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DENR, NGOs partner for watershed rehab 
BYJONATHAN L. MAYUGA FEBRUARY 21, 2022 

THE Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) and DENR-Region 4A 

announced partnering with various nongovernment organizations (NGOs) to boost the ongoing 

rehabilitation efforts in the Marikina Watershed. 

The partnership was formalized with the signing of a memorandum of agreement (MOA) that 

will highlight the use of bamboo as planting materials and the application of bamboo production 

technology and good agro-forest practices. 

The signatories are officials and representatives from the Rotary International District 3830, 

Samahang Kawayan ng Karugo Agri Farmers Association, Philippine Bamboo Foundation Inc. 

and DENR-Calabarzon during simple ceremonies held at the DENR Central Office on February 

16. 

The objective of the partnership is to establish bamboo social enterprises while raising crops 

according to the DENR guidelines. 

The program will cover 20 hectares within the Marikina Watershed that will be distributed under 

the DENR’s enhanced “National Greening Program,” or NGP. 

The initial phase of the project will involve the establishment of the nursery which includes the 

raising of bamboo planting materials for a period of six to eight months, while the second phase 

involves the transplanting of grown bamboo planting materials within the 20-hectare land 

allocated for Rotary International District 3830 with the partnership of Samahang Kawayan ng 

Karugo Agri Farmers Association. 

The MOA sets the protection of the land for a total of five years. 

During the ceremony, the DENR and Rotary International District 3830 also led the turnover of 

checks worth P1 million to the Samahang Kawayan ng Karugo Agri Farmers Association for 

the funding of the rehabilitation project. 

The project was initiated by the Philippine Bamboo Industry Development Council and Task 

Force “Tayo Ang Kalikasan” (we are the environment). 

DENR-Region 4A Executive Director Nilo B. Tamoria said in a statement that agency officials 

have recognized bamboo as primary species for the NGP. Tamoria also cited that one of the 

strategies is watershed management in the Upper Marikina River Basin through riverbanks 

stabilization to prevent soil erosion. 

In 2021, a seedling nursery was established in Sitio Karugo, Barangay San Rafael, Rodriguez, 

Rizal, by the Rotary International Districts 3780 and 3830, he added. 

According to Tamoria, the program “will be very instrumental in achieving the total 

rehabilitation” of the Marikina Watershed. 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://businessmirror.com.ph/2022/02/21/denr-ngos-partnerfor-watershed-rehab/  
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Battle cannon replica na magsisilbing pisikal na 
pananda sa laban sa paglilinis ng Manila Bay, 
ipatatayo ng DENR at DND sa Manila Baywalk 
By RadyoMaN Manila -Feb. 19, 2022 at 2:00pm 

 

Sa hangaring makapag-iwan ng pisikal na pananda sa mga nakamit na tagumpay sa “Battle 

for Manila Bay” rehabilitation program, nagkasundo ang Department of Environment and 

Natural Resources (DENR) at ang Department of National Defense (DND) ang pagpapatayo 

cannon replica sa bahagi ng Roxas Boulevard Baywalk sa lungsod ng Maynila. 

Ang cannon replica ay may sukat na 19.04 cubic meters, habang ang original barrel nito ay 

nasa 37 feet at may timbang na sampung tonelada. 

Partikular na ipupwesto ito sa may 251.1-cubic meter concrete platform sa bahagi ng Remedios 

area. 

Target ng DENR at DND na makumpleto ang cannon replica sa April 9, 2022 kasabay ng 

selebrasyon Araw ng Kagitingan. 

Nais ng DENR na katulad ng “heavily fortified” Fort Drum cannon na nagsilbing line of defense 

ng Maynila noong naval invasion ng Espanya, magsisilbi ring paala-ala ang proyekto sa 

rehabilitation program na nagproteka historical bay laban sa polusyon at pagkasira. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://rmn.ph/battle-cannon-replica-na-magsisilbing-pisikal-na-pananda-sa-laban-sa-

paglilinis-ng-manila-bay-ipatatayo-ng-denr-at-dnd-sa-manila-

baywalk/?fbclid=IwAR1TxDT4Axk_BcEfKHIMD9XLkPwqsA97S3MT2im9CF1SF6xFtTP_

Yyi8ka0  

 

https://rmn.ph/author/radyoman/
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DENR OIC to ‘make the most’ of 4 months as 
Cimatu exits 
BYJONATHAN L. MAYUGA FEBRUARY 21, 2022 

WITH the resignation of Environment Secretary Roy A. Cimatu for health 

reasons, Undersecretary Jim Sampulna, who takes over as officer-in-charge, vowed to make 

the most of the next four months. 

“I will be serving as OIC in the next four months.  It will be a tough job but I plan to make the 

most of that remaining four months,” he said, adding that he was surprised by Malacañang’s 

designation of him as DENR OIC. 

Sampulna will reach the mandatory age of 65 on June 2, or a good 28 days before the June 30 

turnover from the present administration to the next. 

While four months will not be enough time to make the changes he has in mind for the DENR, 

he said it will be enough to make a meaningful change “for the next,” like preparing everything 

for the DENR chief. 

Sampulna said he plans to review the organizational structure of the DENR and make some 

changes. “I want to make sure that the employees who receive their salary from the taxes paid 

by the people are deserving,” he said. 

Surprised 

“I WAS quite surprised,” Sampulna told the BusinessMirror.  “I wasn’t really expecting this,” he 

said. 

Sampulna admitted that even him was surprised by the decision of his predecessor to resign. 

“I really didn’t expect him to resign. He has done a lot in the DENR,” he said. 

Sampulna said that Cimatu never gave any indication to any one in the agency that he is ailing. 

“Maybe because of his background as a soldier, that you won’t really notice he is sick,” 

Sampulna said in a mix of English and Filipino. 

The last time they talked, however, the DENR chief confided he is “tired.” 

“Maybe because he was affected by the demise of his wife.  You know, he loves her very 

much,” he said. 

Sampulna, a forester who joined the then Forestry Bureau in 1977, got his appointment as 

regular employee under then DENR Secretary Teodoro Q. Peña during the term of President 

Ferdinand E. Marcos. 

Prayer for Cimatu 

Environmental group Greenpeace Philippines expressed surprise at Cimatu’s resignation. 

“We are praying he recovers from his health situation,” Greenpeace Philippines Country 

Director Lea Guerrero said in a statement. 

Greenpeace Philippines expressed hope that the new DENR OIC will deliver on the agency’s 

mandates, especially in the areas of climate action, solid waste management, and ensuring 

safe air quality, among others.” 

 

“We also hope that in the next administration, the new president will appoint a DENR chief who 

is fit and committed to implementing policies that prioritize the well-being of communities over 

business interests, particularly in the face of the climate and environmental emergency. 
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“We also hope that in the next administration, the new president will appoint a DENR chief who 

is fit and committed to implementing policies that prioritize the well-being of communities over 

business interests, particularly in the face of the climate and environmental emergency. 

This is especially needed, with communities in Visayas and Mindanao still dealing with the 

aftermath of Typhoon Odette. 

“The next six years is a critical period where climate action must be the country’s central policy 

agenda. The climate crisis, compounded by pollution and biodiversity crises, will impact food 

security, water supply, livelihoods, and people’s health—and will undo economic gains and 

efforts on poverty reduction. The next administration must ensure the DENR will stay true to its 

mandate to protect the environment and the well-being of all Filipinos,” Guerrero said. 

Anti-mining advocates under Alyansa Tigil Mina were also surprised by Cimatu’s 

resignation. Jaybee Garganera, national coordinator of ATM, appealed to Sampulna “to listen 

to mining-affected communities and open the lines for discussion on resolving mining issues 

and concerns.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://businessmirror.com.ph/2022/02/21/denr-oic-to-make-the-most-of-4-months-as-

cimatu-exits/  
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Key projects ng DENR, tuloy kahit nagbitiw si 

Cimatu 

 
February 20, 2022 @ 2:40 PM  16 hours ago 

MANILA, Philippines – Magpapatuloy ang mga key projects ng Department of Environment and 

Natural Resources (DENR) kahit pa nagbitiw na sa pwesto ang kalihim nito na si Roy Cimatu 

noong Biyernes. 

Kabilang sa mga proyektong ito ay ang partnership ng DENR at Department of National 

Defense para sa pagtatayo ng cannon replica sa Roxas Boulevard Baywalk sa Maynila at ang 

rehabilitasyon ng Marikina Watershed. 

Ang pagkumpleto at pagpapasinaya ng Fort Drum Island cannon malapit sa Remedios 

drainage outfall ay gaganapin sa pagdiriwang ng Araw ng Kagitingan sa Abril 9 upang 

magsilbing pisikal na paalala sa pangako ng DENR na ayusin ang Manila Bay. 

Ang Fort Drum Island, o mas kilala bilang “El Fraile Island,” ay isa sa apat na islang 

matatagpuan sa bunganga ng Manila Bay na nagsisilbing linya ng depensa at pumrotekta sa 

Maynila mula sa pagsalakay ng mga Espanyol noong World War II. 

“This landmark shall depict the three battles in Manila Bay: the Spanish-American War, 

Japanese-American War and now, the modern battle for Manila Bay,” saad ng DENR sa 

inilabas nitong news release kahapon. 

Ang cannon replica ay may sukat na 19.04 cubic meters, habang ang orihinal na barrel ay 37 

talampakan at may bigat na 10 tonelada. 

Itatayo ito sa 251.1-cubic meter concrete platform. 

Samantala, nakipagtulungan naman ang DENR-Calabarzon sa ilang non-government 

organizations (NGOs) para sa rehabilitasyon ng Marikina Watershed sa pamamagitan ng 

paggamit ng bamboo planting materials. 

Saklaw ng programa ang 20 ektarya sa loob ng Marikina Watershed, na ipapamahagi sa ilalim 

ng Enhanced National Greening Program ng DENR. 

Pebrero 16 nang lagdaan ng Rotary International District 3830, Samahang Kawayan ng Karugo 

Agri Farmers Association, Philippine Bamboo Foundation Inc., at ng DENR Calabarzon sa 

pangunguna ni Executive Director Nilo Tamoria ang MOA para sa mabigyan ang mga 

katuwang sa programa ng pagsasanay sa bamboo production technology at agro-forest upang 

makapagtatag ng bamboo social enterprises habang nagpapalago ng mga pananim. 

“Bamboo is not just an alternative to construction materials but it also helps in mitigating climate 

change. This is why I am pushing for the creation of mini bamboo forests in the country which 

will also spur a vibrant bamboo lumber industry,” saad ni Cimatu. 

Kasabay nito, pinangunahan din ng DENR at ng Rotary 

International District 3830 ang turnover ng tseke na nagkakahalaga 
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Kasabay nito, pinangunahan din ng DENR at ng Rotary International District 3830 ang turnover 

ng tseke na nagkakahalaga ng P1 milyon sa Samahang Kawayan ng Karugo Agri Farmers 

Association para pondohan ang proyekto. 

Ang proyekto ay pinasimulan ng Philippine Bamboo Industry Development Council at ng Task 

Force Tayo Ang Kalikasan. 

Ang Marikina Watershed ay ang siyang kumokontrol sa daloy ng tubig at binabawasanang 

panganib ng mga pagbaha at pagguho ng lupa sa mabababang lungsod tulad ng Marikina. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.remate.ph/key-projects-ng-denr-tuloy-kahit-nagbitiw-si-cimatu/  
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Key projects ng DENR, tuloy kahit nagbitiw na si 
Cimatu 
By RadyoMaN Manila -Feb. 20, 2022 at 7:41am 

 

Tuloy pa rin ang pagsasakatuparan sa malalaking proyekto ng Department of Environment and 

Natural Resources (DENR) kahit pa nagbitiw na sa pwesto ang kalihim nito na si Roy Cimatu. 

Kabilang sa mga proyektong ito ay ang pagtatayo ng cannon replica sa Roxas Boulevard 

Baywalk sa Maynila at ang rehabilitasyon ng Marikina Watershed. 

Katuwang ng DENR sa pagtatayo ng Fort Drum Island cannon ang Department of National 

Defense na target makumpleto at mapasinayaan sa mismong Araw ng Kagitingan sa Abril 9. 

Ang Fort Drum Island, o mas kilala bilang “El Fraile Island,” ay isa sa apat na islang 

matatagpuan sa bunganga ng Manila Bay na nagsilbing depensa ng Maynila mula sa 

pagsalakay ng mga Espanyol noong World War II. 

Samantala, katuwang naman ng DENR-Calabarzon ang ilang Non-Government Organizations 

(NGOs) para sa rehabilitasyon ng Marikina Watershed sa pamamagitan ng paggamit ng 

bamboo planting materials. 

Ang Marikina Watershed ay ang siyang kumokontrol sa daloy ng tubig at binabawasan ang 

panganib ng mga pagbaha at pagguho ng lupa sa mabababang lungsod sa Kamaynilaan tulad 

ng Marikina. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://rmn.ph/key-projects-ng-denr-tuloy-kahit-nagbitiw-na-si-

cimatu/?fbclid=IwAR09liIIvp2YUZZ6yPu0zLhcCUiOxtbsjV8BpHl0dkRqrhVesy1Ra-TicBA  
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Was it really health reasons why Cimatu quit? 
FEB 20, 2022, 10:56 AM 

Rose De La Cruz 

Columnist 

Was the hasty departure/resignation of Environment Secretary Roy Cimatu really 

because of health reasons? Browsing through the net would not yield any medical 

history of Cimatu. But is he embarking on other missions or plans for the incoming 

administration? 

UPON reading the report from the Palace about Environment and Natural Resources Secretary 

Roy Agullana Cimatu quitting his post for “health reasons” I browsed long hours searching for 

any medical report on this bemedaled general, who on June 22, 2020, was assigned by the 

President to oversee the COVID19 response in Cebu City, which by then had the highest 

number of infections in the country. 

Other than that, no other material linking his family’s medical history to his medical condition 

now except for his age, he is now 75 (born on July 4, 1946). 

Cimatu, who assumed the top post at DENR on May 18, 2017 (until his resignation on February 

18) had been harshly criticized in recent months for his lifting of the ban on open pit mining and 

investing on the dolomite sand beach in Manila Bay, when the country was deep into the 

pandemic. 

Reactions to his resignation 

But even his harshest critics were moved by his resignation. The Alyansa Tigil Mina (ATM), 

which has been critical of the DENR’s policies on mining, said in a statement: 

“We are surprised by Sec. Roy Cimatu’s resignation as DENR Secretary. We are praying he 

recovers from his health situation.” 

ATM also called on Undersecretary Jim Sampulna, the OIC, 

“to listen to mining-affected communities and open the lines for discussion on resolving mining 

issues and concerns.” 

The nongovernment alliance also aired hopes that the DENR would consider “re-imposing the 

ban on open-pit mining and the suspension of operations of mining sites that are detrimental to 

communities.” 

Cimatu, a former Armed Forces chief of staff, was tapped by President Duterte to head the 

DENR in 2017. 

Global environmental watchdog, Greenpeace (Phils) country director Lea Guerrero said: 
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“Greenpeace Philippines wishes Mr. Cimatu good health as he vacates a very crucial role.” 

“With only a few months remaining in Mr. Cimatu’s unexpired term, we are hoping that DENR, 

under the leadership of OIC Jim Sampulna, will deliver on the agency’s mandates, especially 

in the areas of climate action, solid waste management, and ensuring safe air quality, among 

others.” 

Cabinet Secretary Karlo Nograles (who announced to palace reporters Cimatu’s resignation) 

said “we wish Secretary Cimatu good health as he transitions from his decades-long and stellar 

service in government to private life.” Nograles said. 

Cimatu replaced Lopez in 2017 when she was rejected by the congressional Commission on 

Appointments. 

Environmentalists also criticized the DENR under Cimatu's leadership for granting 

environmental compliance certificates for the New Manila International Airport in Bulacan and 

the New Centennial Water Source-Kaliwa Dam Project in Rizal and Quezon provinces, which 

are feared to harm the environment and communities. 

Cimatu and mistahs visit Veterans Hospital 

Last September 26, 2018 Cimatu, accompanied by Undersecretary Rodolfo Garcia and several 

mistahs of PMA Class 1970, toured the Veterans Memorial Medical Center in line with PMA 

Class 1970 members to have their own ward inside VMMC. Was he preparing for his eventual 

hospitalization? 

After the tour, they identified an open area right outside the rooftop of Ward 21 where the Class 

1970 ward will be erected. 

Several PMA Class Associations had initiated and supported infra projects in the hospital. 

Recently, the Association of General and Flag Officers (AGFO) funded the renovation of the 

AGFO Suite at Ward-21. Similarly, PMA “Sandigan” Class öf 1982 sponsored the renovation 

of a private ward at Ward-11. Currently, the construction and extension of six private rooms at 

the opposite end of Ward 21 is ongoing. This infrastructure project is financially supported by 

PMA “Matikas” Class of 1983, said a report on VMMC website. 

Long list of govt. posts 

After graduating at PMA in 1970, Cimatu was immediately assigned in Cotabato City as platoon 

leader and executive officer of the Alpha Company of the 11th Infantry Battalion under the 3rd 

Infantry Division. 

Then as commander of the 4th ID of the Philippine Army based in Cagayan de Oro from 1999 

to 2001, he led the campaign against the MILF which resulted in the capture of most of its 46 

camps in Lanao del Sur and Maguindanao. He earned the moniker “General Pacman” for his 

efficiency during the “all out war” of President Estrada. 

In 2001, Cimatu was appointed as the Commanding General of the Armed Forces of the 

Philippines Southern Command (SOUTHCOM) based in Zamboanga City (now AFP Western 

Mindanao Command). During his short stint as Southcom chief, he took part in the first 

Balikatan 02-1 military exercise between the US and Philippines. 

In May 2002, President Arroyo appointed him as the 30th AFP Chief of Staff for his 36 years of 

military service, when he crafted and implemented a comprehensive anti-terrorist campaign 

plan to break the backbone of the Abu Sayyaf and to decimate other terror groups. He 

spearheaded Operation Endgame in Sulu under Operation Enduring Freedom that eventually 

led to the killing of Abu Sayyaf leader Abu Sabaya in June 2002.[5] Cimatu retired on 

September 10, 2002 and was replaced by Benjamin Defensor Jr. as AFP chief. 
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As a former chief of staff, Cimatu was accused by former AFP budget officer Col. George 

Rabusa of receiving send-off money or pabaon when he retired in September 2002. During the 

Senate hearing on the 2011 Armed Forces of the Philippines corruption scandal, Rabusa said 

the retiring AFP chiefs, which also included Diomedio Villanueva and Angelo Reyes, received 

at least ₱50 million from the pabaon system. The Department of Justice filed plunder charges 

against Cimatu and other high-ranking AFP officials in June 2011 for allegedly accumulating ill-

gotten wealth sourced from the conversion of military funds. Rodrigo Duterte, then the mayor 

of Davao City, defended Cimatu from the allegation saying “ I do not believe that Gen. Roy 

Cimatu has millions.” In April 2013 the Office of the Ombudsman recommended the dismissal 

of the plunder charges for lack of evidence. 

His awards in the military are: 

The former military chief-turned-environment secretary oversaw the six-month rehabilitation of 

Boracay, the country’s most famous tourist island. 

He also led the restoration of Manila Bay, which includes transforming a polluted stretch of the 

bay’s shoreline into an artificial white sand beach made from crushed dolomite rocks. 

During his term as environment chief, the retired Army general sought to strengthen the 

enforcement of the country’s environmental laws by pushing for the creation of Environmental 

Protection and Enforcement Bureau. 

Cimatu also chaired the government’s Task Force Build Back Better, directed by the President 

to ensure post-disaster rehabilitation efforts in typhoon-hit areas. 
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DENR sa mga kandidato: Kulong, multa sa 

pagdidikit ng campaign posters sa puno 

 
February 20, 2022 @ 10:40 AM  20 hours ago 

MANILA, Philippines – Nagbabala ang Department of Environment and Natural Resources 

(DENR) sa Eastern Visayas sa mga kandidato sa Halalan 2022 at sa kanilang mga tagasuporta 

na iwasang maglagay ng campaign materials sa mga puno. 

Ipinaliwanag ni DENR-8 Regional Executive Director Tirso Parian, Jr. na ipinagbabawal ng 

Republic Act 3571 ang pagputol, pagsira, o pagpinsala sa mga nakatanim o lumalaking puno, 

namumulaklak na halaman at shrubs o mga halaman na may magagandang halaga sa mga 

pampublikong kalsada, sa mga plaza, parke, paaralan, o sa anumang iba pang lugar ng 

pampublikong kasiyahan. 

Sinabi rin niya na ang lalabag dito ay may kaakibat na parusa na pagkakakulong ng anim na 

buwan hanggang dalawang taon, o multang hindi bababa sa P500.00, at hindi hihigit sa 

P5,000.00, o pareho, base sa Section 3 ng Presidential Decree 953. 

Idinagdag ni Parian na ang Commission on Elections (Comelec), sa pamamagitan ng Fair 

Elections Act, ay maaaring magbigay ng awtorisasyon sa mga partidong pampulitika na 

lumikha ng mga common poster areas para sa kanilang mga kandidato sa mga pampublikong 

lugar, ngunit sa anumang pagkakataon ay hindi nito dapat italaga bilang poster areas ang 

anumang mga puno, halaman, o shrubs. sa mga pampublikong kalsada. 

“Sa iba’t ibang benepisyo sa ekolohiya at kalusugan na ibinibigay ng mga puno, tulungan natin 

ang isa’t isa sa pag-iingat at pag-iwas sa ating mga puno sa anumang hindi kanais-nais na 

pagkilos laban dito,” aniya. 

“Ang pagputol o pananakit ng mga puno sa pamamagitan ng pag-post o pagpapako ng mga 

materyales sa halalan ay mga paglabag na pinapahintulutan ng ating mga batas hindi lamang 

ngayong panahon ng halalan kundi sa araw-araw,” dagdag niya. RNT 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.remate.ph/denr-sa-mga-kandidato-kulong-multa-sa-pagdidikit-ng-

campaign-posters-sa-puno/  
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Nailigtas na Philippine eagle, nai-turn over na sa 
PH eagle center 
ABS-CBN News 

Posted at Feb 20 2022 03:11 PM 

 
Larawan mula sa CENREO 2B, Lanao del Sur. 

Inilipat na ang isang nailigtas na Philippine Eagle sa Philippine Eagle Center sa Davao City 
nitong Pebrero 12. 

Naligtas ang Philippine Eagle noong Pebrero 9 sa bayan ng Marogong sa Lanao del Sur at 
dinala sa Community Environment, Natural Resources, and Energy Office (CENREO) para sa 
first-aid treatment. 

Batay sa initial observation ng Department of Environment and Natural Resources Region 9, 
ang agila ay may wingspan na 51 centimeters at timbang na limang kilo. 

May nakitang bone fracture o bali sa buto sa kanang pakpak ng agila, at may nawawala ring 
balahibo rito. 

Pinangalanan ng mga awtoridad ang Philippine Eagle na si “Bangsa Bae” bilang pagkilala sa 
kababaihan ng Bangsamoro. 

“It is also to commemorate the significant efforts and sacrifices of the mothers, wives, and 
daughters of the Mujahideens (freedom fighters) of the Bangsamoro people,” ayon sa pahayag 
ng Ministry of Environment, Natural Resources, and Energy ng Bangsamoro Autonomous 
Region in Muslim Mindanao. 

Ayon kay CENREO officer Benjamin Alangca, maaring may nesting site sa bandang Mt. 
Kalantimon sa Lanao del Sur ang agila. 

Nagpaalala ang mga awtoridad sa publiko na ipinagbabawal ang pangangaso at bawal ring 
saktan ang mga Philippine Eagle, batay sa Republic Act 9147 o Wildlife Resources 
Conservation and Protection Act. 

—Ulat ni Hernel Tocmo 

 

 

Source: https://news.abs-cbn.com/news/02/20/22/nailigtas-na-philippine-eagle-nai-turn-over-

na?fbclid=IwAR1xDswLnR6YTOicdM3J2RGwy6PqYXC1ayEYqqf-Q6zLr2K7xltqzMJQRHs  
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Krisis sa tubig sa Metro Manila, nagbabadya 
ngayong summer season 
By RadyoMaN Manila -Feb. 19, 2022 at 1:56pm 

 

Nagbabadya ang ‘water crisis’ sa National Capital Region (NCR) sa darating na tag-init. 

Ito ang kinumpirma ng National Water Resources Board (NWRB) kung magpapatuloy ang 

pagbaba ng water level sa Angat Dam. 

Nabatid na 98% ng tubig sa buong Metro Manila ang sinusuplayan ng Angat Dam. 

Sa pagtaya ng ahensiya posibleng maranasan ang kakulangan sa suplay ng tubig sa NCR 

pagsapit ng Abril o Mayo ngayong taon. 

Sa ngayon ay sinisikap na ng mga water supplier at mga regulator na mapigilan ang pagbaba 

pa ng water level sa Angat. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://rmn.ph/krisis-sa-tubig-sa-metro-manila-nagbabadya-ngayong-summer-

season/?fbclid=IwAR2NcmrD3gjaO84saq5pS0b9_4LtzIXS-xg86FTG4ztzRHjfgZ7U1MwfYxk  
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Too many water bodies while supply runs 
short 
COMMONSENSE - Marichu A. Villanueva - The Philippine Star February 21, 2022 | 12:00am 

At this early part of the year, while we still enjoy the relatively cooler season, alarm bells have 

already been raised. It is not the summer period yet in our country. But the specter of our water 

supply shortage looms with the long dry spell ahead. The summer period normally starts in 

April in the Philippines. However, the palpable effects of climate change have rendered our 

country’s dry and wet season now unpredictable. 

The National Water Resources Board (NWRB) reminded the public to start observing water 

conservation measures. Closely monitoring the water elevation in various dams across the 

Philippines, the NWRB advised the public “to ensure that there will be enough water during the 

dry season.” 

In fact, The Philippine Star splashed a photo in our front page last Friday on the status of water 

elevation at the La Mesa Dam in Quezon City. Providing for the drinking water needs of the 

people in the entire National Capital Region (NCR), the water elevation at La Mesa Dam stood 

that day at 78.78 meters below its normal high-water level of 80.15 meters. 

It is quite ironic for Filipinos to live in an archipelagic country surrounded by large bodies of 

water and yet still suffer the recurring problem of water supply shortage. 

Over a breakfast meeting on the same day, Israel ambassador to the Philippines Ilan Fluss 

pointed to the attention-grabbing photo about the feared water crisis anew here. A half-arid 

land located in the Middle East, Israel has been known to be self-sufficient in its own water 

supply primarily with their advanced desalination technology. But according to Amb. Fluss, 

Israel has also made great strides in the treatment of recycled sewage water. 

“Why waste good water for irrigation when treated sewage water can be used?” the Israel 

ambassador rhetorically asked. 

Amb. Fluss disclosed that the Israel Embassy in Manila is putting together a proposal they 

intend to present before the next Congress of the Philippines to tap into this Israeli treatment 

technology of sewage water. He noted there are pending bills in the outgoing 18th Congress 

on a proposed creation of a single body of water authority where this proposal could best fit in 

for the Philippines. 

There are three similar bills pending in various Senate committees. At the House of 

Representatives, House Bill 9948, or the National Water Act approved by four committees 

already on Sept. 6 last year but were not tackled at the floor for plenary debate. Both chambers 

adjourned for the election campaign last Feb. 2 without acting on it. 

Aside from La Mesa Dam, the NWRB also supervises the rest of water dams all over the 

country. Despite the declining water level, the NWRB decided to maintain the current allocation 

of the Metropolitan Waterworks and Sewerage System (MWSS) from the Angat Dam in 

Bulacan. The NWRB earlier urged the public to conserve and use water wisely due to Angat 

Dam’s lower-than-expected water level to ensure that sufficient water is available for municipal 

irrigation and hydropower uses in the subsequent months. 

This brings into the picture the National Irrigation Administration (NIA) which is primarily 

responsible for irrigation development and management as created by Republic Act (RA) 3601 

on June 22, 1963. But aside from the NIA, some of the biggest dams in the country are also 

controlled by the National Power Corp. (NPC) to run these hydro-electric plants. 
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The primary function of the NWRB was spelled out in the Water Code of the Philippines under 

Presidential Decree (PD) 1067. This martial law edict signed in 1976 by the late president 

Ferdinand Marcos amended a previously PD issued in 1974 that first created a National Water 

Resources Council. Under the Water Code, it provided among others that the utilization, 

exploitation, development, control, conservation, or protection of water resources shall be 

subject to the control and regulation of the government through the Council. 

Subsequently, the late president Corazon Aquino reorganized the Council when she signed 

Executive Order No. (EO) 124 in 1987 that renamed and reorganized the Council into NWRB. 

At the same time, it transferred all its technical functions to a Bureau of the Department of 

Public Works and Highways (DPWH). 

Fast forward. When president Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo took over the government, she issued 

EO 123 in 2002 that reconstituted the membership of the NWRB and transferred it to the 

Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR). The NWRB continues to be 

attached to the DENR up to present as a bureau for purposes of administrative control and 

supervision. Incidentally, erstwhile DENR Secretary Roy Cimatu resigned last week due to poor 

health. 

As a policy-making, regulatory and quasi-judicial body, the NWRB was mandated by Mrs. 

Arroyo’s EO 860 in 2010 to desist from regulating the water tariffs on all Water Districts. 

Henceforth, this was given to the Local Water Utilities Administration (LWUA) in accordance 

with PD 198 issued in 1973. 

Like the NIA, the LWUA is a government-owned and controlled corporation (GOCC). But LWUA 

has a specialized lending function mandated by law to promote and oversee the development 

of water supply systems in provincial cities and municipalities outside of Metro Manila. 

For the NCR, it is the MWSS – under the Office of the President – that regulates the two private 

water concessionaires, Manila Water and the Maynilad Water, in supplying the water needs in 

Metro Manila. 

The NWRB alert on anticipated water supply shortage was based from the forecasts of the 

Philippine Atmospheric, Geophysical and Astronomical Services Administration (PAGASA). 

The weather experts of PAGASA said the La Niña phenomenon, or long rainy period, is still 

upon us. It was only on Dec. 16 last year when we had the most devastating force of too much 

water due to typhoon “Odette.” 

The La Niña phenomenon would only last until March, per PAGASA forecast. Then the El Niño 

phenomenon, or the long dry spell, will persists for the rest of this year. 

With so many government agencies on top of the water situation, who needs summer? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.philstar.com/opinion/2022/02/21/2162283/too-many-water-bodies-while-

supply-runs-short  
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Lifting of ban on open pit mining a good start 
By Jed Macapagal -February 21, 2022 

 
Balabag mines in Zamboanga del Sur is operated by Canadian mining firm TVI Resource Developments Philippines Inc. 

Lifting of ban on open pit mining a good start The lifting of the ban on open pit mining is a good 

start in generating interest among global players but more help from the government is needed 

to make them invest in the Philippines, according to Jose Leviste Jr., governor of the Canadian 

Chamber of Commerce of the Philippines (CanCham Philippines). 

“Clearly, we could do more… This relaxation of the open pit mining ban is something positive 

because it will certainly catch the interest of people not only locally but also abroad,” Leviste 

said in a forum hosted by the chamber last week. 

Citing studies, Leviste said 30 percent of the country is potentially rich in mineral ores but only 

3 percent is covered with rights, claims and leases to mine. 

“With this development… what we must do is make it happen. Lobby the government, get the 

support of the Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) and the Department 

of Finance so that we can really proceed and move a little faster on this industry,” Leviste 

added. 

The national government recently lifted the open pit mining ban that was first implemented by 

the DENR in 2017. 

Last year, it also lifted the moratorium on new mineral agreements between the government 

and the private sector which was prohibited since 2012. 

Earlier, Leviste, as special advisor to the Australia-Philippines Business Council, said other 

areas of opportunity in the country include mineral exploration, mining equipment supply, 

engineering services, specialist software and industry education and training. 

The Philippines is the fifth most mineralized country in the world, with the third largest deposits 

of gold, fourth for copper and fifth for nickel. 

The country’s mineral resource assets, valued at approximately A$1.32 trillion, are largely 

untapped. 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://malayaph.com/news_business/lifting-of-ban-on-open-pit-mining-a-good-start/  
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Masungi Georeserve deplores attack on 
forest rangers 
(Philstar.com) - February 20, 2022 - 9:51am 

 
This Feb. 19, 2022 screengrab shows the windshield of one of the vehicles of Masungi rangers, which was 

smashed with a large rock. A group of 30 people associated with illegal resorts in the Upper Marikina 
Watershed attacked seven forest rangers who were merely eating at a carinderia. 

Screengrab from Masungi Georeserve 
 

MANILA, Philippines — Masungi Georeserve on Saturday asked for protection and support 
from the government following an attack on seven forest rangers. 
 
"We deplore in the strongest terms yesterday’s horrific attack on our park rangers by people 
associated with illegal resorts in the Upper Marikina Watershed," Masungi Georeserve said in 
a statement. 
 
What happened: On February 18, the park rangers based in the watershed were eating at a 
carinderia when they were attacked by about 30 people, according to Masungi. 

• The mob "ganged up, clobbered and mauled" the seven rangers when they refused 
to get accosted without a warrant. 
  

• Two rangers were injured and sent to the hospital after the mob of 30 people 
surrounded the rangers' vehicles. One of the vehicles of the rangers was smashed 
with a large rock. 

 
Who did this: Masungi said the mob were people linked to illegal resorts in the Upper Marikina 
Watershed. 

• Jay Sambilay, one of the leaders of the mob, is a suspect in the shooting of two other 
park rangers in July 2021. 
  

• Employees of Erin's Resort were also involved, whose employer Erwin Lomio earlier 
received a cease-and-desist order from the DENR for putting up structures inside the 
protected area. 
  

• Another leader of the attack was Rey Guiriba, a supposed caretaker for properties in 
a PNP general. In January, the rangers confiscated 34 freshly cut trees from him. 

 
Masungi, a conservation area in Baras, Rizal, said the harassment and attack on rangers likely 
stemmed from "underhanded moves" from the DENR to endorse clearances to the illegal 
resorts. 
 
"We decry this despicable violence against forest defenders and we will do everything in our 
power to hold the criminals responsible, including filing criminal complaints against all those 
involved in this attack immediately," it said. — Patricia Lourdes Viray 

Source: https://www.philstar.com/headlines/2022/02/20/2162071/masungi-georeserve-

deplores-attack-forest-rangers/amp/  
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Mangrove planting launched 
Published 4 hours ago on February 21, 2022 03:20 AM 
By Jonas Reyes 

 
Photo: pangasinan.gov.ph 

BOLINAO, Pangasinan — The Office of the Provincial Agriculturist (OPAg) recently conducted 

a mangrove planting activity as well as benchmarking activity at the Provincial Mangrove 

Information Center and Hatchery in Barangay Arnedo here. 

A total of 2,500 mangroves were planted as part of their support for the environmental 

protection and rehabilitation and coastal resource management program of the provincial 

government under the leadership of Governor Amado Espino III. 

OPAg Bolinao field station presented their 10-point programs, projects, and activities to other 

members from the San Quintin, Sta. Barbara and Mangatarem field stations. 

The provincial government is hoping that the best practices of the OPAg Bolinao field station 

would be copied by other field stations in the province. 

The activity was participated in by Provincial Agriculturist Dalisay Moya, OPAg Bolinao Center 

Chief Alvin Soriano, OPAg San Quintin Center Chief Aurelia Cariaga, OPAg Sta. Barbara 

Center Chief Gloria de Guzman, and OPAg Mangatarem Center Chief Evangeline Gonzales. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://tribune.net.ph/index.php/2022/02/21/mangrove-planting-

launched/?utm_source=rss&utm_medium=rss&utm_campaign=mangrove-planting-launched  
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Source: https://www.facebook.com/385030801902812/posts/1332504207155462/?app=fbl   
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DOH logs 1.7K new Covid-19 cases, 3.6K new 
recoveries 
By Ma. Teresa Montemayor February 20, 2022, 5:12 pm 

 
File photo 

MANILA – The Department of Health on Sunday logged 1,712 new cases of coronavirus 
disease 2019 (Covid-19), pushing the nation’s overall tally to 3,652,203. 

This record is just 89 cases higher than the lowest number of daily infections since Dec. 30, 
2021 at 1,623. 

The latest Covid-19 bulletin indicated 60,532 active cases while total recoveries rose to 
3,538,987 after 3,686 new recovered cases were recorded. 

Out of the active cases, 55,102 are mild, 2,848 are moderate, 856 are asymptomatic, 1,421 
are severe, and 305 are critical. 

“Of the 1,712 reported cases today, 1,611 (94 percent) occurred within the recent 14 days  -- 
Feb. 7 to 20, 2022,” the DOH reported. 

The regions with the most cases in the recent two weeks were the National Capital Region 
(NCR) with 316 or 20 percent, Calabarzon with 221 or 14 percent, and Western Visayas with 
180 or 11 percent of the new infections. 

The death toll has reached 55,684 with 77 new deaths, representing 1.52 percent of overall 
cases. 

“Of the 77 deaths, 51 occurred in February 2022 (66 percent), 20 in January 2022 (26 percent), 
3 in October 2021 (4 percent), and 3 in September 2021 (4 percent) due to the late encoding 
of death information to COVIDKaya,” the DOH said. 

 COVIDKaya is a digital application used by healthcare workers to collect and share data about 
Covid-19 cases. 

According to the February 18 data, about 8.8 percent of 28,500 who were tested turned out 
positive for coronavirus. 

“Some 257 duplicates were removed from the total case count as 246 of these are recoveries 
and one is a death,” the DOH said. 

Meanwhile, 61 cases previously tagged as recoveries were reclassified as deaths after 
validation. 

All laboratories were operational on February 18 but three were not able to submit their data to 
the Covid-19 Document Repository System. 

The DOH said the three laboratories contributed, on average, 0.7 percent of samples tested, 
and 0.5 percent among positive individuals based on data in the past 14 days. 
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The DOH said the three laboratories contributed, on average, 0.7 percent of samples tested, 
and 0.5 percent among positive individuals based on data in the past 14 days. 

  

To date, 30 percent of 3,800 intensive care unit (ICU) beds, 26 percent of 20,500 isolation beds, 
20 percent of 14,500 ward beds, and 15 percent of 2,100 ventilators are used by patients with 
Covid-19 nationwide. 

  

In the NCR, 27 percent of 1,200 ICU beds, 23 percent of 4,500 isolation beds, 26 percent of 
4,100 ward beds, and 17 percent of 1,000 ventilators dedicated to patients with Covid-19 are 
in use. (PNA) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1168168  
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Please click this link: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=60Q35xhqBZA 
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Please click this link: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uosSJmaF_7Y 
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Please click this link: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eE1Kal7urSw 
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