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DENR tells LGUs: Pass local ordinances to 
oblige barang ays segregate wastes 
INQUIRER.net / 12:04 PM March 09, 2021 

 
DENR Undersecretary Benny Antiporda. (File photo by HENZBERG AUSTRIA / Senate Public Information and Relations 

Bureau) 

MANILA, Philippines ɀ The Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) has 
urged local government units (LGUs) to pass ordinances that would direct barangays 
(villages) in implementing waste segregation. 

DENR Undersecretary Benny Antiporda, of the Solid Waste Management and LGUs 
Concerns, said in a statement on Tuesday that cities and municipalities in the country have 
ordinances on waste segregation that should be implemented at the very source ɂ 
barangay level ɂ ÆÏÒ ȰÅÆÆÅÃÔÉÖÅ ÃÏÌÌÅÃÔÉÏÎ ÁÎÄ ÄÉÓÐÏÓÁÌ ÏÆ ÓÏÌÉÄ ×ÁÓÔÅȢȱ 

Ȱ0ÒÏÐÏÓÅ ÔÏ ÙÏÕr local council to create an ordinance that will act on those who do not 
ÐÒÁÃÔÉÃÅ ÓÅÇÒÅÇÁÔÉÏÎ ÉÎ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÂÁÒÁÎÇÁÙÓȟȱ !ÎÔÉÐÏÒÄÁ ÓÁÉÄȢ 

The DENR official also echoed the call for efficient and effective handling of solid waste. 

Ȱ)Ô is already stated in RA [Republic Act] 9003 [Ecological Solid Waste Management Act of 
ςπππɎȟ ÂÕÔ ÌÅÔ ÕÓ ÓÔÒÅÎÇÔÈÅÎ ÉÔ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ ÈÅÌÐ ÏÆ ÙÏÕÒ ÃÏÕÎÃÉÌȟȱ ÈÅ ÁÄÄÅÄȢ 

He also recommended having inter-ÂÁÒÁÎÇÁÙ ȰÅÎÖÉÒÏÎÍÅÎÔÁÌ ÍÁÒÓÈÁÌÓȱ ÉÎ ÅÖÅÒÙ ÂÁÒÁÎÇÁÙ 
within a city/municipality to monitor so lid waste management practices in neighboring 
barangays. 

Meanwhile, according to the data of the Provincial Government ɀ Environment and Natural 
Resources Office of Cavite, 58.78 percent of the waste generated in the province is 
biodegradable, while 28.19 percent are residual wastes. 

Antiporda encouraged Cavite LGU to allocate funds for the collection of biodegradable and 
residual wastes. 

Antiporda also said that the DENR is committed to provide technical and financial 
assistance to the LGUs concerning their solid waste management programs for the 
implementation of solid waste management nationwide. Liezelle Soriano Roy, 
INQUIRER.net trainee  
 

Source: https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/1404715/denr-tells-lgus-pass-local-ordinances-to-oblige-

barangays-segregate-wastes  

 

https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/source/inquirer-net
https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/1404715/denr-tells-lgus-pass-local-ordinances-to-oblige-barangays-segregate-wastes
https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/1404715/denr-tells-lgus-pass-local-ordinances-to-oblige-barangays-segregate-wastes
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DENR Pushes At-Source Waste Segregation through 
Local Ordinances 
BY VILLAGE CONNECT ON MARCH 9, 2021NEWS 

DENR Pushes At-Source Waste Segregation 
through Local Ordinances  

 
The Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) has urged local government units 

(LGUs) to pass ordinances that will direct barangays to implement waste segregation at source. 

DENR Undersecretary for Solid Waste Management and LGUs Concerns Benny D. Antiporda said 

cities and municipalities nationwide should focus on waste segregation at source for the effective 

collection and disposal of solid waste. 

Antiporda echoed his call for efficient and effective handling of solid waste during a dialogue with 

Caviteôs provincial, city, and municipal environment officers, organized by environmental health group 

EcoWaste Coalition on March 3. 

 
Ȱ0ÒÏÐÏÓÅ to your local council to create an ordinance that will  act on those who do not practice segregation 

in their ÂÁÒÁÎÇÁÙÓȟȱ Antiporda said. 

 
ñIt  is already stated in RA (Republic Act) 9003 (Ecological Solid Waste Management Act of 2000), but let us 
strengthen it  with the help of your ÃÏÕÎÃÉÌȟȱ he added. 
 
Antiporda, who is also the alternate chair of the National Solid Waste Management Commission, 

recommended the creation of inter-barangay enforcement group or designation of ñenvironmental 

marshalsò in every barangay within a city/municipality to monitor solid waste management practices in 

neighboring barangays. 

He also encouraged the Cavite LGU representatives to discuss with their respective local chief 

executives to allocate funds to address problems on the collection of biodegradable and residual 

waste. 

 

Source: https://mb.com.ph/2020/09/03/denr-hit-for-planning-to-fill -manila-baywalk-with-

white-sand/  

 

http://villageconnect.com.ph/author/villageconnect
http://villageconnect.com.ph/category/news
https://mb.com.ph/2020/09/03/denr-hit-for-planning-to-fill-manila-baywalk-with-white-sand/
https://mb.com.ph/2020/09/03/denr-hit-for-planning-to-fill-manila-baywalk-with-white-sand/
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Ȱ+ÉÎÄÌÙ tell your mayors to allocate funds for biodegradable and residual ×ÁÓÔÅÓȟȱ Antiporda said. 
Data from the Provincial Government ï Environment and Natural Resources Office of Cavite shows 
that 58.78 percent of the waste generated in the province are biodegradable, while 28.19 percent are 
residual wastes. 

During the meeting, Antiporda also commended the Environment and Natural Resources Offices of 
Trece Martires City and municipality of General Mariano Alvarez (GMA) for implementing 
environmental and ecological projects and programs that effectively address city and municipal 
generated wastes. 

He likewise reiterated the commitment of the DENR to provide technical and financial assistance to 
the LGUs on their solid waste management programs to ensure the effective implementation of solid 
waste management in the country. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: http://villageconnect.com.ph/denr-pushes-at-source-waste-segregation-through-local-

ordinances/3633  
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Ordinances urged for waste segregation 
posted March 09, 2021 at 10:40 pm 

by Rio N. Araja 

The Department of Environment and Natural Resources is urging local government units to pass ordinances 
directing barangays to implement waste segregation at the source. 

Undersecretary for Solid Waste Management and LGUs Concerns Benny Antiporda said cities and 
municipalities nationwide must focus on waste segregation at the source for the effective collection and 
disposal of solid waste. 

He reiterated his call for an efficient and effective handling of solid waste in a recent dialogue with Caviteôs 
provincial, city and municipal environment officers organized by the environmental health group EcoWaste 
Coalition on March 3. 

ñPropose to your local council to create an ordinance that will act on those who do not practice segregation in 
their barangays,ò he said. 

ñIt is already stated in Republic Act 9003 (Ecological Solid Waste Management Act of 2000), but let us 
strengthen it with the help of your council.ò 

Antiporda is also the alternate chairperson of the National Solid Waste Management Commission that 
recommended the creation of inter-barangay enforcement group or designation of environmental marshals in 
every barangay within a city and municipality to monitor solid waste management practices in neighboring 
barangays. 

ñKindly tell your mayors to allocate funds for biodegradable and residual wastes,ò he said. 

Data from the Provincial Government-Environment and Natural Resources Office of Cavite shows that 58.78 
percent of the waste generated in the province are biodegradable, while 28.19 percent are residual wastes. 

Antiporda also commended the Environment and Natural Resources Offices of Trece Martires City and the 
municipality of General Mariano Alvarez for implementing environmental and ecological projects and programs 
that effectively address city and municipal generated wastes. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://manilastandard.net/mobile/article/349037  

 

https://manilastandard.net/mobile/search?q=Rio%20N.%20Araja
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$%.2 ÓÁ ÍÇÁ ,'5Óȡ Ȭ-ÁÇÐÁÓÁ ÎÇ ÏÒÄÉÎÁÎÓÁ 
para obligahin ang mga brgy na magpatupad 
ÎÇ ×ÁÓÔÅ ÓÅÇÒÅÇÁÔÉÏÎȭ 
By Bombo Bam Orpilla -March 9, 2021 | 7:49 PM 

 

Hinimok ng Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) ang mga lokal na 

pamahalaan na magpasa ng mga ordinansa na mag-aatas sa mga barangay na magpatupad 

ng waste segregation o wastong paghihiwalay ng basura. 

Sa isang pahayag, sinabi ni DENR Usec. Benny Antiporda na dapat ipatupad sa barangay 

level ng mga lungsod at bayan sa bansa ang ordinansa sa waste segregation para aniya sa 

epektibong pagkolekta at pagtatapon ng solid waste. 

Ȱ0ÒÏÐÏÓÅ ÔÏ ÙÏÕÒ ÌÏÃÁÌ ÃÏÕÎÃÉÌ ÔÏ ÃÒÅÁÔÅ ÁÎ ÏÒÄÉÎÁÎÃÅ ÔÈÁÔ ×ill act on those who do not 

ÐÒÁÃÔÉÃÅ ÓÅÇÒÅÇÁÔÉÏÎ ÉÎ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÂÁÒÁÎÇÁÙÓȟȱ ÓÁÁÄ ÎÇ ÏÐÉÓÙÁÌȢ 

Muli ring inihayag ng DENR official ang panawagan para sa mas pinainam at epektibong 

pangangasiwa sa basura. 

Ȱ)Ô ÉÓ ÁÌÒÅÁÄÙ ÓÔÁÔÅÄ ÉÎ 2! ɍ2ÅÐÕÂÌÉÃ !ÃÔɎ ωππσ ɍ%ÃÏÌÏÇÉÃÁÌ Solid Waste Management Act of 

ςπππɎȟ ÂÕÔ ÌÅÔ ÕÓ ÓÔÒÅÎÇÔÈÅÎ ÉÔ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ ÈÅÌÐ ÏÆ ÙÏÕÒ ÃÏÕÎÃÉÌȟȱ ÄÁÇÄÁÇ ÎÉÔÏȢ 

)ÎÉÒÅËÏÍÅÎÄÁ ÒÉÎ ÎÉ !ÎÔÉÐÏÒÄÁ ÁÎÇ ÐÁÇËÁËÁÒÏÏÎ ÎÇ ȰÅÎÖÉÒÏÎÍÅÎÔÁÌ ÍÁÒÓÈÁÌÓȱ ÓÁ ÂÁ×ÁÔ 

barangay na siyang magmo-monitor ng solid waste management practices sa mga 

katabing barangay. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.bomboradyo.com/denr-sa-mga-lgus-magpasa-ng-ordinansa-para-

obligahin-ang-mga-brgy-na-magpatupad-ng-waste-segregation/  

 

https://www.bomboradyo.com/author/bombobam/
https://www.bomboradyo.com/denr-sa-mga-lgus-magpasa-ng-ordinansa-para-obligahin-ang-mga-brgy-na-magpatupad-ng-waste-segregation/
https://www.bomboradyo.com/denr-sa-mga-lgus-magpasa-ng-ordinansa-para-obligahin-ang-mga-brgy-na-magpatupad-ng-waste-segregation/
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Antiporda urge s all bgys to practice waste 
segregation  
 Tuesday, March 9, 2021 Cory Martinez8 

ALL barangays in the country must be those responsible in implementing waste segregation at 
source for the effective collection and disposal of solid waste. 
This was stressed by Benny Antiporda, Department of Environment and Natural Resources(DENR) 
Undersecretary for Solid Waste Management and LGUs Concerns, as he urged the cities and 
municipalities nationwide to pass ordinances mandating the barangays to be in-charge in waste 
segregation at source. 

Antiporda reitearted his call for efficient and effective handling of solid waste during a dialogue with 
#ÁÖÉÔÅȭÓ ÐÒÏÖÉÎÃÉÁÌȟ ÃÉÔÙȟ ÁÎÄ ÍÕÎÉÃÉÐÁÌ ÅÎÖÉÒÏÎÍÅÎÔ ÏÆÆÉÃÅrs, organized by environmental health 
group EcoWaste Coalition on March 3. 

ȰPropose to your local council to create an ordinance that will  act on those who do not practice 
segregation in their barangays,ȱ !ÎÔÉÐÏÒÄÁ ÓÁÉÄȢ 
ȰIt  is already stated in RA (Republic Act) 9003 (Ecological Solid Waste Management Act of 2000), but let 
us strengthen it  with the help of your council,ȱ ÈÅ ÁÄÄÅÄȢ 
Antiporda, who is also the alternate chair of the National Solid Waste Management Commission, 
recommended the creation of inter-barangay enforcement group or designation of Ȱenvironmental 
marshalsȱ ÉÎ ÅÖÅÒÙ ÂÁÒÁÎÇÁÙ ×ÉÔÈÉÎ Á ÃÉÔÙȾÍÕÎÉÃÉÐÁÌÉÔÙ ÔÏ ÍÏÎÉÔÏÒ ÓÏÌÉÄ ×ÁÓÔÅ ÍÁÎÁÇÅÍÅÎÔ ÐÒÁÃtices 
in neighboring barangays. 
He also encouraged the Cavite LGU representatives to discuss with their respective local chief 
executives to allocate funds to address problems on the collection of biodegradable and residual 
waste. 

ȰKindly tell your mayors to allocate funds for biodegradable and residual wastes,ȱ !ÎÔÉÐÏÒÄÁ ÓÁÉÄȢ 
Data from the Provincial Government ɀ Environment and Natural Resources Office of Cavite showed 
that 58.78 percent of the waste generated in the province are biodegradable, while 28.19 percent are 
residual wastes. 

During the meeting, Antiporda also commended the Environment and Natural Resources Offices of 
Trece Martires City and municipality of General Mariano Alvarez (GMA) for implementing 
environmental and ecological projects and programs that effectively address city and municipal 
generated wastes. 

He also reiterated the commitment of the DENR to provide technical and financial assistance to the 
LGUs on their solid waste management programs to ensure the effective implementation of solid 
waste management in the country. 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://journal.com.ph/news/metro/antiporda-urges-all-bgys-to-practice-waste-

segregation/  

 

https://journal.com.ph/news/metro/antiporda-urges-all-bgys-to-practice-waste-segregation/
https://journal.com.ph/content-author/c-martinez/
https://journal.com.ph/news/metro/antiporda-urges-all-bgys-to-practice-waste-segregation/
https://journal.com.ph/news/metro/antiporda-urges-all-bgys-to-practice-waste-segregation/
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DENR HINIKAYAT ANG MGA LGU NA 
MAGPASA NG ORDINANSA PARA SA WASTE 
SEGREGATION 

 

March 10, 2021 @ 12:10 AM  6 hours ago  

 IMINUNGKAHI ng Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) sa 

local government units (LGUs) na magpasa ng isang ordinansa na nag-aatas sa mga 

barangay na ipatupad ang waste segregation. 

Ayon kay DENR Undersecretary for Solid Waste Management and LGUs Concerns 
Benny D. Antiporda, dapat na tutukan ng mga lungsod at munisipalidad sa buong 
bansa ang waste segregation mula sa pinanggalingan nito o waste segregation at 
source para maging epektibo ang pagkolekta at pagtapon sa mga basura. 

Muling nanawagan si Antiporda na maging epektibo ang pangangasiwa sa solid waste 
sa ginanap na dialogue sa Cavite provincial, city, at municipal environment officers na 
inorganisa ng grupong EcoWaste Coalition noong Marso 3. 

ñPropose to your local council to create an ordinance that will act on those who do not 
practice segregation in their barangays,ò sabi ni Antiporda. 

ñIt is already stated in RA (Republic Act) 9003 (Ecological Solid Waste Management 
Act of 2000), but let us strengthen it with the help of your council,ò dagdag pa nito. 

Inirekomenda rin ni Antiporda na siya ring alternate chair ng National Solid Waste 
Management Commission, na bumuo ng inter-barangay enforcement group o 
magtalaga ng ñenvironmental marshalsò sa bawat barangay ng lungsod at 
munisipalidad upang mag-monitor sa solid waste management practices ng katabing 
barangay. 

Hinikayat din nito ang Cavite LGU representatives na talakayin sa kanilang local chief 
executives na maglaan ng pondo upang mabigyan ng solusyon ang problema sa 
paghakot ng biodegradable at residual waste. 

ñKindly tell your mayors to allocate funds for biodegradable and residual wastes,ò saad 
pa ni Antiporda. 

Batay sa data ng Provincial Government ï Environment and Natural Resources Office 
ng Cavite, 58.78% ng mga nakukuhang basura sa probinsya ay biodegradable habang 
ang 28.19% naman ay residual wastes. 

 

Pinuri naman ni Antiporda ang Environment and Natural Resources Offices ng Trece 
Martires City at munisipalidad ng General Mariano Alvarez (GMA) dahil sa pag-
implementa ng mga ito ng environmental at ecological projects at programs 

V 



March 10, 2021 

Date 

 2 of 2 

Page 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

STRATEGIC  

COMMUNICATION &   

INITIATIVES  

SERVICE 

Headline  

Editorial  

Column  

Opinion  

Feature Article  

 

Pinuri naman ni Antiporda ang Environment and Natural Resources Offices ng Trece 
Martires City at munisipalidad ng General Mariano Alvarez (GMA) dahil sa pag-
implementa ng mga ito ng environmental at ecological projects at programs upang 
matugunan ang city at municipality generated wastes. 

Inulit din nito sa mga lokal na pamahalaan ang kahandaan ng DENR na magbigay ng 
technical at financial assistance sa LGUs para sa kanilang solid waste management 
programs upang matiyak ang epektibong implementasyon ng solid waste 
management sa bansa. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.remate.ph/denr-hinikayat-ang-mga-lgu-na-magpasa-ng-ordinansa-para-sa-

waste-segregation/  

V 
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BBC: Divers discover face masks littering 

Anilao coral reef 
By Janvic Mateo(Philstar.com) - March 10, 2021 - 12:00am 

 
ά¢ŀƪŜ ŀ ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǊǳōōƛǎƘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ ōǊƻǳƎƘǘ ōŀŎƪ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǾŜǊǎΦ ¸ƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ǎŜŜ ƘŜǊŜΣ ōƭǳŜ ŦŀŎŜ ƳŀǎƪǎΣ ƭƻǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƳΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ 

a face shield here, plastic bottles, tarpaulin. And the question is now, what happens to this rǳōōƛǎƘΚέ ../ tƘƛƭƛǇǇƛƴŜ 

correspondent Howard Johnson said in the report. 

Miguel de Guzman, file 

MANILA, Philippines ñ Divers have discovered face masks and other personal protective 

equipment (PPE) entangling the reefs at the popular dive spot of Anilao in  Batangas, a new 

report by the British Broadcasting Network (BBC) revealed. 

 

òTake a look at the rubbish that was brought back by the divers. You can see here, blue face 

masks, lots of them. Thereõs a face shield here, plastic bottles, tarpaulin. And the question is 

now, what happens to this rubbish?ó BBC Philippine correspondent Howard Johnson said in 

the report.  

 

Johnson, along with professional divers from the Anilao Scuba Dive Center, found disposable 

surgical masks and plastic waste littering the dive spot. 

 

òBack then, it was not this bad. We see small pieces of plastic. But right now, wherever you 

look, it is there,ó driver Shala Caliao said in English and Filipino. 

 

A paper published in the journal Case Studies in Chemical and Environmental Engineering last 

September estimated the country uses 49 million face masks and generates 353.03 tons of 

medical waste daily. 

 

An Asian Development Bank (ADB) report said Manila alone produces an additional 280 tons 

of medical waste per day, while the UN website said around 75 percent of used masks and 

pandemic-related waste will end up in landfills or in seas. 

 

UN Environment Program (UNEP) executive director Inger Andersen warned of uncontrolled 

pollution if the large inc rease in medical waste is not managed soundly. 

 

òMasks, PPE, gloves and other disposal items are an essential part of the COVID-19 response.  

But this plastic waste threatens to negate strides made in the fight against disposable plastics, 

marine litter and microplastics ð especially in countries with weak waste management 

infrastructure,ó Andersen said. 

 

For the Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR), culprits must be identified 

so appropriate action can be taken. 

òThey could be charged with the violation of the Ecological Solid Waste Management Act or 

V 

https://www.philstar.com/authors/1804764/janvic-mateo
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For the Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR), culprits must be identified 

so appropriate action can be taken. 

 

òThey could be charged with the violation of the Ecological Solid Waste Management Act or 

the Anti -Littering Law,ó Undersecretary Jonas Leones said. 

 

òWe are coordinating with local governments especially concerning strengthening the 

information and education campaign on proper dispo sal of face masks,ó Undersecretary 

Benny Antipord a added. ï Rhodina Villanueva  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.philstar.com/headlines/2021/03/10/2083237/bbc-divers-discover-face-

masks-littering-anilao-coral-reef/amp/  

V 
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https://www.philstar.com/headlines/2021/03/10/2083237/bbc-divers-discover-face-masks-littering-anilao-coral-reef/amp/
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Warning on improper PPE disposal 
could trigger global pollution 
March 9, 20214 min read 

A diver spots a discarded face mask littered on the ocean floor.  
Sourced from the web by Tracy Cabrera 
MANILA ð In recent reports, divers in the Philippines have described finding coral reefs littered 
with single-use face masks, also known as personal protective equipment (PPE), prompting them 
to issue a warning to government authorities about the dangers posed by the pandemic waste 
that has been dumped into the sea without care or fear of the repercussions that this could bring 
about. 

More and more countries have recommended wearing masks and other protective equipment 
with the goal of curbing the spread of the disease but it a press conference study of the Joint 
Prevention and Control Mechanism of the State Council of China was found that approximately 
468.9 tons of medical waste are generated every day in association with Covid-19. 

On the other hand, it was found in Indonesia (Jakarta) that the medical waste scale had reached 
12,740 tons approximately 60 days after people were first infected by a coronavirus in the area. 
Infectious waste is characterized as any material that is suspected to contain pathogens 
(bacteria, viruses, parasites, or fungi) insufficient concentration or quantity to cause disease in 
susceptible hosts. 

Experts also noted that the materials also comprise waste contaminated with blood, bodily fluids, 
tissues, organs and sharp objects from treatment and, therefore, also includes diagnosis, swabs, 
and medical devices and is therefore harmful to public health. In particular, infectious waste 
generated by the Covid-19 outbreak has posed a major environmental and health concern in 
many countries and in particular, the inadequate solid waste management may increase the 
spread of coronavirus, especially in developing countries. 

Currently, millions of contaminated face masks, gloves, and materials for diagnosing, detecting, 
and treating SARS-CoV-2 and other human pathogens are undergoing the irreversible process of 
becoming infectious waste. This, in turn, will cause environmental and health problems if they are 
stored, transported, and handled improperly. Moreover, due to the increased healthcare waste 
owing to the pandemic, the threat that unsafe disposal of medical waste will spill over into 
environmental pollution is palpable and immediate. 

A recent study found that human coronaviruses can remain active on inanimate hard surfaces 
(such as metal, glass or plastic) for up to nine days. Although some Asian countries still do not 
follow proper management strategies and insufficient solid waste containers are one of the major 
problems that lead to the contamination of infectious waste in solid waste containers in the 
general community, the threat will be greater in developing countries that do not have sufficient 
resources for solid waste management. 

In particular, most developing countries, such as Cambodia, 
Philippines, Thailand, India, Malaysia, Indonesia, Bangladesh, 
Vietnam and Palestine are widely perceived to be dumping solid 
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In particular, most developing countries, such as Cambodia, Philippines, Thailand, India, 
Malaysia, Indonesia, Bangladesh, Vietnam and Palestine are widely perceived to be dumping 
solid waste in poorly managed and open landfills. This is another example where improper 
management of contaminated PPEs and healthcare waste may increase the spread of viral 
disease in the environment. 

Consequently, one of the many problems that will inevitably occur is contagious waste, which, if 
not managed properly, may be the root cause of severe diseases and environmental problems. 
Hence, the purpose of this work is to estimate face mask use and medical waste during the 
Covid-19 pandemic, thereby calling on the waste management and scientific communities to 
express their concerns and take the requisite actions for the formulation of appropriate solid 
waste management policies and strategies to governments at all levels. 

Estimated daily face mask use and medical waste in Asia with confirmed COVID-19 cases. 

 

Source: https://maharlika.tv/2021/03/09/warning-on-improper-ppe-disposal-could-trigger-

global-pollution/?fbclid=IwAR2h-

fkdgIUUDW1f34HZxCPWiu53Nt1ZdvOfzQrXz2Td7xGhhReEQ0UAXUI  
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Coronavirus: Divers find Philippine reef covered 

with single-use face masks 
Coronavirus: Divers find Philippine reef covered with single-use face masksClose 

Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) is washing up on coral reefs close to the Philippine capital, Manila. 

According to an estimate by the Asian Development Bank, during the peak of the Covid-19 outbreak, the city 

could have been generating up to 280 tonnes of extra medical waste per day. 

Environmental groups are warning that the plastic inside face masks is breaking down and being consumed by 

marine wildlife. Theyẫre urging the Philippine government to improve its handling of medical waste, to prevent 

further pollution of the seas. 

The BBCẫs Howard Johnson joined divers from Anilao Scuba Dive Centre, a group affiliated to the United 

Nations Environment Programmeẫs Green Fins, which promotes sustainable marine tourism in South-East Asia. 

Video produced by Howard Johnson and Virma Simonette. Additional camera work: Mark Badiola and Jojo D. Lontok. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://www.bbc.com/news/av/world-asia-56322369  
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Cleanup of polluted  waters of Manila Bay under way 
Published March 10, 2021, 12:30 AM 

by Manila Bulletin 

 
After Secretary Roy Cimatu of the Department of Environment and Natural Resources cleaned up 

Boracay after five months in 2018, President Duterte told him to clean up Manila Bay next. The 

secretary looked at the problem posed by Manila Bay, so many times bigger than Boracay, and told 

the President it would take over 10 years to accomplish the task of cleaning up the bay. 

The pollution in the bay is the result of decades of neglect, starting with the millions of homes built 

along the streams and rivers that joined the Pasig as it flowed to Manila Bay. These millions of 

households poured their household wastes and their human sewage directly into the streams and into 

the Pasig river. Today, the waters of Manila Bay are deemed unfit for human contact. 

In 2008, the Supreme Court, acting on a petition filed by the Concerned Citizens of Manila Bay, 

ordered the DENR and other government agencies to clean up the bay in ten years. 

There are two concessioners supplying water to Metro Manila ï Maynilad, serving the West Zone of 

the Greater Manila Area ð portions of Manila, portions of Quezon City, portions of Makati, and 

Caloocan, Pasay, Paranaque, Las Piñas, Muntinlupa, Valenzuela, Navotas, and Malabon. Manila 

Water serves the East Zone ï Mandaluyong, Makati, Pasig, Pateros San Juan, Taguig, Marikina, parts 

of Manila and Quezon City, several towns of Rizal. 

Last month, Manila Water announced that it had started the construction of its 2nd sewage treatment 

plant at a cost of P4.2 billion. The plant is expected to be completed in 2024. Full sewer and sanitation 

coverage is expected by 2037. 

Maynilad also announced last month that three new treatment plants, built at a cost of P7.15 billion, 

are due for completion this year Maynilad now has a total of 22 wastewater facilities. Full sewerage 

and sanitation coverage should be 100 percent by 2037. 

The year 2037 is still a long way off in the future ï 16 years. But after all these decades of suffering 

the pollution of the bay, we can wait a few more years to see a finally clean Manila Bay, worthy of 

being listed among the worldôs most beautiful waters in the world today. 

 

 

Source: https://mb.com.ph/2021/03/10/cleanup-of-polluted-waters-of-manila-bay-under-way/  
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