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Month of the Ocean 2021: DENR muling 
nanawagan para protektahan ang karagatan 
para sa food security 

 
May 29, 2021 @ 4:15 PM  15 hours ag o 

Manila, Philippines ï Nanawagan ang Department of Environment and Natural Resources 

(DENR) sa mga Filipino na protektahan ang karagatan kasabay ng pagbanggit ng mahalagang 

papel nito para sa food security sa ginanap na learning event sa pagdiriwang ng Month of the 

Ocean (MOO) noong Mayo 24. 

Ayon kay Environment Secretary Roy A. Cimatu, binigyan diin nito ang kahalagahan ng 

pagbibigay ng proteksyon sa karagatan hindi lamang para magkaroon ng hanapbuhay para sa 

tourism sector bagkus ay para na rin sa food security ng buong bansa. 

ñDuring this health crisis, we have already seen how essential food is to our daily lives. It is, 

therefore, also fitting that we protect our oceans because through the interconnection of 

biodiversity, our food supply whether inland or water depends on our oceans,ò sabi ni Cimatu. 

Kaugnay nito nababahala naman si DENR Undersecretary for Solid Waste Management and 

Local Government Units Concerns Benny D. Antiporda dahil sobrang nakaaalarma na ang 

kalagayan ng ating mga karagatan. 

ñIf every person throws a piece of candy wrapper in the ocean, after just a few months, we 

would lose our oceans. This is the simplest form of explanation to this growing problem,ò lahad 

ng opisyal. 

Sinabi pa ni Antiporda na ang lumalaking problema sa marine pollution ang isa sa dahilan kung 

bakit ipinasara ng DENR ang lahat ng illegally operating open dumpsites sa buong bansa at 

ang mahigpit na pagpapatupad ng Republic Act 9003 o ang Ecological Solid Waste 

Management Act of 2000. 

Nauna rito sinabi ng DENR ang pagpapasara sa mga dumpsite ay bahagi rin ng isinasagawang 

Manila Bay rehabilitation na isa sa prayoridad na programa ng DENR upang mailigtas ang 

karagatan ng bansa. 

ñIn cleaning Manila Bay, we have three objectives ï to see is to believe, dapat wala na tayong 

makikitang debris. Second, to smell is to believe ï dapat ópag dumaan tayo rôyan, ang simoy 

ng hangin ay amoy dagat na at hindi amoy kubeta and third, to test is to believe  ï pag-test 

natin ng water quality, dapat standard na siya,ò paliwanag ni Antiporda. 

Ang pagdiriwang na ito ay pinangunahan ng Strategic Alliance and Environmental Partnership 

Division ng DENR Strategic Communication and Initiatives Service kung saan naging tampok 

ang success story ng Calatagan Biodiversity Friendly Enterprise sa Region 4-A at ng Coral 

Rehabilitation Program ng Region 11. 

Ang learning event, na ibabahagi rin sa mga guro sa mababa at mataas na 

paaralan at sa mga kasapi ng Boy Scouts of the Philippines, ay nagpakita rin ng 

mga best practice ng mga komunidad at DENR perso nnel sa kanilang bawat 

V 
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Ang learning event, na ibabahagi rin sa mga guro sa mababa at mataas na paaralan at sa mga 

kasapi ng Boy Scouts of the Philippines, ay nagpakita rin ng mga best practice ng mga 

komunidad at DENR personnel sa kanilang bawat rehiyon. 

Ang MOO ay ipinagdiriwang taon-taon sa Pilipinas kada Mayo batay na rin sa Presidential 

Proclamation No. 57 na inilabas noong 1998. 

Ang tema ng selebrasyon ngayong taon ay ang ñThe Science We Need for The Ocean We 

Want.ò      Santi Celario  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.remate.ph/month-of-the-ocean-2021-denr-muling-nanawagan-para-

protektahan-ang-karagatan-para-sa-food-security/  
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DENR, muling nanawagan para protektahan ang 
karagatan para sa food security 
By RadyoMaN Manila   -May. 29, 2021 at 12:48p m 

 

 

Muling nanawagan sa publiko ang Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) 
na protektahan ang karagatan para sa food security . 

Ayon kay DENR Undersecretary Benny Antiporda, nakakabahala ang sobrang polusyon ng 
mga karagatan. 

 
Aniya, ang lumalaking problema sa marine pollution ang isa sa dahilan kung bakit ipinasara 
ang lahat ng illegally operating open dumpsites sa buong bansa. 
 
Ang pagpapasara sa mga dumpsites ay bahagi rin ng isinasagawang Manila Bay rehabilitation 
na isa sa prayoridad na programa ng DENR upang mailigtas ang karagatan ng bansa. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://rmn.ph/denr-muling-nanawagan-para-protektahan-ang-karagatan-para-sa-food-

security/  
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DENR cites biodiversity conservation 
as great foundation to build back better 
By Ma. Alaine P. AllaniguePublished on May 29, 2021 

 
QUEZON CITY, May 29 (PIA) -- The Department of Environment and Natural Resources 
(DENR) has reiterated its call to protect wildlife habitats and properly manage the countryôs 
protected areas to restore its biodiversity. 

"The DENRôs marching order is the restoration and protection of wildlife habitats and 
ecosystems through area-based conservation measures, and the management of the countryôs 
protected areas, including caves and wetlands to bring back stability to natural environments," 
said DENR Secretary Roy A. Cimatu in his speech read by Undersecretary for Special 
Concerns and Biodiversity Management Bureau (BMB) OIC Edilberto D. Leonardo. The DENR 
is celebrating an event that recognized biological diversity. 

"This includes the strict enforcement of wildlife regulation to ensure that wildlife trade is 
sustainable, legal, and safe," he added. 

The DENR chief highlighted the "immense" benefits that humans gain from nature and their 
responsibility to take part in the solution to address the source of biodiversity loss. 

"Biodiversity provides us with ecosystem services which range from basic necessities such as 
food and water to purifying the air we breathe, pollination, natural protection from natural 
disasters, recreational activities, natural healing from our ailments, and provision of livelihood," 
Cimatu said. 

He also echoed this yearôs theme, "We're part of the solution," highlighting the importance of 
actions from all sectors of society in addressing the source of biodiversity loss while 
emphasizing that biodiversity conservation is the answer to several sustainable development 
challenges. 

As the coronavirus disease continues to spread globally, the DENR chief also emphasized that 
the pandemic is "a wake-up call with critical realization of the damage of human activities has 
done to nature." 

Cimatu said that destruction and conversion of natural habitats, including illegal wildlife hunting 
and trade bring communities into increased contact with wildlife and increases the risk of 
disease spillover to humans. 

Moreover, he emphasized that biodiversity is not limited to rural areas, as cities can also serve 
as "cradles of biodiversity.ò 

"We need to bring back biodiversity in urban settlements to regain nature and ecosystem 
services by incorporating green spaces in public and private places, rehabilitating river 
systems, and adopting green infrastructures," Cimatu said. 
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"We need to bring back biodiversity in urban settlements to regain nature and ecosystem 
services by incorporating green spaces in public and private places, rehabilitating river 
systems, and adopting green infrastructures," Cimatu said. 

The DENR has also recognized the winners of the BiodiverCity photo contest during the event. 
The contest was conducted to celebrate urban biodiversity and its benefits to the environment 
and community. (PIA NCR) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://pia.gov.ph/news/articles/1076585  
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Urban biodiversity keeps cities green, 
sustainable and livable 
International Day for Biological Diversity 2021 
BYJONATHAN L. MAYUGA  MAY 30, 2021 

 
The Arroceros Forest Park in Manila and the Ninoy Aquino Parks and Wildlife Center in Quezon City are home to a 

variety of plants and animals. 

The rapidly increasing population and urbanization of our cities are pushing green spaces 
whether these are public parks or gardens where people can commune with natureto the brink. 
 
In defending the environment, Mayor Francisco ñIsko Morenoò Domagosoôs first act as Manilaôs 
chief executive was to save what is considered the ñlast lungò of the capital city, the Arroceros 
Forest Park on Antonio Villegas Street in Ermita. 

 
Among Manilaôs remaining green spaces, the 2.2-hectare riverside park is home to over 3,000 
trees belonging to 61 different species, 8,000 ornamental plants and various birds, bees, and 
butterflies that keep the now ñpermanent forest parkò alive. 
 
Highlighting the countryôs celebration of the International Day for Biological Diversity 2021 on 
May 22, the Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) held its virtual event 
a day before the global celebration of urban biodiversity, particularly its many benefits and 
linkage to the cities and urbanization. 
 
DENRôs Biodiversity Management Bureau (BMB) organized the event. 
 
Protecting our rich biodiversity 
In his message at the event, Environment Secretary Roy A. Cimatu underscored the need to 
protect the countryôs rich biodiversity, citing its important functions in air purification, food and 
water security, livelihood source, nature recreation and risk reduction from emerging infectious 
diseases. 
 
Guided by the theme, ñWe are part of the Solution,ò following last yearôs ñOur solutions are in 
nature,ò Cimatu said that biodiversity will be the foundation on which the Philippines can build 
back after the pandemic. 

 

 

V 
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For his part, Undersecretary for Special Concerns Edilberto D. Leonardo appealed for public 
help and support to protect and conserve the countryôs rich biodiversity. 
 
Leonardo, the concurrent officer in charge of the DENR-BMB, cited the illegal wildlife trade as 
one of the major drivers of biodiversity loss. 
 
He added that under his watch, the DENR-BMB will focus on strengthening the protection of 
the countryôs Protected Areas and National Parks that serve as important ecosystems and 
home to the countryôs endemic and endangered plant and animal species, he told the 
BusinessMirror on May 20. 
 
Urban biodiversity program 
Part of the bureauôs urban biodiversity program is ñTrees in the City,ò which is being 
implemented through its partnership with national government agencies and local government 
units. 
 
More trees, he said, are needed in cities because these help in carbon sequestration and 
provide home to diverse wildlife species, including birds and bats identified by scientists as 
keystone species that need to be saved for other species to survive. 
 
Urban biodiversity is defined as the variety and richness of living organisms, including genetic 
variation and habitat diversity, found in and on the edge of human settlements, according to 
DENR-BMBôs Argean Guiaya, a licensed environmental planner and green building 
professional, in an online lecture on May 21. 
 
She cited Thomas Elmqvistôs definition of urban biodiversity: At the landscape and habitat level, 
urban biodiversity includes remnants of natural landscapes like leftovers of primeval forests, 
traditional agricultural landscapes like meadows, areas of arable land, urban-industrial 
landscapes like city centers, residential areas, industrial parks, railway areas, formal parks and 
gardens, brown fields. 
 
Economic opportunities, ecosystem services 
Guiaya pointed out the enormous economic opportunities as among the many benefits in 
protecting and conserving the countryôs rich biodiversity. 
 
ñThe Philippines has about 70 to 80 percent of the worldôs biodiversity resources, [which] 
presents potential for biodiversity-friendly businesses that can support economic development,ò 
she said. 
 
While the Philippines is rich in biological diversity, it is also one of the worldôs biodiversity 
hotspots due to the rapid rate of biodiversity loss, according to Guiaya. 
 
The five major drivers of biodiversity loss include invasive alien species, habitat loss, climate 
change, pollution and overexploitation. 
 
This also leads to a loss of important ecosystem services they provide such as food, medicine, 
energy, water filtration, climate regulation, disease control, nutrient and water cycling and 
cultural services. 
 
Growing cities, high impacts 
ñGlobally, urban areas are expected to double between 2000 and 2030, drawing heavily on 
natural resources and with expected high impacts on biodiversity and ecosystem services,ò 
Guiaya explained. 
 
 
She said that based on the Asean 2017-2018 report, an estimated additional 90 million people 
moving to cities in the Asean by 2030 will increase urban dwellers from around 36 percent in 
2015 to 45 percent by 2030. 

V 



May 30, 2021 

Date 

 3 of 4 

Page 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

  

STRATEGIC  

COMMUNICATION &   

INITIATIVES  

SERVICE 

Headline  

Editorial  

Column  

Opinion  

Feature Article  

 
She said that based on the Asean 2017-2018 report, an estimated additional 90 million people 
moving to cities in the Asean by 2030 will increase urban dwellers from around 36 percent in 
2015 to 45 percent by 2030. 
 
ñ[A growing] city requires more land and resources to support its growth, and this leads to the 
change of land use, causing more environmental problems, especially when the land use 
development is not properly planned,ò Guiaya said. 
 
She cited three major trends in urbanization: first, the increase in urban area is faster than the 
increase in population; second, urbanization rates are highest in poorly capacitated urban 
governance arrangements; and third, urban expansion will heavily draw on resources, putting 
at risk ecosystem goods and services. 
 
Biodiversity and urbanization 
ñUrbanization is a major driver of environmental change and is closely linked to the future of 
biodiversity,ò Guiaya said. 
 
She stressed that urban growth and the densification of many cities in the world challenge the 
existence of ecosystems of conservation concern in and around urban regions, and the survival 
of species within cities. 
 
Some urban environments, however, host a high richness of plants and animals including 
endangered species so rich biodiversity can still exist in cities despite the challenges of rapid 
urbanization. 
 
ñWithin cities are areas that harbor or affect critical ecosystems, such as wetlands, or may even 
provide links to centers of endemism,ò she said. 
 
Most cities, she noted, are built on sites of high ecological diversity and productivity. 
 
Urban ecosystem services and biodiversity can help contribute to climate change mitigation 
and adaptation, and increasing the biodiversity of urban food systems can enhance food 
nutrition and security. 
 
ñCities offer unique opportunities for learning and education about resilient and sustainable 
future,ò she said. 
 
Developing biodiversity-friendly cities 
Guiaya pointed out that developing biodiversity-friendly cities is cross-linked to sustainable 
urban development and wellbeing, and that building sustainable cities that address critical 
needs while conserving nature is an important approach for achieving sustainability. 
 
ñ[When] we conceptualize biodiversity conservations strategies, we need to incorporate the 
peopleôs perspective and values because if the people have a better understanding of the state 
of biodiversity and their role in conservation, thereôs a higher chance that management 
intervention for conservation of urban biodiversity will succeed,ò she said. 
 
A biodiversity-friendly urban development needs to use biodiversity and ecosystem services in 
the overall adaptation and mitigation strategies, promote the maintenance of natural areas, 
mainstream biodiversity into development sector and plans, develop green and blue spaces, 
apply and promote green infrastructure and enhance habitat and restore urban ecosystems, 
according to Guiaya. 
 
 
 
All these require behavioral change in people because ñthe government cannot do it alone in 
making our cities livable.ò 

V 
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All these require behavioral change in people because ñthe government cannot do it alone in 
making our cities livable.ò 
 
ñNo how good the biodiversity conservation programs and policies are, if the peopleôs 
understanding of the importance of biodiversity isnôt there, then all will be for naught,ò she said. 
 
Image courtesy of Alma E. Nacua and DENR -BMB 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://businessmirror.com.ph/2021/05/30/urban-biodiversity-keeps-cities-green-

sustainable-and-livable/  
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BOC, DENR foil smuggling attempt of 

wildlife species, arrest claimant 
By BOCPublished on May 29, 2021 

 

PASAY CITY, May 29 -- Bureau of Customs Port of NAIA, with the Wildlife Traffic Monitoring 
Unit (WTMU) of Department of Environment and National Resources (DENR), has 
apprehended claimant of a package containing different wildlife species in Fedex warehouse 
in Pasay city. 

At around 6:15pm on May 28, 2021, the representative of the consignee, claimed the parcel 
and was immediately apprehended by authorities. 

The parcel which arrived from Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia was declared as "lego toys". Upon 
examination, it was discovered that 20 pcs. of sulcata tortoise, 10 pcs. razorback turtle, 1 head 
red bearded dragon, 2 heads corn snake and 8 heads savanna lizard were concealed with toys. 

The claimant and all involved will face charges for Illegal importation of Wildlife species under 
Section 1113 in relation to Section 117 and 1401 of RA 10863 or "Customs Modernization and 
Tariff Act" and Sec. 27 of RA 9147 or ñWildlife Resources Conservation and Protection Act.ò 

Port of NAIA headed by District Collector Carmelita M. Talusan fully supports Commissioner 
Rey Leonardo B. Guerreroôs directive on intensified border protection and is united with DENR 
to uphold the wildlife protection and its conservation. (BOC) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://pia.gov.ph/press-releases/releases/1076605 
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A Customs officer holds a red bearded dragon, one of the wildlife species seized in the smuggling 

attempt. 
BOC photo 

Customs, DENR seize illegal wildlife 
shipment 
Rudy Santos (The Philippine Star) - May 30, 2021 - 12:00am 

MANILA, Philippines ð The Bureau of Customs at the Ninoy Aquino International Airport (BOC-
NAIA), in cooperation with the Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR), 
last Friday arrested the unnamed recipient of a package from Malaysia which contained 
different wildlife species that did not have the necessary import and health clearances from 
DENR and its port of origin. 

BOC-NAIA district collector Mimel Talusan, together with representatives from the Wildlife 
Traffic Monitoring Unit of the DENR, arrested the recipient at a warehouse in Pasay City. 

The recipient ï who was from Parañaque City and was a representative for the consignee ï 
claimed the package containing 41 wildlife animals declared as ñLEGO toys.ò 

Talusan said, upon examination, the package included 20 sulcata tortoises, 10 razorback 
turtles which can sell for up to P4,000 each, one red bearded dragon, two corn snakes and 
eight savannah monitors which can cost anywhere from $25 to $100 each, all concealed among 
LEGO toys. 

The 41 animals are valued by DENR at around P284,000, but unfortunately, all died during 
shipping. ï Robertzon Ramirez 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.philstar.com/nation/2021/05/30/2101781/customs-denr-seize-illegal-

wildlife-shipment  
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BOC, DENR foil smuggling attempt of wildlife 
species, arrest claimant 
May 29, 20212 min read 

MANILA ð The Bureau of Customs Port of NAIA, in cooperation with the Wildlife Traffic 
Monitoring Unit (WTMU) of Department of Environment and National Resources (DENR), has 
apprehended the claimant of a package containing different wildlife species in Fedex 
warehouse in Pasay City. 

 
At around 6:15 pm on May 28, 2021, the representative of the consignee, claimed the parcel 
and was immediately apprehended by authorities. 

 
The parcel which arrived from Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia was declared as ñlego toysò. Upon 
examination, it was discovered that 20 pieces of sulcata tortoise, 10 pieces of razorback turtle, 
1 red bearded dragon, 2 corn snake and, 8 savanna lizards were concealed with toys. 
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