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These before and after images of two Pasig
River tributaries give hope

Published August 21, 2021 4:16/m

Given the escalating problem of trash, plastic pollution, and the reality of a climate crisis, it's
all too easy to get mad, turn fearful, panic, and lose hope.

But a recent i-Witness documentary of Sandra Aguinaldo about the River Warriors of Pasig
River gives hope.

It doesn't just show you the helpers already doing something about the problem, it also helps
you realize that you can actually do something about it. Best of all, it puts the spotlight on the
good that can happen when more people extend their helping hand.

For instance, there's the clean Estero de Paco, one of the 47 tributaries of the Pasig River.
e BEFORE

Estero de Paco. Scréengrab from 'River Warriors/ YouT @

It used to be a sorry pile of garbage but thanks to the combined efforts of the River Warriors
and the local government unit, the influx of trash has been controlled and informal settlers
have been relocated, allowing the body of water to breathe and flower better.

The same is true for the now lush-looking Estero de Magdalena, which has been cleared of
trash, thanks to the efforts of the River Warriors.

BEFORE

Estero de Magdalena. Screengrab from 'River Warriors'/YouTd
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These small wins give hope and strength to the River Warriors, a group of do-gooders under
the Department of Environment and Natural Resources tasked to clean the 28 dirtiest tributaries
of the Pasig River. Their job is never quite done.

"We 6r e d estimgleamng,rbut the problem of solid waste is behavioural change,” said
Pasig River Coordinating and Management Officer Asec. Joan Lagunda.

"Hangga't hindi natin ma-convince yung ating mga naninirahan diyan at mga tao mismo na
hindi magtapon, mamatay na lang ang ating mga river patroller,” she added.

"In fact, dekada na sila [naglilinis]. You can ask them, they've been there decades from the
time na sinimulan ni Gina Lopez hanggang ngayon, 'yun pa rin ang ginagawa nila."

Lagunda said their main goal is to help the Pasig River reach a Class C classification. "At the
moment, wala siyang class because the scientists don't know how to identify the river,” she
said almost jokingly.

According to the PRCMO, more than 5M kilos of solid waste have been retrieved from the Pasig
River and its tributaries between January and June 2021 alone.

The work is never easy and the trash just keeps piling up, but with consistency and persistence,
the River Warriors are proud to show the improvement of the Pasig River and its tributaries. &
Jannielyn Ann Bigtas/LA, GMA News

Sourcehttps://www.gmanetwork.com/news/lifestyle/healthandwellness/8002 7 5tledse
andafterimagesof-two-pasigriver-tributariesqgive-hope/story/
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Protecting Mount Ak aya

From a forest reserve to a protected landscape
BYJONATHAN L. MAYUGA AUGUST 22, 2021

Mount Arayat

The Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) is pushing for the enactment
of a measure that will boost the status of the Mount Arayat National Park (MANP) in Pampanga
province as an area set aside for conservation.

House Bill 9206,sponsored by Reps. Aurelio D. Gonzales Jr., Elpidio F. Barzaga Jr. and Eric
Go Yap, will establish MANP as a Protected Landscape under Republic Act 7586, or the
National Integrated Protected Areas System (Nipas) Act of 1992.

Established as a protected area by virtue of Presidential Proclamation 594 series of 1933,
Mount Arayat was among the first National Parks in the Philippines under Republic Act 3915,
or the First National Park Law.

From forest reservation to protected landscape

Essentially a wilderness, or a forest reservation, the 3,715.22 hectares national park straddles
12 barangaysd five in Magalang, namely Ayala, Sto. Nino, San Vicente, San Agustin and Turu,
and 7 in the Arayat side, namely San Juan Bano, San Mateo, Gatiawin, Bitas, Panlinlang, Baliti
and La Paz Turu.

As it became an initial component of Nipas
MANP as a protected area became the subject of review by experts.

The requirements, such as maps with technical description, conduct of suitability assessment
and public consultation and preparation of Protected Area Management Plan were already
conducted from 2015-2018, while the deliberation of the Regional Nipas Review Committee
and Regional Development Council were held in 2019.

The recommended appropriate category was as Protected Landscape, wherein it refers to
areas of national significance, which are characterized by the harmonious interaction of man,
land and water while providing opportunities to public enjoyment through recreation, tourism,
and other economic activities.

Biodiversity consideration
According to the DENR-Pampanga, the rich biodiversity of Mount Arayat is the main
consideration in its establishment as a protected area.

Among the considerations are the irreplaceability or presence of restricted range and
congregation species; its vulnerability or the presence of globally threatened and endemic
species; its naturalness or its intact natural cover forest cover; abundance and diversity of flora
and fauna; and the uniqueness or outstanding cultural, geological, and aesthetic features that
support biodiversity and sustain ecological processes and functions.
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Another important consideration is the value of ecosystem services in terms of recreation,
educational, traditional use, heritage and other sustainable uses.

The MANP is home to notable species of flora and fauna. A total of 70 species of trees and
plants; 86 species of wild birds; 14 species of mammals; and 11 species of reptiles have been
recorded in the area.

It also has threatened species of flora like the Arayat pitogo, kamagong and tindalo, and the
newly discovered endemic species, Pyrostria arayatens,a plant that belongs to the coffee
family

Socioeconomic importance

In 2016, the DENR initiated the Ecotourism Development Program on Mount Arayat.A
management plan and business plan were also developed, opening up livelihood opportunities
to people in the community.

According to the DENR, ecotourism remains the most suitable activity on Mount Arayat in order
to ensure environmental protection and conservation, while supporting local communities.

The DENR hel ped established pvehemdntehelged orampta |
sustainable tourism practice in the area.

Currently, the MANP has recreational and resort area that continue to draw tourists.

It has a recreation and resort area in San Juan Bafo with agreement between the local
government unit of Arayat and the DENR.

For religious pilgrimage, t he MANP has a i
town

Meanwhile, for mountaineering and trekking, it boasts of four destinations, namely White
Rock,South Peak, North Peak and Pinnacle Peak.

Rivers and waterfalls

The existence of rivers and waterfalls highlights the importance of protecting the MANP. It
provides crystal-clear for domestic use and irrigation to subsistence farmers living around the
mountain.

Being a forest reserve, MANP has three waterfalls that continue to attract tourists wanting to
beat the summer heat. They are in the resort area in San Juan Bafo, Brgy. San Agustin, and
the Pau falls in Brgy. Baliti.

Rich biodiversity

Laudemir Sal ac, Pampangads Provincial Envi
told the BusinessMirror that Mount Arayat, being rich in biological diversity, was recognized by
no less than former President Manuel L. Quezon who signed the law establishing the MANP
as a protected area with the category of Forest Reservation.

ADuring that time, they already recognized
as an ecotourism area.lt is rich in natural resources. It has a natural spring that supplies the
resortarea. We have endemic flora and fauna on Mo
Zoom on August 6.
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According to Salac, these are the reasons why the mountain is a popular tourist destination in
Pampanga.

Since March 2020, however, the MANP is closed to tourists to prevent the spread of Covid-19.
Protecting Mount Arayat

Ever since its establishment as a forest reserve, Mount Arayat is under a strict management
regime, Salac said, but the threats of migration continue.

He said the DENR-Pampanga is currently conducting a study to determine the number of
people living within the MANP.

But because the area is already occupied by tenured migrants, the DENR is giving out tenurial
instrumentsd a 25-year lease agreement for them to practice sustainable agriculture and help
protect Mount Arayat.

AThey are al | owe destrictly psohibat the cutting of geesfar tharenal making.

They are also our National Greening Progr a
and Filipino.
AWebve involved the community and t he peNop,l

we plant both native trees and fruit-bearing trees and some are already harvesting atis and
guyabano, 0 he added.

Development partners
Salac is referring to the Samahan ng mga Magsasaka ng Ayala sa Mataas na Lupa Inc., or
SMAMLI, in Barangay Ayala, Magalang municipality.

|t i's the DENROGS pri mary partner i n the
implementing the Biodiversity Friendly Enterprise program in the area.

On the other hand, the New Maria Sinukuan Upland Farmers Association Inc. (NMSUFAI) is
t he DENROGsSs partner in Barangay San Juan Ba'
Threats to Mount Arayat

According to Salac, slash-and-burn farming and charcoal-making is no longer a big problem
because livelihood opportunities are made available through ecotourism.

Other threats include hunting of monkeys thriving in the area.
AWe hear there wer e-thaun teedr smatcaarqgueet ifnogr |foonogd

Communicating biodiversity

Don Guevarra, the chief of the DENR Region 3 Public Affairs Office (RPAO 3), said the area is
important with the recent discoveries of new species, such as on Mount Arayat, underscores
the importance of protecting areas set aside for conservation.

AA group of students discovered a new spe
worl d. This is unique to Mount Arayat, o Gue\
said, gives additional protective layer to the biodiversity-rich mountain.

He said the DENR RPAO 3, in partnership with their counterparts in the DENR-Pampanga, is
communicating its importance in the communities around Mount Arayat.
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AActually, the people in the community &hbre

continuously doing it [communication] to remind the people to help protect and conserve the
rich biodiversity, o Guevarra said.

To strengthen the protection and conservation and put in place a strict management regime,
Salac said they are pinning their hope on the enactment of a law that will establish Mount Arayat
as a protected landscape.

AActuall vy, I n the House [of Representative:

a counterpart bill in the Senate. Our champions in Congress have given their assurance that
before the end of the year, President Duterte will signitintolaw, 06 Sal ac sai d.

Sourcehttps://businessmirror.com.ph/2021/08/22/protectimmuntarayatnationaipark/
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Pal awands Mount Mant a
protect, develop w265 bs

BYBUSINESSMIRROR AUGUST 22, 2021

Upland farmers now practice sustainable agriculture on Mount Mantalingahan, protecting its forests and producing agricultural
commodities and products.

THE highest peak in Palawan will now be preserved, protected and developed through a land-
use plan (LUP), mapping its economic resources valued at P265 billion.

The Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) said that 206,567 hectares
of MountMant ali ngahanés protected | andscape ha

The LUP i s parhtniocfal DEaNRG ss ttaencce program cal l
by the United States Agency for International Development (USAID).

The zoned area also includes forest land outside the protected area of 153,836 hectares.

Mapping for economic benefits

THE mapping of Mount Mantalingahan Protected Landscape (MMPL) is a powerful tool in
defining the activities appropriate for each zone and prescribing what is allowed in each area.
With its 120,457 hectares of forest, Mount Mantalingahan is the headwater for 33 watersheds,
according to the DENR.

The agency said it is important to preserve the habitat of many important species of animals
in Mount Mantalingahand the Philippine cockatoo, the talking mynah, the blue-naped parrot
and the Philippine pangolin, among other highly endangered wildlife.

Production area totaling to 82,469 hectares of protected area and 71,367 hectares of
conservation area have also been designated under the Forest Land Use Plan (FLUP) of
Southern Palawan.

Ecosystem ser vi c e snatdral resourcesNbing absut econontic benefit to the
community valued at P265 billion ($5.5 billion), according to Jeanne G. Tabangay, managing
director of Palawan Biodiversity Conservation Corridor.

AThis was based on a 2008 aentntemhational asnhdrewete el@msb
that the mining resources in Palawan bring huge economic value. But this study showed the
natur al resources themselves have value f ol

Conserving biologically significant sites

THE Protect Wildlife Project of USAID targets to conserve around 750,000 hectares of
biologically significant sites. These are protected areas, forestlands, watersheds, mangrove
forests, and coastal and marine areas.
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The biggest ecosystem services in MMPL, based on the Conservation International study,
include indigenous people (IP) land-based livelihood, P2 billion; water resources, P83 billion;
and ecotourism, P84 billion.

Marine biodiver sity datPi3mbilion and catbonuP34billianaEBcosysegm |
services of tropical forests was valued at P108 billion and recreation, P6 billion.

The Water Wildlife Project leveraged P368 million of commitments from private and public
sector partners to fund conservation activities, including support for sustainable livelihood and
social enterprises.

Highest peak in Palawan
THE highest peak in Palawan, Mount Mantalir
Point, Rizal, Quezon and Sofronio Espafiola.

It plays an important role as a deterrent to flashfloods and other destructive forces.

However, even Mount Mantalingahan faces natural and man-made threats from illegal logging,
wildlife poaching, mining and kaingin (slash and burn) farming.

It also faces the risks of high poverty incidence, unclear or inconsistent regulatory policies on
resource uses, communities that lack tenure rights, weak enforcement systems and the
vulnerability to climate risks, such as drought and intense rainfall, according to the USAID.

LUP now compliant to policies
THE Protect Wildlife Project aligned the LUP with prevailing policies as it found that the actual
land use of several areas differed from what the policies prescribed.

USAID said that this caused much of the degradation within the protected area and adjoining
forest lands.

The LUP is now compliant to the policies on Environmentally Critical Areas Network strategy
for Palawan, National Integrated Protected Areas Systems Act, Forestry Code, the Local
Government Code and the Indigenous Peoples Rights Act.

Land use includes forest lands designated into protection, conservation and production
areas. Production areas are further divided into sub-zones, such as agriculture, tourism and
special areas.

AEach Z 0 n e-zoree rhdve cowuesponding evidence-based land and resource use
prescriptionsd the rules for how an area of land may be legally used. Zoning decisions are

derived from spati al anal ysis but also con
said.

USAI D added, ALand use zoning provides a s
the DENR to make informed decisions for investments on natural assets enhancement,
restoration, basic infrastructur e, soci al

Project partners
THE DENR said the projectédés partners for i
Abraham Holdings Inc. and Sunlight Foods Corp.

These partners support the establishment of enterprises in five LGUs within the MMPL.
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Participating in an ube (purple yam) production are upland communities in tenured areas in
Batar aza, Brookebs Point and Sofronio Espa
households are involved in conservation agriculture and agroforestry.

Image courtesy of Incredible Palawan

Sourcehttps://businessmirror.com.ph/2021/08/22/palawaiesintmantalingahamappedto-
protectdevelop%E2%82%A7265illion-worth-of-resources/
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rirghts over unigqgue $ro

BYJONATHAN L. MAYUGA AUGUST 21, 2021

| \ 7 '}3 s N
Beautiful Filipino engineered bamboo for finishing, flooring or walling.
A bamboo community in Occidental Mindoro has filed with the Department of Trade and

Industry (DTI) for intellectual property (IP) rights over their distinct bamboo crafts that have
raised their income opportunities.

The filing is expected to protect the business interest of the Ansiray Tree Planters Development
Association Inc. (ATPDAI) as they developed their own rodugs and designs.

LB A | Ll

Ansiray community developed its own designs for bamboo crafts.

The Department of Environment and Natural Resourc e s ( DENR) i mpl emen
|l ndustry for Sustainable Community Devel opl
Occidental Mindoro.

As the DENR project helped maximize their production of bamboo, ATPDAI was able to
produce 31 types of bamboo products.

These are four types of lampshades, two types of wine holders, two types of centerpiece table,
placemats, hamper, mobile speaker, tower racks, curtains, pitcher, cup, necklace, earrings,
bracelet, key chains, ballpen holder, and tray.

There are also two types of baskets, accessory organizer, Chinese design bamboo sala set,
bilao, television rack, modern crib, modern style sala set, and mugs and pitcher.

The government is promoting the use of bamboo as a substitute to wood as it is as durable as
any wood, and it contributes to deforestation.

The llin Island in San Jose, Occidental Mindoro has abundant natural stands of bamboo.
Ansiray, one of the i1islandods banboa fumitne-makingh
community.
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More than 30 households possess furniture-making skills. Eighteen households, on the other
hand, are engaged in bamboo tree production.

The DENR initiative, with a project cost of P868,000, included capacity building, enterprise
development and marketing, operations management, and project management.

The project generated a product trademark and label that qualify for IPR and a business plan
for the bamboo enterprise operations.

The local government unit (LGU) of San Jose provided an area in San Jose poblacion to be
used by ATPDAI as display area to showcase their bamboo products.

The San Jose LGU has also been planning to establish a bamboo eco-park in Ilin Island. It
has been committing to engage in a project on diversification of the use of bamboo.

Another collaborator, the Divine Word College of San Jose-Occidental Mindoro, is extending
training for the communityds financi al and

DENRG6s attached agency, Ecosystems Researct
the llin islanders on bamboo propagation and best practices in bamboo farming.

Bamboo has huge benefits to the environmentd one major function is fighting soil erosion,
along with carbon sequestration.

Bamboo can be used for posts, roofs, walls, floors, beams, trusses and fences. Itis also a raw
material for mats, baskets, tools, handles, hats, toys, musical instruments and
furniture. Bamboo shoots are considered a delicacy in some communities.

Most bamboo species are fast growing. But its use has not been increasing in the same pace.
Lack of investment, weak institutional framework, and limited skilled people in the bamboo craft
are among the reasons blamed for the slow growth of the bamboo industry.

The absence of reliable raw material source also discourages investments
in bamboo processing.

Barangay Ansiray has a total of 224 households with an average of eight members per
household with a usual income per capita of P3,000 per month. With the DENR project, the
households have been observed to have raised their income.

Al most 6 0 percent t o 70 percent of Bar a
with bamboo.

DENR is promoting sustainable kind of forest management in Occidental Mindoro as the
forests are heavily threatened with illegal human activities such as charcoal making and
kaingin. These result in degradation of soil and forest destruction.

ATPDAlhas a tenure over 382. 15 hectares -Basedt
Forest Management Agreement (CBFMA). They have 152 hectares of bamboo plantation that
are now under the management of the National Greening Program.

DENRG6s city environment and natur al resour
the bamboopr oj ect as the communityoés 1 ncome f|
products, is not enough to sustain their livelihood.
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DENR is asking assistance from other government agencies in maximizing business
opportunities of ATPDAI. Department of Science and Technology (DOST) can lend assistance
in machineries and product design.

Bamboo is a very versatile construction material that some experts have developed
Aengineered, | aminated bamboo. o It is beaut
that can command a high price in the market.

Infrastructure should also be improved in Ansiray as their production area is in an island. As
such, they need a boat for the efficient transportation of their products.

Image courtesy of DOST

Sourcehttps://businessmirror.com.ph/2021/08/21/occidenta@doracbamboegrowersseek
ip-rights-overuniqueproductsanddesigns/
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Manila, Philippines i Nareskyu ang isang endangered pangolin sa Barangay Ayala Alabang,
Muntinlupa City, batay sa ulat.

ANung kinakausap ko siyang ganyan, hel l o,
kami, 0o | ahad ni environmentalist Anna Var ol
AThawye very docile, pag natakot o&éyan, theyt¢

Sinabing humingi ng tulong ang mga opisyal ng barangay.

AnThere was a commoti on, dogs -aoekbagkiamg ma
know what kind it was. So they called the security and security came over and caught the
ani mal, 0 kwento ni security coordinator An-

Aniya, ang pangolin na pinanalanang Pandi ay nhasa mabuting kondisyon na.

APandi was very healthy. Hebés actually prec
by DENR-BNB. Smooth pa siya tapos wala pa siya

AKas.i kapag nagkaka mucus sa il ong ibig sa
nila sa surroundings nila. Most likely, kararating lang niya dito sa Maynila, kasi mayroon pang
l aman 6yung t yxamynisyiayanuwnogdaigndag pa nito.

May bigat na 4.9 kilo ang nahuling Pangolin. RNT/FGDC

Sourcehttps://www.remate.ph/pangotimareskyusamuntinlupa33199p/
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Asean greening Initiat
trees 18 10 year

BYBUSINESSMIRROR AUGUST 22, 2021

! ASEAN
GREEN
INITIATIVE

AS patrt of its recent 54th founding anniversary celebration, the Association of Southeast Asian
Nations (Asean) launched a region-wide greening program that will ramp up restoration efforts
and plant at least 10 million native trees within 10 years.

The Asean Centre for Biodiversity (ACB) and the Asean Secretariat led the virtual launch of the
Asean Green Initiative (AGI), together with representatives of the Asean Member States (AMS),
civil society organizations and the private sector, ACB said in its news release.

Demonstrating the strong cooperation and commitment among the 10 AMS to biodiversity
conservation and ecosystem restoration in the region, the AGI aims to set standards for the
recognition of tree-planting activities and programs across the region that not only regrow our
forests but c¢ o nwel-being livadihoodompmementl ardgedilience-building.

AAcross the Asean, there are ongoing commer
we hope to give recognition to the outstanding initiatives that comprehensively address the
concernsof t he people and the environment, 06 ACE
said.

Lim cited various tree planting movements in the Asean, such as the aim of Singapore to plant
a million trees over a peri od o f-plahthg campaigns

H.E. Kung Phoak, Asean Deputy Secretary-General for Asean Socio-Cultural Community,
and Norsham binti Abdul Latip, Senior Undersecretary for Biodiversity and Forestry
Management, Ministry of Energy and Natural Resources of Malaysia, opened the virtual
launch.

Kung emphasized that among the main objectives of the AGI are to continue building and
sustaining momentum for more robust collective actions in raising awareness and enabling
owner ship, which can be dores by Yy@dasursibmaglkesg

Convention on Biological Diversity Executive Secretary Elizabeth Maruma Mrema took part in
the event through a video message.

I n a talk show dubbed ABiodiversi Tal ks, o r
Resource Allocation, Metro Pacific Investments Corporation, Boon Rueang Wetland Forest
Conservation Group of Thailand and the AMS exchanged insights and updates on ongoing
biodiversity conservation efforts that may be aligned with the AGI.
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The AGI is supported by the European Union and the German development agency Deutsche
Gesellschaft fur Internationale Zusammenarbeit through the Biodiversity Conservation and
Management of the Protected Areas in Asean Project and the Institutional Strengthening of
Biodiversity Sector in the Asean Il Project, respectively.

Ambassador to the Mission of the European Union to Asean, H.E. Igor Driesmans, and Deputy
Head of Mission of Germany in Jakarta, Indonesia Thomas Graf also delivered their messages.
The launch and implementation of the AGI are aligned with the UN Decade on Ecosystem
Restoration, a global movement to accelerate restoration goals and commitments, which
commenced this year.

The campaign is a rallying call on the urgent need to prevent, halt and reverse the degradation
of ecosystems worldwide to fAend poverty,
extinction. o

The region plays a vital role in this global call for ecosystem restoration and biodiversity
conservation. At least 60 percentofthewor | dés tropi cal peatl an
and 15 percent of tropical forests are located in the region.

While the region is known for its rich biodiversity, it is also vulnerable to climate-related risks
and human-driven activities that drive biodiversity loss.

ARestoring the condition of our e C 0 s yofssbcetyn
approach. Through concerted and collaborative efforts that support this initiative, we can
achieve incredible results and transform a more sustainab | e f ut ur e f or t h
Lim said.

Sourcehttps://businessmirror.com.ph/2021/08/22/asg@eninginitiative-targets10-million-
treesin-10-years/
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1 million coconut trees to be planted In
Mindanao via Century Pacific, GCash, HOPE
partnership

By KAELA MALIG, GMA News

Female farmers comprise 40 percent of the farmers in the coconut tree planting program

Some one million coconut trees are expected to be planted in South Cotabato and Sarangani
in the next two years through a joint initiative of Century Pacific Food, Inc. (CNPF), mobile
wallet GCash, and non-profit organization HOPE.

Billed as GForest, the project allows GCash users to use a feature on its mobile app to help
the environment by using various GCash cashless services to gain "green energy" which can
then be collected to plant virtual trees.

For every virtual tree planted, CNPF, GCash and HOPE will plant a real tree in southern
Philippines.

With the tree-planting partnership, coconut farmers in Mindanao will not only benefit from
improved farming productivity and profitability but also have a positive effect on female farmers,
who comprise 40% of the farmers in the program.

According to CNPF, the project will specifically cover the areas of Banga, Surallah, Norala,
Koronadal, General Santos City, Malungon, Glan, Alabel, Malapatan, Maasim, Kiamba,
Maitum, Polomolok, Tampakan, and Tupi.

AWe are thankful to our partner s, u@Oaexgandaur (
sustainability program holistically -i nvol vi ng consumers and | ev
Noel Tempongko, Vice President and Gener al

AThe program enables us t o cdoamd $atming dommundity m ¢
Mindanao and at the same time improve coconut farming productivity and quality of supply,

which are all beneficial to our growing coconut business. This also accelerates our journey

towards carbon neutrality.o

Meanwhile, Nanette Medved-P o , HOPE <chairperson and pr
initiative, we are able to reach out to millions of GCash users, encouraging them to preserve
the environment whil e hel pi ng-Kédela Maig/divp GMA
News

Sourcehttps:/www.gmanetwork.com/news/lifestyle/hobbiesandactivities/80036#Hion -
coconuitreesto-be-plantedin-mindanaevia-centurypacific-gcashhopepartnersh/story/
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