘŀǘ Ƙƻǎǘǎ IŜŘŎƻǊΩǎ мп-megawatt Sabangan Hydropower Plant that delivers 55 gigawatt ƘƻǳǊǎ ƻŦ Ψ/ƭŜŀƴŜǊƎȅΩ ǘƻ 

the Luzon grid annually. The company has so far planted over 300,000 trees in the area. CONTRIBUTED PHOTO 

 

It also recognized the Aboitiz-led power firm in establishing, maintaining and protecting 

the forest plantations in Upper Sabangan and Upper Bauko in the province. 

 

 

Andy Faelnar, Hedcor Group assistant vice president, said that to date, Hedcor has 

planted over 300,000 trees in Mountain Province alone, majority of which are fruit-

bearing trees that not only help in carbon sequestration, but also serve as source of 

food and livelihood for locals. 

All the trees planted also serve as water aquifers or part of measures for soil 

stabilization, he added. 

άLƴ ǘƻǘŀƭΣ IŜŘŎƻǊ Ƙŀǎ ǇƭŀƴǘŜŘ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ о Ƴƛƭƭƛƻƴ ǘǊŜŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴ уф-percent survival rate 

ǎƛƴŎŜ нллпΣέ CŀŜƭƴŀǊ ǎŀƛŘΦ 

Besides reforestation initiatives, Hedcor and its community partners are also engaged in 

other environmental sustainability programs. These are watershed management, river 

clean-up drive, information education campaign, faǊƳŜǊǎΩ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ōƛƻŘƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ 

conservation. 
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!ōƻƛǘƛȊ ǳƴƛǘΩǎ ŎƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ ƎǊŜŜƴƛƴƎ ŘǊƛǾŜ 
lauded 
  

άIŜŘŎƻǊ ǘŀƪŜǎ ǇǊƛŘŜ ƛƴ ƛǘǎ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳƛƴƎ ŎƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ ŀŘǾŀƴŎƛƴƎ ōǳǎƛƴŜss and 

ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ǿƘƛƭŜ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘΣέ CŀŜƭƴŀǊ ǎŀƛŘΦ 

He also said that, for the Sabangan Hydropower Plant, the first of its kind in the 

ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜΣ ǘƘŜ 59bwΩǎ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛǘƛƻƴ ƘƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘǎ IŜŘŎƻǊΩǎ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΦ 

The 14-megawatt plant ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊǎ рр ƎƛƎŀǿŀǘǘ ƘƻǳǊǎ ƻŦ ά/ƭŜŀƴŜǊƎȅέ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ [ǳȊƻƴ ƎǊƛŘ 

annually. 

/ƭŜŀƴŜǊƎȅ ƛǎ !ōƻƛǘƛȊtƻǿŜǊΩǎ ōǊŀƴŘ ŦƻǊ ŎƭŜŀƴ ŀƴŘ ǊŜƴŜǿŀōƭŜ ŜƴŜǊƎȅΦ ¢ƘŜ ŎƻƳǇŀƴȅ Ƙŀǎ 

several hydroelectric, geothermal and solar power-generation facilities. It also has 

thermal power plants in its generation portfolio to support the baseload and peak 

energy demands of the country. 

For AboitizPower, environmental sustainability is more than just providing Cleanergy, 

because it has a long-standing commitment to taking good care of the environment 

through responsible business operations and strong partnerships with its host 

communities. 

!ōƻƛǘƛȊtƻǿŜǊ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƘƻƭŘƛƴƎ ŎƻƳǇŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ !ōƻƛǘƛȊ DǊƻǳǇΩǎ ƛƴǾŜǎǘƳŜƴǘǎ ƛƴ ǇƻǿŜǊ 

generation, distribution, and retail electricity services. It advances business and 

communities by providing reliable and ample power supply at a reasonable and 

competitive price, and with the least adverse effects on the environment and host 

communities. 

The company also owns distribution utilities that operate in high-growth areas in Luzon, 

the Visayas, and Mindanao, including the second- and third-largest private utilities in 

the country. 
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Quarantine life offsets gains in drive vs plastic 
waste 
By: Jhesset O. Enano - Reporter / @JhessetEnanoINQ 
Philippine Daily Inquirer / 05:38 AM June 14, 2020 
https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/1291291/quarantine-life-offsets-gains-in-drive-vs-plastic-waste 

 

MANILA, Philippines τ The past few months have been extra frustrating for Marko 

Yambao, who, under normal circumstances, consciously keeps his carbon footprint low 

and his activities environment-friendly. 

 
BAGGED The community quarantine prompted by the coronavirus pandemic has seen an increase in the use of plastic 

packaging for food items and other goods delivered via courier. Plastic materials are also used to make protective clothing 

for medical front-liners. τMARIANNE BERMUDEZ 

 

With the community quarantine due to the coronavirus disease (COVID-19) compelling 

him and millions of other Filipinos to stay home, the 27-year-old content producer found 

himself relying on online shopping and deliveries for his needs. This, however, came with 

the deluge of single-use plastics which he had long sought to avoid. 

 άhƴƭƛƴŜ ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊƛŜǎ ƻǾŜǊŘƻ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǇŀŎƪŀƎƛƴƎ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜΣέ ƘŜ ƭŀƳŜƴǘŜŘΦ ά¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ǎƻ 

many layers of plastic: three layers, at the very least. Even unboxing a package can get 

ǘƛǊƛƴƎΦέ 

Yambao is not alone. As lockdown measures continue to limit movement and access to 

goods and services, consumers have turned to deliveries for both essential and 

nonessential purchases. And even as restrictions begin to ease, disposable plastics appear 

poised to dominate life under the shadow of the coronavirus. 

To think that not too long ago, the Philippines was making some headway in the arduous 

shift from single-use plastics. The clamor for swift action was warranted: According to a 

2015 report by the international group Ocean Conservancy, the country generates 2.7 

Ƴƛƭƭƛƻƴ ƳŜǘǊƛŎ ǘƻƴǎ ƻŦ ǇƭŀǎǘƛŎ ƎŀǊōŀƎŜ ȅŜŀǊƭȅΣ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ǘƘƛǊŘ ōƛƎƎŜǎǘ ƳŀǊƛƴŜ ǇƭŀǎǘƛŎ 

polluter. 
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Some policy actions to cut back on the use of plastics τ from proposed legislation to 

actual ordinances τ had been laid on the table. But COVID-19 effectively turned the tide, 

forcing the battle against plastic pollution off the front burner. 

ά¢ƘŜ ǇŀƴŘŜƳƛŎ Ƙŀǎ ŘŜŦƛƴƛǘŜƭȅ ŎŀǳǎŜŘ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ŘƛǎǊǳǇǘƛƻƴǎ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎ ƳƻǾƛƴƎ ŀǿŀȅ 

ŦǊƻƳ ǇƭŀǎǘƛŎǎΣέ ǎŀƛŘ aŀǊƛŀƴ [ŜŘŜǎƳŀΣ DǊŜŜƴǇŜŀŎŜ tƘƛƭƛǇǇƛƴŜǎ ȊŜǊƻ ǿŀǎǘŜ ŀƴŘ ǎǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƭŜ 

ŦƻƻŘ ŎŀƳǇŀƛƎƴŜǊΦ ά¢ƘŜ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜ ƻŦ ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊƛŜǎ ŦƻǊ ŦƻƻŘ ŀnd online shopping introduced 

another way for society to produce waste. Cities and provinces coming out with 

ƻǊŘƛƴŀƴŎŜǎ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ǇƭŀǎǘƛŎ ǳǎŜ ƘŀŘ ǘƻ ōŀŎƪǘǊŀŎƪΦέ 

Overwhelming waste 

Pre-pandemic, the Philippines had already been contending with overwhelming plastic 

waste. A five-year trash audit by the Global Alliance for Incinerator Alternatives revealed 

in 2019 that Filipinos were throwing away 48 million plastic shopping bags, 45 million 

thin-film bags and 163 million plastic sachets every day. 

While numbers are still to be validated, overall waste generation during the lockdown is 

seen to have dropped because of the massive slowdown of economic activity, said 

Crispian Lao, vice chair of the National Solid Waste Management Commission. 

Still, with the majority restricted to their homes, household waste is expected to balloon 

even if people are not ordering takeaways and deliveries daily, Lao said. 

!ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴΩǎ ǎƻƭƛŘ ǿŀǎǘŜ ǎǘŀǘǳǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ƛƴ нлмпΣ ǘƘŜ ōƛƎƎŜǎǘ ŎƘǳƴƪ ƻŦ 

municipal solid wastes comes from households (56.7 percent), followed by commercial 

sources, such as general merchandise stores and restaurants. 

Beyond takeouts and deliveries, plastic has surfaced as a go-to material for the safety of 

the general public. 

In hospitals and healthcare facilities, front-line medical workers are clad in personal 

protective equipment often made of plastic. The use of disposable masks and gloves has 

exploded exponentially even among ordinary citizens, causing shortages. 

As the economy reawakens, plastic has also become commonplace in certain vital areas. 

Separators made of plastic sheets are now installed in supermarkets, pharmacies and 

similar establishments. Some public utility vehicles have also been retrofitted to include 

these. 

While the use of plastic in the context of public health cannot be avoided, the challenge 

lies in managing the discards and ensuring that these do not end up in the streets, 

waterways and oceans. 
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ά¢ƘŜ ŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘ ǘƘƛƴƎ ƛǎ ƛŦ ƛǘ ƛǎ ƛƴŦŜŎǘƛƻǳǎ ƳŜŘƛŎŀƭ ǿŀǎǘŜΣ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǾŜǊȅ ƘŀǊŘ ǘƻ ǎŀȅ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ 

going to replace them with reusables, because right now, there is no way we can 

compromise the health ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƛƴ ƴŜŜŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǘƻƻƭǎΣέ ǎŀƛŘ !ƴƴŀ hǇƻǎŀΣ ŎƻŦƻǳƴŘŜǊ 

of the marine conservation group Save Philippine Seas. 

ά.ǳǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀƭǎƻ ǿŀǎǘŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ƳƻǊŜ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭ ƻǾŜǊΣ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ Ŝ-ŎƻƳƳŜǊŎŜ ǇŀŎƪŀƎƛƴƎΣέ 

Oposa said. 

vǳŜȊƻƴ /ƛǘȅΩǎ ŎŀǎŜ 

Another setback stemming from the pandemic is the freeze in measures geared to 

minimize plastic waste. 

For example, Quezon City implemented its ordinance banning plastic bags in January but 

has since decided to step back. 

άLƴ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ ƻŦ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ŀƴŘ ǎŀŦŜǘȅΣ ǘƘŜ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǇƭŀǎǘƛŎ ōŀƎǎ ǿŀǎ ǘŜƳǇƻǊŀǊƛƭȅ ŀƭƭƻǿŜŘ Χ ǘƻ 

lessen the risk of virus transmission and protect both the front-liners and the buying 

ǇǳōƭƛŎΣέ ǎŀƛŘ !ƴŘǊŜŀ ±ƛƭƭŀǊƻƳŀƴΣ ƘŜŀŘ ƻŦ vǳŜȊƻƴ /ƛǘȅΩǎ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ 

waste management department. 

In a memorandum issued in May, the city government encouraged residents to reuse 

plastic bags as lining for their garbage bin instead of immediately disposing of them. It 

ŀƭǎƻ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜŘ ŦƻƻŘ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘƳŜƴǘǎ ǘƻ ŀŘƻǇǘ ŀ άōȅ-ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘέ ǇǊƻǘƻŎƻƭ ŦƻǊ ǎƛƴƎƭŜ-use 

cutlery and condiment sachets for takeaway food and deliveries.  

Due to the virus, the department is also mulling the deferment of the ban on single-use 

plastic/disposable material, which was scheduled for implementation in July. 

ά!ǎ ƎŀǘƘŜǊŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎŜǎ ǘƘŜƳǎŜƭǾŜǎΣ full compliance with the [ordinance] would 

require proper transition and adjustment through procurement of reusable dining 

ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭǎ ŀƴŘ ǿŀǎƘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŘƛǎƛƴŦŜŎǘƛƻƴ ŜǉǳƛǇƳŜƴǘΣέ ±ƛƭƭŀǊƻƳŀƴ ǎŀƛŘΣ ŀŘŘƛƴƎΥ 

ά¢ƘŜ Ŏƛǘȅ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛȊŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǇŀƴŘŜƳƛŎ ŎŀǳǎŜŘ significant financial loss for 

businesses and that requiring full compliance with the ordinance by July 2020 would be 

ǳƴǘƛƳŜƭȅΦέ 

Even and especially as COVID-19 continues to rage, environmentalists urge the 

government, private businesses and ordinary consumers to still keep their eyes on the 

plastic waste problem. 

ά!ǎ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ǘǊŀƴǎƛǘƛƻƴƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘƛǎ ƴŜǿ ƴƻǊƳŀƭΣ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎŜǎ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ǇǊƻŎŜŜŘ 

ŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǎŎƛŜƴŎŜΣέ [ŜŘŜǎƳŀ ǎŀƛŘΦ ά!ƴŘ ǿƘŀǘ ǎŎƛŜƴŎŜ ǘŜƭƭǎ ǳǎ ƛǎ ƎƻƻŘ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜǎ ƛƴ 

hygiene and sanitation aǊŜ ǎǘƛƭƭ ǘƘŜ ƪŜȅ ŀŎǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ƘŜŀƭǘƘΦέ 
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Quarantine life offsets gains in drive vs plastic 
waste 
 

Legislation 

At the House of Representatives, the proposed ά.ŜǘǘŜǊ bƻǊƳŀƭ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ²ƻǊƪǇƭŀŎŜΣ 

/ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ tǳōƭƛŎ {ǇŀŎŜǎ !Ŏǘ ƻŦ нлнлέ ǎŜŜƪǎ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǊƛŎǘ ƳƻƴƛǘƻǊƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

implementation of Republic Act No. 9003, or the Ecological Solid Waste Management Act 

of 2000, in relation to the proper disposal and management ƻŦ ǿŀǎǘŜ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ άƴŜǿ 

ƴƻǊƳŀƭΦέ 

IƻǳǎŜ .ƛƭƭ bƻΦ суспΣ ǊŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘŜŘ ǘƻ ǎǳōǎǘƛǘǳǘŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊƭƛŜǊ άbŜǿ bƻǊƳŀƭέ ōƛƭƭΣ 

proposes that the government regulate the manufacture, importation, use and recycling 

of single-use plastics; conduct research on and develop alternatives to single-use plastic 

packaging; and provide incentives to plastic industries that will shift to other 

manufacturing activities. 

ά¢ƘŜ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǇƭŀǎǘƛŎǎ ǊƛƎƘǘ ƴƻǿ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ǎƻƭǾƛƴƎ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ώǇǊƻōƭŜƳϐΣ ōǳǘ ǿŜ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ 

recognize that this ǿƛƭƭ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ ŀ ƭƻƴƎŜǊ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦǳǘǳǊŜΣέ ǎŀƛŘ 5ǊΦ 5Ŝƻ CƭƻǊŜƴŎŜ 

hƴŘŀΣ ƳŀǊƛƴŜ ǎŎƛŜƴǘƛǎǘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ tƘƛƭƛǇǇƛƴŜǎΩ aŀǊƛƴŜ {ŎƛŜƴŎŜ LƴǎǘƛǘǳǘŜ ŀƴŘ 

founding member of Plastics Research Network Philippines. 

Environmentalists say that with the Philippines still adjusting to the new reality, ordinary 

citizens should consciously reduce their plastic use, reusing what they consume and 

recycling what they can. 

wŜǳǎŀōƭŜǎΣ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ŎƭƻǘƘ ōŀƎǎ ŀƴŘ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ǿŀǘŜǊ ǘǳƳōƭŜǊǎΣ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ǎǘƛƭƭ ōŜ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ 

lives moving forward.  

ά.ǊƛƴƎƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǊ ƻǿƴ ƛǎ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŎŀƳŜ ŦǊƻƳΣέ hǇƻǎŀ ǎŀƛŘΦ άLŦ 

ȅƻǳ ōǊƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǊ ƻǿƴΣ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ǘƻǳŎƘŜŘ ōȅ ȅƻǳǊ ƻǿƴ ƘŀƴŘǎΦέ 

Ledesma said businesses should also rethink and offer alternative delivery systems and 

allow customers to have a say in their purchases. 

ά²ƛǘƘ ƻƴƭƛƴŜ ǎƘƻǇǇƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊȅ ƴƻǿ ǘƘŜ ƴƻǊƳΣ ƛǘΩǎ ƳŀŘŜ ǘƘŜ ŜȄŎŜǎǎƛǾŜ ŀƳƻǳƴǘ ƻŦ 

ǇƭŀǎǘƛŎ ǎƻǊǘ ƻŦ ŀƴ ŀŎŎŜǇǘŀōƭŜ ǇǊƛŎŜ ǘƻ Ǉŀȅ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ ŎƻƴǾŜƴƛŜƴŎŜΣέ ǎƘŜ ǎŀƛŘΦ ά5ŜƭƛǾŜǊƛŜǎ ƳŀƪŜ 

purchases and ordering so easy that it sort of feeds into needless consumption. It can 

ŎǊŜŀǘŜ ōŀŘ Ƙŀōƛǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŜǾŜƴǘǳŀƭƭȅ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ƭƛŦŜǎǘȅƭŜǎΦέ 

!ƴŘ ¸ŀƳōŀƻΚ IŜ Ƙŀǎ ǊŜŀƭƛȊŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ Ƙƛǎ ƻƭŘ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜǎ ǿƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴ ŀƴȅǘƛƳŜ 

soon. 

.ǳǘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǾŜǊȅ ƭŜŀǎǘΣ ƘŜΩƭƭ ǊŜŀŎƘ ƻǳǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ online shops to hold back on that added layer 

of plastic, he said. 
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Ψ½ŜǊƻ-ǿŀǎǘŜ ƳŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘȅΩ ƴŀ ōŀƭŀƪ ƛǘŀȅƻ 
sa Albay, inulan ng batikos 
By Bombo Radyo Legazpi 
June 13, 2020 | 8:34 PM 
https://www.bomboradyo.com/zero-waste-management-facility-na-balak-itayo-sa-albay-inulan-ng-batikos/ 

 

LEGAZPI CITY ς Pinawi ng pamahalaang panlalawigan ng Albay ang pangamba ng mga 

ƪŀōŀōŀȅŀƴ ǎŀ ǇƭŀƴƻƴƎ ǇŀƎǘŀǘŀȅƻ ƴƎ άȊŜǊƻ-ǿŀǎǘŜ ƳŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘȅέ ǎŀ [ƛƎŀƻ /ƛǘȅ-Oas 

boundary. 

Una rito, ilang residente ang nagpahayag ng pagkontra sa hakbang sa pangamba sa 

ŀǎǇŜǘƻƴƎ ǇŀƴƎƪŀƭǳǎǳƎŀƴ ŀǘ ŜǇŜƪǘƻ ǎŀ ƪŀƭƛƪŀǎŀƴ ƭŀƭƻ ƴŀΩǘ ƘŀȊŀǊŘƻǳǎ ǿŀǎǘŜǎ ŀƴƎ 

ipoproseso sa lugar. 

Ayon kay Danny Garcia, tagapagsalita ni Gov. Al Francis Bichara sa panayam ng Bombo 

Radyo Legazpi na taliwas sa kuro-kuro ng ilan, walang mangyayari pagbuga ng 

mapanganib na usok o anupaman mula sa itatayong planta. 

By-product na aniya na magiging kapaki-pakinabang sa mga tao ang lalabas matapos na 

dumaan sa pasilidad ang mga toxic wastes. 

Malaking tulong rin umano ito para sa mga local government units na walang landfill 

habang aprubado na rin ng mga government agencies kagaya ng Department of 

Environment and Nautural Resources. 

5ŜǇŜƴǎŀ Ǉŀ ƴƎ ƻǇƛǎȅŀƭ ƴŀ ƘƛƴŘƛ ǇŀǎƛǎƛƳǳƭŀƴ ŀƴƎ ǇǊƻȅŜƪǘƻ ƘŀƴƎƎŀΩǘ ƘƛƴŘƛ ƴŀǘŀǘŀǇƻǎ ŀƴƎ 

konsultasyon sa concerned sector ukol sa mga bentaheng dala nito. 
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12 opisyal, kawani ng 2 developers kinasuhan sa 
pagputol ng 45 pine trees  
Raymund Catindig  
June 14, 2020 - 12:00am  
https://www.philstar.com/pilipino-star-ngayon/probinsiya/2020/06/14/2020707/12-opisyal-kawani-ng-2-
developers-kinasuhan-sa-pagputol-ng-45-pine-trees 

 

TUGUEGARAO CITY,  Cagayan, Philippines  - Isinampa ng piskalya kamakalawa ang 

kasong kriminal laban sa 12 opisyal at kawani ng dalawang real estate developer na 

ǳƳŀƴƻΩȅ ǎŀŘȅŀƴƎ ƴƛƭŀǎƻƴ ƘŀƴƎƎŀƴƎ ƳŀƳŀǘŀȅ ang 45 na pine trees sa Baguio City 

kamakalawa. 

Sinabi ni Baguio City Mayor Benjamin Magalong na nilabag ng Gateluck Corporation at 

Greatzone Enterprises ang Environment Code ng lungsod na nagbabawal ng sadyang 

pagkitil sa mga pamosong nilang pine tree. 

Ayon kay Magalong, nakitaan ng piskalya ng ebidensiya ang ginawang pagbutas at 

pagsaksak ng lason ng mga kawani ng dalawang developers sa mga puno sa kahabaan ng 

Legarda road. 

Ito ay upang unti-unting mamatay ang mga puno na nagsisilbing balakid sa proyekto ng 

dalawang kompanya. 

Sinabi ni Magalong na may halos P1 milyon na halagang danyos ang inabot dulot ng 

pagkakasira ng mga puno. 
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Batangas City named Philippine winner of WWF 
challenge  
Rhodina Villanueva  
June 14, 2020 - 12:00am  
https://www.philstar.com/headlines/2020/06/14/2020752/batangas-city-named-philippine-winner-wwf-
challenge 

 

MANILA, Philippines τ The capital city of Batangas province has been named the 

tƘƛƭƛǇǇƛƴŜ ǿƛƴƴŜǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǘŜǎǘ ŜŘƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ²ƻǊƭŘ ²ƛŘŜ CǳƴŘ ŦƻǊ bŀǘǳǊŜ ό²²CύΩǎ hƴŜ 

Planet City Challenge (OPCC), joining national winners from 22 countries worldwide. 

WWF-tƘƛƭƛǇǇƛƴŜǎ ŜȄŜŎǳǘƛǾŜ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ WƻŜƭ tŀƭƳŀ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ ŎƻƳǇǊŜƘŜƴǎƛǾŜ ŎƭƛƳŀǘŜ 

mitigation and adaptation plan, which includes interventions based on city-specific 

climate vulnerabilities, impressed the urban sustainability experts from across the globe 

that compose the OPCC jury. 

He added that Batangas City also reported an ambitious target for carbon neutrality by 

2030 and its vision to be the first carbon-neutral city in the Philippines. 

In a lŜǘǘŜǊ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ht// ǘŜŀƳ ƛƴ {ǘƻŎƪƘƻƭƳΣ ǘƘŜ ƧǳǊȅ ŀŎƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ 

aggressive efforts in promoting climate risk assessment.             

ά.ŀǘŀƴƎŀǎ /ƛǘȅ ǎƘƻǿŜŘ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊƭȅ ǎǘǊƻƴƎ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜ ǊŜƭŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ƛǘǎ ǾƛǎƛƻƴΦ ¢ƘŜ Ŏƛǘȅ 

scored well across different indicators, especially political action and climate risk 

ŀǎǎŜǎǎƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ŜǾƛŘŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ŀŎǘƛƻƴΣ ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ǊŜƭŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ŀŘŀǇǘŀǘƛƻƴΦέ 

Together with Batangas City, fellow finalists Muntinlupa and Santa Rosa, Cagayan de 

Oro, Davao, Dipolog, La Carlota, Pasig, San Carlos, Tagum, Malolos, Parañaque and 

vǳŜȊƻƴ /ƛǘȅ ǿŜǊŜ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎ ǊƻǎǘŜǊ ƻŦ ǉǳŀƭƛŦƛŜǊǎ ŦƻǊ ht// нлмф-2020. 

Palma praised the City of Batangas, as well as the other local qualifiers, for representing 

the Philippines well.             

άL ǿƻǳƭŘ like to commend the Batangas City local government unit (LGU) and all the 

other LGUs who have taken part in the OPCC. I would like to commend their efforts in 

finding solutions to ensure that development is made sustainable by putting into the 

equation the environment and people. 

The challenges we are facing now, particularly the pandemic, proves that there is a 

direct link between the health of the environment and the health and well being of 

ǇŜƻǇƭŜΣέ tŀƭƳŀ ǇƻƛƴǘŜŘ ƻǳǘΦ 
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Renewable energy to play big role in power 
stability  
Danessa Rivera  
14, 2020 - 12:00am  
https://www.philstar.com/business/2020/06/14/2020669/renewable-energy-play-big-role-power-stability 

 

MANILA, Philippines τ wŜƴŜǿŀōƭŜ ŜƴŜǊƎȅ ǿƛƭƭ Ǉƭŀȅ ŀ ƪŜȅ ǊƻƭŜ ƛƴ ƛƳǇǊƻǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎ 

power stability as Yuchengco-led PetroEnergy Resources Corp. (PERC) has produced 

steady power generation from its renewable portfolio during the lockdown. 

PERC expects demand for reliable and efficient electricity supply to increase as 

businesses shift to digital and technological processes for contactless transactions 

ƘŜŀŘƛƴƎ ǘƻǿŀǊŘ ǘƘŜ άƴŜǿ ƴƻǊƳŀƭΦέ 

άtƻǎǘ-COVID, we anticipate that businesses will start their recovery activities and the 

public will continue to adjust to the new normal, and having a more resilient power 

supply can make this happen faster and easier. This is why we ensured that our RE 

facilities ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ǘƻ ƻǇŜǊŀǘŜ ŘŜǎǇƛǘŜ ǘƘŜ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ŎǊƛǎƛǎΣέǎŀƛŘ 5ŀǾŜ DŀŘƛŀƴƻΣ ƘŜŀŘ ƻŦ 

energy trading and marketing of PERC subsidiary PetroGreen Energy Corp. 

t9w/ ŀƴŘ tD9/Ωǎ ǇƻǿŜǊ Ǉƭŀƴǘǎ ǊŜƳŀƛƴŜŘ ƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǎƛƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ǉǳŀǊŀƴǘƛƴŜ ƛƴ 

March, generating a total of 26.81 gigawatt-hours of power from March 16 to May 31. 

Despite the 30 percent drop in energy demand due to decreased economic activities, RE 

facilities continued to export power to the grid. 

This is because under the RE Act of 2008, RE power plants are ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘ άƳǳǎǘ 

ŘƛǎǇŀǘŎƘΣέ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƘŜƭǇŜŘ ǎǘŀōƛƭƛȊŜ ǇƻǿŜǊ ǎǳǇǇƭȅ ŜǾŜƴ ƛŦ Ƴƻǎǘ w9 ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘƛŜǎ ƘŀǾŜ ǾŀǊƛŀōƭŜ 

output and many huge coal power plants were on shutdown due to repairs and fuel 

supply disruptions during the quarantine. 

Most RE facilities have simpler operations, allowing work efficiency and resilience 

despite the lockdowns as they are reliant on indigenous fuel, PGEC assistant vice 

president Paul Elmer Morala said. 

ά/ƻƳǇŀǊŜŘ ǘƻ Ŧƻǎǎƛƭ-fueled power plants, which are reliant on imported coal or 

petroleum, RE power plants utilize indigenous resources and its operation is generally 

less dependent on global supply chain, which has been severely disrupted by COVID-мфΣέ 

he said. 

Moving forward, Morala said RE projects have more potential to grow beyond this 

health crisis. 

ά¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀ ƎǊƻǿƛƴƎ Ǝƭƻōŀƭ ŎƻƴǎŜƴǎǳǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǊŜƴŜǿŀōƭŜ ŜƴŜǊƎȅ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ ŀ ǎǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƭŜ 

power sector. The COVID-19 pandemic has undoubtedly emphasized the benefits of 

ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ŀ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘ w9 ǎƘŀǊŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎ ǎǳǇǇƭȅ ƳƛȄΦ !ƳƻƴƎ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǎƻurces, RE is in a  
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stability  
 

better position to adapt to the new normal or post-pandemic scenario because of its 

resiliency, indigenous nature and emissions-free characteristics vital in a healthy and 

ŎƭŜŀƴ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘΣέ ƘŜ ǎŀƛŘΦ 

w9 ƴƻǿ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘǎ ŦƻǊ ур ǇŜǊŎŜƴǘ ƻŦ t9w/Ωǎ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǾŜƴǳŜΦ 

In 2019, the company successfully put online its newest and fifth RE power facility, the 

20-megawatt (MW) Tarlac-2 solar power plant. 

¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ƛƴ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳǇŀƴȅΩǎ нл-MW Maibarara-1 and 12-MW Maibarara-2 

geothermal power plants in Batangas, the 36-MW Nabas wind power plant in Aklan, and 

the 50-MW Tarlac-1 solar power plant in Tarlac. 
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Makukulay na 'Eco-Masks' sa Negros Occidental layon 
na protektahan din ang kalikasan 
ABS-CBN News 
Posted at Jun 13 2020 02:46 PM | Updated as of Jun 13 2020 03:28 PM 
https://news.abs-cbn.com/news/06/13/20/makukulay-na-eco-masks-sa-negros-occidental-layon-na-
protektahan-din-ang-kalikasan 

 

 

Abala ang mahahani na gumawa ng "Eco-Mask. Larawan mula kay Bro. Jaazeal Jakosalem  

Nagtulong-tulong ang mga local artist, Augustinian Recollect brothers at sisters pati na ang mga 

boluntayong mga mananahi sa Negros Occidental para makagawa ng mga makukulay at ecologically-

friendly face mask o "Eco-Mask." 

Layunin nilang mabigyan ng dagdag na proteksiyon ang mga marginalized sector na naapektuan ng 

COVID-19 pandemic, bukod sa magpahatid ng mensahe sa sinumang magsusuot ng mga ito. 

Ang advocacy na ito ay pinangunahan nina Bro. Jaazeal Jakosalem ng Augustinian Recollect Solidarity 

Network International at ang kaniyang kapatid na si Jazer Jude na nagmamay-ari ng printery at apparel 

store. 

Ilan sa mensaheng ipinahahatid ng mga artistically designed eco-mask ay ang pagpapahalaga sa 

kapaligiran at karapatang pangtao. 

Ito ay ilan sa mga disenyo ng "Eco-Mask" na tinatahi ngayon sa Negros Occidental. Larawan mula kay 

Bro. Jaazeal Jakosalem 

Ayon kay Jakosalem, milyong disposable face mask ang itinatapon kada araw, bagay na nakadaragdag 

sa problema sa polusyon. Dagdag pa nila, nagiging sanhi rin ito ng pagbaha dahil bumabara ang mga 

itinapon sa mask sa waterways. 

άLƳŀƎƛƴŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘƭȅ ǇǊƻŘǳŎƛƴƎ Ǝƭƻōŀƭƭȅ мр ōƛƭƭƛƻƴ ƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŘƛǎǇƻǎŀōƭŜ ŦŀŎŜ ƳŀǎƪǎΦ 

The rising demand is equal to rising pollution. This is totally immoral and a t 

otal disaster to nature. We cannot add to the growing human crisis of the COVID pandemic with 

another ecological disaster. May our initiative in making eco face masks be able to inspire others to 

ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻǿƴ ǊŜǳǎŀōƭŜ ŦŀŎŜ ƳŀǎƪΣέ ŀƴƛȅŀΦ 

Sabi ni Jakosalem, ang Eco-mask ay isang global campaign ng Augustinian Recollect Solidarity Network 

International para masawata ang masamang epekto ng disposable mask sa kapaligiran. 
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