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Ȭ0ÏÇÉ ÐÏÉÎÔÓȭ ÆÏÒ ÔÁÓË ÆÏÒÃÅ ÁÓ $%.2 ÃÈÉÅÆ ÃÉÔÅÓ ÉÔÓ Á×ÁÒÄ-

winning efforts  

Published February 22, 2021, 3:56 PM 
by Ellson Quismorio 
 

4ÁÌË ÁÂÏÕÔ ÅÁÒÎÉÎÇ ȰÐÏÇÉ ÐÏÉÎÔÓȱȢ 

Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) Secretary Roy A. Cimatu hailed on 

Monday, Feb. 22 the inter-agency task force dubbed Philippine Operations Group on Ivory and 

Illegal Wildlife or POGI for winning the prestigious Asia Environmental Enforcement  Awards. 

 

Environment Secretary Roy A. Cimatu (RTVM / FILE PHOTO / MANILA BULLETIN) 

 

#ÉÍÁÔÕ ÄÅÓÃÒÉÂÅÄ ÔÈÅ Á×ÁÒÄ ÁÓ Á ȰÔÅÓÔÉÍÏÎÙ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÎÔÉÎÕÉÎÇ ÃÏÍÍÉÔÍÅÎÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ $ÅÐÁÒÔÍÅÎÔ ÏÆ 

Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) on upholding its mandate of protecting, conserving, 

ÁÎÄ ÍÁÎÁÇÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÅÎÖÉÒÏÎÍÅÎÔ ÁÎÄ ÎÁÔÕÒÁÌ ÒÅÓÏÕÒÃÅÓ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÐÒÅÓÅÎÔ ÁÎÄ ÆÕÔÕÒÅ ÇÅÎÅÒÁÔÉÏÎÓȢȱ 

Ȱ4ÈÉÓ ÓÅÒÖÅÓ ÁÓ ÁÎÏÔÈÅÒ ÆÅÁÔÈÅÒ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÃÁÐ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÁÇÅÎÃÙ ÏÎ ÅÎÖÉÒÏÎÍÅÎÔÁÌ ÌÁ× ÅÎÆÏÒÃÅÍÅÎÔȟȱ ÔÈÅ 

DENR chief said. 

Given by the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), the award is won by individuals 

and/or government organizations or teams that demonstrate excellence and outstanding 

leadership in enforcement of national laws to combat transboundary environmental crime. 

During the nomination period  from June 2019 to May 2020, Task Force POGI successfully 

apprehended high-profile traffickers and confiscated valuable contraband. 

Its highlight axcomplishment came in August 2019 when the task force arrested Sharon Jonjon 

Lim, a notorious online wildlife  trader who had eluded arrest for five years. Seized from him were 

13 rare animals worth around $5,000 or around P250,000. 
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Task force chairman, Usec. Ernesto D. Adobo. Jr. received the award in a virtual ceremony. 

Ȱ7Å ÁÒÅ ÈÕÍÂÌÅÄ ÁÎÄ ÄÅÅÐÌÙ ÇÒÁÔÅÆÕÌ ÔÈÁÔ ÏÕÒ ÃÏÌÌÅÃÔÉÖÅ ÅÆÆÏÒÔÓ ÁÎÄ ÉÎÉÔÉÁÔÉÖÅÓ ÉÎ ÃÏÍÂÁÔÉÎÇ 

environmental crimes, particularly crimes against wildlife, are recognized by no less than 

international experts from the United Nations and its partner ageÎÃÉÅÓȟȱ !ÄÏÂÏ ÓÁÉÄȢ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://mb.com.ph/2021/02/22/pogi -point s-for-task-force-as-denr-chief-cites-its-award-

winning -efforts/  
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'ÏÖȭÔ ÔÁÓË ÆÏÒÃÅ ×ÉÎÓ ÉÎÔÅÒÎÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ Á×ÁÒÄ 

By: Jhesset O. Enano - Reporter /  @JhessetEnanoINQ 
Philippine Daily Inquirer  / 04:58 AM February 22, 2021 
 

MANILA, Philippines ɂ An interagency government task force focused on curbing wildlife 

trafficking in the Philippines was recognized by the United Nations for its efforts in halting illegal 

wildlife trafficking and trade in the country.  

The Philippine Operation Group on Ivory and Illegal Wildlife Trade (Pogi) was among the eight 

winners of the Asia Environmental Enforcement Awards for 2020, given in recognition of 

achievements in combating transboundary environmental crimes, including those in wildlife and 

in plastic waste. 

It is the first time for Pogi, which operates under the Biodiversity Management Bureau of the 

Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR-BMB), to receive the award from the 

United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), the International Criminal Police Organization, 

or Interpol, and the World Customs Organization. 

4ÈÅ ÔÁÓË ÆÏÒÃÅ ×ÁÓ ÎÏÍÉÎÁÔÅÄ ÁÎÄ ×ÏÎ ÕÎÄÅÒ ÔÈÅ ÃÁÔÅÇÏÒÙ ÏÆ ȰÉÍÐÁÃÔȟȱ ×ÈÉÃÈ ÈÉÇÈÌÉÇÈÔÓ ÈÏ× ÌÁ× 

enforcement operations have successfully disrupted criminal  networks. 

It is composed of wildlife law enforcers from the DENR and the National Bureau of Investigation, 

as well as representatives from the Philippine National Police, Bureau of Customs (BOC) and the 

Philippine Coast Guard, and regional and local enforcement personnel. 

Ȭ)ÍÐÁÃÔ ÏÆ ÏÐÅÒÁÔÉÏÎÓȭ 

Ȱ4ÈÅ 0ÏÇÉ ÔÅÁÍ ÈÁÓ ÐÒÏÖÉÄÅÄ ÁÎ ÅØÃÅÌÌÅÎÔ ÅØÁÍÐÌÅ of collaboration and coordination between 

enforcement agencies leading to improved impact of operations against the illegal trade in 

×ÉÌÄÌÉÆÅȟȱ ÔÈÅ ÃÉÔÁÔÉÏÎ ÒÅÁÄ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ×ÉÎÎÅÒÓȭ ÁÎÎÏÕÎÃÅÍÅÎÔ ÌÁÓÔ ×ÅÅËȢ 

4ÈÅ 5.%0 ÈÉÇÈÌÉÇÈÔÅÄ 0ÏÇÉȭÓ ÁÒÒÅÓÔ ÏÆ 3ÈÁÒÏÎ *ÏÎÊÏÎ ,im, a notorious online trafficker of raptors 

and other wild animals, who had eluded authorities for at least five years. His arrest in Manila in 

2019 led to the rescue of 13 animals, including peregrine falcons, eclectus parrots, sulcata tortoises 

and iguanas. 

Organized in 2013, Pogi was initially formed to probe reports of ivory smuggling after the 

Philippines was tagged among the countries of concern in the illegal ivory trade, particularly in its 

role as a transit country for elephant tusks. 

It has expanded its mandate, leading various enforcement operations against wildlife poaching 

and trafficking.  

Hot spot  

Wildlife crime is a lucrative trade, valued at $10 billion to $23 billion every year, according to 

7ÏÒÌÄ "ÁÎËȭÓ 'ÌÏÂÁÌ 7ÉÌÄÌÉÆÅ 0ÒÏÇÒÁÍȢ )Ô ÉÓ ÔÈÅ Æourth biggest illegal business on the planet, 

following narcotics, human trafficking and firearms.  

In the Philippines, a country known for its rich and unique biodive rsity but also a hot spot for 

environmental crime, at least P50 billion is lost annually due to the illegal trade. The estimated 

amount covers market value of wildlife, ecological and ecotourism value and damage to habitats. 
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'ÏÖȭÔ ÔÁÓË ÆÏÒÃÅ ×ÉÎÓ ÉÎÔÅÒÎÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ Á×ÁÒÄ 

 

Data from the DENR-BMB showed that the value of confiscated wildlife from 2013 to 2018 reached 

nearly P185 million. This is perhaps a conservative figure, based only on the selling price of the 

confiscated wildlife in that period.  

With traffickers quickly adapting to new t ools and techniques in their trade, such as operating in 

the underbelly of social networking sites, Pogi and its government and civil society partners have a 

lot of work ahead of them. 

Ȱ7Å ÁÒÅ ÖÅÒÙ ÈÁÐÐÙ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÁÎËÆÕÌ ÔÈÁÔ ÏÕÒ ÅÆÆÏÒÔÓ ÈÁÖÅ ÂÅÅÎ ÒÅÃÏÇÎÉÚÅÄȟȱ said Rogelio Demelletes 

Jr., a BMB wildlife law enforcer and a Pogi member. 

Ȱ4ÈÉÓ ÉÓ ÊÕÓÔ Á ÂÏÎÕÓȟ ÏÆ ÃÏÕÒÓÅȟ ÓÉÎÃÅ ×Å ÄÏÎȭÔ ÅØÐÅÃÔ ÁÎÙ Á×ÁÒÄȟȱ ÈÅ ÓÁÉÄȢ Ȱ7ÈÁÔ ×Å ÁÒÅ ÄÏÉÎÇ ÉÓ 

ÊÕÓÔ ÉÎÈÅÒÅÎÔ ÉÎ ÏÕÒ ÆÕÎÃÔÉÏÎȢȱ 

Demelletes said the team had been successful in wildlife protection, as well as in the enforcement 

and filing of cases, and even in court convictions. 

Waste smuggling  

The UNEP also recognized John Simon, a port collector with the BOC in Northern Mindanao, for 

his work against the entry of imported illegal waste in the Philippines. 

He was cited for his help in initiating court proceedings against foreign suspects involved in waste 

smuggling, as well as for spearheading the clearing of dumps of illegal foreign waste. 

Other awardees included individuals and environmental law enforcement groups in India, 

Malaysia and Indonesia. 

Ȱ)Î ÌÉÇÈÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÏÎÇÏÉÎÇ ÇÌÏÂÁÌ ÃÒÉÓÉÓȟ ÁÄÄÒÅÓÓÉÎÇ ÉÌÌÅÇÁÌ ×ÉÌÄÌÉÆÅ ÔÒÁÄÅ ÁÎÄ ÏÔÈÅÒ ÅÎÖÉÒÏÎÍÅÎÔÁÌ 

crimes will contribute significantly t o keeping our forests healthy and securing the lives of more 

than 650 million people in the Asean (Association of Southeast Asian Nations) that depend on 

ÔÈÅÓÅȟȱ 4ÈÅÒÅÓÁ -ÕÎÄÉÔÁ ,ÉÍȟ ÅØÅÃÕÔÉÖÅ ÄÉÒÅÃÔÏÒ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ !ÓÅÁÎ #ÅÎÔÒÅ ÆÏÒ "ÉÏÄÉÖÅÒÓÉÔÙȟ ÓÁÉÄ ÉÎ Á 

statement. 

While the work of the United Nations and Interpol has improved the governance of 

transboundary environmental crime, it is nothing without enforcement, said UNEP Asia-Pacific 

regional director Dechen Tsering. 

Ȱ4ÈÁÔȭÓ ×ÈÙ ÔÈÅ ×ÏÒË ÏÆ ÔÈÉÓ ÙÅÁÒȭÓ ×ÉÎÎÅÒÓ is vital. They are on the front lines of environmental 

ÐÒÏÔÅÃÔÉÏÎȟȱ ÓÈÅ ÓÁÉÄȢ 

 

 

Read more: https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/1398418/govt-task-force-wins-international -

award#ixzz6nEZifj6u 

Follow us: @inquirerdotnet on Twitter  | inquirerdotnet on Facebook 
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Anti -illegal wildlife trade task force pinapurihan sa 

ÐÁÇÔÁÎÇÇÁÐ ÎÇ ÉÎÔȭÌ ÐÒÉÚÅ 

 

February 22, 2021 @ 7:30 PM  10 hours ago 

  

 

 

Manila, Philippines ɀ Pinapurihan ni Environment Secretary Roy A. Cimatu ang inter-agency task 

force Philippine Operations Group Ivory and Illegal Wildlife o POGI sa kanilang pagkapanalo sa 

prestiyosong Asia Environmental Enforcement Awards na ibinigay ng United Nations 

Environment Programme (UNEP). 

Ayon kay Cimatu, ang award ay isang patotoo ng patuloy na pangako ng Department of 

Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) ng paninindigan nito sa kanyang mandato para 

protektahan, alagaan, at pangalagaan ang environment and natural resources para sa susunod na 

henerasyon. 

Ȱ4ÈÉÓ ÓÅÒÖÅÓ ÁÓ ÁÎÏÔÈÅÒ ÆÅÁÔÈÅÒ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÃÁÐ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÁÇÅÎÃÙ ÏÎ ÅÎÖÉÒÏÎÍÅÎÔÁÌ ÌÁ× ÅÎÆÏÒÃÅÍÅÎÔȟȱ ÁÙÏÎ 

sa DENR chief. 

Ang POGI, na pinamumunuan ni Undersecretary Atty. Ernesto D. Adobo Jr., ay binubuo ng gropo 

ÎÇ ×ÉÌÄÌÉÆÅ ÅÎÆÏÒÃÅÒÓ ÍÕÌÁ ÓÁ ÉÂÁȭÔ ÉÂÁÎÇ ÁÈÅÎÓÙÁ ÎÇ ÐÁÍÁÈÁÌÁÁÎ ËÁÂÉÌÁÎÇ ÁÎÇ $%.2-Biodiversity 

Management Bureau, National Bureau of Investigation, Philippine National Police, National 

Intelligence Coordinting Agency, Bureau of Customs, at DENR-National Capital Region ay kinilala 

sa katatapos na 5th Asia Environmental Enforcement Awards sa ilalim ng Impact category nitong 

nakalipas na Pebrero  17, 2021. 

Base pa sa DENR, ang award ay ibinibigay sa mga indibwal o government organization o grupo na 

nagpakita ng katangi tangi at natatanging pamumuno at pagpapatupapd ng national laws para 

labanan ang transboundary environmental crime. 

Ngayon taon ang UNEP ay ginawaran ng pagkilala ang mga nagpakita ng kanilang natatangi at 

mahusay na pamumuno mula sa isa o higit pang kategorya na kinabibilangan ng collaboration, 

impact, innovation, integrity at gender leadership. 
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Anti -illegal wi ldlife trade task force pinapurihan sa 

ÐÁÇÔÁÎÇÇÁÐ ÎÇ ÉÎÔȭÌ ÐÒÉÚÅ 

 

Sinabi pa ng DENR na ang Task Force POGI ay kabilang sa nagwagi ng kanilang natatanging 

collaboration and coordination framework   mula sa ibaȭÔ ÉÂÁÎÇ ÐÁÇÐÁÐÁÔÕÐÁÄ ÎÇ ÁÈÅÎÓÙÁ ÐÁÒÁ 

labanan ang epekto ng operation laban sa illegal trade sa wildlife. 

Habang sa panahon ng nomination period mula Hunyo 2019 hanggang Mayo 2020 ang task force 

ay matagumpay na nakahuli ng high profile traffickers at nakakumpiska ng illegal trafficked 

goods. 

Nabatid pa sa DENR na ang highlight ng operasyon ay nitong Agosto 2019 matapos madakip ng 

task force si Sharon Jonjon Lim isang notorious  online wildlife trader   ay nagging mailap nitong 

mga nakalipas na limang taon at narekober mula sa kanya ang may 13 rare animals na 

nagkakahalaga ng US$5,000 na may halagang P250,000. 

Si Atty. Adobo na DENR   Undersecretary for Legal, Administration, Human Resources and 

Legislative Affairs ay tumanggap ng award sa virtual ceremony. 

ȰWe are humbled and deeply grateful that our collective efforts and initiatives in combating 

environmental crimes, particularly crimes against wildlife, are recognized by no less than 

ÉÎÔÅÒÎÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ ÅØÐÅÒÔÓ ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ 5ÎÉÔÅÄ .ÁÔÉÏÎÓ ÁÎÄ ÉÔÓ ÐÁÒÔÎÅÒ ÁÇÅÎÃÉÅÓȟȱ ayon kay Adobo.  (Santi 

Celario)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.remate.ph/anti -illegal-wildlife -trade-task-force-pinapurihan-sa-pagtanggap-

ng-intl -prize/   
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$%.2ȭÓ 4ÁÓË Force POGI bags UNEP environmental awards  

By Jonathan L. Mayuga 
February 23, 2021 

 

The Department of Environment and Natural Resources-led Philippine Operations Group on Ivory 

and Illegal Wildlife Trade, or Task Force POGI, has been adjudged as a winner in the Asia 

Environmental Enforcement Awards given by the United Nations Environmental Program (UNEP) 

recently. 

Chaired by Undersecretary Atty. Ernesto D. Adobo. Jr., the interagency Task Force POGI is a 

composite team of wildlife enforcers from various agencies, including DENR-Biodiversity 

Management Bureau, National Bureau of Investigation, Philippine National Police, National 

Intelligence Coordinating Agency, Bureau of Customs, and DENR-National Capital Region. 

The DENR-led task force won in the 5th Asia Environmental Enforcement Awards under Impact 

Category on February 17, 2021. 

The award is given to individuals and/or government organizations or teams that demonstrate 

excellence and outstanding leadership in enforcement of national laws to combat transboundary 

environmental crime. 

This year, UNEP gave awards to groups or organizations who have demonstrated excellence and 

leadership in one or more of the following categories: collaboration; impact; innovation; integrity; 

and gender leadership. 

Task Force POGI was one of the eight winners mainly for its excellent collaboration and 

coordination framework among different enforcement agencies, thus enhancing the impact of 

operations against illegal trade in wildlife. 

In a news statement, DENR Secretary Roy A. Cimatu cited the Task Force for bagging the 

ÐÒÅÓÔÉÇÉÏÕÓ Á×ÁÒÄ ÁÓ ȰÁ ÔÅÓÔÉÍÏÎÙ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÎÔÉÎÕÉÎÇ ÃÏÍÍÉÔÍÅÎÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ $ÅÐÁÒÔÍÅÎÔ ÏÆ 

Environment and Natural Resources [DENR] on upholding its mandate of protecting, conserving, 

ÁÎÄ ÍÁÎÁÇÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÅÎÖÉÒÏÎÍÅÎÔ ÁÎÄ ÎÁÔÕÒÁÌ ÒÅÓÏÕÒÃÅÓ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÐÒÅÓÅÎÔ ÁÎÄ ÆÕÔÕÒÅ ÇÅÎÅÒÁÔÉÏÎÓȢȱ 

Ȱ4ÈÉÓ ÓÅÒÖÅÓ ÁÓ ÁÎÏÔÈÅÒ ÆÅÁÔÈÅÒ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÃÁÐ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÁÇÅÎÃÙ ÏÎ ÅÎÖÉÒÏÎÍÅÎÔÁÌ ÌÁ× ÅÎÆÏÒÃÅÍÅÎÔȟȱ ÔÈÅ 

DENR chief said. 

During the nominat ion period from June 2019 to May 2020, the task force has successfully 

apprehended high profile traffickers and confiscated illegally trafficked goods. 

The key highlight was in August 2019 when the task force arrested Sharon Jonjon Lim, a notorious 

online wildlife trader who had eluded authorities for about five years, and recovered from him 13 

rare animals worth around $5,000, or around P250,000. 

Adobo, who is also the DENR Undersecretary for Legal, Administration, Human Resources and 

Legislative Affairs, received the award in a virtual ceremony. 

Ȱ7Å ÁÒÅ ÈÕÍÂÌÅÄ ÁÎÄ ÄÅÅÐÌÙ ÇÒÁÔÅÆÕÌ ÔÈÁÔ ÏÕÒ ÃÏÌÌÅÃÔÉÖÅ ÅÆÆÏÒÔÓ ÁÎÄ ÉÎÉÔÉÁÔÉÖÅÓ ÉÎ ÃÏÍÂÁÔÉÎÇ 

environmental crimes, particularly crimes against wildlife, are recognized by no less than 

international experts from the  5ÎÉÔÅÄ .ÁÔÉÏÎÓ ÁÎÄ ÉÔÓ ÐÁÒÔÎÅÒ ÁÇÅÎÃÉÅÓȟȱ !ÄÏÂÏ ÓÁÉÄ ÉÎ ÈÉÓ 

acceptance message. 
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$%.2ȭÓ 4ÁÓË &ÏÒÃÅ 0/') ÂÁÇÓ 5.%0 ÅÎÖÉÒÏÎÍÅÎÔÁÌ Á×ÁÒÄÓ 

 

4ÈÉÓ ÙÅÁÒȭÓ !ÓÉÁ %ÎÖÉÒÏÎÍÅÎÔÁÌ %ÎÆÏÒÃÅÍÅÎÔ !×ÁÒÄÓȟ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ ÔÈÅÍÅ Ȱ&ÉÇÈting transboundary 

environmenÔÁÌ ÃÒÉÍÅȟȱ ×ÁÓ ÁÌÓÏ ÉÎ ÐÁÒÔÎÅÒÓÈÉÐ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ 5ÎÉÔÅÄ .ÁÔÉÏÎÓ /ÆÆÉÃÅ ÏÎ $ÒÕÇÓ ÁÎÄ 

Crime, Secretariat of the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna 

and Flora, International Criminal Police Organization, and World Customs Organization. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://businessmirror.com.ph/2021/02/23/denrs-task-force-pogi-bags-unep-

environmental-awards/ 
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DENR records further decrease in Manila Bay coliform l evel 

By Ma. Alaine P. AllaniguePublished on February 23, 2021 

 

Historic Manila Bay (Philippine News Agency file photo) 

 

QUEZON CITY, Feb. 23 (PIA) -- Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) 

Secretary Roy A. Cimatu on Monday vowed to continue the government's "gainful campaign" to 

clean the waters of Manila Bay following the significant decline in the level of fecal coliform in the 

historic bay.  

Cimatu said water samples taken last Feb. 8 from 21 stations surrounding the Manila Bay have 

shown significantly lower fecal coliform from the annual average of 7.16 million most probable 

number per 100 milliliters (mpn/100ml) in 2020 to only 4.87 million mpn/100ml at present. 

Moreover, he noted that fecal coliform level in the waters near the beach nourishment project has 

dropped from 2.2 million mpn/100ml last Jan. 4 to 523,000 mpn/100 ml on Feb. 8, based on the 

average count from three monitoring stations. 

Despite time constraints due to other pressing commitments and the coronavirus 2019 pandemic, 

Cimatu said the agency still persevered to address the issues in Manila Bay, particularly its water 

quality. 

"Amidst the other tasks that we are also seriously taking on and the restrictions brought about by 

the pandemic, we assure the Filipino people that our focus to clean Manila Bay is crystal clear," 

Cimatu said. 

"We have doubled, if not tripled, our efforts to rehabilit ate Manila Bay, especially in bringing 

ÄÏ×Î ÔÈÅ ×ÁÔÅÒȭÓ ÆÅÃÁÌ ÃÏÌÉÆÏÒÍȟΉ he emphasized. 

The DENR chief reiterated his commitment to lowering down the fecal coliform of the Manila Bay 

to Class SB in order to be safe for recreational activities and fishing. 

"We will make sure that we continue to clean the waters of Manila Bay until it becomes safe again 

for contact activities," he said. 
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DENR records further decrease in Manila Bay coliform l evel 

 

Cimatu, who is also the chair of the Manila Bay Task Force, said they will continue to implement 

necessary interventions to address the water quality of Manila Bay. 

He pointed out that additional water quality monitoring stations have been installed along the 

Manila Baywalk on Roxas Boulevard, apart from the regular stations used in 2019 and 2020, to 

monitor the fecal coliform level of the waters within the major outfalls. 

The DENR chief also cited that the sewage treatment plant constructed along the Manila Yacht 

Club has sustained its operation, which also notably contributed in lowering down fecal coliform 

in the outfall that  drains into the Manila Bay. (PIA NCR) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://pia.gov.ph/news/articles/1067656 
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DENR, private firm boost dev't of NGP plantations  

By Zorayda Tecson  February 22, 2021, 9:04 pm 

 

 

CITY OF SAN FERNANDO, Pampanga ɀ The Department of Environment and Natural Resources 

(DENR) Regional Office here has partnered with the Star 8 Green Technology Corporation (GTC) 

to boost the development and protection of established plantations in Bataan under the National 

Greening Program (NGP). 

Paquito Moreno, Jr., executive director of the DENR in Central Luzon, on Monday said Star 8 GTC 

will adopt an estimated 350 hectares of NGP-established plantations inside the multiple -use zone 

ÏÆ ÔÈÅ "ÁÔÁÁÎ .ÁÔÕÒÁÌ 0ÁÒË ÉÎ -ÏÒÏÎÇ ÔÏ×Î ÕÎÄÅÒ ÔÈÅ Ȱ.Å× 4ÏÍÏÒÒÏ×ȱ ÐÒÏÇÒÁÍ ÔÏ ÓÔÒÅÎÇÔÈÅÎ ÉÔÓ 

protection and enhance the development  of agroforestry. 

Ȱ!ÄÍÉÔÔÅÄÌÙȟ ÔÈÅ ÔÁÓË ÏÆ ÅÎÓÕÒÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÓÕÒÖÉÖÁÌ ÏÆ ÐÌÁÎÔÅÄ ÔÒÅÅÓ ÎÅÅÄÓ ÍÏÒÅ ÍÁÎÐÏ×ÅÒ ÁÎÄ ÒÅÓources 

ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÅ $%.2 ÃÁÎÎÏÔ ÐÒÏÖÉÄÅ ÁÎÄ ÄÅÓÐÉÔÅ .'0ȭÓ ÓÉÇÎÉÆÉÃÁÎÔ ÇÁÉÎÓȟ ÉÔ ÁÌÓÏ ÈÁÓ ÉÔÓ ÓÈÏÒÔÃÏÍÉÎÇÓ ÔÈÁÔ 

ÎÅÅÄ ÕÔÍÏÓÔ ÁÔÔÅÎÔÉÏÎȟȱ -ÏÒÅÎÏ ÓÁid in official social media post. 

He cited Star 8 GTC for its commitment to intensify protection and development of agroforestry 

through the adoption of the established NGP plantations. 

Ȱ4ÈÅ ÍÁÊÏÒ ÃÈÁÌÌÅÎÇÅ ÂÅÓÅÔÔÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÆÏÒÅÓÔÒÙ ÓÅÃÔÏÒ ÉÓ ÈÏ× ÔÏ ÐÒÏÖÉÄÅ Óustainable financing for 

sustainable forest management to mobilize green investment from international, national, and 

ÒÅÇÉÏÎÁÌ ÓÏÕÒÃÅÓ ÅÓÐÅÃÉÁÌÌÙ ÔÈÏÓÅ ÃÏÍÉÎÇ ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ ÐÒÉÖÁÔÅ ÓÅÃÔÏÒȟȱ -ÏÒÅÎÏ ÓÁÉÄȢ 

(Å ÓÁÉÄ ÔÈÅ Ȱ.Å× 4ÏÍÏÒÒÏ×ȱ ÐÒÏÇÒÁÍ ÉÓ ÉÎÄÅÅÄ ÓÕÉÔÁÂÌÅ ÁÓ Ét invol ves all stakeholders to proactively 

integrate forestry programs into the wider context of development and instead of viewing forestry 

as a corporate sector. 

Ȱ7Å ÓÅÅ ÍÏÒÅ ÊÏÂÓ ÂÅÉÎÇ ÐÒÏÖÉÄÅÄ ÔÏ ÌÏÃÁÌ ÃÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÉÅÓ ÉÎÃÌÕÄÉÎÇ ÏÕÒ ÉÎÄÉÇÅÎÏÕÓ ÐÅÏÐÌÅȟ 

especially aÔ Á ÔÉÍÅ ÌÉËÅ ÔÈÉÓȟ ×ÈÅÎ ÔÈÅ ÅÃÏÎÏÍÙ ÉÓ ÓÔÉÌÌ ÒÅÅÌÉÎÇ ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ ÅÆÆÅÃÔÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÐÁÎÄÅÍÉÃȟȱ 

he said. 

Engineer Ronald Laurel, managing director of Star 8 GTC, said they will plant one million 

coconuts, cashew nut, and coffee within the 350-hectare adopted NGP plantation.  
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DENR, private firm boost dev't of NGP plantations  

 

Laurel said the fruit crops will be inter-cropped with already growing forest trees and seedlings in 

the area to augment forest cover and at the same time, provide livelihood opportunities to local 

communities in the area coming from the harvest in the planted crops. 

NGP, which was launched in 2011, aims to reforest 1.5 million hectares of denuded forestlands and 

watersheds in the country, reduce poverty, provide food security, conserve biodiversity and 

address global warming and climate change. 

The program was expanded until 2028 under Executive Order No. 193 to reforest the remaining 

degraded forestlands and remains one of the banner programs of the government. 

In Central Luzon, the DENR-Region 3 has established more than 122,000 hectares of forest 

plantation since 2011. 

Star 8 GTC is an innovative technology company engaged in introducing new green technology 

products and applications and a global leader in solar lights and electric vehicles. (PNA) 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: htt ps://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1131494 
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Pagbaha sa kagubatan maiiwasan sa reforestation  

Malou Escudero (Pang-masa ) - February 23, 2021 - 12:00am 

MANILA, Philippines ɂ Nanawagan si Senador Grace Poe para sa pagsusuri ng National Greening 

Program (NGP) ng Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) para sa kabiguang 

pigilan nito ang pag-urong ng takip ng kagubatan ng mga bundok ng Sierra Madre at Cordillera na 

naging sanhi ng matinding pagbaha sa mga lalawigan. ng Cagayan at Isabela. 

Sinabi ni Senador Poe na kinakailangan ng agarang reforestation ng Sierra Madre at mga bundok 

ng Cordillera upang mabuo at hindi  na maranasan ang puwersa ng kalikasan. 

Anya, ang reforestaÔÉÏÎ ÁÙ ÉÓÁÎÇ ÁÐÌÉËÁÓÙÏÎ ÎÇ ÐÒÉÎÓÉÐÙÏÎÇ Ȱ"ÕÉÌÄ "ÁÃË "ÅÔÔÅÒȱ - ang proseso ng 

pagbuo ng mga matatag na pamayanan na dapat na gawing mas malakas kaysa dati sa 

pamamagitan ng pagtugon sa mga dati nang kahinaan na naging madali sa mga sakuna. 

Noong Disyembre 2019, lumubog ang anim na mga barangay sa bayan ng Alcala sa Cagayan na 

nakakaapekto sa 10,000 pamilya. 

Idinagdag pa ni Poe, na ang pag-reforestate ng mga nabubulok at hindi mabungang lupa ay 

nakasalalay sa mabisang pagpapatupad ng NGP. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.philstar.com/pang -masa/police-metro/2021/02/23/2079696/pagbaha-sa-

kagubatan-maiiwasan-sa-reforestation 
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DENR warns of possible closure of Mt. Apo due to trekking 

violations  

ABS-CBN News 
Posted at Feb 23 2021 03:29 AM 
 
 

The Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) in Davao region on Monday said 

that temporary closure of the country's highest mountain is possible, following violations 

committed by some trekkers and mountaineers. 

DENR officials initially found  out during their trail and camp assessment last February 11 to 14 on 

Mount Apo's Kapatagan trail that littering and vandalism were present along the trail, campsite, 

and in its environment.  

¶ Littering, vandalism, observed in DENR officials' ascent to Mt. Apo 

Many violations were also observed, including the non-observance of the IATF guidelines in terms 

of social distancing, unregulated noise along the trails and camps, and the presence of an alarming 

cultivation beyond the strict protection zone.  

Since its reopening last November 2020 after the closure due to the pandemic, DENR has limited 

the number of trekkers from 50, which is the regular capacity, to 25 climbers per climb per day, 

which is a 50% reduction of trekkers in compliance to SUB-PAMB Resolution No.27, Series of 2020 

and IATF Omnibus Guidelines. 

The assessment report also revealed that there is possible use of prohibited substances on Mount 

Apo due to presence of marijuana found at the 87 degree trail going to the crater and peak. 

DENR XI Regional Director Bagani Evasco has ordered anew its officials to further intensify the 

enforcement of environmental laws. 

"If left unabated, the closure of Mt. Apo might be possible in the coming days, when necessary, in 

ÏÒÄÅÒ ÔÏ ÐÁÖÅ ÔÈÅ ×ÁÙ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÉÍÍÅÄÉÁÔÅ ÒÅÈÁÂÉÌÉÔÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ .ÁÔÕÒÁÌ 0ÁÒËȭÓ 4ÒÁÉÌÓ ÁÎÄ #ÁÍÐÓÉÔÅÓȟΉ 

the DENR XI said in a statement. 

- report from Hernel Tocmo  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://news.abs-cbn.com/news/02/23/21/denr-warns-of-possible-closure-of-mt-apo-due-

to-trekking -violations 
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Pamitinan Protected Landscape now open to public  

By: Cathri ne Gonzales  - Reporter /  @cgonzalesINQ 
INQUIRER.net / 10:15 AM February 22, 2021 
 

MANILA, Philippines ɂ The Pamitinan Protected Landscape in Rodriguez, Rizal is now open to 

the public. 

Ȱ4ÏÄÁÙȟ &ÅÂÒÕÁÒÙ άάȟ άΪάΫȟ ×Å ÏÆÆÉÃÉÁÌÌÙ announce that we are now opening Pamitinan Protected 

Landscape that covers Mt. Pamitinan, Mt. Binicayan and Mt. Hapunang Banoy (Banoi) that will 

ÏÎÌÙ ÁÃÃÅÐÔ ÇÕÅÓÔÓ ÁÇÅÓ Ϋί ÔÏ ΰί ÙÅÁÒÓ ÏÌÄȟȱ ÒÅÁÄ Á ÐÏÓÔ ÏÎ -ÏÎÄÁÙ ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ &ÁÃÅÂÏÏË ÐÁÇÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 

Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) dedicated to the 608-hectare nature 

reserve. 

Online reservations for hiking are now available, according to the post. 

Ȱ7Å ×ÉÌÌ ÎÏÔ ÁÃÃÅÐÔ ÌÁÔÅ ÁÎÄ ÒÕÓÈ ÒÅÓÅÒÖÁÔÉÏÎÓȟ ÓÉÎÇÌÅ ÈÉËÅ ÏÒ Ô×ÉÎ-hike is accepted but no trilÏÇÙȟȱ 

the post added. 

The DENR has also laid down guidelines in visiting the protected landscape in view of the Covid-

19 pandemic. 

According to DENR, children who are below 15, senior citizens aged 66 years old and above, those 

with immunodeficiency and comorbidities, and pregnant women will not be allowed to enter. 

Ȱ4ÈÅ ÎÕÍÂÅÒ ÏÆ ÈÉËÉÎÇȾÔÒÅËËÉÎÇ ÁÎÄ ÒÏck/wall climbing activities and other activities/side -trips 

such as swimming, camping/overnight stay, group recreation, photography/pictorial are 

minimized i n number and should foÌÌÏ× ÐÈÙÓÉÃÁÌ ÄÉÓÔÁÎÃÉÎÇȟȱ ÔÈÅ ÄÅÐÁÒÔÍÅÎÔ ÁÌÓÏ ÓÁÉÄȢ 

Only hiking and wall cli mbing activities will be accommodated for the online reservation, 

according to the agency. 

Ȱ)Î ÁÃÃÏÒÄÁÎÃÅ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ )!4& ɉ)ÎÔÅÒ-Agency Task Force for the Management of Emerging 

Infectious Diseases), carrying capacity for trekking activity will follow but in the meantime, it will 

ÂÅ ÍÉÎÉÍÉÚÅÄ ÔÏ έΪГ ÐÅÒ ÍÏÕÎÔÁÉÎȟ ÌÉÍÉÔÅÄ ÔÏ ΫΫί ÐÅÒÓÏÎÓ ÐÅÒ ÍÏÕÎÔÁÉÎȟȱ ÔÈÅ $%.2 ÁÄÄÅÄȢ 

The department also said wearing of face mask and face shield should be observed in registration 

areas, but it can be removed during hiking and wall climbing. Visitors should likewise practice 

physical distancing and bring their own sanitizers and food utensils. 

The DENR said visitors should not bring alcoholic beverages while staying in the area to minimize 

mingling with the locals and prevent the spread of the SARS-CoV-2 virus that causes Covid-19. 

The DENR Protected Area Superintendent-Office Registration Area for hiking and wall climbing 

activities will be open at 4 a.m. from Monday to Sunday including holidays and will not entertain 

visitors beyond 12 noon. 

Walk-ins will not be allowed, according to the department. 

 

Read more: https://newsinfo. inquirer.net/1398502/pamitinan-protected-landscape-now-open-to-

public#ixzz6nEcQR1Ac 

Follow us: @inquirerdotnet on Twitter  | inquirerdotnet on Facebook 
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Green sea turtle dies shortly after rescue  

 

ZAMBOANGA. Environment personnel examine the female green sea turtle they rescue along with the Bureau of 

Fisheries and Aquatic Resources last week in Kabatan village, Vincenzo Sagun, Zamboanga del Norte. The turtle, 

however, dies shortly after it was rescued due to ingestion of plastic wastes. (SunStar Zamboanga) 

February 22, 2021 

A FEMALE Green Sea Turtle that was found trapped last week inside a fish pen died shortly after it 

was rescued in Kabatan village, Vincenzo Sagun, Zamboanga del Sur, an environment official said 

Monday, February 22. 

 

Rosevirico Tan, Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) information officer, 

said the turtle was found trapped inside the fish pen by Alberto Gratol, a fisherman from Kabatan 

village, who reported his find to the Community Environment and N atural Resources Office 

(Cenro)-Guipos and Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources (BFAR). 

 

Tan said a team of Cenro-Guipos and BFAR personnel immediately rescued the turtle, but it was 

weak and covered in barnacles around its plastron, flippers, carapace and neck. 

 

Tan said the turtle died shortly after it was rescued. 

 

He said that in a necropsy examination conducted by Cenro-Guipos and BFAR, the turtle was 

found to have ingested plastic straw and nylon, which is suspected to be its cause of its death. 

 

He said the turtle was immediately buried to avoid contamination after the necropsy examination. 

 

"This is just one of many incidents of marine species dying due to ingestion of plastic wastes," he 

added. 

 

In a report made by United Nations (UN) during th e 2016 UN Biodiversity Conference, it was 

found that the number of marine species affected by marine wastes has increased from 633 species 

to 817 since 2012 and it is also noted that most of these wastes are made from plastics. 
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Green sea turtle dies shortly after rescue  

 

Meanwhile, the DENR regional office urged and reminded everyone to help on the conservation 

and protection of our environment and natural resources. 

 

The DENR also continued its Information Education and Communication campaign efforts in 

order to spread more awareness and knowledge on solid waste management and the harmful 

effects of marine litter to organisms in our oceans. (SunStar Zamboanga)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.sunstar.com.ph/article/1886736 
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Selling of giant clams prohibited: BFAR -7 

By Carlo Lorenciana  February 22, 2021, 5:22 pm 

 

GIANT CLAMS. The Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources in Central Visayas reported on Monday (Feb. 22, 2021) 

that tons of giant clams worth P255 million were confiscated in Negros Oriental last week. The agency said the sale of 

these marine species is banned by law. (Photo courtesy of BFAR-7) 

 

CEBU CITY ɀ The Bureau of Fisheries and Acquatic Resources in Central Visayas (BFAR-7) on 

Monday warned that collecting and selling giant clamÓ ɉ4ÒÉÄÁÃÎÁ ÇÉÇÁÓɊ ÌÏÃÁÌÌÙ ËÎÏ×Î ÁÓ ΉÔÁËÌÏÂÏȱ 

are prohibited. 

The agency issued the warning after tons of giant clams worth PHP255 million were confiscated by 

the Criminal Investigation and Detection Group in Negros Oriental last week. 

Florencia Mepaña, head of BFAR-Negros Oriental fishery office (PFO), reiterated that the law 

prohibits the sale and collection of giant clams. 

The violation is stipulated under Section 102 (Paragraph B), which states the prohibition on 

"fishing or taking of rare, threatened or endangered species," of Republic Act 10654 or "An Act to 

Prevent, Deter and Eliminate Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated Fishing" that amended RA 8550 

or "The Philippine Fisheries Code of 1998." 

Mepaña said it is unlawful to fish, take, catch, gather, sell, purchase, possess, transport, export, 

forward or ship out aquatic species listed in Convention on International Trade in Endangered 

Species of Wild Flora and Fauna (CITES), a global trade agreement to protect wildlife, if scientific 

assessments show that the population of the species in the wild cannot remain viable under 

pressure of collection and trade. 

She said with the recent apprehension, people should be more aware of this prohibited act and 

hopefully would be discouraged from collecting or selling giant clams that are supposed to be 

conserved. 

Mepaña added that BFAR is closely coordinating with the local government unit in the 

neighboring island of Negros Oriental to further strengthen the information drive so as to avoid 

another incident to happen. 
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Selling of giant clams prohibited: BFAR -7 

 

According to the Endangered Species International, giant clams fill a valuable role as filter feeders, 

cleaning the water of pollutants as they ingest algae or plankton. 

They can reach around 1.2 meters (3.9 feet) long in size and weigh up to 200 kilograms (440 lbs). It 

has been estimated that giant clams can live up to 100 years. (PNA) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1131458 
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NV informal settlers near foreign mine face eviction  

 

By Leander C. Domingo, TMT 
February 22, 2021 

  

QUEZON, Nueva Vizcaya : Illegal settlers near London-based FCF Minerals Corp. here have been 

warned that they will face eviction if they continue to defy government orders to abandon 

declared geohazard areas. 

The warning came after the Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) said it is 

ready to file charges against illegal settlers for having ignored the orders. 

Edgar Martin, Provincial Environment and Natural Resources Office chief, said these geohazard 

ÁÒÅÁÓ ÁÒÅ ÐÒÏÎÅ ÔÏ ÌÁÎÄÓÌÉÄÅÓȟ ÅÎÄÁÎÇÅÒÉÎÇ ÐÅÏÐÌÅÓȭ ÌÉÖÅÓȟ Åspecially during heavy downpour. 

Last year, at least 10 illegal settlers refused to leave the areas despite local government-led 

ÅÖÁÃÕÁÔÉÏÎ ÁÃÔÉÖÉÔÉÅÓ ÄÕÒÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÏÎÓÌÁÕÇÈÔ ÏÆ 4ÙÐÈÏÏÎ Ȱ5ÌÙÓÓÅÓȱ ɉÉÎÔÅÒÎÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ ÎÁÍÅȡ Ȱ6ÁÍÃÏȱɊ 

when 10 people perished in a landslide. 

The illegal settlers are from the provinces of Quirino, Isabela and Ifugao. 

Local government officials said some of these settlers set up camp in mineral-rich areas, expecting 

to be offered a large sum of money in case FCF Minerals Corp. needed to operate there. 

The London-based mining firm runs the Runruno gold-molybdenum project under a financial and 

technical assistance agreement with the national government. 

The local officials said of the 411 illegal settlers, 28 families still refuse to leave the geohazard areas 

in the sitios of Bit-ang 1 and 2, Balcony and Compound in Runruno village here. 

 Martin said most of these illegal settlers have already been compensated by FCF Minerals Corp. in 

previous years. 

Meanwhile, the municipal government of Quezon has been going through the process of 

acquiring a 21-hectare relocation area in Barangay Buliwao for the illegal settlers. 

In addition to this, the National Housing Authority has p ledged some P50 million for the 

development of the relocation area for at least 37 families. 

Ȱ4ÈÅ ÍÏÖÅ ÔÏ ÒÅÌÏÃÁÔÅ ÔÈÅ ÉÌÌÅÇÁÌ ÓÅÔÔÌÅÒÓ ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ ÇÅÏÈÁÚÁÒÄ ÁÒÅÁÓ ÉÎ "ÁÒÁÎÇÁÙ Runruno is part of 

ÔÈÅ ÇÏÖÅÒÎÍÅÎÔȭÓ "ÕÉÌÄ "ÁÃË "ÅÔÔÅÒ 0ÒÏÇÒÁÍ ÁÆÔÅÒ 4ÙÐÈÏÏÎ Ȭ5ÌÙÓÓÅÓȭ ÓÅÖÅÒÅÌÙ ÆÌÏÏÄÅÄ ÍÏÓÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 

#ÁÇÁÙÁÎ 6ÁÌÌÅÙ ÒÅÇÉÏÎȭÓ ÐÒÏÖÉÎÃÅÓ ÁÎÄ ÃÉÔÉÅÓȟȱ -ÁÒÔÉÎ ÓÁÉÄȢ 

He added that they have been continuously reminding the illegal settlers about the risks and the 

penalties for settling in the geohazard and forest zone areas. 
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NV informal settlers near foreign mine face eviction  

 

Many have complied, but some insisted on staying in the areas, Martin said. 

He added that there have been a series of dialogues and information campaign activities that were 

conducted by the DENR, the Mines and Geo-sciences Bureau, the Philippine National Police and 

other agencies to convince the illegal settlers to leave, but to no avail. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.manilatimes.net/2021/02/22/news/regions/nv -informal -settlers-near-foreign-

mine-face-eviction/843645/ 
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Quarrying banned in Misami s Oriental  

 

By Cris Diaz 

February 23, 2021 

  

TAGOLOAN, Misamis Oriental: Five quarry operators were barred from entering and operating in 

the government-owned industrial estate here effective Monday. 

Phividec Industrial Authority Ad ministrator Jose Gabriel La Viña issued the directive after signing 

a cease-and-desist order to stop all quarry operations in the 3,000-hectare area under Phividec, 

particularly along the Tagoloan River. 

La Viña emphasized that all quarrying operations in the Phividec area are now illegal. He also said 

Phividec has not issued any quarrying permit within its area. 

La Viña stressed the need to protect the environment and ensure the safety of the people living in 

the Phividec Industrial Authority area.  

  He said Phividec has already lost 70 hectares because of the encroachment of illegal quarrying 

since the 1990s. 

La Viña said Phividec is ready to defend in court its decision to bar all quarry operators from 

entering the Phividec area. 

 Ȱ&ÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÓÁËÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÓÁÆety of the people and the protection of the environment, I am exhorting 

ÔÈÅ ,'5Ó ɉÌÏÃÁÌ ÇÏÖÅÒÎÍÅÎÔ ÕÎÉÔÓɊ ÔÏ ÂÅ ×ÉÔÈ ÍÅ ÉÎ ÔÈÉÓ ÁÄÖÏÃÁÃÙȟȱ ,Á 6ÉđÁ ÓÁÉÄȢ 

Presidential Decree No. 538 created the Phividec Industrial Authority and its charter as an 

autonomous industrial estate, primarily for the benefits of the veterans, for creating employment 

opportunities and for perking up the local economy. 

The Phividec industrial estate straddles the municipal towns of Villanueva and Tagolo-an in 

Misamis Oriental. 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.manilatimes.net/2021/02/23/news/regions/quarrying -banned-in-misamis-

oriental/844271/ 
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Bioethanol plant in  north Negros shut down due to 

pollution  

February 22, 20212 min read 

BACOLOD CITY ɀ The San Carlos Bioenergy Inc. (SCBI) based in San Carlos City, Negros 

Occidental has suspended its operation upon the order of Mayor Renato Gustilo amid the 

recurring pollution issues faced by the bioethanol producer. 

In a statement posted on Facebook on Monday, Gustilo said the plant ceased operation on Friday 

afternoon after he sent a letter to its management dated Feb. 18 informing the company on reports 

of its environmental violations.  

He said the series of incidents of water discoloration along the coastal waters of Sitio Maloloy-on 

in Barangay Punao are caused by wastewater discharges of the plant. 

Gustilo also cited as evidence the footages and reports from the City Planning and Development 

CoordinaÔÏÒȭÓ /ÆÆÉÃÅȟ "ÁÎÔÁÙ +ÁÔÕÎÇÇÁÎ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ #ÏÁÓÔÁÌ 2ÅÓÏÕÒÃÅ -ÁÎÁÇÅÍÅÎÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ #ÉÔÙ 

Environment Management Office (CRM-CEMO), Eco-Zone Multi -Partite Monitoring Team, and 

City Disaster Risk Reduction Management Office. 

Although specific mitigating measures were undertaken by the SCBI, such initiatives were not 

enough to cushion the negative impact of the water pollution to the people of San Carlos, he 

added. 

Gustilo thus strongly advised the SCBI management to temporarily cease operation until they are 

able to settle the recurring pollution issues. 

Otherwise, the city government will recommend to the Environmental Management Bureau of the 

Department of Environment and Natural Resources the issuance of a cease-and-desist order for 

the plant, Gustilo said. 

Arthur BatÏÍÁÌÁÑÕÅȟ ÔÈÅ ÃÉÔÙȭÓ ÓÅÎÉÏÒ ÅÎÖÉÒÏÎÍÅÎÔ ÍÁÎÁÇÅÍÅÎÔ ÓÐÅÃÉÁÌÉÓÔȟ ÓÁÉÄ ÔÈÅÙ ÈÁÖÅ ÒÅÆÅÒÒÅÄ 

the recurring incidents of water discoloration, foul smell, and other environment issues 

committed by the SCBI to the Pollution Adjudication Board for a possible case as the firm was 

already penalized for such violations. 

Although local groundwater wells remain unsullied, coastal waters have been greatly affected by 

the effluent from the plant, he added. 

-ÅÌÖÉÎ -ÁÇÌÁÙÏÎ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ #%-/ȭÓ #ÏÁÓÔÁÌ 2ÅÓÏÕÒÃÅ -ÁÎÁÇÅÍÅÎÔ ÓÁÉÄ ÁÎÙ Éndustrial waste that 

reaches the sea is harmful because pollutants can lower dissolved oxygen levels causing fishkill. 

SCBI is a subsidiary of integrated sugar company Roxas Holdings Inc. (PNA) 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.facebook.com/2165747740135352/posts/3863253750384734/?app=fbl 
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DRRMO to conduct dredging in Mandalagan river  

 

BACOLOD. The Bacolod City Disaster Risk Reduction and Management Office collects more than eight truckloads of 

garbage at Mambuloc Creek Monday, February 22, 2021. (DRRMO photo) 

 

MERLINDA A. PEDROSA 
February 22, 2021 
 
 

AFTER the dredging and excavation activities at Mambuloc Creek in Bacolod City, the Disaster 

Risk Reduction and Management Office (DRRMO) is planning to continue its operation in 

Mandalagan River in Barangay Mandalagan to ease flooding in some areas in the city. 

 

Executive Assistant Joemarie Vargas, cluster head of DRRMO, on Monday, February 23, 2021, said 

they will find a way to penetrate along Purok Carvic to ease flooding, especially near a mall in the 

area. 

Ȱ7Å ÁÒÅ ÈÏÐÅÆÕÌ ÔÏ ÓÔÁÒÔ ÏÕÒ ÄÒÅÄÇÉÎÇ ÁÃÔÉÖÉÔÙ ÉÎ -ÁÎÄÁÌÁÇÁÎ 2ÉÖÅÒ ÉÎ -ÁÒÃÈȟȱ ÈÅ ÓÁÉÄȢ 

 

DRRMO earlier conducted dredging and excavation activities in Mambuloc Creek and collected 

more than eight truckloads of garbage. 

 

Vargas said they will also ask the assistance of barangay officials to ensure that their constituents 

will not dump their garbage in Mambuloc Creek. 

Ȱ7Å ×ÁÎÔ ÔÏ ÓÕÓÔÁÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÃÌÅÁÎÌÉÎÅÓÓ ÁÎÄ ×Å ×ÉÌÌ ÁÌÓÏ ÐÌÁÃÅ Á ÂÁÒÒÉÅÒ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÁÒÅÁȟȱ ÈÅ ÓÁÉÄȢ 

 

Meanwhile, as tropical storm Auring slows down, Vargas said Tropical Cyclone Wind Signal No.1 

in Bacolod had been lifted around 11 a.m. Monday. 

 

He said Bacolod experienced heavy rains since Saturday, but no flooding incidents were reported 

in the city.  

Ȱ3ÉÎÃÅ !ÕÒÉÎÇ ÉÓ ÓÔÉÌÌ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ 0ÈÉÌÉÐÐÉnes, we are still on 'blue alert' status and are monitoring the 

ÓÉÔÕÁÔÉÏÎ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÃÉÔÙȟȱ ÈÅ ÁÄÄÅÄȢ 

Source: https://www.sunstar.com.ph/article/1886794/Bacolod/Local -News/DRRMO-to-conduct-

dredging-in-Mandalagan-river 
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PH records 2,288 new COVID -19 cases, highest daily rise in 
over three months  
 
By CNN Philippines Staff 
Published Feb 22, 2021 4:00:31 PM 

   

 

Metro Manila (CNN Philippines, February 22)  ɂ The country recorded on Monday 2,288 new coronavirus cases, 

its biggest single-day increase since November 8. 

 

The new infections pushed the nationwide tally to 563,456, of which 28,488 or 5.1% are active 

cases, the Department of Health said. Of the currently ill patients, 88.1% exhibited mild 

symptoms, 5.7% have no symptoms, 2.7% are critical cases, 2.6% are severe cases, and 0.85% are 

moderate cases. 

Thirty -three new survivors also brought the recoveries to 522,874, the DOH said. Meanwhile, the 

death toll is now at 12,094 after six more died, including two previously tagged as having 

recovered. 

The department said the latest figures have yet to include data from six testing laboratories which 

failed to submit on time. It added that it removed a duplicate entry from the total count after final 

validation. 

Meanwhile, the Department of Foreign Affairs also announced that 11 more Filipinos abroad tested 

positive for COVID-19, while eight more have recovered from the illness. The case tally in that 

sector now stands at 14,812, while the number of survivors reached 9,309. Deaths remained at 

1,014. 

Worldwide, cases have hit over 111.3 million, with more than 2.4 million deaths and 62.8 million 

recoveries, according to the Johns Hopkins University. 

 

Source: https://cnnphilippines.com/news/2021/2/22/PH -covid-cases-563k.html 
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