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In a virtual ceremony held last Thursday, Environment Secretary Roy Cimatu signed memoranda of
understanding (MOUSs) with USAID for the Sustainable Interventions for Biodiversity, Oceans and
Landscapes (SIBOL) and the Safe Water projects.

STAR/ File

DENR 1 nks P2 Dbillion p

Elizabeth Marcelo (The Philippine Star) - May 31, 2021 - 12:00am

MANILA, Philippines 8 The Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) has
entered into a five-year partnership agreement with the United States Agency for International
Devel opment (USAI D) for P2 billion worth
biodiversity conservation and access to clean water.

In a virtual ceremony held last Thursday, Environment Secretary Roy Cimatu signed
memoranda of understanding (MOUs) with USAID for the Sustainable Interventions for
Biodiversity, Oceans and Landscapes (SIBOL) and the Safe Water projects.

AGi ven the cunthenDENKndesmicommi tted more th
environment al chall enges. We can easily at
Ci matu said, adding that USAI D h a s-tedied partnertfdn (
the environ me nt . 0

SIBOL is a P1.1-billion project that aims to improve the governance of natural resources,
stimulate public and private sector investments in conservation and reduce environmental
crimes.

Safe Water, meanwhile, is an P870-million project that intends to increase access to stable
water supply and sanitation services, as well as to promote sustainable management of water
resources and strengthen the governance and regulation of the water sector.

Under the agreement, the DENR, through its Biodiversity Management Bureau, Forest
Management Bureau and field offices nationwide, shall implement the projects for the next five
years in cooperation with the National Economic and Development Authority (NEDA) and the
National Water Resources Board. The USAID, meanwhile, shall provide the technical
assistance.

The SIBOL and Safe Water initiatives are among the projects under the P7.25 billion USAID-
Philippines agreement on enhanced ecosystems and community resilience signed by the
NEDA and USAID last February.

A T otgeg through these projects, we will advance our shared goals of environmental
sustainability and i mprove the |ives of Fi |l
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USAI D acting mission director Sean Call ahai

the DENRand USAI D, 0 saying they fAhave achievec
environment that sustains both ecological integrity and human development.

Sourcehttps://www.philstar.com/headlines/2021/05/31/2102002Attdcsp2-billion -
partnershipusaid
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DENR at USAID magtutulong para sa natural
resources protection at clean water
accessibility

May 30, 2021 @ 4:55 PM 13 hours ag o

MANILA, Philippines i Upang mapalakas ang biodiversity conservation ng bansa at water
access at sanitarion services nagkaroon ng bagong kasunduan ang Department of
Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) at United States Agency International
Development (USAID)

Malugod na tinanggap ni Secretary Roy A. Cimatu ang five-year partnership sa USAID para sa
Sustainable Interventions for Biodiversity, Oceans and Landscapes (SIBOL) at ang Safe Water
projects sa nilagdaang memorandums of understanding (MOUs) noong Huwebes, Mayo 27,
2021.

AGi ven the current pandemic, the DENR is c¢:
environmental challenges. We caneasilyatt ai n t hi s goal I f we ha
ni Cimatu at i1 dinagdag pa nito na ang Ii-testee
partnero para sa kapaligiran.

Ayon sa DENR ang SIBOL at ang Safe Water programs ay ilan lamang sa mga proyektong
nakapaloob sa P7.25 billion (US$150 million) USAID-Philippines agreement para sa pinahusay
na ecosystems and community resilience na nilagdaan ng National Economic and
Development Authority (NEDA) at USAID noong Pebrero 2021.

Isa ang DENR sa implementing partners na mamamahala sa paghahatid ng resulta ng
programa para makamit ang mga layunin nito habang ang USAID ang magbibigay ng technical
assistance para sa SIBOL at Safe Water initiatives.

Ang SIBOL ay ang P1.1-billion project (US$22 million) na layuning mapabut i
resource governance, stimulate public and private sector investments in conservation, and
reduce environment al cCrimes. o

Habang ang Safe Water initiative ay ang P870-million project (US$18.4 million) na layuning
mar agdagan samg sfeaocmad at ag na water supply a
sustainable management ng water resources at mapalakas ang governance at regulation ng
water sector.

Ang DENR, sa pamamagitan ng Biodiversity Management Bureau at ng Forest Management
Bureau at iba pang DENR field offices sa bansa kasama rin ang NEDA at National Water
Resources Board, ang magpapatupad ng mga proyektong ito sa loob ng limang taon.
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sustainability and i mprove the |ives of Fi |l

Kaugnay nito sa kanyang panig, sinabi ni Acting Mission Director of USAID Sean Callahan na:
AThe | ong history of the partnership betwe
we have achieved much in creating a more secure environment that sustains both ecological
integrity and human devel opment . O

Kinilala rin ni Cimatu ang mahalagang kontribusyon ng USAID sa kapaligiran ng bansa sa
ginanap na seremonya noong nakalipas na Huwebes.

Sinabi nito na ang kahalagahan ng DENR-USAID partnership para sa pangangalaga ng natural
forest sa pamamagitan ng B+WISER (Biodiversity and Watersheds Improved for Stronger
Economy and Ecosystem Resilience) at Protect Wildlife projects.

AUSAI D, a consistent and effective ally o
sustainable models which guided wus for the
Cimatu.

Pinahal agahan din ni Cimatu ang fAmilestone
pamamagitan ng Lawin Forest and Biodiversity Protection System na nakatutulong na iangat
ang pamamahala sa 90% ng mga gubat sa bansa na nakatulong naman sa mga Pilipino na
umaasa sa kagubatan para sa kanilang kabuhayan. Santi Celario

Sourcehttps://www.remate.ph/derat-usaidmagtutulongparasanaturairesources
protectionat-cleanwateraccessibility/



https://www.remate.ph/denr-at-usaid-magtutulong-para-sa-natural-resources-protection-at-clean-water-accessibility/
https://www.remate.ph/denr-at-usaid-magtutulong-para-sa-natural-resources-protection-at-clean-water-accessibility/

STRATEGIC May 31, 2021 [] Headine
COMMUNICATION & Republic of the Philippincs — |:| Editorial
ate

_——' INITIATIVES PHILIPPINE NEWS AGENCY e# [ ] column
_——' SERVICE 10f2 [ ] opinion
Page D Feature Article

May 30, 2021, 1:19 pn

(Pho courtesy of OCEAN/Danny Ocampo) '
MANILA 7 The Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) reiterated its call
to Filipinos to protect the ocean, citing its significant role in ensuring food security during a
learning event in the culmination of the celebration of the Month of the Ocean on May 24.

DENR Secretary Roy A. Cimatu emphasized the importance of protecting the oceans not only
to help generate jobs for the tourism sector, but more importantly to ensure food security for
the entire country.

"During this health crisis, we have already seen how essential food is to our daily lives. It is,
therefore, also fitting that we protect our oceans because through the interconnection of
biodiversity, our food supply whether inland or water depends on our oceans," Cimatu said in
a news release on Saturday.

At the same time, DENR Undersecretary for Solid Waste Management and Local Government
Units Concerns Benny D. Antiporda has expressed concern over the "very alarming" state of
our oceans.

"If every person throws a piece of candy wrapper in the ocean, after just a few months, we
would lose our oceans. This is the simplest form of explanation to this growing problem,” he
said.

Antiporda pointed out that the growing problem of marine pollution is one of the main reasons
why the DENR closed all illegally operating open dumpsites across the country and strictly
implemented Republic Act 9003 or the Ecological Solid Waste Management Act of 2000.

The dumpsite closures are also in line with the ongoing Manila Bay rehabilitation, which is one
of the DENROG6s top priority programs in sav|i

"In cleaning Manila Bay, we have three objectives -- to see is to believe, dapat wala na tayong
makikitang (we should not see) debris. Second, to smell is to believe -- dapat pag dumaan tayo
dyan, ang simoy ng hangin ay amoy dagat na at hindi amoy kubeta (we should smell fresh air
from the sea), and third, to test is to believe --pag-testnatin ng water
guality, dapat standard na siya (water quality test should be at standard level)," Antiporda
pointed out.

Hosted by the Strategic Alliance and Environmental Partnership Division of the DENR Strategic
Communication and Initiatives Service, the event featured the success story of the Calatagan
Biodiversity Friendly Enterprise in Region 4-A (Calabarzon) and the Coral Rehabilitation
Program of Region 11 (Davao).
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The learning event, which will also be presented to elementary and high school teachers and
members of the Boy Scouts of the Philippines, also showcased the best practices followed by
communities and DENR personnel in their respective regions.

The Month of the Ocean is celebrated annually in the Philippines during May by virtue of
Presidential Proclamation No. 57 issued in 1998.

This yearod6s celebration has a theme, " TPR)

Sourcehttps://www.pna.qov.ph/articles/1141966
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|l ncenti ves f
ecobricks ey

By Jigger Jerusalem May 30, 2021, 11:57 an

PLASTIC GARBAGE FOR ECOBRICK®acabalan barangay chairperson Norbel Saa (left) cuts the ceremonial ribbon during the
soft launching of the ecobrick hub in Barangay Macabalan on Saturday (May 29, 2021) with Leland George Llamazares (right),
terminal operations manager of the Pilipinas Shell Northern Mindanao import facility in Cagayan de Oro. With them was Reynaldo
Digamo (center), Environmental Management Bureau-10 regional director. (PNA photo by Jigger Jerusalem)

CAGAYAN DE ORO CITY i The local barangay unit of Macabalan here is planning to
implement a reward system to encourage its residents to collect their plastic garbage to be
used as raw material for ecobricks.

Macabalan barangay chairperson Norbel Saa said he will ask the barangay council to approve
his proposal to provide incentive to residents who can turn in their plastic garbage to the
ecobrick hub, the newly launched manufacturer of bricks that are made of waste plastics.

AThey must not throw their garbage, but to
allow me to give, for instance, five kilos of rice for every five kilos of plastic garbage they can
turn in, 0 Saa said Sat uthekeoprickchubrputapdy Greeh Antz and 1
Pilipinas Shell Foundation in the barangay.

Jordan Apat, project representative for Green Antz Builders Incorporated, said they can
undertake the same arrangement by giving a piece of ecobrick to residents in exchange for, as
an example, five kilos of plastic waste.

Apat said the ecobrick project will benefit members of the Macajalar Wharf Porter Association
Federation of Multipurpose Cooperative as well as residents of Macabalan.

Leland George Llamazares, terminal operations manager of the Pilipinas Shell Northern
Mindanao import facility in this city, said the project, which costs almost PHP4 million, including
the 33 solar panels that power the manufacturing site, also aims to provide livelihood to the
people.

AHopefully, in the next months to come, we:/«
same event.

Apat said the hub can make 40 pieces of ecobricks with two kilos of segregated plastics mixed
with a sack of cement using simple machines, such as shredders and molders, in 30 to 40
minutes.

AFor 20 tons of plastic, we can produce ec
can be used either as concrete blocks for structures, or installed as pavers.

He said the facility can manufacture 5,000 to 6,000 ecobricks in a 24-hour operation.
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Aside from providing the technology, Apat said Green Antz will also train the workers on how
to operate the machines and the entire process of brick-making.

AWe will train them this June. After that,
Asthe partneror gani zati on, the portersdé associat.i
production, the cooperativeds chairperson,
AOur counterpart i s the workforce. We are

operationwilbe transparent, 0 Jumawi d said.

Meanwhile, Environmental Management Bureau-10 director Reynaldo Digamo said one of their
areas of concern is on plastic pollution and initiatives, thus the ecobrick hub can help address
the issue.

APl asti c meofthebiggesi problems the country is facing right now. We are finding
ways to solve it. This (project) which <can
he said.

To replicate this initiative, Digamo urged companies to go into programs, such as what Pilipinas
Shell Foundation has done to help the environment and provide additional income to the
people.

Digamo also hoped that the beneficiaries of the Macabalan ecobrick hub will use the facility to
the fullest.

AThe milliomyest ede svo $§ | just go to waste i
Digamo said. (PNA)

Sourcehttps://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1141965
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By Ferdinand Patinb May 30, 2021, 12:58 pn
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“ BUREAU OF CUSTOMS

SMUGGLING ATTEMH. A red bearded dragon is one of the various wildlife species discovered inside a parcel declared as lego
toys. Government authorities foiled the attempt to smuggle the wildlife species from Kuala Lumpur on May 28, 2021. (Photo
courtesy of BOC)

MANILA i Authorities from the Bureau of Customs (BOC) and the Department of Environment
and Natural Resources (DENR) have foiled an attempt to smuggle different wildlife species
declared as Al ego toyso from Mal aysi a.

This, after the BOC port of Ninoy Aquino International Airport, with the Wildlife Traffic Monitoring
Unit (WTMU) of DENR, apprehended the claimant of a package containing various wildlife
species in Fedex warehouse in Pasay City on Friday.

Port of NAIA District Collector Carmelita Talusan on Saturday said the package declared as
Al ego toyso came from Kuala Lumpur, Mal aysi

Upon examination, it was discovered that 20 sulcata tortoises, 10 razorback turtles, one red
bearded dragon, two corn snakes, and eight savanna lizards were concealed with toys.

The BOC said both the claimant and the consignee will face charges for Illegal importation of
wildlife species under Section 1113 in relation to Section 117 and 1401 of Republic Act 10863
or "Customs Modernization and Tari ff Act"
Conservation and Protection Act. o

The BOC through the leadership of Commissioner Rey Leonardo Guerrero is in agreement with
DENR to uphold wildlife protection and its conservation. (PNA)

Sourcehttps://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1141951
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AGENTS of the airport customs district foiled on Friday a smuggling attempt to bring into the
country several preserved specimens of wildlife species from Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia

A combined team of customs and wildlife personnel nabbed a package that contained 20 pieces
of Sulcata tortoise, 10 pieces razorback turtle, one head of a red-bearded dragon, two heads
of corn snake and eight heads of savannah lizards. The contraband is valued at P284,000.

The contrabandwasfound concealed Iin a box decl ared
warehouse in Pasay City.

Airport Customs agents and members of the Wildlife Traffic Monitoring Unit (WTMU) of
Department of Environment and National Resources (DENR) apprehended the claimant.

A customs report said that around 6:15 p.m. last Friday, an alleged representative of the
consignee came to the warehouse to claim the parcel.

Unknown to the ¢l aimant whom authorities o0
already known the contents of the package as banned wildlife species. The claimant who is
also suspected as the importer was immediately apprehended by the authorities.

The claimant and all other personalities found involved in the smuggling attempt will face
chargesforl | | egal i mportation of Wildlife speci
Act o or AWi Il dlife Resources Conservation al

District Collector Carmelita M. Talusan said they are fully united with the DENR in upholding
wildlife protection and conservation.

Sourcehttps://businessmirror.com.ph/2021/05/31/airgurstomsfoil -smugaglingof-wildlife/
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BOC, DENR naharang ang pagpuslit ng wildlife
species, claimant arestado

May 30, 2021 @ 9:09 AM 21 hours ag o

MANILA, Philippines i Naharang ng mga tauhan ng Bureau of Customs (BOC) Port of NAIA
katuwang ang Wildlife Traffic Monitoring Unit (WTMU) ng Department of Environment and
Nati onal Resources (DENR) ang tangkang pa
isinagawang operasyon sa FedEx warehouse, Pasay City.

Batay sa ulat ng BOC, alas-6:15 ng gabi nitong Mayo 28, 2021 nang arestuhin ng mga
awtoridad ang nagsilbing claimant at nagpakilalang kinatawan ng consignee makaraang
tangkain nitong kunin ang isang parsela na naglalaman ng mga nasabing mga hayop.

Napag-alaman sa BOC, ang nasabing parsela o pakete na ipinadala mula Kuala Lumpur,
Mal aysia ay idineklara na naglalaman ng dal «

Sa isinagawang physical examination, nabuking na naglalaman ito ng may 20 piraso ng sulcata
tortoise, 10 piraso ng razorback turtle, 1 red bearded dragon, 2 corn snake at 8 savanna lizard
kung saan kasama nito ang ibang mga laruan.

ARThe c¢cl ai mant and all invol ved wil |l face cl
Section 1113 in relation to Section 117 and 1401 of RA 10863 or Customs Modernization and
Tari ff Act and Sec. 27 of RA 9147 or Wil dl i
ng BOC. Jay Reyes

Sourcehttps://www.remate.ph/bedenrnaharaneangpagpuslitng-wildlife -speciesclaimant
arestado/?fbclid=IwAR2HWrnCkiW036RK3URCTptfpBfowelWrDg45HhCSy
fOIMmCIrCvUytRIO



https://www.remate.ph/boc-denr-naharang-ang-pagpuslit-ng-wildlife-species-claimant-arestado/?fbclid=IwAR2ZmWrnCkiW036RK3URCTptfpBf9weIWrDq45HhCSy-fOImCIrCvUytRio
https://www.remate.ph/boc-denr-naharang-ang-pagpuslit-ng-wildlife-species-claimant-arestado/?fbclid=IwAR2ZmWrnCkiW036RK3URCTptfpBf9weIWrDq45HhCSy-fOImCIrCvUytRio
https://www.remate.ph/boc-denr-naharang-ang-pagpuslit-ng-wildlife-species-claimant-arestado/?fbclid=IwAR2ZmWrnCkiW036RK3URCTptfpBf9weIWrDq45HhCSy-fOImCIrCvUytRio

AT RADYOIINIM May3120

St INITIATIVES INQUIRER [ ] cotumn
‘_——' SERVICE lof1 [ ] opinion
Page D Feature Article
Wil dlife species mul a

Pasay City

By Chona YuMay 29, 2021 - 05:33 PM

Nasabat ng mga tauhan ng Bureau of Customs at Department of Environment and Natural
Re s our c e s -ibang gro ng ikllietspecies sa isang Fedex warehouse sa Pasay City.

Sa pahayag ng BOC, kabilang sa mga nasabat 20 piraso ng sulcata tortoise, 10 piraso ng
razorback turtle, isang red bearded dragon, dalawang corn snake at walong savanna lizard.

Nabatid na galing ng Kuala Lumpur, Mal aysi
toysd ng consignee.

Sa isinagawang operasyon ng BOC, naaresto ang hindi pinangalanang consignee.
Kasong paglabag sa lllegal importation of Wildlife species under Section 1113 sa Republic Act

10863 o fACustoms Moder mitWidlifa Resourc@s Consdnation antl
Protection Acto ang kakeharaping kaso ng c

Sourcehttps://ralyo.inquirer.net/293326/wildlitspecieanulamalaysianasabasapasaycity
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DENR explains why the sudden increase in the
number resorts in Laguna has become
problematic

Publishel May 30, 2021, 7:23 PM
by Ellson Quismorio

The sharp increase in the number of resorts in Laguna the past few years has been
worrisome as far as the Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) is

concerned.

WATERINTENSIVE BUSINESSResorts flourish in Laguna, but their effects on the sustainability of the Mount
Makiling watershed is worrying DENR. (Photo from DENR

The agency bared on Sunday, May 30 that it is putting up water conservation policies in
the Mount Makiling Forest Reserve (MMFR) as the water-intensive resorts in the protected
area threaten water resource sustainability in Laguna.

The policiesi to be implemented by the city governments of Los Bafios and Calamba City1
will address the threat on water resources that can arise from the influx of tourists visiting
the resorts.

DENR, through 1ts project dubbed AEconomi
Use by Resorts I n Los Bafos and Cal amba,
Information Systems (GIS) to analyze the spatial distribution of resorts in the two areas. It
also involves the formulation of a mechanism by which tourists could be charged with a fee
for their use of Lagunads environment al r e

ARnThe project empl oys economi c esséotpaymidvssitorns tor
improved water conservation practices by resorts and the conservation of MMFR to secure
water services, o0 the DENR said in a stater

Between 2014 and 2020, the number of resorts in Los Bafios jumped from 42 to 171. The
growth was more frenetic in Calamba, as the number of resorts ballooned from 466 to 855
during the same period.

The watershed of Mount Makiling is important in supporting the domestic, agricultural, and
industrial water requirements of Los Bafos and Calamba City, the DENR said.

rn

AMount Makiling i s a dormant volcano. Thi
rise to hot springs. Thus, it encouraged the establishment of numerous resorts with the
natur al hot spring water i n swdmming pool

tn
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The agency said that while resort operations have generated income for the owners and
gave livelihood opportunities to local via tourism-oriented businesses like restaurants, food
stall s, convenience stores, it hi ss, shch as thatr ob
the use of water resources by the i1 ndustr.)y
water operations despite the continuing existence of the resorts.

If its any indication, the DENR bared that the majority of visitor-respondents have
expressed their willingness to pay for the conservation of the groundwater resource from
Mount Makiling.

AThey want to contribute to the conservat.
wasteful because groundwater is indeed |

Sourcehttps://mb.com.ph/2021/05/30/deexplainswhy-the-sudderincreaseof-resortsin-
lagunais-problematic/
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Trekkers showing indecent behavior to be banned
at Mount Apo

RALPH LAWRENCE G. LLEM
May 30, 2021

THE Department of Environment and Natural Resources-Davao Region (DENR-Davao)
warned trekkers from doing indecent behaviors at Mount Apo as this would result in them
getting banned from trekking the mountain.

In a Facebook post on Saturday, May 29, DENR-Davao posted a video of a certain trekker
drinking wine or liquor at the mountain's peak while making unnecessary noise and showing
indecent behavior.

DENR-Davao reminded all trekkers to respect the sanctity of Mount Apo and strictly follow
trekking policies imposed by the Protected Area Management Board (Pamb) of Mount Apo.
These policies include strict prohibition of nudity, indecent activities, and unnecessary noise.

"Mount Apo is not just about its ecological and wilderness value. It is also remarkable for its
cultural significance and is highly respected as it is believed to be the burial ground of Apo
Sandawa, t he i ndi genous communityaos Gr e a.t

It added that they are also calling the attention of the porters and guides to not tolerate these
trekkers.

"Violators of the policies set by the PAMB will be held accountable and will be blacklisted or be
banned from trekking Mt. Apo. As what we h
conserve our dear Mt. Apo,” DENR-Davao said.

DENR-Davao regional public affairs office chief Jayvee Jude Agas told SunStar Davao in a
phone interview on Sunday afternoon, May 30, that they have not yet reached out to the people
involved in the video as the clips were only forwarded by concerned citizens.

"Ang aim sa among pagpost sa (Our aim of posting the) video is just to raise awareness. There
are policies that every trekker of Mount Apo should follow,” Agas said.

Despite not reaching out to the people behind the viral video, the official said the people on the
video are still not free from possible sanctions.
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The DENR-Davao official also called out the attention of porters and guides not to tolerate the
indecent behavior of trekkers.

Due to the incident, Agas said they will raise the matter for possible crafting of rules and
regulations in the next joint Pamb en banc meeting with DENR Davao Region and
Soccsksargen, considering Mount Apo IS part of two regions.

Agas previously said that Pamb recommended that there will be a regular rehabilitation period
of Mount Apo through ayearly three-mont h ¢ | o seautr es eoas diro,fd spart i
August.

The recommendation came up months after DENR-Davao Executive Director Bagani Fidel
Evasco, who is also the Pamb chairman, proposed for the temporary closure of Mount Apo to
trekkers fidue todihgsuhapmeahengefhmis 71 ece
assessment. 0

Evasco, together with selected officials and personnel from Davao Oriental and Davao del Sur,
recently conducted a trial and camp assessment from February 11 to 14, passing Sitio Paradise
Digos trail to Camp Gudi-Gudi then to the summit.

Foll owing the activity, mul tiple observat-i
observance of the Inter-Agency Task Force on Emerging Infectious Diseases guidelines on

health protocols, occurrence of littering and vandalism, traces of drug substances, and alarming

soil cultivation within its Strict Protection Zone.

The director then pushed for its immediate rehabilitation by having it temporarily closed.

However, the majority of Pamb members voted for the deferment of the proposed closure
during an emergency en banc meeting on February 23.

Agas also said the recommendation was made to prevent possible forest fires in the mountain
in the future.

Sourcehttps://www.sunstar.com.ph/article/1896202
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Sourcehttps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7UEUSB4A7d4
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